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PREFACE.
TO THE SIXTH VOLUME.

perusing the progress of our labours, which

is now presented to the Public, we trust no relaxa-

tion will be found in the endeavours that have been

exerted to merit their attention : a Periodical Pub-

lication, like a collection of pictures, cannot be

expected to please all persons equally ; we have,

however, selected from the works of various masters,

and hope, in the choice which has been made, each

Reader may find something that will contribute

either to his instruction or amusement.

In the option of our Biography, living characters

have been chosen, a review of whose 'actions will

Sifford matter of encouragement and emulation to

those who are beginning their career of glory ;
their

gallant associates will, we hope, receive with appro-

bation the faithful records, which are intended to

hand down their splendid achievements to posterity.
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The Pieader will also find that we have not been

inattentive to our promise of upholding the fame of

those brave men who have fallen in their Country's

cause ; on reviewing the pages before us, we reflect

with satisfaction on the efforts used to recall to the

notice of our superiors, the memory of a departed

Hero ; and hope that

** Storied urn or animated bust"

may yet be raised to commemorate as glorious an

action as ever graced the Annals of the British

Navy.v

Some Foreign Literature on Nautical Subjects,

has been translated expressly for this Work.

The return of Peace will direct some part of our

attention to Commercial Affairs, which the various

and interesting subjects that occurred during the

late scene of extended warfare, prevented us from

noticing so often as we could have desired.

We also propose to bring forward subjects interest-

ing to the Gentlemen employed in the East India

Trade, and shall constantly devote a portion of our

time to matters relating to that important source of

National Prosperity.

On subjects of Natural History, so far as con*

nected with our Work, we intend occasionally to

employ ourselves.
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Thus looking forward to the scene of our future

labours, we find an ample field for exertion, and a

variety of useful and entertaining topics yet unex-

hausted ;
some not entered upon ; it shall be our

study so to vary these subjects, as to afford matter

both useful and agreeable.

For the patronage of our numerous and respectable

Friends we return the most grateful acknowledg-

ments, and assure them that our utmost exertions

shall be used to merit the liberal encouragement with

which this Work has been patronized, and to ensure

its continuation.

We cannot conclude without returning our un-

feigned thanks to those Correspondents, that from

time to time favour us with their friendly assist-

ance, and request they will continue to send

their communications, addressed to the Editors, at

Messrs. BUNNEY and GOLD'S, No. 103, Shoe Lane.
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OF

SIR JOHN LOCKHART.ROSS, BART.
VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE.

Methoueht he bore him in the thickest troop,

As doth a Lion in a herd ofNeat
;

Or as a Bear encompass'd round with Dogs,
Who having pinchM a few, and made them cry,

The rest stand all aloof and bark at him. SHAKESPEARE.

In waves and bloody wars doth honour dwell ;

And will be found, with peril and with pain :

Nor can the man that molds in idle cell,

Unto her hafipy mansion attain.

Before her gate high God did sweat ordain,

And wakeful watches ever to abide. SPENSER.

ITT was a memorable part of Egyptian wisdom, never to

determine on the characters of men, exclusively of the

Tomb. While life remains, the fallibility of our nature

baffles the final decision of truth ; the vices of to-day may
be lost in the virtues of to-morrow ; and a long series of

honourable years has, sometimes, been known to terminate

in crime and dishonour. The Biographer of living cha-

racters has a difficult and indecisive task to perform ;

though his labours have their use, they are, at best, in-

adequate ; his materials are imperfect j he sees only in part,

and he is conscious also, that the history which he gives,

may be examined by the eye of him who is the obje&of it:

VI t B
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while the Biographer of the dead has the whole of his sub-

ject before him ; the qualities and aftions of the distinguished

person, on whose life he is to give the award of praise or of

condemnation, are already placed in the balance, and he has

only to observe which of them kicks the beam, and to deter-

mine from the event. That decision, when pronounced in

favour of departed merit, pays, it is true, the tribute of sensi-

bility to virtues that are no more ; and is accompanied with

the painful regret, that they no longer display their exemplary

and cheering lustre ;
that they are sunk into the gloomy grave.

it is, indeed, with that sensibility and regret which we reflect

on the pre-eminent character now before us; while we look

for consolation in the justice with which these pages will

record it.

Sir John Lockhart Ross was the fifth son of Sir James
Lockhart of Carstairs, and was born on the eleventh of

November 1721, at Lockhart Hall in the County of Lanark.

His five brothers were William, James, George, Charles, and

Thomas. Having manifested a predominant inclination for

the sea-service, he was recommended, in his fourteenth

.year, by Lord Archibald Hamilton, to Captain Osborn, who
then commanded his Majesty's ship the Portland, of

fifty

guns. He was accordingly entered on board that ship on
the twentieth of September 1735, and sailed soon after for

Constantinople. They arrived there in the January following;

and after putting into Minorca and Gibraltar, returned to

England in November 1736, when, the ship being paid off,

our young sailor was sent to .Watt's Academy in Little

Tower Street, London, where he continued, in a course of

professional and other improvement, till June 1737: he

was 'then recommended by Lord Hyndford to Captain
Charles Knowles, and entered on board the Diamond, of

forty guns, commanded by that officer, and then lying at

Peptford : she soon after sailed to Spithead, from thence to

the coast of Guinea, and arrived at Barbadoes in the fol-

lowing October. After some months stay there, and having
hove his ship down in English Harbour Antigua, Captain
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Knowles proceeded to Jamaica in February 1738, where Mr.

Lockhart was so reduced by a fever and the common dis-

order of the country, that his return home was considered as

essential to the preservation of his life. He accordingly took

his passage in a Merchantman bound for Glasgow, where he

arrived in the month of December, and remained at his

Father's house till he was perfe6tly recovered.

In April 1739, he was entered on board the Romney of

fifty guns, commanded by Captain Medley, who sailed in the

following May for Newfoundland, and, after being some

months on that station, proceeded to Leghorn, Genoa, and

Cadiz. In January 1740, he returned to Spithead. Having
been particularly recommended to Captain Frogmore, of the

Tryal Sloop, Mr. Lockhart, in April following, entered on

board that vessel, which sailed in May for Leith, and convoyed
the regiment commanded by Colonel Douglas to Spithead.

After the sloop had been fitted out for the South Seas as one

of the squadron commanded by Commodore afterwards

Lord Anson, Captain Frogmore was appointed to the

Lively of twenty guns, and took his young favourite sailor

with him; who felt no common disappointment at an

exchange of situation, which excluded him from a voyage,

whose object was the circumference of the Globe. After

recovering from a very severe fever, in January 1741, he

was removed with Captain Frogmore into the Ruby of fifty

guns, then on the British Station ; but was, in a short time,

fitted out at Portsmouth for the coast of Guinea, which she

afterwards left for the island of Barbadoes, where she arrived in

January 1 742. Here Mr. Lockhart was very violently afflicted

with the disorder called the dry belly-ache, and that life was

for some time in great danger, which afterwards produced so

much honour to the naval character of his country. The

Ruby arrived in England in July, when she was paid off,

and her officers and men turned over into the Northum-

berland, of seventy guns, commanded by Captain Watson.

In February 1J43> Mr. Lockhart, whose activity, pro-

fessional improvement, and admirable conduct, had gained
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him theesteem and applause of theseveral officers under whom
he had served, was, as his merits well deserved, advanced to

the rank of lieutenant, and immediately appointed to the

command of the Deptford's prize of twelve guns, then at

Plymouth : within a few months he was removed into the

Dover, of forty guns, commanded by Captain Rogers; and,

in January 1744, coming from Plymouth to the Downs,
was very providentially saved from being dashed to pieces

in Fresh-water Bay in the Isle of Wight. After fitting out

at Sheerness, the Dover sailed in May with a convoy for

Elsincur, and returned in September. Captain Rogers being

removed into the Pembroke, Captain Ceilings succeeded him

in the command of the Dover; and soon after took a French

privateer of fourteen guns, off the Humb*r, which Lieu-

tenant Lockhart was appointed to conduct up to Deptford.

In October the Dover was again ordered with a convoy to

Elsineur, when a hard gale of wind and thick weather coming
on in the Cattegatt, she lost her rudder, and was most pro-

videntially saved, with all her equipage, by the wind's

suddenly moderating, and shifting eight points : Captain

Collings then proceeded to Copenhagen, where the ship was

hove down, a new rudder fitted to her, and being got into

the inner road, was frozen up in the ice, which breaking

suddenly, she was forced on shore, but soon got off without

any other damage than a shattered rudder : that loss being

soon supplied, she sailed from Copenhagen with a convoy
on the first of May 1745, and on the second of June

arrived off the Humber.

The same ship was fitted out again at Shecrness, and in

September sailed with a convoy for Lisbon and Gibraltar.

She left the latter place about the middle of U&ober, to

convoy transports with two regiments on board for Cape
Breton ; but was compelled, by hard gales of wind, to put into

Virginia on the twentieth of January 1/46. On the tenth of

April she renewed her voyage with the transports, and ar*

rived at Louisbourg by the end of the month.
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Here Lieutenant Lockhart's professional merit was again

rewarded by an appointment to be third lieutenant of the

Chester with Admiral Warren, who sailed in June for

Boston, and from thence to Annapolis Royal, where he

remained till September, and then returned to Boston. He
in November set sail for England, and arrived at Spithead on

the ist of the following month. The same ship being fitted

for sea in February 1747, she sailed for the Downs, where a

party of the ship's company, among whom was Lieutenant

Lockhart, in going ashore, narrowly escaped being drowned,
the boat being overset on the beach.

On the return of the Chester to Spithead, our distin-

guished sailor was advanced to be second lieutenant of the

Devonshire, of sixty- four guns, having Admiral Warren's

flag on board. In a short time after, being in company with

sixteen sail of the line commanded by Admiral Lord Anson,
on the fifteenth of May they fell in with the French fleet

and convoy; the Devonshire engaged the French Admiral in

the Serieux of sixty four, and the Invincible of seventy four

guns, until they struck ; four other ships of sixty, and one of

fifty guns, were taken, with twenty sail of merchant ships,

with which the British fleet proudly returned to Spithead ;

and, having refitted in a few days, sailed again under the com-

mand of Sir Peter Warren, accompanied by six sail of Dutch

men of war under Admiral Serwer. They returned to Spithead

in September, and Admiral Warren sent Rear-Admiral

Hawke to the westward with part of the fleet.

Sir Peter Warren now hoisted his flag on board the Invin-

cible of seventy-four guns, and removed all his officers, and

consequently Lieutenant Lockhart, with most of the petty

officers and seamen of his former ship, into her. He sailed

soon after, but a westerly wind drove the fleet back to St.

Helens, where the admiral found himself so debilitated by
the scurvy, that he procured leave to go on shoie, and to

send out the English fleet, under the command of Captain

Mostyn, to join Admiral Hawke.
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At this period, Captain Pettigrew, who commanded the

Vulcan fire-ship, having obtained leave of absence, on

account of the ill state of his health, Sir Peter Warren

ordered Lieutenant Lockhart to take the command of her,

and he accordingly went out in that capacity with the

squadron under Captain Mostyn : they joined Admiral

Hawke on the ist of October, who now commanded a fleet

of sixteen sail of the line : Captain Mostyn having sprung

his bowsprit was sent away to Lisbon.

On the sixteenth at day-light, Cape Finisterre bearing

S. S. W. forty leagues, a large fleet of ships were seen a-head.

At eight A. M. it appeared to consist of eight sail of the

line, and three hundred sail of merchantmen ; the admiral

now made the signal for the line of battle, and soon after for

a general chace; and at ten, the British ships being within

gun-shot of the enemy, he threw out a signal to engage ; the

result was, that the French lost six ships of the line, but

night coming on, the Tenant, having the French Admiral on

board, was towed off in a very disabled state by the Intrepid,

they both being engaged by some of the English ships, when

the night separated them. Lieutenant Lockhart, seeing these

two ships the next morning from the main-top of the

Eagle, Captain Rodney, which was the leewardrr\ost ship,

repaired on board the admiral to inform him of the

discovery, when he was appointed to take the temporary
command of the Kent man of war, on board of which he

returned with the fleet to Spithead on the 28th of October.

When Lieutenant Lockhart had brought the Kent to

Spithead, he returned to be first lieutenant of the Invincible,

with Admiral Sir Peter Warren, who, in April 1748, sailed to

the westward with seventeen ships of the line : he cruised as

far as TenerifFe, and, having watered and taken in wine at

Madeira, returned to Spithead. In a short time after, the

career of our naval glory was closed, for some time, by the

conclusion of a peace with France and Spain.

The Invincible was paid off in November, when she was

commissioned again as a guard-ship in January, and
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Lieutenant Lockhart retained his situation on board her;

she being still considered as Admiral Sir Peter Warren's

ship.

In April 1752, she sailed for Gibraltar, in company with

the Tyger, Commodore Stephens, each ship carrying a

regiment out for that place, which they left there, and em-

barked another regiment from thence for England, with

which they arrived at Spithead on the twentieth of July.

On the following morning, one of the soldiers, who had

been ordered to assist the ship's steward in the Bread Room,

carelessly stuck a lighted candle in the corner of it, and left it

burning, so that the place took fire : on hearing the alarm,

Lieutenant Lockhart hastened to discover the seat of danger,

and, by his a&ive exertions, extinguished the flames just as

they had communicated to the rosin : if the fire had continued

one minute longer, the ship and six hundred persons then on

board must inevitably have perished ; as the bread rooms

were round the magazine of powder, containing at that time

three hundred barrels.

In November the ship was paid off, and in April 1753,

Lieutenant Lockhart took that opportunity to visit Scot-

land
; where, though he cannot be stri&ly said to have

carried the laurels of victory, he may be truly described as

bearing with him the reputation of having, by his conduct

and bravery, assisted others to obtain them.

In September 1754, he came up to London, and on the

fifteenth of December, a war with France being universally

expe&ed, and Sir Peter Warren having died in 1751, Lord

Anson, then first Lord of the Admiralty, put the Prince, of

ninety guns, then at Chatham, into commission, for his flag,

and appointed Captain Saunders, after Admiral Sir Charles

Saunders, Knt. of the Bath, to command her, and Mr. Lock-

hart to be her first lieutenant : the latter accordingly joined the

.ship on the first of January 1755, fitted her out, and carried

her to Blackstakes ; from thence he conducted her to Spit-

head about the beginning of A^ril \ and, on the seventh of
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May, was appointed commander of the Savage sloop, of twelve

guns and seventy men : he cruised in her to the westward, un-

der Admirals Hawke, Byng, and West, and in August received

orders to seize French ships. Such orders he was ever ready

to obey with the greatest alacrity, and took a St. Domingo
merchantman, valued at thirty thousand pounds, and several

Newfoundland bankers.

In November he was ordered to the Downs under the

command of Admiral Smith, and, on the 151!! of March 1756,

was made post and appointed to the command of the

Tartar, of twenty four guns, nine-pounders, four guns

four-pounders, and two hundred men, built in a merchant

yard at Deptford.

We have now considered this rising Officer through all

the subordinate gradations of his profession, and doing
honour to them all. We have seen him the favourite of all

his Commanders, and the frequent objeft of their particular

confidence. He had been selected, for particular occasions, by

Anson, by Warren, and by Hawke. The history, therefore,

already given of him, must fill the mind of the reader, who

may not instantly recoiled!: his subsequent prowess, with an

expectation of his future adlions ; and these pages will not

disappoint him.

On die i5th of May, while Captain Lockhart was lying

at Long Reach, war was declared against France, when he

was ordered first to the Downs, and afterwards to Spithead,

where he arrived on the 5th of June : he then received

orders to cruise under the command of Captain Duff, then

in the Rochester, off the Isle of Bas,and afterwards under the

command of Captain Wheeler.

On the 2Oth of September he chased and engaged two

French frigates of twenty-eight guns, and drove them into

Morlaix. He now represented to the Lords of the Ad-

miralty, that, while on this aftive service, when he and every
man under his command were constantly under arms and at

their quarters in a state of preparation for engagement, there

was no time for a minute attention to the hourly expenditure
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of stores, and that his Officers were better employed as sea-

men and fighting men than in book-keeping : their Lord-

ships therefore, in consideration of the services which they

expected from his courage and conduct, were pleased to order

that Captain Lockhart and his Officers should be dispensed

from passing their accounts. An indulgence of which, we

believe, there is not a similar instance in the records of the

Navy.
On the ist of October he received orders from the Ad-

miralty to cruise between the Isle of Bas and the Lizard,

for the protection of the trade, and with full liberty to dock

according to his own discretion. He continued on that

station until November 1758, when his ill state of health,

the consequence of his indefatigable attentions to his duty,

rendered it necessary for the preservation of a life so impor-
tant to his country, to apply to the medicinal waters of

Bath. During this period of service, from the aoth of

September 1756 to 'the igth of October 1758, he took nine

privateers, from thirty-six guns and three hundred men,
to eighteen guns and an hundred and seventy men, amounting
in all to two thousand five hundred prisoners of war, and two

hundred and twenty guns, while he had only five men killed

and two wounded in the different engagements.

Captain Lockhart's first capture was the Sancta Maria, a

privateer new from the stocks, carrying twenty-four guns,

and two hundred men. He afterwards engaged a French

privateer carrying twenty nine-pounders, called the Mont

Ozeir. He next fell in with the Due d'Aquitain French

privateer, mounting twenty-six guns, all of them heavier than

her own. After an encounter of an hour and twelve

minutes, the enemy surrendered, having had fifty of her

crew killed and wounded. He also mad"e prize of a private

ship of war called the Count de Grammont, carrying eighteen

guns and one hundred and seventy men. Several other

privateers of inferior force, though not one of them had less

than eighteen guns and an hundred and seventy men, were

U VI. c
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captured by him, but his most brilliant a&ion was yet to

come.

The Melampe frigate had been fitted out at Bayonne for

the express purpose of cruising in the supposed track of the

Tartar, and gave Captain Lockhart an opportunity of

atchieving a viftory, which, for Comparative brilliance, was

not surpassed during a war fatal to the naval power of France.

The French ship possessed a force very superior to that of

the Tartar, carrying thirty-six guns twelve-pounders, and

three hundred chosen men. Some accounts have even added

that one hundred of the crew were the sons of merchants,

who presented themselves as volunteers in a cruise of"such

importance to the commercial interests of their country.

After a chase of thirty hours, Captain Lockhart brought the

enemy to an engagement, which was contested for some time

with great obstinacy, but the Melampe at last struck her

colours to the superior courage and discipline of the British

Commander, and his gallant crew. The perfidious French-

man, however, stung with the disgraceful and mortifying

event of a contest so unequal on the part of the British ship,

after having hailed the Tartar, acknowledged his surrender,

and submissively sued for quarter, made a desperate attempt

to board her
; it was, however, vigorously repulsed, and

fifty Frenchmen were either killed or drowned in the prose-

cution of this dishonourable effort. It is stated in the official

account, that when the Tartar first began the chase, she was

in company with several of the King's ships, but during the

action itself, and indeed at the time when the enemy sur-

rendered, it is doubtful whether any of them were in, sight

even from the mast head.

When the relative force of the two ships is considered,

the Tartar carrying twenty-eight guns and two hundred

men, and the Melampe thirty-six guns, of a superior calibre,

and three hundred men, and the little difficulty with which

the
conquest appears to have been obtained, we cannot be

surprised at the terror which the very name of Captain
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Lockbart is said to have produced in the enemy before the

Cessation of hostilities, particularly among those connected

with private ships o/ war.

Nor shall we pass over the following circumstance, which

is recorded on the most respectable authority, and indubit-

ably proves the terrific influence of his professional charac-

ter. A privateer, belonging, as we understand, to Bristol,

called the King George, and commanded by a Mr. Read,

having fallen in with an enemy's ship of far superior force

during the night, and finding that the exigencies of her

situation demanded the most prompt and vigorous exertions

to preserve her from capture ; the commander is related to

have ran with great spirit alongside, and hailing the enemy,
commanded her to strike to the Tartar, Captain Lockhart,

and was instantly obeyed.

In short, the services which this admirable Officer per-

formed in his small ship are still, as it were, proverbial in

the Navy, and continue to incite our young seamen to

emulate that conduct which is at once the boast and safe-

guard of their country.

So active was Captain Lockhart in the protection of our

own trade, and successful in the annoyance and destruction

of that of the enemy, that the merchants of London and

Bristol, sensible of the important benefits more imme-

diately derived to them from his services, presented him with

valuable pieces of plate, in token of their private gratitude

and public esteem.

The grateful present of the merchants of London con-

sisted of a cup and salver. The former of them was chased

and ^embossed with the privateers he had taken, and his own

ship and arms; and on the latter, which was twenty-six

inches diameter, was the following inscription :
" The gift

of the two public companies, the underwriters and merchants

of the city of London, to Captain John Lockhart, Com-
mander of the Tartar, for his signal service in supporting

the trade, by distressing the French privateers, in the year

one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven."
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The merchants of Bristol also presented him with a gold

cup, of the value ofone hundred pounds.

In November 1758, Captain Lockhart was appointed to

the Chatham, of 50 guns, then launched at Portsmouth.

After cruising some time in the North Seas in 17595 he was

at the bombarding of Havre de Grace under Admiral

Rodney.
He had now to lament the death of his elder brother Sir

"William Lockhart, Baronet, who died in the course of this

year.

In September he was ordered by Admiral Hawke, com-

manding the fleet off Brest, to go to Quiberon Bay, and put

himself under the command of Captain Duff, to watch the

motions of the enemy, as there was a considerable number of

transports in Vannes, and two thousand two hundred troops

ready to embark. On the iQth of Oftober at three o'clock in

the afternoon a signal was made by one of the English frigates

of a much superior force being in the offing. The squadron,

therefore, consisting of one sixty gun ship, three of fifty,

and fourteen frigates, weighed and sailed out of the Tonnaux

Passage. The enemy's fleet consisted of upwards of twenty

sail of the line. About ten o'clock it began to blow fresh

from the W. N. W. at twelve the British squadron tacked

and stood to the southward, and at day-light on the 20th

found themselves stemming for the centre of the enemy 's

fleet, the wind at N. W. blowing hard and very squally ;

they then bore away to leeward of the enemy's sternmost

ships, which were all laying to, with their heads to the north-

ward, and who now wore and chased them till ten o'clock,

the French Admiral in the Soleil Royal being within random

shot of Sir John Lockhart's ship for two hours, then going
at the rate of twelve miles in the hour. At half past ten a

fleet appeared to windward coming down upon them, when

the French fleet left off chase and bore away for Quiberon

Bay. The fleet to windward consisted of twenty-two sail

of the line, which proved to be English under the command

f Admiral Sir Edward Hawke, who made signal to form
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the line as the British headmost ships came up with the

enemy's rear. At half past twelve they being abreast of the

Cardinal's rocks began the engagement.

The Magnanime and Chatham engaged the Hero, of 74

guns, and obliged her to strike, when she came to an anchor ;

but no boat could be got on board her. The action continued

till dark, when the Admiral made the signal to anchor.

Two of the French men of war were sunk in the action, the

Formidable, of 74 guns, was taken possession of, while seven

sail stood out of the Bay and got to Rochefort. The Soleil

Royal had anchored after dark near the Hero, but as soon as

the day dawned cut her cable and run on shore near to Cross

Island ; the Hero followed her example. Seven more also cut

their cables, and having thrown their guns and, stores over-

board, ran into the Vilaine, the spring tides and high north

west winds favouring their passage over its bar. The Reso-

lution having in the night run on shore on the Tour, the

Essex, on the next day, was sent to assist her, but unfor-

tunately shared her fate, and got on shore near her. Both

these ships were lost, but their crews, however, were saved

by the boats of the fleet, except about twenty men, who,

venturing on rafts, and being at the same time in a state of

intoxication were driven out to sea.

On the 22d the English fleet stood into Vilaine Bay, but

could make no attack on the enemy's ships, as they were over

the bar. Captain Lockhart was ordered to burn the Soleil

Royal and the Hero, which service was immediately effected.

The Admiral on sending Captain Campbell home with his

dispatches, appointed Captain Lockhart to command the

Royal George in his absence. Having left some ships to

watch the motions of the enemy's ships in the river Vilaine,

the English fleet anchored in Quiberon Bay, where it rode

out a very hard gale of wind, and never received any supplies

or orders from England till the end of December.

On the loth of January 1760, Captain l^ockhart was

ordered to sail for Spithead in company with the Namur and

the Ocean, where they arrived on the 25th, with nq more
4
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than three days provisions on board ; having spared most of

their stores to the fleet.

In February he was appointed to the command of the

Bedford, of 70 guns, then at Chatham : he accordingly

fitted her out, and in May sailed for Quiberon Bay, to

put himself under the command of Admiral Boscawen, who

stationed him off the river Vilaine, under the command of

Lord Howe. Soon after his arrival there Captain Lockhart

received orders to attack a small fort on the island of Da-

matte, which he took; when the mizen-mast and main-

yard of his ship were shot in several places. In this situation

he continued till the middle of December, when he was

ordered home with a convoy, and arrived at Plymouth in

January 1761.

By the death of his brother, Colonel Sir James Ross, Bart*

which happened in December, he succeeded to the estate

of Balnagown, and took the name of Ross in addition to

his own.

Having obtained leave to remain on shore, Captain Lock-

hart Ross was eleled a representative in Parliament for the

united burghs of Lanerk, Linlithgow, Selkirk, and Peebles.

On the 6th of September 1762, he married Miss Elizabeth

Baillie, ofLamington, eldest daughter ofRobert Dundas,Esq.
of Arniston, Lord President of the Court of Session, and di-

vided his time till 1765, between Listen Hall, in Essex, and

London. In the month of April in that year, he removed with

his family to Scotland, and made Balnagown his principal

residence. In May 1768, he was returned to Parliament

both by the borough of Lanark, &c. and the county of the

same name, and took his seat for the latter. He con-

tinued to live with his family in all the enjoyments of

domestic happiness j his private virtues being esteemed and

admired by all his private friends, as his public character

retained its appropriate honour in the public opinion. His

summer residence was at Balnagown, and some winters he

passed at Edinburgh, having built an house in George's-

s<juare in that city. The fowner place is most beautifully
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Situated on the Bay of Groraartie, in Ross-shire, and there he

gave a full scope to his benevolence and patriotism, by

encouraging industry and promoting the agricultural arts.

In the words of Mr. Pennant,
" he successfully converted his

$word into a plough share." Under his protection, the

peasantry laboured, were well compensated for their labours,

and were happy. The face of the country, as well as the

human face, assumed a different aspecl. Bare mountains

became clothed with trees, and the
k
russet heaths with

verdure j and while he thus gratified his benevolent andadive

mind, he very considevably improved his fortune.

At length, however, he was summoned to exchange these

calm scenes of domestic happiness, for the storms of the

ocean and the thunders of war. The year 1777 brought

with it the prospeft of a rupture with France, and when a

fleet was to be fitted out in consequence of that expe&ation,

his country could not be so forgetful of her own interests

and glory, as to leave Captain Lockhart Ross in a state of

repose : she, therefore, called him to her service, and he

willingly obeyed the call. Accordingly in the month of

September in the same year he was commissioned for the

Shrewsbury, of 74 guns, then at Plymouth j and, in March

1778, joined the grand fleet at Spithead under the command
of Admiral Keppel. The Shrewsbury being very sickly, he

was ordered to Plymouth, to dock, smoke, and clean the ship,

where he arrived on the ist of June. The Admiral pro-
ceeded off Brest with twenty sail of the line, and on dis-

covering the superior force of the enemy, he returned to

St. Helens, with two French frigates which he had cap-
tured. He sailed again in the beginning of July, and

Captain Lockhart Ross joined him off Plymouth on the loth

of the same month, having fitted his ship in four days after

she came out of dock, and sailed with him to the westward.

In the evening of the 23d, the English fleet fell in with

twenty- two sail of French men of war. On the 241^1 in the

morning they were about fpur leagues to windward.., Qu the
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ayth, at eleven A. M. the Shrewsbury being the weathennost

of the fleet, and the wind shifting some points in its favour,

Captain Lockhart Ross began to engage the centre of the

enemy, they being on different tacks. The Shrewsbury on

this occasion had nine men killed, and received several shot

in the masts, yards, and rudder. Our fleet passed that of

the enemy, firing at them and receiving their fire, and in

the evening brought to in a line of battle, about three miles

to windward of the French fleet, in the expectation of re-

newing the engagement in the morning ; but at day-light

only three of their ships were seen to leeward at the distance

of about five miles, while eight more were visible from the

mast head, and all of them steering for Brest, Ushant then

bearing E. by N. twenty-two leagues. On the ist of August
the fleet returned to Plymouth Sound, when Captain Lock-

hart Ross received an account of the death of his brother,

Sir George Lockhart, by which the Baronetcy of the family,

and the paternal estate of Carstairs descended to him.

The fleet having refitted, sailed on the 22d of August to

the westward. In this cruise it took several merchant ships,

from which the Captains shared yco/. prize-money, and in

October returned to Spithead.

In the beginning of November, Sir John Lockhart Ross

was ordered to take twenty sail of ships under his command,
and to convoy a large fleet of merchantmen to the westward.

The wind being contrary all the intermediate time, he was

superseded on the loth of December by Captain Reeves, to

attend the Court Martial of Admiral Keppel, on a charge

exhibited against him by Sir Hugh Palliser. This memorable

Court-Martial, as is well known, assembled on the 7th of

January 1779. and broke up on the i8th of February. Sir

John Lockhart Ross then paid a visit to thecity of Edinburgh.
In the April following he was raised to the rank of Rear-

Admiral of the Blue, hoisted his flag on board the Royal

George at Spithead on the 29th of' May, and was appointed

fourth Admiral of the Channel Fleet, under the command o.f
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Sir Charles Hardy. They sailed June the i6th with thirty

sail of the line, and returned to Torbay on the 6th of July.

On the 1 4th of the same month, they sailed again to the

westward, and on the 2Oth of August, being forty leagues

W. S. W. of Ushant, they had intelligence that the combined

fleets of France and Spain, consisting of sixty -six sail of the

line, were off Plymouth. The wind being easterly, the

English fleet made for the Channel, and on the 29th in the

evening some ships were seen to the eastward, which were

supposed to be a part of the combined fleets, but they after-

wards proved to be twenty-nine sail of French victuallers.

Admiral Hardy lay to throughout the night in a line of

battle, and they were out o( sight in the morning.
On the ist of September the combined fleets appeared to

the Westward, Scilly bearing west four leagues, wind at north,

when the English fleet made sail up the Channel, and was

followed by the enemy ; but never saw more than forty of

them from the deck. It lost sight of them on the ad, and on

the 3d anchored at Spithead.

On the i4th of the same month, Rear-Admiral Sir John
Lockhart Ross was ordered to Guernsey, with four ships of

the line and fourteen frigates, on a report of that island being

attacked by the French. He hoisted his flag, on this occa-

sion, on board the Rornney, and sailed on the ijth; but

the report respecting Guernsey proved to be wholly destitute

of foundation, and on the 24th he returned to Spithead.

He now received orders to put himself under the command
of Admiral Sir George Rodney, and fitted the ship for foreign

service. They sailed from St. Helens on the 25th of De-

cember, with twenty sail of the line, and five frigates, having
under convoy some merchantmen for the West Indies,

with some victuallers, and a regiment on board of transports

for Gibraltar.

They parted with the West India convoy on the 3d of

January 1780, and on the 8th, at seven in the morning, fell

Qtf. VI,
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in with a fleet, which they chased, and by one o'clock look

the whole, consisting of one Spanish man of war, of 64

guns, and twenty-one sail of merchant ships, bound to

Cadiz, Cape Finisterre bearing N. 75. E. thirty-six leagues ;

eight of these prizes were seat to England under convoy
of the America and a frigate.

At two in the afternoon of the i6th, Cape St. Vincent

N. E. four leagues, they saw a Spanish fleet of eleven sail,

chased and began to engage them by four o'clock, with

blowing weather, squalls and rain ; the aftion continued till

two in the morning, in the course of which the Spanish

Admiral Don Langara, in the Phoenix, of 80 guns, with

five of 74 guns, were taken, and another was blown up in the

aftion. The English fleet effe&ually relieved Gibraltar,

where thirteen transports were left with the Curracoa con-

voy. On the 1 3th of February the fleet sailed from thence

with the Spanish men of war for England. On the i8th it

parted company with Sir George Rodney, who took with

him five sail of the line and two frigates for the West Indies.

On the 23d, at noon, they chased twenty- three sail of ships,

and took the Prothee French man of war, of 64 guns, and

three small merchant ships, bound to the Mauritius, the rest

escaping by favour of the night. The amount of these last

prizes, divided among the captors, was 98,3207. Sir John
Lockhart Ross anchored in Plymouth Sound on the 4th of

March, with the Phoenix, and Admiral Digby proceeded
'

to Spithead with the men of war, and remainder of the

prizes.

The Royal George being ordered to be docked and cop-

pered, the Rear-Admiral obtained leave of absence, and set

off for Scotland.

He returned to Portsmouth on the igth of May, and, Sir

Charles Hardy having died on the I4th of that month, he

received orders to hoist his flag, and put himself under the

command of Admiral Geary. On the 8th of June they set

sail with twenty-three ships of the line, and on the 4th of
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July chased, with the fleet, and took, fourteen sail of

merchantmen from St. Domingo, valued at I20,ooo/. and on

the 1 8th' of August returned to Spithead.

The Admirals Geary and Barrington having declined the

command, the fleet sailed again on the 1 2th of September,

tinder Admiral Darby, and on the 13th came to an anchor

in Torbay.
On a promotion of Flag-Officers in the course of this

month, Sir John Lockhart Ross was appointed a Rear-Ad-

miral of the Red.

On the 8th of October, in a hard gale of wind at S. E.

attended with a very great sea, the rudder of the Royal

George broke from the sternpost, as did that of the Namur.

The Union and the Ocean suffered also in their rudders ;

and on the lyth Sir John Lockhart Ross returned with these

disabled ships to Spithead. They were ordered immediately
to dock, and the Rear-Admiral obtained leave of absence

till his ship was refitted and got to Spithead. On the aoth

of November he met part of his family at York, where he

remained till the beginning of the following month, when

he went for a short time to Bath. The Royal George
anchored at Spithead on the 30th, and on the ad of January

1781, he joined her and hoisted his flag.

In the month of March in the same year he again sailed

in the Royal George, under the command of Admirals Darby
and Digby, with twenty-six sail of the line, frigates and

transports, containing stores and provisions for the relief of

the garrison of Gibraltar. When the fleet arrived there it

was found that the Spaniards had collected such a formidable

flotilla of gun-boats for the purpose of impeding the dis-

embarkation of any provisions or stores from the transports,

as to render it absolutely necessary for several ships of the

line to anchor in the Bay for their protection. Sir John
Lockhart Ross accordingly received orders to shift his flag

to the Alexander, of 74 guns, and proceeded with her and

five two-decked ships of his division, the frigates, and si*ty
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sail of storeships, into the Bay, to superintend and direl

the unloading of the stores, which he accomplished in six

days, having landed seven thousand tons of provisions, and

two thousand barrels of gunpowder, in the midst of 2 can-

nonade of which there are few if any examples; not Jess, at

a moderate computation, than two hundred shot and shells

having been thrown every hour whilst the ships remained

at anchor in the Bay. On the soth he rejoined the fleet,

when he received the thanks of the Commander in Chief,

for his indefatigable attention to all points of this duty : a

duty which was of the utmost importance, and of no com-

mon difficulty in the execution, as the gun-boats of the

enemy, which carried eighteen and twenty-four pounders,

were extremely troublesome and difficult to repel, in conse-

quence of their laying so low in the water, as to render it

almost impossible for the English ships of war to strike

them with their shot, their guns being so much above them.

Sir John Lockhart Ross, having reshifted his flag to -the

Royal George, returned with the fleet to England.

In a short time after his return he was appointed to the

chief command in the North Sea, whither he repaired with

twelve sail of the line. While on this station the Dutch

fleet, though of superior force, never ventured out of the

Texel, off which he almost daily made his appearance to

look at and count them. On this service he was sorely hurt

that their commerce did not appear to suffer \n any propor-
tion to our own. He frequently had the mortification of

seeing large fleets, of rnerchant ships near the men of war

within the port, with Dutc.h colours flying, as if in de-.

fiance
;
and when those vessels, came out they would show

neutral colours, such as ha4 never before been seen afloat ;

and being furnished with corresponding passes, would saij

by the English fleet with great apparent confidence and un-

concern, being, without doubt, well acquainted with. th$

strift orders given, to the Admiral to respect th" svh,ips $$'

Neutral Powers,,
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On the 24th of September 1787, he was advanced to tho

rank of Vice-Admiral of the Blue, which was the highest he

lived to attain.

Here closed the professional career of Sir John Lockhart

Ross ; and when we consider his zeal, his activity, his un-

common ardour, in the prosecution of all the severe and

unremitting duties of his hazardous profession, with the great

benefits which the commercial interest reaped from his

exertions, he must be allowed to rank with the first naval

characters of his country. His coolness and intrepidity in

the hour of battle were never surpassed : and, in the course of

a long and active service, to fight and to conquer were alike

habitual to him.

That he was a rigid disciplinarian did not arise from a

sternness ofcharacter or a love of power, for he was gentle in

his nature, and possessed all the mild qualities of humanity;
but from a sense of his duty, and the knowledge of what

discipline has ever done, and will ever do, in the British

Navy, Besides he was respected and beloved by all the

Officers and men who served under him, as he never failed

to combine the manners of a gentleman with the feelings of

a man. Several of the brave seamen who had fought under

his banners, when their public services were no longer re^

quired, retired, under his protection, to rural situations

allotted them by his care and attention.

To return to the private character of this worthy man,

many anecdotes occur, which will be considered in the

historic page as deserving of emulation, and truly charac-

teristic of all that is good and noble. There being a total

failure of all means of subsistence in consequence of a severe

frost in the middle of the summer 1783, which was a fatal

and distressing year to the peasantry in North Britain, many
of the Highlanders being reduced to the greatest want, were

obliged to emigrate with their families to the low country,
and settle as day-labourers or domestic servants ; Sir John
Lockhart Ross, which does him the highest credit, under-

standing their lamentable situation, sent to be distributed to
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the sufferers on his own estates a seasonable and bountiful

supply of large quantities of pease, barley, flour, and potatoes,

to which godlike beneficence many hundreds owed their

lives. Let it be added, that he ordered his factor or steward

to give to his Highland tenants, who did not save as much

as would sow their grounds, seed from his farms in the low

country, where the failure was not so great as in the High-

lands j and at the conclusion of the war, upon his return

to his native country, he discounted one- third of the arrears

of rent, over the whole of his estate.

In the parish in which Balnagown castle is situated it is

computed that 350 acres of muir have been brought into

culture within the last thirty-five years ; partly by mealers,

encouraged by the proprietors, and enticed to build huts on

the muir, in the vicinity of peats and turf; partly by the most

substantial farmers, who, as they proceed to inclose their

farms, trench the barren ground within their lines; and

partly by the proprietors, who have ,set the example before

their tenants. Sir John added forty-five acres of muir

ground to the policy round the family seat j a great part

of which now yields very good corn and grass. At the ex-

pence of io,ooo/. sterling, laid out in trenching, building,

fencing, &c. in the course of twenty-live years, he has

greatly beautified the face of the country ; and made Balna-

gown one of the most desirable seats in the north. Immense

trails of ground, at proper distances from the house, are

covered with very thriving plantations of fir, or forest trees ;

most of which were planted by his immediate predecessor ;

and of which his family now begin to reap the benefit.

Sir John Lockhart Ross died on the Qth of June 1790, in

the sixty-ninth year of his age, at his seat of Balnagown ;

after a lingering and painful illness, which he bore with

Christian fortitude and resignation.

On the i6th his remains were interred in the Ross Aisle,

forming the east end of the church of Fearn *, which has

*
formerly one of the first abbacies in that country.
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been the burying place of all the respe&able families of

the name of Ross, for several ages. The nobility and

gentry of many miles round attended to honour the ob-

sequies of a man, who was an honour to his name and

nature, to his profession and his country : while a crowd

of inferior rank, both Highlanders and Lowlanders,

who mourned him as their father,

Came From far off, to weep upon his grave.

He left three daughters and five sons, the eldest of whom,
now Sir Charles Ross, a Major-General in the army, and

representative in Parliament for Ross-shire, succeeded to his

title and estates.

We cannot close this Memoir with a more appropriate

display of the character of that distinguished naval com-

mander and admirable man who is the subject of it,

than the Inscription on his finely-sculptured Monument,
which the excellent person who knew him best, and con-

sequently loved him most, has ereded to perpetuate his

virtues

HERE ARE DEPOSITED THE REMAINS OF

SIR JOHN LOCKHART ROSS, OF BALNAGOWN, BART.
- VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE;

A YOUNGER SON OF SIR JAMES LOCKHART OF CARSTAIRS,
AND OF THE HON. GRIZZEL ROSS, DAUGHTER OF

WILLIAM LORD ROSS.

HE possessed, in an eminent degree,
The qualities of an hero :

In his manners, modest and affable;

In his temper, humane and gentle;

In aftion, brave, enterprising-, and determined.

His turn of mind, at a very early period of life,

Pointed out the naval profession,

As a fit line for him to succeed in.

With the approbation of his family and friends,

He entered into his Majesty's naval service

In 1735, then in his i-fth year.
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His spirit and conduct soon justified

'I'he choice of profession he had made,

While he remained in a subordinate situation.

When advanced to the command of a frigate,

The Tartar, of 24 nine-pounders, and 200 men,

He, in the course of fifteen months, captured in the Channel,

With this single ship,

Nine of the enemy's ships of war !

Several of them being of superior force ;

One of them, the Melampe,

Carrying 36 twelve-pounders, and 300 men ;

Supposed to have been fitted out at Bayonne,
For the purpose of taking the Tartar.

The signal service rendered to the trade of this country,

By his unwearied attention to the protection of it,

Were rewarded by the general applause of his country,

And by distinguished marks of honour conferred upon him

By the cities of London and Bristol.

While his promotion in the navy

Advanced, in the course of long service,

His zeal, intrepidity, and good conduct,

Never abated :

Which, to the honour of the British Navy,
Will probably be well recorded

In the annals of this kingdom.
In times of peace,

He continued ardent in the public cause ;

And for several years served in Parliament,

With that fidelity and honour

Which his constituents looked for in him.

In 1760, he succeeded to the estate of Balnagown,
. Upon the failure of the prior substitutes

In the entail made by his uncle,

The Hon, General Charles Ross, of Balnagown *.

"Central Charles Ross died at Bath in the 66th year of his age, A..D-

and was buried in a stone coffin in the family chapel. Over his remains 2

neat monument was ercdted, on which is an elegant inscription in Latin, re-

counting the high military honours which he attained, and that he had a

principal command and was particularly instrumental in obtaining great honour

to his country over the King of France, in two very bloody wars for the liberty

of Europe, under the auspices of William and Anne. This man was equally
famous ior the arts of peace and war.

4
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In 1762, he married Miss Elizabeth Baillie

Heiress of Lamington,
Eldest xJarrghler oF Robert Dundas* of Araistonj

Lord President of the Court of Session.

He died in 1790, aged 68..

And is succeeded in his estate and title,

By his eldest son, Sir Charles Ross,

Lieutenant-Colonel of the $;th regiment.

To the memory of this most worthy man,
And so brave an Officer,

\Vhose virtues in private life corresponded to

The honour gained by public exploits,

This monument is trefted,

As a testimony of High esteem and affelion>

By Elizabeth Baillie, of Lamington,
His Widow.

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

The eldest son of Sir John Lockhart Ross, Sir Charles Ross, is at

present a Major- General in the army, and Colonel of the second

battalion of the 8 th regiment, and commands one of the districts in

Ireland* He married in 1799, ^a<ty Mary Fitzgerald, eldest daughter
of the Duke of Leinster, by whom he has two daughters ; he has also

a daughter by a former marriage*

The second son, James> is a Post Captain in the Royal Nary ; he

married Miss Farquharson, only daughter of James Farquharson, Esq.
of Invercauld, on the 1 6th of June 1799.
The third son, George, is an Advocate in Edinburgh.
The fourth son, John, is a Captain in the second or Coldstrearri

regiment of Foot Guards.

The fifth, Robert, is a Lieutenant in the zzd regiment of Light

(Irish) Dragoons, now on their passage to Egypt.

ARMS.] Gules, three lions rampant argent, t\vo and one, surmounted with

the Order and Ribbon of a Relight of King James II. of Scotland. Pendant^
a lion with the bloody hand (being the badge of a Scotch Baronet], in its paw.

CREST.} A dexter hand abd arm, off at the elbow, .holding a wreath of

laurel.

SUPFORI Efti.] Two savages clubbed and wreathed round th loins, proper,

en a wreath of its colours.

MOTTO.] Sjev*M SUCCBSJVI

mi vi.
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A rRIBWTE TO THE MEMORT 8/
CAPTAIN BYRON,

ftduufrom Mr. DALLAS'S Miscellaneout Writing!*

still to employ
The mind's brave ardour in heroic aims,

Such as may raise us o'er the groveling herd,

And make us thine for ever, that is lite.

THOMSON.

ON the 1 1 tK of June 1793,

At Dawlish, in Devonshire,

In the 34th year of his age,

DIED

GEORGE ANSON BYRON,
A Captain in the British Navy.

He was

The second son of the late Admiral Byron,

By whom
He was very early introduced into the service,

In which,

Having had several opportunities

Of exerting personal bravery
And professional skill,

He attained

A high degree of glory.

In the war with France, previous to the Revolution in that country,

he commanded the Proserpine, of 28 guns, in which he engaged the

Sphinx, a French frigate, assisted by an armed ship j and some time

after the Alcmene, another French frigate, both of which severally

struck to his superior conduct and gallantry. In the course of the

same war he was appointed to the command of the Andromache^ of 3 2

guns. He was present at Lord Howe's relief of Gibraltar, and at

Lord Rodney's vidory over Count de Grasse. He was considerably

instrumental in bringing on the aclion of th I2th of April, for, as it,

wag puhlickly stated at the time, being statioBed to cruise off the

Diamond Rock, near Martinico, he kept the strictest watch upon the

enemy, by sailing into the mouth of the harbour, where the French

fleet lay, and gave the English Admiral such immediate notice of

their motions, that the British squadron, then lying off St. Lucia,

were enabled to intercept them and force them to battle. In conse-

quence of that important viftory he was chosen by Lord Rodney to

carry home Lord Cranstoun with the account of it. In the Ad-
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tniral's dispatches, Captain Byron's services were honourably men-

tioned, and he had the gratification of being personally well received

by his Majesty.

Desirous of serving in the East Indies, and applying for a ship

goino to that quarter of the globe he was appointed to the command

of the Phoenix, of 36 guns, and sailed with a small squadron under

Commodore Cornwallis, early in the year 1789. Ever active, he

sought the first occasion of assisting in the war against Tippoo Saib ;

and, at the very outset, rendered a signal service, by intercepting the

Sultan's transports, loaded with military stores. After this, he dis-

tinguished himself by landing some of his cannon, and leading a party

of his men to assist in reducing one of the enemy's fortresses on the

coast of Malabar ; for which service, he was publickly praised in the

official accounts that were sent home. Unfortunately he fell a victim

to his alacrity in this war.

When General Abercrombie was on his march towards Seringapa-

tam, the ship which Captain Byron commanded lay off the mouth of

a river, upon which his assistance was required to convey a part of

the army, and it was necessary that he should have an interview with

the General. At the time the interview was to take place, it blew

fresh, and there was a heavy sea on the bar of the river ; but the ser-

vice required expedition, and danger disappeared before his eagerness.

A sea broke upon the boat, and overset her ; in rising, the gunwale
of the boat struck him twice violently upon the breast ; and, when he

was taken up, it was not supposed he could survive the shock he had

sustained. He was, however, for a time restored to life, but he was

no more to be restored to his country. The faculty did what could

be done to preserve him, and then ordered him to England, rather

hoping than believing, he could escape so far with life.

In England he lingered above twelve months, during which he ex-

perienced the misery of witnessing the dissolution of a beautiful,

amiable, and beloved wife, who died at Bath the 26th of February

1793, at the age of twenty-nine years ; upon which event he fled with

his children to Dawlish, and there closed his eyes upon them, just
three months and a fortnight after they had lost their mother.

In his public character, he was brave, active, and skilful, and in

him his Majesty lost an excellent and loyal Officer : in his private

character, he was devout, without the appearance of it, fond of his

family, constant in his friendship, generous and humane. The hearts

of many who read this will bear testimony to the justice of the praise,

as the heart of him who writes it bears a heavy testimony to the sin-

cerity of his affliction.
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF NAVAL HISTORY,

TNSTRUCTIONS and orders issued by Sir Roger Strickland,

Kut. and Lord Dartmouth, progressively Commanders in ChieJ

of the Biitish fleet, anno 1688, to Captain Cloudcsley Shovel, com-

manding the Dover, with copies from his original letters, containing

accounts of his proceedings in consequence of them.

These are the more curious as they tend to illustrate one of the

most important epochs in the history of Britain, and will shew th,e

prudential -though unsuccessful measures taken by King James II.

to qountera& that impeading storm from Holland which produced
the revolution.

YOU are hereby required forthwith (wind and weather permitting} ,

to saile with his Majesty's ship the Dover under your command,

together with his Majesty's ship the Richmond, whose comander is

to observe your orders as far to the northward as Orfordness, on

which Coast you are to cruze for the space of eight days, at the

expiration whereof you are to returne into the Downes, on which

service you are to looke out for and endeavour to speak with all
shipps

passing
those seas to gaine what intelegence you can of the number,

forces: and motion of the shipps of war of any foreigne Prince or State,

of which you are to give an account to me at your returne, with an

abstract of yourjournall in order to his Majesty's information of all

occurrences fit for his knowledge ; but in case you should meete with

any intelegence that you may judge to be of importance to his, Ma-

jesty's service by giveing the more early notice thereof, you are then

not to stay till the said eight days are expired, but imediately to make

the best of your way hither to me, and you are to forbare the putting-

in execution the (38) article of the Ld High AdmiraJl Genii In-

stru&ipn till further orders. Given on board his Majesty's ship the

Bristell, in the Downes, this 2Oth day of June i68q.

To Cat. Clo-wdiJey Shovett, ROG* STRICKLAND,
Commander ofhis Maj's ship Dover.

SIR,

MY last was the 2ist of June with a coppy of my order from Sir

Roger Strickland to cruse of Orfordness, where nothing happened

only by the Harwich packet! boate y' camo from the Brile I was

informed y
l of the Maze Kid 14 Dutch men of warr, three ware flag

s, they
ware all about y

e

bigness of our fourth rates, and 12 ware
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jon a eruseing 6 to the, northward and 6 to the westward ; y< they

are a fitting and manning all theire grate shipps at Helversluse, and

fight fireships. What else I have to trouble your honr att preseuc 15,

y
v

I have not received his Maj's order for rateing Mr. James Leve-

stone a vollenteare. The southerly winds have blovven hard which

have kept Us out of the Downes till last night not else. I remaine

Honwe S*

Dover, in the Doianett Your faithful! and hum"* Serv^

3</7/y, 1688. CLOWo SHOVELL.

By Sir ROGER STRICKLAND, Knt. Rear Admiral of England, &c.

IN case of our meeting with any forreigne shipps of warr, upon my
hoisting a jack flagg at the mizen peake you are to put yourselfe

in the line of battle, the Nonsuch leading the van, with the Sampson

fireship on her weather quarter, according to the order written, and

to be followed att a convenient distance by the rest of the fleet.

Signal to repairs qu board the fla.gg, is a pendant att mizen top-saile

starboard yard-arm.

Nonsuch, Sampson, Bonadventure, Richmond, Dover, Assurance,

Greenwich, Guernsey, Mordant, Larke, Charles galley, Rose, Mary,
Halfemoone, Deptford, Saudadoes, Tyger, Crowne, Bristoll, Reserve,

Jiampshire, Swan, Constant, Warwick, Jersey.

If I would have the Jersey tack and lead the van, an ensigne shall

be hoisted at the mizen peake, and if afterwards there should be oc-

casion for the Nonsuch reasumeing the van, the ensigne shall be taken

from the mizen peake and the jack hoisted as before. In case of

separation you are to repair, if within tenn days, to Solebay, and

afterwards into the Downes. Given on board his Maj's shipp the

Mary, the th of July, 1688.

To Capt. C/W-f. Stove/t, ROGER STRICKLAND,
ommanjr of his Maj's shipp Dover,

WHEREAS the States of the United Netherlands have att tin*

time made more then ordenary preparations in fitting out their naval!

forces, you are (in oider to the preventipg any designes they may
have against us), to saile with his Maj's shipp Dover, together with

the Assurance (whose commander is hereby required to observe your

prders), as farr to the norwatd as Orfordness, where in cruzing yQU
?:rp to endeavour to spe,ak with all shipps and vessels passing
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teas, especially those that come from the eastward, to gain what in-

telligence you can of the number, force, and motion of the said

Dutch fleet, taking care you do not faile of returning to me att or

before the 8th of 7ber ; but iu case you should meet with any intelli-

gence of their designes or motion that a more early notice thereof

may be of importance to his Maj's service, you are then to make the

best of your way to me, and the better to find me in case the wind

be easterly you are to take care you do not miss of me between the

INorthsands Head and the Kentis Knock ; but if it should over blow

Trhik the wind is easterly you are to looke for me in Bolloigne Bay,
if westerly, you may certainly find me in the Downes. Given on

board his .Maj's shipp the Mary in the Downes, this
3-1

st of

August, 1 68 3.

ROGER STRICKLAND.
To Capt Clotvditly Shove!!, Commander

efln$ Majesty's ibifp Dover.

KONMe
9r,

THE enclosed is a copy of an order I received from & Roger
Strickland, y 3151 August, 1688, in the prosecution of which I was

informed by a packett boat from Holland, that off y Brill lyeth eigh-
tecne Dutch men of warr, shipps of dfcout y

e

bignesse of our 4
th

rates,

they lay single, and looked on their anchors every day, of \vch three

were flagg, as big as cur 3d rates and expected a reinforcement of

fcixteene saile from ye Texll every moment, its reported from Amster-

dam and other paits of Holland, that they will be increased to fifty

taile yett before winter.

The winds have blown hard southerly, which prevented our being
here sooner, this is what at present offers from,

Honble
S',

Your most faithfull and very humble Serr
,

Dover, inDouinet, ?-,' 1688. CLOW" SHCVELL.

THESE are to direft and require you forthwith to saile with his

Maj's shipp the Dover under your command, to the Bifoy of the

Gun Fleet, where you are to come to an anchor, and remain till you
receive my further orders, or till you shall have notice either from the

stoutts, or yourself shall discover the approach of the Dutch fle<?t,

upon which you are immediately to returne, fireing of guns in your

comeing to give me notice of the same, and taking care to protect

and brjng with you the seveial smacks ordered att the several buoys a&
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by their instruftion (copies whereof they have herewith), they are

appointed, for which this shall be your warrent. Given on board

ye Resolution at the buoy of the Nore, this igth Sber, 1688.

-DARTMOUTH.
By his Lordship's command,

To Capt ClouaJuley Shovell, P.. BOWLES.
Commandr ofhis M.aj's ihipp Dover.

Having ordered Capt. Froud, Command,, of his Maj's shipp the

Ruby, to proceed to the Gunfleet and follow such orders as he shall

receive from you, and the Advice aud Jersey to relieve the Ports-

mouth and Larke at Orfordness, whose commanders I have likewise

ordered in their return to put themselves under your command ; and

having also directed the comandr of his Maj's said shipp the Advice

"tapon the approach of the Dutch fleet imediately to send the Jersey

with advice thereof to you, in order to your giving it me, which you
are hereby required to doe in the most expeditious manner you can.

These are to direft and require you to take the said shipps upon your

arrival under your comand, and give their comanders such dire&Jon?

as you shall think will be most conducive to the weak of his Maj'$

ervioe.

I have likewise directed the comanders of the said shipps to take

up and impress what men they can, of which I have ordered them to

give you an account, which you are hereby required forthwith to

transmit to me, in order to their being distributed to such shipps in

the fleet as I shall think most proper to receive them. Given ca

board the Resolution, att the Ouz Edge, this zoth of Sber, 1688.

DARTMOUTH.
By his Lordship's command,

To Capt. Shove*, Comandtr P. BOWLES.
ofhis Maj's thip Dover.

To my Lord DART MOUTH,
MY LORD,

I RECEIVED yo
r

Lordship's commands of y* .loth inst. tf
Captain Froude, and returiie yo

r

Lordship ray most humble thanks

for y
e

shipps you have been pleased to putt under my command, well

I have disposed of as followeth, Captain Froude I have ordered head

way, and to informe himselfe of all shipps that come from y* norward

r eastward thro' that Channel, if they har seen or heard any news



Jt rttUSTRATtONS Of NAVAL

of ye Dutch fleet, and to give me notice of all creditable intelligence*

tvhich I will transmit to your Lordshipp, he will also lye in a good
station for pressing of men. I desrgne when Capt. St. Loe comes, to

order him to ride fuither esterly, neare the shipp-wash in order to

apeake with all shippa that shall come without, and I observe all the

small vessells that come from y
e norward saile near y

e
shore thiough

the Wallett, therefore I designe y
e Larke to ride either in the Rowle*

ing Grounds or Casley Bay, with y* same orders y
e rest have, and

intend to continue att the Gunfleet, so that no shipps shall be able to

come up y
e Swin, but we shall speake with ; y

e
weather permitting

y* shipps I intend in this posture, except yor Lordshipp shall please

to. order otherwise.

I found rideing at y
e
Gunfleet a k,etch, wch have removed y

e

buoy

according to order, and being in want of water and ballast, have ven-

tured to send him to Harwich in order to supply my wants, I taking
care that no vessel be missled by y

e removall of y
e

buoy. I hope your

iiordshipp will pardon my ordering y
e ketch from her station, and

request I may have her or some other smack vessell to send to your

Lordshipp such intelligence as I shall meet with here or men if we

gett any, not else att presant to trouble your Lordshipp, only out

provisions
will grow short. I remain,

My Lord,

Your Lordshipp's most faithfull

Dover, the Gunfleett And obedient Servant*

tetter, 1688. CLOWD SHOVELL*

BY vertue of an order to me directed from my Lord Dartmouth*

bearing date the 2oth instant, to send two shipps out to cruize on

this coast to prevent any affront that may be comitted by the French

or others. You are hereby required (wind and weather permitting),

to saile with his Maj's shipps under your command, on the backside of

the Isle of Wight, or places adjacent on this coast, for six or seven days,

to prevent any affront that may be offered by the French of others,

and to take under your command the St. Albans, whose commander

is to follow your orders, and when the terme of seven dayes be ex-

pired you are to returne for further orders, and other shipps to be sent

in your roome ; you are also to search all shipps comting out from

Portsmouth, and take out of them all ouspt tied persona, and for so

doeing this shall be your warrant. Dated on board his Maj's shipp

Elizabeth at Spithead, the 3ist of xber, 1688.

JOHN EERY,
To Capt. Cloivd. Shovcll,

Commander of his Maj's shipp Dover.

4
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BISTORT OF

THE PORT OF PLYMOUTH, PLYMOUTH DOCK,
-AND THEIR ENVIRONS,

rorh several scarce Sftotitcripts and Books of Authority,from tbt

tarltfst Period to the Tear 1801. With Notes and Observations.

y B. R. HAYDON, Plymouth, 1801.

TpLYMOUTH) a large considerable sea port In the west of England,
situated at the conflux of the rivers Tamer and Plym, in lat. 50.

32. N. long. 4. 10. W. forty-four miles W. of Exeter, the capital of

the county of Devon, and 2 1 8 miles W. by S. of the city of London;
has a plentiful market for corn> free of Toll, on Mondays and Thurs-

days ;
for poultry, butter, &c. Mondays, Thursdays, and Saturdays ;

and for shambles meat, fish, and vegetables, every day in the week

except Sundays. Principal fair, November 2. This town* like most

Bothers of ancient foundation, is involved in monkish and fabulous

obscurity. From scarce manuscripts and old printed books the fol-

lowing account of this very ancient town appears most consonant to

truth and fidelity : In the time of the Saxon heptarchy it was called

Tamerweorth, according to St. Indraftus, in his life, as being
situated at the conflux of the river Tamer, on, its approach to the sea.

From the period of the Saxon heptarchy little with certainty can be

learnt respecting Plymouth till the reign of Edward I. anno 1304,

when the manors of Sutton Prior and Sutton Valletort were in the

hands of that Sovereign ; it acquired then the name of Sutton or

South Town, probably from its southerly situation ; it was also called,

Sutton Valletort, as belonging partly to the noble family of that name,

and Sutton Prior as partly belonging to the prior of Plympton, who
'

held it on lease from the Crown, paying a fee- farm rent ofay/. 6s. %d.

annually, for the privilege of granting leases of houses, and for the

nomination of a vicar to the parish church of St. Andrew *. About-

* From ancient records the following curious facls appear, th.at in the dif-

ferent disputes between the Crown and the prior of Plyrapton, the jury assem-

bled on those occasions generally gave a verdict in favour of the prior, being ail

iiis oivn tenants at "witl. '

A learned and married priest called Ealpbege, in the reign of King William

Rufus, A. D. 1 102, is said by some very old black books to have flourished here

to the great offence of the clergy of that day, who preferred wacubinage to

Wedlock- .

> _
.

|

vi. r
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the third year of the reign of King Edward II. anno Dom. 1309*

great disputes arose between the prior of Plympton and the King

respecting certain rights and immunities claimed by the former, and

constantly opposed by the latter. At length by a writ issued to the

prior from the Exchequer in 1313, a jury was summoned to sit and

determine the differences between King Edward II. and the prior }

\vhen the jury determined that the prior of Plympton was still to pay

a fee-farm rent of zc)l. 6j. 8^/. into the Exchequer for the use of his

Majesty, and be confirmed in his right of nomination to the

vicarage of St. Andrew's church, to grant leases of houses as lord of

the fee> and to have a manor view of frank pledge, assize of bread and

beer, ducking stool, and pillory, with the fishery of the waters from

the entrance of Catwater to the head of the river Plym. In the reign

of King Edward III. the manor came into the hands of John de

Eltham, Earl of Cornwall, with the fishery of the waters, as ancient

demesne. Disputes again arose between the prior of Plympton and

the Earl, the former claiming by virtue of a charter of King Henry-

Ill . from which a special jury summoned on the occasion declared

they considered their liberties derived, and that the prior of Plympton
and themselves had enjoyed them for fifteen years in the town of

Sutton or Southton, the ancient name of Plymouth. Under these

circumstances the privileges granted in the reign of Edward II. were

again confirmed to the prior. About the thirteenth year of the reign

of King Edward III. the town flourishing greatly by the fostering

care of the then prior of Plympton, who had greatly enlarged it by

granting leases for small fines to build on, and * a noble castle being

* On a rokky hill hard by is a castel quadrate, having at each corner a

great round tower. It seemeth to be no very old peace of worke. Hard to

this castelle waul, Vcsey, now bishop of Exeter, began a piece of a strong waul

from Plymouth." Jutland's Itinerary, vol. iii. p. 23.

At this date, 1801, there are the remains of the eastern towers (above thtf

barhacan formerly its principal outwork toward Sutton Pool, now a noble pier),

n the top of the north end of which is a garden ; and in a strait line are the re-

mains of the right eastern tower, about a foot from the ground on the hill

leading towards the victualling office, the remainder of this venerable castle,

Trhich so effectually opped the ravages of the French hi the thirteenth year of

the reign of Edward JH. and the sixth of Henry IV. are alas! no more, but

mouldered into ruins, and now form garden walls, scarcely a trace of them being
to be seen. It is very certain that the town took its arms at its incorporation
j8th Henry VI. 1439, frm this very fort turretted with four round towers;

the present arms of the town being four caetles, Noir, on a field argent, charged
ietween a cross Noir. Supporters* Two lions ramp. Motto. Turritftri'mima
t;t ntmin fZ-cva.-AUTHO*.
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-Created on the south side of the town tojvards the Haw, built at the

sole expence of Edmund Stafford, 1 396, Bishop of Exeter, who ofteq

resided there during the summer months ; it became soon an objeft of

jealousy to the French residing in Brittany, who landed in great

force on that side of the town (called Britton side to this day). Th?
.inhabitants bravely opposed them till large reinforcements of thtf

country gentlemen near Plymouth with their vassals, and alsa thi

posse comitatus, under that gallant young nob'eman Hugh Courtney,
then Earl of Devon, only twenty seven years of age, came to their

assistance, vigorously attacked the enemy, drove them to their ships,

with the loss on the side of the French of near 8co killed, wounded,

drowned, and prisoners, and thus freed the town from being burnt

and plundered. But in the sixth year of the reign of King Henry IV.

anno dom. 1404, the French came in greater force under the Marshall

of Bretagne and the Lordde Castell, landed near Britton's side, and suc-

ceeded, before assistance could arrive, to destroy the whole ofthe town,

called Britton's side, burning upwards of 600 houses, although in their

attempt on the castle and the high part of the town, called OldTown, they

failed, and retired to their ships with great loss. Steering their course

eastward, the Marshall ofBretagne landed near Dartmouth and attempted
to burn it, but was

obliged, by the intrepid bravery of the inhabitants,

both men and women, to escape again to his ships with great

slaughter, besides- having the General Lord de Castell, three Lords,

twenty-three Knights, and 600 men made prisoners. From the burn-

ing the new part of the town by the French, called Britton's side, it

dwindled in consequence of this great devastation to a mere village,

inhabited by fishermen, and remained in this mean and obscure situa-

tion till the reign of King Henry VI. when the prior of Plympton at

that period rebuilt at his sole expence a number of houses on the east"

ward part of the town, and by generously granting certain privilegea

,and leases at small fines to persons willing to become residents, the

town again increased, and its declining trgde revived with great spirit

and industry, its spacious and convenient port being so peculiarly

adapted for the purposes of trade and commerce with foreign ports,

and its harbours of the Sound, Hamoaze, and Catwater, and Button

Pool, being so commodious for vessels of the greatest burthen to

anchor without striking sail. About the year 1438, the merchants

and inhabitants of Sutton Prior and Valletort, petitioned King Henry
VI. to have the town incorporated and have a wall built round it for

its better defence against the irruption of the enemy, referring to a

petition for the same privileges preferred the thirteenth of Hewy IV,
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about thirty years before, and seven years after the town had beert

burnt and destroyed by the Marshall of Bretagne and Lord de Castett,

with a body of French troops from Bretagne.

The above towns were first incorporated by aft of Parliament which

received the Royal assent the eighteenth of King Henry VI. 1439,

by the style and title of the Mayor and Commonalty of Plymouth,
the town being divided into four wards, viz. the Old Town Ward,

Higher Vintre ward, Lower Vintre ward, and Looe-street ward,

with a captain and inferior officers to each, the Mayor being the head

of the whole. In the fourth of Edward IV. a confirmation of the

above liberties and franchises was granted to the mayor and commonalty
of Plymouth by that Prince, on condition of paying a fee farm rent of

4i/.
* to the prior of Plympton, also ten marks to the prior of Bath,

from which period the lordship of the fee of the manor of Sutton

Prior and Sutton Valletorc, on the paying the above compensation to

Plympton priory, was vested in the mayor and commonalty of Ply.

mouth for ever ; together with the assize of bread and bter, fishery

of the waters, view of frankpledge, tolls of the markets, ducking-

stool, and pillory, which is in the possession of the mayor and com-

monalty to this day.

No material occurrence happened till the reign of King Henry VIII,

when, at the dissolution of priories by that Prince, the entire
lordship

of the borough, with the patronage of St. Andrev/s church (previous

to which the prior of Plympton was the sole impropriator), together

with the hospital t of White Friars, situated on the east part of the

town, the hospital J of Grey Friars on the north side of St. Andrew's

* This fee-farm rqt was reduced to tyl. 6s. Zd. on account of the decay of

the town.

j-
The hospital of White Friars, situated on the east side of the town, after

going through various hands, is now in the possession of the respectable family

cf the Julians, but was converted into an hospital for sick soldiers of Plymouth

garrison in the year 1794, when the great mortality prevailed among the troops

detained at this port for the Wcsj India expedition ; it is still a military infirmary

for the regiments in Mill and Frankfort barracks, f-ince 1794, a noble military

hospital has been built near Stoke church for sick, wounded, and convalescent

soldiers, with every accommodation that can administer to their comfort, by a

grant from Parliament, at the recommendation of the soldier's friend, his

Royal-Highness the Duke of York, Commander in Chief of his Majesty's forces.

-AUTHOR.

J The hospital of Grey Friars, on the north side of St. Andrew's church,

was for many years a respectable academy for reading, writing, and

but now a private, house. AUTHOR.



HISTORY OF THE PORT OF PLYMOUTH, &C. 3^

church, with the abbeys
* of Cistercian Friars, S. and S. E. of the

above church, and every thing appertaining to the above situations,

fell, by grant of King Henry VIII. into the hands of the mayor and

commonalty, who enjoy them '"with many other valuable appendages

(some lost by lapse of time), to this period. During the
reigri

of

Queen Elizabeth a new charter was granted to the town of Ply-

mouth, at the instance and request of the mayor and commonalty,
assisted by their patron the gallant Admiral Sir F. Drake, of in>-

mortal memory, who was extremely a&ive in getting new privileges

for the town near which he was born, viz. a charter confirming the

aft of Pailiament of incorporation tc the mayor and commonalty in

the eighteenth of Henry VI. and also a subsequent confirmation of

their liberties as before described in the fourth of King Edward IV.

Besides a new charter of incorporation of mayor and commonalty as

before, but more particularly defined by the style and title of Mayor,
Recorder, Town Clerk, and twelve Magistrates or Aldermen } and ac-

cording to the charter, to assist them, a court of common council, con-

sisting of twenty-four common council, selected from the body of the

commonalty or freemen of the borough, with a Coroner. As there

cannot be any name of ancient date more dear to Englishmen as well as

Plymouthians, a short sketch of that great man Admiral Sir F. Drake,

then M. P. for Plymouth, must be very acceptable : The celebrated

Camden says, in his Maritime Atchievements, he was the greatest

Captain of the age, and Camden was his contemporary. He was born

near Tavistock, anno 1545, and being a boy of a perfect adventurous

disposition, was by his parents bred to the sea + ;
at a very early period

of his life he went to the West Indies, and was personally concerned

in surprising several strong places in Hispaniola from the Spaniards,

particularly his attack on Carthagena, which he and his brave com-

panions in arms carried sword in hand. He blocked up the bay of

Mexico for near two years, and returned to Plymouth about 1573.
His great success in this expedition, joined to his honourable con-

duct towards his owners, gained him great reputation. He then

fitted out three stout frigates at his own expence, and sailed for Ire-

land, where under the father of the afterwards unfortunate Earl of

Essex, he served as a volunteer without pay or reward. On the death

of his noble
patron Walter the late Earl of Essex, he returned to

* The abbey of Cistercian Friars, south of St. Andrew's church, was, after the

dissolution, private property, and was converted into a straw and wicker manu-

faflory, but ha? within these two years been refitted completely for a dwelling

house and extensive wine vaults, called, in conformity to its ancient name,'the

abbey wine vaults. AUTHOR.

f At the charge of Sir J. Hawkins, his kinsman.
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England, where he was introduced to her Majesty Queen Elizabeth,

and was very graciously received. He proposed a voyage in the South

Seas through the straits of Magellan ; on its being mentioned to the

Queen she approved of it and furnished him with appropriate means ;

his own fame, and his perseverance and skill as a navigator, soon drew

together a number of persons, particularly from Plymouth, to join in

the expedition. He sailed with five ships and 164 men, on the 131!! of

December 1577, on entering Rio di la Plata, he parted company with

two of his barks, and meeting with them again at sea, took out their

men, stores, and provisions, and scuttled them ; on the zoth of Auguft
he entered the Straits of Magellan, and on the 25th of September

passed them with his own ship, and coasted along the coasts of Chili

and Peru, annoying the Spanish trade and factories by sea and land.

He then coasted America to 48 degrees, yet he could not find a

passage into our seas ;
but landing, he called the country New Albion,

in honour of Queen Elizabeth, taking possession of it in her name.

He then, after running on a rock the loth of December 15791 near

Celebes, fortunately got off and continued his course, and on the I5th
of June 1580, he doubled the Cape of Good Hope, having on board

only fifty eight men, and very short of water ; having refitted he on

the 1 6th of July made the coast of Guinea, on the nth of September
he made Terura, and on the 3d of November 1580, arrived safe in

Plymouth Sound, to the great joy of the inhabitants. He was received

by the Mayor and Corporation at his landing at the Barbacan steps,

in their formalities, the bells of St. Andrew's church ringing the

whole of that day and night. After visiting his native farm near

Tavistock, and being treated in the most honourable manner by the

Mayor and Corporation of Plymouth, and the nobility and gentry of

the neighbourhood, he sailed for Deptford in his little bark ; her

Majesty and suite honoured him with their presence, and conferred

on him the order of knighthood, with her approbation of his conduct.

The Queen ordered his ship to be preserved as a striking monument

of his own and country's glory. It remained a long period at Dept-
ford as an objeft of admiration, till decaying, from its planks was

made a chair, said to have been presented to the University of Oxford,

with appropriate verses on the occasion by the celebrated Cowley.

In 1587, with thirty sail of men of war he destroyed ten thousand

tons of shipping in Cadiz Bay, calling it very frequently singeing the

King of Spain's whiskers. From his having circumnavigated the world

in two years and ten months, he was presented with a silver goblet *,

* This goblet is in the possession of a female descendant of Sir F. Drake,

Knt. to this day, who has also a very good portrait of the gallant Admiral,

rather in better preservation than the portrait in the Guildhall. AUTHOR.
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emblazoned with his arms, in compliment to his superior abilities as

a seaman and navigator. The following lines in Latin were also pre-

sented to him :

" DRAKE, perrerati novit quern terminus orbis,

Quemque j
semel mundi vidit uterque polus,

Si taceant Homines, facient te sidere natum,
Sol nescit commitis immemor esse sui."

The following curious Latin proposals for peace were made by the

Spanish Ambassador to Queen Elizabeth previous to the sailing of

the Spanish Armada:

Te veto ne pergas bello defendere Belgas :

Quae Dracus eripuif nunc restituanter oportet,

Quas pater evertit jubeo te condere cellus;

Religio Papae fac restituatur ad unguem.

Translation by Dr Fuller.

* These to you are our cpmmands,
Send no help to the Netherlands

5

Of the treasure took by Drake,
Restitution you must make

;

And those abbeys buiid anew,
Which your father overthrew ;

If for any peace you hope,
In all points restore the Pope.

1 '

The Queen's extempore Reply.

Ad grsecasT-tjOTte Rex, fient mandata kalendas.

Translation by Dr. Fuller.

*
Worthy King, know, this your will,

At latter Lammas we'll fulfill."

A very spirited and pithy answer of the Queen's, which was fully

supported by the exertions of Sir F. Drake and his brave companions
in arms at the memorable defeat of the Spanish Armada.

From this period to that of the defeat of the Spanish Armada in

1588, he was principally employed in a work which reflects immortal

honour on his memory and perseverance, and of which every inha-

bitant of Plymouth feels grateful at the recolleftion, the bringing of

a full stream of water from the
'

springs in Dartmoor to Plymouth,
a distance of near twenty-four miles (by its windings and turnings),

to the very great accommodation and benefit of the inhabitants *.

* The water is conveyed to all the liouses by leaden pipes from a reservoir

above the town, on the proprietor or lessee paying the mayor and commonalty
a fine of three guineas and a half for a lease of twenty-one years, and a quit-rent

annually of twelve shillings a year, Persons who use more water than private
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On this stream he erefted several grist mills for the advantage o

townj as well as fulling and tucking mills, and performed the whole at

his sole expence and charge. Admiral Sir Francis Drake bore a very

honourable part in the defeat of the Invincible Spanish Armada in

1588, and returned with never fading laurels to his almost native town.

This great navigator and brave seaman died of a bloody flux occa-

sioned by disappointment, on board his own ship, near the town of

Nombre di Dios, in the West Indies, January 28, 1595-6. His

death was truly lamented by the whole nation^ but particularly by the

inhabitants of this town. He was elected in the twenty-seventh

year of Queen Elizabeth for the borough of Tintagel, in the county
of Cornwall, and for Plymouth in the thirty-fifth year of the same

reign. On the anniversary of the defeat of the Spanish Armada in

1588, in honour of the memory of their countryman, Admiral Sir F.

Drake, Knt. the bells of St. Andrew's church constantly ring several

peals. There is a piiflure of this naval hero in the Guildhall, from

tradition said to be a good likeness. He is represented in the dress

of the times, leaning his hand on the terrestrial globe, which he had

so often traversed with so much honour to himstlf and country.

[70 be continued occasional^.]

TRANSLATION ofthe INSCRIPTION on thefamous Pier ^/CHERBOURG
in NORMANDY, demolished by the ENGLISH in the Tear 1758,

under the ccmmand ofCommodore HOWE and General BLIGH.

LOUIS and Fleury trust to Asfeldt's care,

Amidst the waves to laise this mighty pier j

Propitious to our wish the fabrick stood,

Curb'd the fierce tide, and tam'd the thteat'ning flood,

Hence wealth and safety flow, hence jut renown,

The King, the Statesman, and the Hero crown.

PARAPHRASED ly en ENGLISH OFFICER immediately before tr>s

Demolition,

Louis and Fleury must with Asfeldt now,

Resign to George, to Pitt, to Bligh and Howe }

One blast destroyed the labour of an age,

Let loose the tide?, and bid the billows rage 5

Their wealth and safety's gone, their glory lost,

The King, the Statesman, and the Hero's boast.

families pay I/. 41. per annum, and brewers tl. 81. per annum, as Sir Francis DraVc

veued the property in the mayor and commonalty of that day, and their Cr

cessors for ever. The lewees for the Water pay also the COH of hying down tUe

pipes. AUTHOR.

a
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VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY.

ON the 28th of September 1791, Captain D'Entrecasteaux sailed

from Brest. The objects of his voyage were to search after Cap-

tain La Pcyrouse, and to make a complete survey of the coast of New

Holland, an island of three thousand leagues in circumference, which

Cook and La Perouse had not been able to describe, and the know-

ledge of which was essentially necessary to geography. He had two

barks, La Recherche and L, Esperance of 1 6 guns and 1 1 men each,

and was provided with astronomers, naturalists, a gardener, instru-

ments, and, in short, with whatever could contribute to render the

voyage useful.

The barks touched at Teneriffe, their advices from whence were

dated the J3th of October 1791 ; and afterwards at the Cape of

Good Hope, where Bertrand, the astronomer, died by a fall.

On the H5th of February 1792 they left the Cape, and visited New

Guinea, the country of Arsacides on the 9th of July ; and New
Ireland on the I7th. On the 6th of September they returned to

Amboyna, one of the Philippine Islands.

After a month's stay at the island of Amboyna, Captain D'Entre-

casteaux sailed from thence, on the I ith of October 1792, to run

dolvn the coast of New Holland, beginning by the south-west part,

the one least known, and steering afterwards for the southern pait,

He was, however, constantly baffled by the easterly and south-

<asterly winds, insomuch that this part of the enterprize failed.

On the 3d of December 1792 the barks reached the Cape,, situ-

ated at the south-east extremity of New Holland, running down the

southern coast till the jd of January. About two-thirds of this

coast they explored.

The south-east winds, and the want of water, obliged them, on the

zoth of February, to stop at Cape Diernes, the south-east extremity
of that great Island ; in this part of the southern coast they met with

very fine harbours. At the end of three weeks they steered for New
Zealand, visiting the Friendly Islands, New Caladonia, Solomon's

Islands, or the country of the Arsacides, the side of Louisiana Bou-

gainville had npt seen, New Brittany, and the Admiralty Islands.

The whole of this navigation is extremely dangerous j for the

distance of 1 200 leagues there are reefs of rocks almost as high as

the water's edge ; and it is probable that La Peyrouse perished there,

unless indeed he fell a viftim to the tempest of the 3151 of December

1788, in the Indian Seas, as was thought at the timc
T

The me-

VI. c
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morials of this part of the voyage are of extreme importance to

geographers.

D'Entrecasteaux died in the month of July 1793 ^"s death wa*

preceded about two months by that of Captain Huon, Commander of

L'Esperance. The second captain of La Recherche, D'Hesminy
D'Auiibeau, of the Toulon Department, assumed the command of

the expedition ; and in the month of August \ 793, returned to Vegio,
one of the Molucca Islands. In September he reached Bouro near

Amboyna ; and, on the 23d of October, anchored off Sourabaya, in

the island of Java, the smallest of the three Dutch establishments

there.

Here they became acquainted with the French Revolution, which

excited divisions among the crews. On the igth of February 1794,
.D'Auribeau displayed the white flag, and delivered up the two vessels

to the Dutch, under whose protection he put himself. He seized on

all the journals, charts, notes, and memorandums of the expedition,

and apprehended those of the crews whose political sentiments did not

coincide with his. The latter, however, afterwards obtained per-

mission from the Governor of Batavia, to proceed to the Isle of

Prance, which they reached to the number of z8 persons, after a

passage of ^4 days, in the corvette Le Leger, under the conduct of

Captain Villaumez, then a Lieutenant of the Marine, attached to the

merchant service.

He contrived to save a journal, by distributing the leaves in tea

cannisters, which he has delivered to the commission of marine. The
Governor of the lole of France has sent to Java to claim the French

Tessels, effecls, and papers of this important voyage ; and we have

every reason to hope that he will not be unsuccessful.

Out of 215 men, of whom the crews consisted, 36 died on thTs

difficult and interesting -voyage. Ventenat died at the Isle of,

France
;
and Pierson, the Astronomer, at Java.

Riche, the Naturalist, remained at Java, as did also LabihVdiere,
who is with the Dutch Governor of Samarang. Lahaye, the

Gardener, remains to look after the bread fruit trees brought from

the Friendly Islands for the Isle of France. Piron, the Painter, is

tvith the Governor of Souraboya. And Deschamps is the only na-

turalist who continued \viih D'Auribeau.

This account came from Captain Villaumez, at Brest. An account

of this voyage has appeared in France by M. Labillardiere ;
and has

been translated from the French, and published by Mr. Debrett in tw

octavo volumes, with 44 plates.
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAfAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

SHOULD the following anecdote of a British Sailor be thought wortny of in*

sertion in your useful and entertaining work, it will much oblige,

A CONSTANT READER.

^uecn Street) Lincoln} Inn FielJs.

ANECDOTE OF A BRITISH SAILOR,
RELATED BY MR. 1VEJ.

IN 17,6 Admiral Watson having sailed with his squadron, and riie

Kind's Troops, from Fort St. David, in the East Indies, to the

Assistance of Calcutta, stopped at Mayapore, on the Banks of the

Ganges, where the enemy had a place of considerable strength, called

Bounce Fort, which it was necessary to secure before he proceeded on

the expedition. The aftion began with a brisk cannonade from th$

squadron, which soon silenced the cannon of the fort : but the gar-

rison not offering to surrender, and continuing to discharge fire

arrows, and small arms, it was determined in a council of sea and land

officers, that Colonel Clive should endeavour to take it by assault.

For this purpose, at five in the evening, the admiral landed an officer,

two midshipmen, and about forty sailors from each ship, under the

command of Captain King, to assist the colonel in storming the fort j

which he intended doing just before day light, under the cover of

t\vo twenty-four pounders close to the ditch. In the mean time the

colonel had given directions that the whole army (the necessary

guards excepted), and the detachment from the ships, should rest on

the ground, in order to recover themselves as much as possible from

the great fatigues they had undergone in the preceding day's service.

All was now quiet in the camp : we on board the ships, that lay at

their anchors at but a small distance from the shore, had entertained
1

thoughts of making use of this interval to refresh ourselves also, with

an hour or two of sleep ; when suddenly a loud and universal ac-

clamation was heard from tht shore ; and soon after an account was

brought to the admiral that the fort had been taken by storm.

This was a joyful piece of news, and the more so as it was quite un-

expected : but when the particular circumstances that ushered in

this success were related, our exultation was greatly diminished because

we found that the discipline so indispensably necessary in all naval ex.

ploits, had been intirely disregarded in the present instance ; and

therefore could not help looking upon the person, who had the

principal
hand in this viftory, rather as an object of chastisement

than of applause. The case was this, during the tranquil state of the

camp, one STRAHAX, a common sailor, belonging to the Kent, luwingr

I
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just received his allowance of grog, found his spirits too much elated

to think of taking any rest ;
he therefore strayed by himself towards

the fort, and imperceptibly got under the walls. Being advanced

thus far without interruption he took it into his head to scale at 3

breach, that had been made by the cannon of the ships ; and having

fortunately reached the Bastion, he there discovered several Moors

sitting upon the platform, at whom he flourished his cutlass, and then

fired his pistol, and having given three loud huzzas, cried out, the

place is mine. The Moorish Soldiers immediately attacked him, and

he defended himself with incredible resolution ; but in the rencounter,

had the misfortune to have the blade of his cutlass cut in two, about a

foot from the hilt : this however did not happen until he was warmly

supported by two or three other sailors who had accidentally straggled

to the same part of the fort, on which the other had mounted ; they

hearing Strahan's cries, immediately scaled the breach likewise ; and

with their triumphant sound, roused the whole army, who taking the

alarm presently fell on pell mell, without order and without discipline,

following the example of the sailors. This attack, though made in

such confusion, was followed with no other ill consequence but the

death of the worthy Captain Dougall Campbell who was unfortunately

killed by a musket bullet from one of our own pieces in the general

confusion. Captain Coote commanded the fort for that night ; and

at day-break the fort saluted the admiral. It was never exaclly

known what number of Moors there were in the fort, when our

people- first entered. We took in the fort eighteen cannon, from

twenty- four pounders downwards, and forty barrels of powder*

Strahan, the hero of this adventurous action, was soon brought before

the admiral ; who notwithstanding the success that had attended it,

thought it necessary to shew himself displeased with a measure, in

which the want of all naval discipline so notoriously appeared. He
therefore angrily enquired into the desperate step which he had taken :

Strahan, ivbat is thii that you have been doing ? The sailor after having

made his bow, scratched his head, and with one hand twirling his hat

on the other, replied, Why to be sure, Sir, it was 1 who took thefort ; but

J hope your Honour, at how there was no harm in it. The admiral

with difficulty restrained from smiling at the simplicity of Strahan's

answer ; and having expatiated largely on the fatal consequences that

might have attended his irregular ccfiduft, with a severe rebuke

dismissed him ; but not before he had given Strahan some distant

hints, that at a proper opportunity he would be certainly punished for

his temerity. STRAHAN amazed to find himself blamed, where heex-

pefted praise, had no sooner gone from the admiral's cabin, than

he muttered to himself, if I amfoggedfor this here aSTton : / ivittntver



take anotherfort 1>y myself., as long as I live ly G- d. The novelty of

the case, the success of the enterprise, and the courageous spirit which

he had displayed, pleaded strongly with the admiral in behalf of the

offender ; and yet at the same time the discipline of the service

required that he should shew him outwardly some marks of his dis-

pleasure : this the admiral did for some little time, but afterwards, at

the intercession of some officers, which intercession the admiral

himself prompted them to make, he most readily pardoned him.

And it is not improbable, that had Strahan been properly qualified for

the office of boatswain, the admit al, before the expedition had ended,

would have promoted Strahan to the station of boatswain in one of

his Majesty's ships. But unfortunately for this brave fellow, the

whole tenor of his conduct, both before and after the storming of the

fort was so very irregular, as to render it impossible for the admiral

to advance him from his old station to any higher rankj how strongly
soever his inclinations led him to wish it. Since the above', adds Mr.

Ives, Strahan paid me a visit ; and told me that he had served iri

every one of Admiral Pocock's engagements in the West Indies, and

that in consequence of a wound he received in one of them he is

become a pensioner to the chest, at Chatham. At present he adts as

a sailor in one of the guard ships at Portsmouth, and says that his

highest ambition it to be made cook of one of his Majesty's capital ships.

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPER.
MR. EDITOR,

*JP)ERUSING a work entitled the MEDICAL MUSEUM, printed
J*- in the year 1763, I was so pleased with a paper

** On thi

Power of the external Absorption of the Human Body," by Dr.

Wilkinson, that I am induced to forward you an Extraft from thfc

same, in the hopes that you will give it a place in the NAVAL
CHRONICLE, by which channel it maybe the means of alleviating

the distresses of some of your Naval readers, should it ever fall to theit

unhappy lots to be at sea without fresh water. G.
" IT has been observed by physiologists that the animal body re-

ceives its nourishment from the food, after it has been first com-

minuted by digestion, through the means of certain vessels called

la&eals, opening their mouths in the primary passages, by an ab-

sorbent power with which they are endued, attra&ing the chyle and

conveying it to the blood, where, after proper elaboration, it con-

stitutes a part of that fluid, answering the purposes of life.

<* Another order of vessels, more minute, more numerous, and perhaps
not less admirable in their formation and utility, are observed to cover

the surface of the animal body j generally believed, since the experi-
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ments of Sanftorius and Keil, to be tlvere disposed to perform the

purpose of perspiration ; for through these vessels redundant humidity

is said to be perpetually transpiring, though for the most part in an

invisible vapour, yet extremely needful to be continued for salutary

ends.

'* Whether these vessels be endued with a power to invert thejr

own operations, and to become occasionally absorbent or excretory,

or whether there be not another disposition of vascular orifices, equally

minute and manifold, opening over the whole surface of the body,

may not be easy to determine, though the latter doth not appear the

least probable ; and yet arguments might be advanced to support the

former opinion : but that there is a great power of absorbency, how-

ever, effectuated in all the external parts of the body, cannot, it is

presumed, any more than the perspiratory power, be controverted.

" Jf a man in extreme thirst immerseth himself in water, his sensation

of thirst is removed, though he does not by the mouth take in a drop
of the fluid : therefore it appears that the spungy absorbency of his

own body is the means by which his drought is relieved *.

" Immersion in sea-water is attended with the same refreshing cffeclr,

though drinking that fluid be generally apt to cause thirstiness : we

jnay therefore conclude that the particles of salt which give taste to

the sea-water, are larger in diameter than the diameters of the ab-

sorbent orifices, and that the particles of liquid in which the salt

floats, and is dissolved, are less in diameter than the mouths of the

absorbents, arfd consequently that the skin therefore, like a filter,

separates the saline parts from the menstruum wkich contains them,

and in^bjbes or admits the aqueous element in its pure and divested

simplicity, which thereby becomes wtll adapted to the purposes of the

animal ceconomy. It is probable that no menstruum whatsoever is so

perfect and immediate a solvent for saline bodies as this fluid vehicle of

* As a man takes in air by the mouth and nose, so all the external parts of the

body inhale and exhale. 1 his is agreeable to the opinion of Hippocrates : for

as the exhalations are produced from the extremities of the arteries, so are the

inhalations performed by the beginnings of the bibulous veins. And that there

is, an absoxbency performed through the cuticle is manifest from experience.

A man who is thirsty going into a bath of warm water will have his thirst

quenched without drinking one drop of the water : from hence Hippocrates re-

commends warm bathing where the body wants moistening and to be fooled.

Jn hot weather he advises warm baths, and in cold weather cold ones.

At Mocha, and other parts of Arabia, when the weather is so. intensely hot

as to cause excessive thirst by day, the people lie down at nights to sleep on

the terraces or tops of their houses, covered only by one sheet, which is *oon

wet so plentifully with the copious dews, that the body, notwithstanding that

the heats be great during the time of sleep, is refreshed, cooled, preserved from

thirst, and moistened by its own absorbent power of attracting or inhaling the

licws, even though the perspiration be also profuse whilst they sleep
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the sea-salt when pure and unmixed. This appears by the great and

wonderful benefits derived from sea-bathing, especially in scrophulous

or scorbutic disorders. Sea-bathing properly directed gives relief in

all the tribe of diseases which are generally allowed to proceed from a

redundancy of saline or acrimonious particles floating in the vital juices,

ot accumulated upon the glands which are appointed to separate them

from those fluids, that they may be discharged (their egress being

facilitated by that preparatory comminution and previous dissolution,

in this most convenient aqueous menstruum).
" There is not, perhaps, a more terrible calamity incident to the sea-

faring part of the human race than the extreme want of water : many
and very frightful are the effects of this unhappy exigence. Who
can peruse the accounts mentioned in almost every printed voyage that

is published of the sufferings of seamen from this grievous misfortune*

without feeling a sympathetic horror and qoncern at the affecting

narrative of the deplorable extremities to which the victims of thi*

disaster are frequently driven ? Like a ship on fire at sea they burn in

a deluge of surrounding waters : many schemes have therefore beta

concerted to prevent these miseries by compassionate people, which

have as yet, I fear, all proved either ineffectual or impracticable. Bu

though the attempts hitherto ,made for the attainment of this great

and beneficent intention have not been attended with competent success,

yet I hope to be pardoned, if from the foregoing considerations and

the absorbency of the human body, which it is presumed they suffi-

ciently demonstrate, I am a little sanguine in rriy hopes of effectuating
the desirable purpose by a method that will appear obvious to all who
have attended to those strictures, which, experience will prove, are

too perfectly founded in fact to admit of any controversy.
" I hope it will not be imagined, from the tenor of what is already

advanced, that a ship going to seamay be excused its ordinary provision

of fresh water, because it is argued that the absorbency of the human

body seems sufficiently able to supply the exigence of it (fresh water)

by immersion in the salt element ; to advise a step so temerarious and

chimerical is very far from my meaning, or the design of this paper,

which is alone to show that in such unhappy circumstances of extreme

want of water, as ships are sometimes reduced to, the burning sensa-

tion of violent thirst may be mitigated, the body refreshed, and mt

preserved, only by the simple expedient of repeated immersion in tbc

sea-water."

In confirmation of the above we have extracted the following curiout

remark from the Naval Guardian, a" valuable work, by Dr. Fletcher,

flow publishing by Mr. Sewell, Cornhill :

** The astonishing length of time in which people have been preserved

Itisea in ppca boats, under the most adverse circumstances arisftg'
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from exposure to cold, to hunger, to thirst, can alone be ascribed to

an increased power of the absorbent* on the surface of the skin, and

the inhalors of the lungs j which, at the same lime that they admit,

as by distillation, a supply of fresh water from the atmosphere and the

spray of the sea, do exclude the more saline particles, which however

a& as stimulants, to prevent the effects of cold, and keep up the vis *v'itf,

or power of life. And this seems the more probable from the circum-

stance of a Captain, who with eighteen or twenty men, having laboured

in an open boat at sea for many days, and under the pressure of every

want, but especially from drink, it is remarkable that the majority,

vho had recourse to salt water to allay their thirst, soon fell victims ;

while those, as the Captain and others led by his example, having
refrained from such deleterious practice, and bathed in salt-water every

night their naked bodies, escaped."

TRIAL OF THE TRANSIT.
FARTHER experiment has been made on the sailing of the

Transsit *, a vessel constructed by Mr. Gower, late Chief Mate

of the Essex East Indiaman. This trial was set on foot at the desire

of the East India Company, who requested the Admiralty would

appoint a very fast sailing vessel to proceed to sea with the Transit.

The Osprey sloop of war, of 383 tons, Captain Irwin, was fitted for

the purpose. Both these vessels sailed in company from Spithead, on

the 24th of Julyj with a pleasant breeze at east. Captain Conner,

Master Attendant to the East India Company, embarked on board

the Transit, and had orders to report, not only as to her sailing and

behaviour at sea, but as to the economy, simplicity, and lightness of

her rigging. Captain Irwin had orders to do the same on the part

of Government. The Transit shewed a very great superiority over

the Osprey upon a wind ; for, going at the rate of four or five knots

through the water, with a pleasant breeze, and the wind a point free,

?he completely rounded the Osprey, both by passing under her lee,

as well as by passing to windward of her, in twenty three minutes.

Going immediately before the wind, when nicely steered, she came

yp with the Osprey under her plain sails, when the Osprey had lower,

top-mast, and top-gallant studding sails set, on each side. With^
double-reefed top-sail breeze, and a head sea, she would weather the

psprey a mile at least per hour, shipping no water whatever ; at the

same time the Osprey had not a dry jacket on board before her main-

.past. The Transit measures about zoo tons, rather less. She had

out-sailed numerous vessels before, when promiscuously meeting them

in the Channel ; and this experiment was instituted to satisfy the pub"
lie whether the favourable reports of her were true or false.

For 9- particular account of ibis ycssel, see voL iii. pages 414. 505. vol. *f

pages ,50. aud 135.
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poetry

ON THE DEATH OF

SAMUEL HAYES,
WT)Q 'was kitted in the ASion between the Phtzbe frigate', Captain ROBERT

BARLOW, and the Afrlccnne frigatet Captain M AGE N DIE.

[See Gazette Letters, voL v. page 360.]

HARK
! how the church bells with a sudden peat

Stun the glad ear ! Tidings ofjoy have come

To crown each anxious hope. Two gallant ships

Met on the element ; they met, they fought,

And England triumph'd.-

Yet there was one who died

'Mid that day's glory, whose obscurer name

No great historian's page will chronicle :

*Twas in the catalogue of skin. Thank God !

The sound was not familiar to my ear.

But it was told me after, that this man

Was by a press-gang's violence roughly forc'd

From his own home, aad wife, and little ones,

Who by his labour lived : that he was one

Whose uncorrupted heart could keenly fed

An husband's love, a father's anxiousness ;

That from the wages of his toil he fed

The distant dear ones, and would talk of them

At midnight, when he trod the silent deck

With him he valued ; talk of them, of joys
That be had known oh God ! and of the hour

When they should meet again ; till his full heart,

His manly heart, at last would overflow,

Even like a child's, with very tenderness.

Peace to his honest spirit ! Suddenly
It came, and merciful, the ball of death ;

For it came suddenly, and shattered him,
And left no moment's agonizing thought
On those he.lov'd o well-

He, ocean deep,
No* lies at rest. Be thou her comforter

Who art the widow'* friend J Man doea n

VL H



What a cold sickness made her blood run back,

When first she heard the tidings of the fight ;

Man does not know with what a dreadful hope
She listened to the names of those that died ;

Man does not know, or knowing will not heed,

With what an agony of tenderness

She gaz'd upon her children, and beheld

His image who \vas gone. O God ! be thott

Her comforter who art the widow's friend ! N

70 THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

The following is the effusion of a Sailor on seeing the designs for a Naval Pillar,

intended to commemorate our achievements by sea, exhibiting at tt

Historic Gallery, in Pall Mall.

'HEN victorious return'd from beating the foe,

And safe moor'd near our own native shore,

What sound heart of oak but with transport must glow}
To revisit Old England once more ?

While gratitude calls for our tribute of thanks

To those who our services prize";

See yon rostral column, that tow'rs o'er the banks,

And lifts its proud head to the skies :

*Tis in honour of seamen, who bravely have foughtj
Erefted by patriots on shore.

By glory rewarded, as glory we sought ;

What could our lov'd country do more ?

By remotest posterity there shall be read

The names of those heroes, whose fame

To the earth's utmost verge has triumphantly sped,

And for aye will untarnish'd remain.

' 'Tis worthy of Britons," our children will cry
" Rome or Greece no such column could boast*

On the turbulent waves who with Britons can vie ?

As our foes oft hare found to their cost.

Old Ocean is ours, and our right we'll maintain ;

He's the guard of our wave-beaten strand

While he wafts us to conquest throughout his domain,

And repells all attacks from our land,"
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STANZAS
Occasioned by Sir EDWARD PELLEW'S humane and magnanimous Corf

Ju8, at the Wreck of the DUTTON East Indiaman, in the Transport

Service, in a most tremendous Storm, with 500 Souls on board, Men,

Women, and Children, on the z6th of January, 1796, under the

Citadel at Plymouth ; to which place she had been obliged to return,from
the prevailing Sickness of the Troops on board.

By Mr. EASTLAKE, of Plymouth.

WHILE,
o'er the reeling wreck, the savage storm

Poured all its lightnings, thunders, blasts, and ha3,

And every horror, in its wildest form,

Smote the firm heart that never knew to faU ;

'Twas thine, PELLEW, sublimely great and good!

Man, man, thy brother, in distress ! to dare

The deathful passage of the raging flood,

And join the frantic children of despair :

There, it was thine, in comfort's balmy tone,

To soothe their sorrows, 'mid the tempest's roar ;

To hush the mother's shriek the sick man's groan
And bear the sufferers, trembling, to the shore.

So, when this mighty orb, in dread alarm,

Shall crash in ruins, at its God's decree!

The Saving Angel, with triumphant arm,

Shall, from the wreck of all things rescue Thee,

TO A SHIPWRECKED BOY.
AIIKSV Ytfl Samv perot xvp.aan. HESIOD.

By N. HOWARD, of Plymouth.

LORN child, by frowning poverty deprest,

With vestment dank, and wild dishevell'd locks,

Young prey of howling blasts,

Hurl'd in the tempest round.

Ah ! hapless torn in bloomy, blissful years,

From tender parents, and from dearest home,
How throbs thy joyless breast,

Made bare by angry winds.

The laughing loves thy radiant eyes forsake,

Yet, pittous, drop their brilliants on thy lid%

Chasing each other down

Jn glitt'ring
course of WQC,
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Meek, stranger boy ! thus doom'd to suffer pale,

To hear loud cordage lash the groaning mast,

While wat'ry mountains huge
Burst all-destruftive down.

Ah ! born, perhaps, to give thy little life

To vastly-gaping floods, or mingled storms,

Or *mong wide fraftur'd wrecks,

Or floating corses wan,

To hear the dying groans of seamen hoarse,

To witness heaps of swelling waters dire,

What time ! no saving bark

Steers swift with spreading sail.

'Tie thine, perhaps, to die on deserts wild,

There, own no decent grave, no letter'd pile,

Nor taste parental care,

That smooths the bed of death.

Then share, poor child, with me my shelt'ring shed>

Among my sportive sons live truly blest,

With me forget thy fears,

Thy dangers, and thy toil.

DAYS OF OUR OWN.
OUR fine poetasters that ransack their brains>

** In describing the battles of yore ;

In searching old stories may cease all their pains,

And tell their old nonsense no more,

por the days of our own, Sir, surpass all by far,

Who ever has heard of the like ?

When a Briton e'er meets with a French man of war,

Pray doesn't the Enemy strike ?

We have heard of the Spanish aspiring to fight,

And boast of invading our shore ;

But we find that our Navy soon set all aright,

And the Dons felt the blow rather sore.

But the days of our own, Sir, surpass all by far,

Who ever has heard of the like ?

When a Briton e'er meets with a Don's man of war,

Pray doesn't the Enemy strike ?

4



*OETRY. g

The Dutchman has talked ere now of his pow'rs,

And tried the old Ocean to sweep !

But alas ! he soon found that the ocean was ours,

And he bent to the Lords of the Deep.
But the days of our own, Sir, surpass all by far,

Who ever has heard of the like ?

When a Briton e'er meets with a Dutch man of war,

Pray doesn't the Enemy strike ?

'Tis strange that experience won't make people wise,

But when folk are so stubborn and vain ;

With her brave wooden walls let old England arise,

And defend her own right on the main.

For the days of our own, Sir, surpass all by far,

Who ever has heard of the like ?

When a Briton e'er meets with afoe's man of war,

Pray doesn't the Enemy strike ?

1801. JAMES JOHNSON.

ON 7HE DEATH OF

THE RIGHT HON. EARL HOWE.

By a NAVAL OFFICER.

HAT meed of sorrow can the Muse bestow,

To soothe the mind, and sympathize with woe !

How fades the poet's bays, and shrinks from view,

When grief deje&ed courts the sable yew J

The idle pageants of delusive art,

But faintly note the feelings of the heart ;

While more congenial to the gloomy bier

Is pensive sadness, and the silent tenr.

If worth departed ever claim'd a sigh,

Or dimm'd with pious drops the beaming eye j

If excellence, enshrin'd in mortal frame,

Could grace respect, and sanctify a name,

'Twas gallant HOWE'S, whose elevated mind

Embrac'd each virtue of the purest kind

Rever'd by friends, and by the world approv'd ;

In death lamented, as in life belov'd !

His gentle shade hath wing'd its peaceful flight,

To mix with Angels in the realms of light !

H. E, BOWES.
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70 THE. EDirOR Of tHE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

A MIDST the deserved applause bestowed by a grateful public oa

the heroes of the present day, I solicit your attention to one of

those great characters whose fame will not be tarnished by a com-

parison with the achievements of even a St. Vincent, Nelson, Parker,

or any other, who have arrived at the highest pitch of glory. The

following letter to the Duke d'Aiguillon from Sir Edward Hawke,
written soon after the glorious aoth of November 1 759, shows the

honour and spirit of the brave English Commander in so true a light,

that I am persuaded there is no British bosom but will be fired with

entiments of gratitude and patriotism on the perusal. I am, &c.

C, D.

Royal George, Dec* 12, 1759.
' I HAVE the honour of your Grace's letter ,of the i ith instant,

in answer to which I beg to acquaint you, that Captain Oury has

afted entirely by my orders, and that I approve of what he has done.

His manifest, of which your Grace has transmitted me a copy, is a

sufficient proof of his humanity, and. the tenderness of my orders,

which were, not to fire unless he shoald be fired upon.
*' Without further recollection, I need only have recourse to my

ktter to your Grace of the 29th of November, by Lord Howe, with

regard to the Heroe. My words are : 'I therefore claim these

Officers and men as prisoners, and expeft from your Grace's known

honour, that they be immediately delivered up to me.' The hull and

guns were not mentioned ; for the first I had set on fire, and the

second I looked on as in my awn power to recover. Let me further

beg your Grace to lock over the agreement you signed with Lord

Howe; Is the artillery so much as mentioned in it? No- Every

article of it I have strictly observed; exchanged seamen, released

officers, soldiers, and militia, on the Urms of the cartel, and sent the

gunnies marines ashore on parole. I could not help being surprised,

that no notice waS taken in that agreement of my claims of the Heroe's

Officers and Men ; and was answered, that matter belonged to an-

other department, not to your Grace's ; which occasioned my writing

to you again upcn that subject. I can only further assure your

Grace, that had a Captain of a British ship of war, under my coir-

mand, begged quarter, and surrendered to the French,, and afterwards

run away with the ship, in open breach of the rules of war, I would

have immediately delivered up the ship, with the Commander, to have

been treated as the forfeiture of his honour deserved. The same I
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should have expected from the Duke d'Aiguillon, if I did not consider

-him as the subjeft of a State, in which the will of the Monarch con-

stitutes right and wrong.
' I assure your Grace, upon my honour, that I never heard of any-

memorial to be presented to the Admiralty of England, who have no

concern in matters of this kind. By the bounty of their King,
British seamen are intitled to every thing surrendered by, and taken

from an enemy in war. In their names, and for their benefit, I shall

endeavour to recover the Heroe's guns, and also those of the Soleil

Royal, which was deserted and left to our mercy ; the delivery of the

Officers and men, is all that depends at present on the honour of your
Court ; the artillery are within our reach ; our endeavours to take

them away being justifiable, I was in hopes would not have been

interrupted; but since your Grace and the Marquis de Brtc

have thought fit to .fire upon my ships, I shall take as severe a

revenge as I can, along your coasts, as soon as I receive supplies from

Britain.

'* For I came out near eight months ago, only furnished with order*

to decide the fate of the two nations with M. de Conflans in the opert

sea, but when we met, as he did not choose to stay for me, he has

thereby changed the nature of my military operations, and reduced me
to the necessity (entirely repugnant to my natural disposition), of

ending fire and sword into that country, fromWhence your Grace,

with forty battalions under your command, by the authenticated in-

itru&ions of Marshal de Belleisle, was to have spread the most dread-

ful calamities of war in Great Britain or Ireland. I cannot persuade

inyself your Grace could be serious, when you termed my enterprises

irregular; it was merriment; and I shall not hereafter be surprised,

if, in the same galte de cceur> I should be accused of adling irregularly

in attacking M. de Conflans (after a chase of twenty leagues in the

open seas), within your islands, and on your coast, and setting fire to

the Soleil Royal, &c.
*' As an individua1

, I honour and respeft the Duke d'Aiguillon, as a

Commander of a British squadron against a declared enemy, I strictly

obey the orders of the Great King my master, only following my
own judgment, as circumstances may alter. I have the honour to be,

with the most profound respect and regard, your Grace's- most

obedient and most humble servant,

(Signed) EDWARD HAWKE."



DENMARK, AND ITS POSSFSSIONS.

9T THE STATES DEPENDENT OK DENMARK; NORWAY, ICELAND
ISLES OF FEKO, GREENLAND, AND FOREIGN POSSESSIONS.

'ORWAY has sometimes been annexed to, and at others detached

from Denmark ; on which, however, it has remained depen-

dent ever since the year 1387. It extends from nearly 58 deg. to 71

cleg, of northern latitude; estimating from its southern extremity of

Lindeneas to the North Cape : the six last degrees of which, including

Finmark and the Nordlands, are nearly barren, from excess of cold,

It contains 14,000 square leagues ; of which 3640 to the south are

best cultivated, 208 z are tilled in part, and the remainder is in a state

of sterility.

The sea washes it on three sides. To the west and north west it

faces Great Britain and Iceland ; it is contiguous to Sweden and the

frontiers of Russia on the east ; and on the extremity of the north arc

3ome wandering tribes.

Winter in Norway is excessively severe, though milder on the sea-

coast. It is singular, that the most northern gulphs and ports are open,
while others are frozen. Summer is sometimes exceedingly hot ; the.

sun's rays being cdncentrated and reflectd by the rocks and barren

mountains, which the shortness of the nights does not suffer to cool :

but the inhabitants are so healthy and vigorous that they are equal to

both extremes. The intervening plains are each watered by a rivulet.

The mountains, some of them covered by eternal snows, form an inter-

Beting chaio from the north east to the south west, and afford pasture
for the cattle. Huts are built where the herdsmen make their cheese.

The highest mountain in the country is called Kjolen.
The people live in the plains ; and here and there good meadow

land is found : but the cattle are small. Goats and hogs are common.

The horse is small, but well-formed, vigorous, active, and in general
of a peculiar race, being of alight dun colour, with a black mane and

line along the back. He is particularly strong in the chest. Birds of

game, and others of prey, inhabitants of the vast forests and desert

mountains, with the hare, fox, ermine, and various animals that yield

furs, are here native. Much Eiderdown, too, is obtained.

Sea and river fish are so abundant, that they form one of the most

considerable branches of trade : among them are ccd, herring, salmon,

mackerel, plaice, lobsters, oysters, and muscles. This trade, not in-

cluding the fish seat to Sweden by land, is estimated at 1,203.009



DENMARK: AND ITS POSSESSIONS. $7

crowns. The forests that cover the country supply timber ; especially

ak and deal, which are exported in large quantities. It is transported

through the country by the rivers, on which numerous sasving-mills

are built ; but, as little economy has been used, the decrease of wood

begins to be alarmingly felt, especially on the sea coasts.

None but the hardiest fruit trees will support the climate ; neither

peach nor grape will grow in the open air. The wheat is insufficient

for consumption ; and the inhabitants are often obliged to feed on a

mixture of oatmeal and the bark of the pine : but this excess of pe-

nury is chiefly in the north, corn having been sometimes even exported

from the other parts. Oats are the first crop, barley the second.

Potatoes are daily coming into use. Much lichen for dying is exported ;

and gardens formerly negledled are in a better state of cultivation. A
great part of the wealth of Norway consists in its mities, of which

there are now nineteen of iron ; and those of copper are of no less

importance : the lead and the gold scarcely deserve notice. The silver

mine of Kongsberg is a demesne of the crown, and tolerably rich :

yet it has never paid the expence of working, which for some years

has annually amounted to 80,000 crowns. The amount in silver and

copper, from 1625 to 1792, has been 25,267,788 crowns. Stone,

and even marble, are common : but the latter is far from equal to the

marble of Italy. The profits of the salt-works of Waldoe, from 1776
to 1 793, have been annually 17,770 crowns j but the salt is not of the

best quality,

Norway is divided into fourbishopricks : Christianta and Christians'

Sand on the south ; Bergen and Drontheirn on the north. The whole

kingdom contains but nineteen towns ; of which there is not one in all

the Nordlands and Finmark. Some attempts have been made by Go*
vernment at building ; but they have had little success.

The Norwegian is tal), robust, well made, his complexion fair, and

his body aftive ; but his blue eyes want a little vivacity. He is brave,

a great lover of his country, thinks, but not profoundly, and prefers

bodily exercises to those of the mind. Born in a mountainous and

maritime country, and in commercial intercourse with the English
from time immemorial, he has an habitual degree of love of liberty, a

haughty and manly character, and never endured vaflallage ; though

always very submissive to Government. He is a good sailor, and ge-

nerally traftable : he may have some false ideas of ambition, and points,

of honour, with a certain taste for luxury ; but, though irritable and

impetuous if provoked, he has a fund of probity, antique candour, and

a mixture not common of hospitality and temperance*

vi. i
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The character of the women is analagous to that of the men. The;p

are reputed to be most excellent mothers and chaste wives ; rather

good humoured than impassioned ; more beautiful than seducing ; and

inspiring admiration sooner than love. Be it climate, diet, or consti-

tution, though negle<5tful of their teeth, they preserve them better

than the Ladies of Denmark.

The language is Danish, but a dialect more strong in pronunciation,

sonorous, and melodious ; approaching the Swedish, and spoken with

a singular kind of chaunt. The idiom of the Danish language has

such affinity with the Dutch, German, and English, that he who
.knows these understands many Danish words* ; but there are some old

provincial words, in Norway, unknown to many of the Danes. Nor-

way, like Denmark and Germany, generally writes and prints in the

Gothic character ; while the Swedes preserve the Roman. A useful

reform has been attempted ; but the yoke of custom is difficult to

break.

The population amounts to nearly a million ; and the births are call

culated as one to thirty-five, and the deaths as one to forty-nine.

The laws are the same as those of Denmark ; and the Sovereign haa

the title of King of Denmark and Norway ; which are the two most

ancient kingdoms in Europe.

The Bishops govern the Church, having under them five hundred

and eighteen cures. The religion, as in Denmark, is that of Luther.

Norway, ancient and famous as a kingdom, has no university {

Writings, petitions, and remonstrances, have all been in vain ; and

docile as the people are, the progress of the arts and sciences is small

indeed. They appear well capable of manufacturing iron, steel, and

wood : yet it must be allowed, that the interior of Russia itself is in

this respect superior to Norway. Drontheim has an Academy of

Sciences ; but its Memoirs seldom appear. At Christiania also there

is a military school ; and a typographic society, that have published,

some writings, Kongsberg, has a seminary for mines, &c. ; and in,

some other 'towns, Latin and the elements of science are taught:

people of condition have not disdained to give gratuitous courses of

lectures at Christiania : but the press has little employment ; and,

the libraries are scarce, and small. No better account can be given of
the literature of a million of people, who form a third of the popula^
tion of the States of Denmark !

* True ; but he has many more to learn.^mT.
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The fine arts seem to be absolutely banished from the soil. A country

beautifully pi&uresque has not produced a painter that deserves to be

named. The human form is fine, symmetrical, stipple, and of ac

trtirable address ; and marble is abundant ; yet not a sculptor can be

found. The people are exceedingly cheerful, speak a melodious

language, are of a bold character, and their long winter nights invite

to recreation ; yet they have no orators, but little music, and scarcely
can boast of one or two national poets.

i

It must be remarked, however, that the only Danish subject who
has held the place ofChappel Master at Copenhagen was a Norwegian :

but his stay was short, and his successors have been Germans, as his

predectflbrs had been Italians.

Unhappy Norway, once-so potent, and still so abundant in resource,

when will thy powers be developed ? When will they soar and attain

those heights, that shall do honour to the zeal and genius of thy
docile sons?

The military are chiefly natives ;
and the Royal Horse Guard of

Denmark is mostly composed of Norwegians ; whose stature, fine

form, and perhaps their supposed fidelity, have obtained for them thkt

prefejence.

Norway possesses no mint. The coins, weights, and measures, are

common to both kingdoms ; except that the mile of Norway, making
two French leagues, is a mile arid a half Danish* The roads are ex-

cellent in winter, beautiful in summer, impassable in spring; and neg-
lected in autumn.

Taking the average of the years 178$, 1786, and 1787, as an

example, the subsidies paid by Norway amount annually to 1,140,000

crowns.

As exceptions to the mediocrity of their manufactories, we must

mention the cast iron stoves of the Norwegians, which are strong,

elegant, and cheap ; and the glass they fabricate, some of it so well

as scarcely to be distinguished from the English.

The export trade is much too passive, and is chiefly exercised by
Danes and foreigners. With respect to ship-building, it is true that

a considerable number of vessels and small craft are constructed in

Norway, and sold to other nations at a low price : but it is astonishing

that the country most abundant in wood, iron, tar, and every con-

venience for ship-building, should possess so few able artists ; <?r,

rather, that it should not contain the grandest arsenal on earth.

(To be continued.)
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, JULY 4.

Ccpy ofa letterfrom Captain Mudge, Commander of Us Majesty*s ibip Con-

stance, to Evan Nepean, Esq. dated off Vigo> the -jth June.
SIR,
BEG you will acquaint my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
that I captured this morning the Spanish lugger privateer Venture^

or' two six-pounders, and twenty-seven men. I am, &c. &c.
ZACHARY MUDGE.

Copy ofa letterfrom Captain Mudge, Commander of bis Majesty** skip COK-

stance^ to Evan Nefean, Esq. dated off Vigo, June 8.

SIR,
1 beg you to acquaint my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,

that at noon I fell in with and captured his Catholic Majesty's cutter,
Al Duides, of eight guns and sixty-nine men, having left Vigo in the

morning, bound with dispatches for the Havannah, which were thrown
overboard during the chase. I am, &c. &c. Z. MUDGE.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, JUlY IT.

Copy ofa letterfrom Captain Thomas Rogers, Commander of his Majesty's ship

Mercury, to Evan Nepean, Esq. dated in Trieste Road, the ^$th May.
SIR,

I beg leave to enclose for their Lordships' information, a copy of my
Jetter of the a6th instant, to Lord Keith, giving a detail of a very
gallant service performed by the boats of his Majesty's ship under my
command, which reflects great credit to the Officers and men engaged
in it, and the hard case of Lieutenant Mather being obliged to relin-

quish the prize, after three hours possession, will not, I trust, in the

opinion of their Lordships, lessen the merit of the enrerprize. I have
the honour to be, &c. T. ROGERS.

MY LORD, Mercury, off Ancona, May z6.

Having received information, by a small vessel I captured yesterday
from Ancona, that his Majesty's late sloop Bull dog was laying in the
inole of that port ready for sea, with supplies on board for the French

armyjn Egypt, I judged it necessaiy to make an attempt to take or

destroy her with the boats of the Mercury ;
and as our success de-

pended upon surprising the enemy, who was ignorant of our arrival in
the Adriatic (the fortifications about the mole being too formidable to

justify the attempt in any other way), I therefore made sail direclly for

Ancona, and came to anchor, soon after it was dark, off the Mole j

the boats were accordingly prepared, and left the ship at half past ten.

o'clock, under the command of Mr. Mather, First Lieutenant, from
whose good conduft the Bull Dog was surprised, and carried about

midnight, the boats having got alongside, without being hailed by the
sentinels ; the alarm was, however, immediately given along the Mole,
to which the ship's stern was secured by the two ends of a bower
cable, and three cables out a head : these were soon cut by the people
appointed for that purpose, and the boats began to row, exposed to a

heavy fire of cannon and musketry from the Mole
; but as there was

a favourable light breeze, the sails were set, and, in less than an hour,
the ship got without reach of th batteries, and was completely ours ;
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but unfortunately it fell calm, and the current setting her along the

coast near the shore, a crowd of boats (some of which were gun- boats),
filled with men, came out to attack her j Mr. Mather now found his

situation extremely critical, having the hatchways to guard to prevent
the enemy rising from below, the boat's crew fatigued with rowing all

night, and the gun-boats approaching fast, and raking the ship, he had
therefore the mortification of feeling himself obliged to relinquish his

prize, after being in possession of her above three hours, and unfor-

tunately failed in several attempts before he retreated, to set her on
fire. The, moment I could discover the Bull Dog was out of the

Mole, I got the Mercury under weigh, but it was almost a calm, and

impossible to get near her, as she had drifted with the current to a

considerable distance from where the Mercury lay, and we experienced
the mortifying disappointment of seeing her towed back to the very

spot from whence she had been so gallantly taken
j

it is nevertheless

some degree of satisfaction to know, that her voyage must be at least

delayed for a considerable time, if not quite defeated, her masts and

yards being shot through and disabled in many places, and she has

received considerable damage in her hull and rigging. The gallant
conduct of the Officers and men employed upon this enterprise will, I

trust, meet with your Lordship's approbation ;
and it is from a desire

of doing justice to their merits that I have been drawn into this,

otherwise unnecessary, long detail. I have to regret the loss of two
brave fellows killed, and tour wounded, upon this occnsion. The
enemy had above twenty killed, wounded, and drowned. I have the
honour to be, &c. ^ vnr-euc

T j v -.1 v T> r-a A JvUla.lVKi>
Lord Keith, K. B. fr.

Names ofthe Men killed and wounded.

John Gray, seaman
j Morgan Davis, marine, killed. Wm. Haines,

Thomas Guillain, Wm. Morris, Henry Mew, wounded.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, JULY 28.

Cofy ofa letter from the Hon. William Cornivallzs, Admiral of the Blue, QP<r,

to Evan Nepean, Esq. dated off Ushant, the i^dinst.
SIR,

I have the honour of inclosing, for the information of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter from Captain Brisbane, of his

Majesty's ship Doris, who commands the frigates employed in watching
the enemy's fleet at the entrance of Brest harbour, in which important
service he has shewn a great deal of zeal and enterprise. This daring
exploit appears to me to stand as high in point of credit to his Ma-
jesty's arms, and glory to those brave Officers and men who have so

nobly achieved it, as any of the kind ever performed. I have the
honour to be, &c. W. CORNWALLIS.

SIR, Doris, off St. Mattbe-ufs, "July 22.

I have the honour to inform you, that a most daring and gallant
enterprise was last night undertaken by the boats of his Majesty's
ships Doris, Beaulieu, and Uranie, entirely manned by volunteers,
tinder the direction of Lieutenant Losack, of the Ville de Paris, whose
gallantry on the occasion is better felt than expressed, who succeeded
in boarding and carrying the French national ship La Chevrette,
mounting twenty guns, manned and completely prepared with three
hundred and fifty men, under the batteries in the bay of Cameret,
and in the presence of the combined fleets of France and Spain. Any
comments of mine would fall short of the merit due to those gallant
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Officers, seamen, and marines employed upon this service ; it is but
justice to subjoin their names and qualities *, who have so nobly added
ail additional lustre to his Majesty's arms.

I have most sincerely to regret the loss of the killed and wounded,
but when compared with that of the enemy, it is comparatively small.

I cannot conclude without returning my warmest thanks to Captains
Poyntz and Gage for their judicious arrangements of their boats. I

beg to mention that Captain Jervis, of his Majesty's ship Robust, very
handsomely sent his barge and pinnace on this service ;

likewise

Lieutenant Spencer, who placed his Majesty's hired cutter Telemachus
in the Goulet, and prevented any assistance, by boats, the enemy might
have attempted. I have the honour to be, &c.

C. BRISBANE.

A fat of the killed, wounded, and missing, in the boats of bii Majeitfs ships

Doris, Beaulieu, Uranie, and Robust.

Doris. Lieutenant Burke, dangerously wounded
;
Mr. Crofton*

Midshipman, and sixteen seamen wounded.
Beaulieu. Lieutenant Sinclair, of marines, six seamen, and two

marines, killed. Mr. Phillips, Master's Mate
; Mr. Byrne, and Mr.

Finoris, Midshipmen, with thirteen seamen, and two marines,
wounded.

Uranie. One seaman killed. Lieutenant Neville and ten seamen,
wounded

j,
two dangerously (since dead) j

seven marines, wounded j

one missing, supposed to be drowned in the boat that sunk.
Robust. Mr. Warren, Midshipman, killed ;

and three seamen,
wounded.

Total. Eleven killed, fifty seven wounded, and one missing.

List ofthe killed and wounded on board La Chevrette,

First Captain, two Lieutenants, three Midshipmen, one Lieutenant
of troops, with eighty-Eve seamen and troops, killed.

One Lieutenant, four Midshipmen, with fifty-seven seamen and
troops, wounded. C. BRISBANE.

Hinouratte Admiral Corn--wal/is, &c.

Courts partial*
PORTSMOUTH, JULY I.

THIS day a Court Martial was held, on board his Majesty's ship
Gladiator, in this harbour, for the trial of ADIEL POWELSON, aliai

HENRY POULSON, and WTILIAM JOHNSON, late of the Hermione, on

charges of aiding in the murder of their officers, on board the said

ship, and carrying her into La Guira.

Rear-Admiral HOLLOWAY, President.

M. GREETHAM, Esq. Judge-Advocate.

Poulson being found guilty of both charges, and Johnson of thft

latter, they were sentenced to be Hanged,

Poulson was executed, on board the Puissant, the i^th inst. pur-
suant to the above sentence. But Johnson has been siuce pardoned.

* Ville de Paris . Lieutenant Losack.
Doris. Lieutenants Ross, Crosbs, Clarke, and Burke ; Lieutenant Rose, of

the marines.

Beaulieu. Lieutenant Maxwell, Ailing Lieutenant Pasley, Lieutenant Sin-

clair, of the marines.

. Lieut. Neville, and several Midshipmen from the different ships.
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it. A Court Martial was held, on board the Gladiator, in this

harbour, on Mr. THOMAS POPPLETON, Master of his Majesty's ship

Malta, on a charge of his quitting Portsmouth, and going to London,
without leave, after having been told by Captain Bertie, his com-

mander, that he could not authorise his quitting this place,

Rear-Admiral HOLLOWAY, President,

M. GREETHAM, Esq. Judge Advocate.

The charge not being proved, Mr. Poppleton was acquitted.
'

18. A Court Martial was held on board the Gladiator, in this har-

bour on Lieutenant JOHN ALEXANDER DOUGLASS, of his Majesty's

sloop Hazard, for absenting himself from the said ship without leave.

Rear-Admiral HOLLOWAY, President.

M. GREETHAM, Esq. Judge- Advocate.

The charge being proved, he was sentenced to be dismissed his Ma-

jesty's Service,

The trial of Captain ROBERTS, of the Serpent sloop of war, com-
menced also this day, on board the Gladiator, charged with leaving his

convoy. The Court not being able to hear all the evidence, ne-

cessarily adjourned until the 23d.

23. A Court Martial was held on board the Gladiator, in this har-

bour, on Lieutenant THOMAS RENWICK, of his Majesty's ship St.

fiorenzo, for quitting the deck when he had the first watch, on the

night of the 20th of March, without being regularly relieved
;
and on.

Mr. RICHARD GEORGE PEACOCK, Master ot the same ship, for not

coming upon deck when he had the middle watch, on the same night,
until he was sent for about a quarter past one o'clock.

Rear-Admiral HOLLOWAY, President.

M. GREETHAM, Esq. Judge-Advocate.

The Court agreed that the charges had been proved against them ;

but, in consideration of their very high character, they were adjudged
to be only reprimanded.

Lieutenant GRANT ALLEN, of the Escort gun -brig, was also tried,
for returning to Spithead with dispatches with which he had been

charged, for the Captains of his Majesty's ships Clyde, Loire, and
Wolverene. The charge not being proved, he was acquitted accord-

ingly.

The Court Martial on Captain ROBERTS, of his Majesty's ship
Serpent, closed, when the sentence of the Court was, that the charge
respecting the Cork convoy had been proved in part, which they
conceived arose from an error in judgment, and did therefore adjudge
him to be reprimanded for the same

;
but that the charge of having

delayed to put to sea with the trade from Belfast had not been proved,
and did adjudge him to be acquitted thereof.

A few days ago a Court Martial was held on board the Cambridge,
flag ship, in Hamoaze, R. Riddell, Esq. Judge Advocate, on Mr.
BANFIELD, purser of his Majesty's sloop of war, Spitfire, of 16 guns,
Captain Keen, on a charge of disobedience of orders to his Captain.
The charge was fully proved ;

but on account of the excellent
character given Mr. Banfield by several respectable Naval Officers, he
was only mulcted by the Court in one year's pay, and reinstated as
Purser of the Spitfire,
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IN
the course of this month, the HANNIBAL, of 74. guns, Captain

Ferris (belonging to the squadron of" Sir 'James Saumarez), and the

SWIFTSURE, of 74 guns, Captain Hallowell (one of Lord Keith's fleet,

and lately the Hag-ship of Rear-Admiral Bickerton), have unfortunately
fallen into the hands of the French : events so unusual in our Naval

Annals, that, we trust, as it is the_/&-j/, so it will be the last, time we
shall have to record actions, the issue of which is so repugnant to the

feelings of Englishmen.
No information having yet been received but through the medium of

the French papers, we are at present unable to refute any of tkeir state-

ments ;
and shall therefore lay them before our readers in the imperfel

state published by the enemy ; confident that whenever the ^British

official accounts arrive, however the event may be deplored, the honour

and cbarader of our Navy, or of any individual in it, will be found not
to have suffered in the smallest degree.

CAPTURE OF THE HANNIBAL.

(From the French official Paper THE MONITEUR.)
PARIS, JULY ii.

" Rear-Admiral LINOIS, with three ships of the line, namely, the

1'ormidable, Captain LOINDAT, and Ungovernable, Captain CAI.ONDE, of
80 guns each

;
the Defaix, of 74 guns, Captain PASSIERA ;

and the

Mejfiion frigate, of 18 guns, Captain MARTINING, after having given
chase to some English vessels which had been cruising off the coast of

Provence, appeared before Gibraltar at the very moment when ar

English squadron of six ships of war arrived there. On the 4th of July,
Rear-Admiral Linois anchored in the Bay of Algesiias, where he

expected to be attacked on the following morning. In the course of
the night he landed the General of Brigade Deveaux, with a detachment
of troops, to man the batteries in the road. On the 5th, at eight o'clock
in the morning, the cannonade commenced against the six English
ships, which lost no time in coming within musquet-shot of the French
vessels. The action then became very warm. The two squadrons
seemed equally animated with a determination to conquer. If the
French squadron had any advantage in point of situation, the English
had double their force, and several of their vessels carried ninety guns
each. Already had the English ship the Hannibal, of 74 guns,
contrived to place herself between the French squadron and the shore.

It was now eleven o'clock A. M. and this proved the decisive moment.
For two hours, the Formidable, the French Admiral's ship, successfully

opposed three English ships. One of the British squadron, which was

singly engaged with a French vessel, struck her colours at three quar-
ters past eleven. Immediately after, the Hannibal, exposed to the fire

of three French ships, which fired from two decks, also struck her
colours. About half past twelve, the English squadron cut their

cables, and sailed away. The Hannibal was boarded by the Formidable.
Of 600 men who composed her crew, 300 were killed. The first;

English ship that struck her colours was retaken by a great number of
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gun-boats and other vessels sent out from Gibraltar. This a5lion covers

tbe French arras with glory, and shews what they are capable of accom-

plishingv Rear-Admiral Linois proceeded to Cadiz with the Hannibal,
111 order to

repair her damage. We wait with impatience the returns of
the loss sustained by each ship."

JULY 19.
" The news of the Naval Viclory was announced yesterday evening

at the different Theatres by the following Bulletin from the Minister of

the Interior, which was read to the audience :

" Three French ships of the line and a frigate, under the command of

Rear-Admiral Linois, were attacked, on the 4-th instant, by six English,
sail of the line and a frigate. The English were completely beaten,
and took refuge in Gibraltar-, leaving in the possession of the French,
the Hannibal, of 74 guns. Another ship of the line had struck, but
was towed oft" by a great number of gun-vessels, which had sailed from.

Gibraltar to her relief."

JULY 13.
" The squadron of Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, which has

been defeated by Rear-Admiral Linois, was composed of the Caesar of

84 guns, the Spencer of 84, the Pompee of 84, L'Audacieux of 74. The
Hannibal has been taken j Le Pompee had struck, and is rendered unfit

for service j the Venerable has several large leaks. All the vessels have
lost a part of their masts.
"

Independent of the Hannibal, which was taken in the battle of

Algesiras, two other English ships are rendered unfit for service
; they

reached Gibraltar, not without the greatest difficulty, having received

so much damage that they were no longer csnsidered to be sea-worthy,
and were accordingly declared to be useless. Le Pompee is one of these

two ships j
it was this vessel which, in the middle of the adlion, had

struck her nag. The three other vessels have suffered considerably, and
were much aided in reaching Gibraltar, by the support of a great num-
ber of gun-boats.

" The French Captain, Moncousu, has been killed : he was one of
the best Officers in the French Navy.
" On the i9th Messidor (July 8), the French ships were repaired.

The Hannibal was manned with drafts from the other vessels.
" On the zoth (9th), Admiral Moreno, with five Spanish ships, and

Rear-Admiral Demanoir, with several French ships, arrived before

Algesiras, to join the squadron of Rear- Admiral Linois, to tow away the

Hannibal, and to proceed for Cadiz.
" Rear-Admiral Linois, in the course of his cruise, took a great many

English merchant vessels and two brigs belonging to his Britannic

Majesty." Admiral Mazzaredo, Commander at Cadiz, displayed much zeal

and activity in dispatching Admiral Moreno, and in sendingthe French

squadron at Algesiras every thing of which it stood in need."

The principal circumstances attending this engagement, as related in.

the Moniteur, are so probable, as to entitle the statement to some credit ;

though we are persuaded the result, when fairly taken, will shew,
that in claiming a decisive victory, the enemy will prove to have out-

stepped in a great degree the bounds of truth. That the British have
lost a ship of war seems highly probable ;

but when the damages
sustained by the enemy come to be correftly ascertained, we think they
will have nothing to boast of, in point of actual advantage $ and this

opinion we conceive to be greatly sanctioned by the impatient solicitude

of the French Government (expressed io. the Official Journal) for the

VI. K
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particular returns of the losses sustained by their ships on the occasion,
But the enemy, in their naval concerns, are so little accustomed to any
thing short of decisive defeat, that it is no wonder, though obtained
tinder circumstances the most favourable, they should magnify an

advantage so trifling, into a victory the most glorious and signal. If

this affair, however, has inspired them with sufficient confidence and

courage to meet us fairly on the ocean, Britons, we are confident, will

have cause to rejoice in the event.
- la meditating this bold attack upon so strong a position, Sir JAMES
SAUMAREZ was, no doubt, impelled by the purest spirit of patriotism.
From the nature of the combat, he appears to have been desirous chiefly
of emulating the fame and enterprise of the gallant NttsoN, whose
brilliant achievements at Aboukir, by boldly advancing between the

enemy's ships artd their batteries on shore, he adopted as his guide of
action on this occasion. The fate of the Hannibal, however, appears to

have been sufficient to dissuade fcim from any further perseverance in

his plan.

CAPTURE OF THE SWIFTSURE.

(From THE. MONITEVR.)

PARIS, JULY 23.
*' On the 5th Alessldor (June Hth), Admiral Gantheaume, being in

t'he passage between Candia and Egypt, discovered, :u break of day, a

ship of war, and made signal for a general chase. The sailing of the

fleet was much superior to that of this vessel. At five o'clock in the

evening, she was descried to be an English ship of 74 guns. Despairing
of making her escape, she attempted to go before the wind, and chose
the moment when, by the dispositions made for the chace, the ships of
the French squadron were much stparated from each other. Setting all

her sails she ran before the wind, attempting to make her escape by
maintaining a running fight athwart the French squadron ;

but the

Indivisible and Le Dix Aout gota-head of her, and began the engagement
at the distance of 600 toises, then within musquet shot, and after an.

action, maintained with great spirit for an hour, the English ship was

obliged to surrender. She proves to be the Swiftsure, one of the finest

vessels in Lord Keith's squadron. The Indivisible and the Dix- Aout
have experienced very inconsiderable damage ;

the Indivisible has lost

only four men in killed and wounded
j
the Dix-Aout ha six men

killed and twenty-three wounded. Admiral Gantheaimie drevr de-

tachments of sailors from different ships in his squadron, of whom he
formed a crew for the Swiftsure, which he has succeeded in putting
in a situation fit for sea.
" On the i5th (July 4) of the same month, a vessel from Bristol^

laden with provisions for the English army in Egypt, was also captured

by Admiral Gantheaume."

For the above success, the enemy appear to have been solely indebted

to the superiority of their vessels in point of sailing; as GANTHEAUMK'S
fleet consisted of the swiftest-sailing vessels in the French Navy, and
were selected for the express purpose of being able to run away : and
it is well known, the enemy have studied this art with more success

than the English.
Firmly convinced of the general prowess of our Navy, and the par.

ticular characters of the above English Commanders, for their distin-

guished skill, zeal, and gallantry, we are assured, that when the true

circumstances of these actions aje ascertained, they will be found as
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honourable to British courage as any in our annals. Disaster can never
tarnish true bravery. It is to the manly daring of British heraism the

country is indebted for the. greatest of its achievements. And the

success which has generally attended our enterprising energies, has

inspired our Navies with that dignified and elevated confidence which
has raised their character to the greatest height of glory, and their

country to the summit of national consequence. To this may be
attributed those brilliant exploits performed by HOWE, VINCENT,
DUNCAN, NELSON, HAMILTON, and the very recent gallant enter-

prise under the direction of Lieutenant LOSACK *. The same ar-

dour and confidence certainly aftuated the gallant FERRIS when he
stationed himself between so formidable a battery and the French line.

Some adverse casualty or circumstance, unforeseen or unexpected,
must, therefore, have happened, to have caused his gallant daring to

prove abortive. So that, however anxious we may be to receive

authentic accounts of t-heie actions, we await their arrival, in the firm

reliance of increasing instead of blighting the verdure of our Bri-

tish laurels.

LOSS OF THE AMBUSCADE.
SHEERNESS, JULY 9.

THE Ambuscade Dutch frigate, Captain Van Voss, this morning at

eight o'clsck got under weigh to go out of harbour, on her way to the

Downs, win.d blowing fresh W. N, W. when she was perceived about
nine o'clock, nearly on her beam ends, just beyond the Middle Sand,
which is about three miles from hence, in the fair channel to the Nore,
in about five fathoms wather. This fatal accident happened by a plank
in her bottom giving way. It was first discovered by some women on
the lower deck, who perceiving the water rushing in at the hawse holes,
ran upon deck, and gave the alarm, when the Captain and Carpenter
went down, and they pJainJy perceived that it was too true. Orders
were immediately given, and the sails clewed up (they having top-
gallant-sails set) : they immediately bore up, the ship sinking by the
head very fast, and in less than five minutes from the time the leak was
discovered, the larboard si.de of the ship, and the deck up to the main
hatch, was entirely under water. Boats immediately went to the
assistance of the people, who all "(except two or three between decks)
got up to the starboard side of the ship, and mostly were- picked off by
one of his Majesty'^ te-nders at the Nore, and other vessels which were
there. On the people's perceiving the ship sinking, four or five jumped
overboard, in hopes of saving their lives,, but were most fa-tally dis-

appointed.
We have to lament the fate of eight souls who were drowned on this

lamentable occasion, consisting of nve men, two wcunen, and a child ol"

about six years of age.
The Ambuscade was rather an old frigate, and was ordered to join the

other three Dutch ships in his MajestyY service at Ireland*. She is not

entirely under water, but must be removed, as she lays directly in the-

channel to the Nore.
Her crew and officers were p.u* OR board the Iris frigate, till further

orders are received respecting them.
The above frigate has been sipce weighed. She was towed into har-

bour on the ijth, and is now lying upon the west shore
$

all her guns,
have been got out, and she is nearly freed from water. She was warped
alongside the Drochterland hulk on the aist

5
and it is now believed,

that {here is no hole in. her bottom.

* See page 61.

K z
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CONVENTION BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND RUSSIA.
This important event was announced in the City by the following

letter, fent to the Lord Mayor :

" MY LORD, "
Dvwning-street, July u, Halfpast Eight P. M.

" I have great satisfaction in acquainting you, that Captain Blake, of
the Dispatch cutter, is just arrived from St. Petersburgh,and has brought
a Convention, signed on the 1 7th of June, by Lord St. Helen's and Count
Panjn, on the part of his Majesty and the Emperor of Russia, by which
all differences between the two countries have been amicably adjusted.

" Their Danish and Swedish Majesties have been invited to accede to

this Convention.
" I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed)
" HAWKESBURY/"

" Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor."
It is not intended to publish the Convention signed at Petersburgh

by our Court, until after it has been ratified, and probably not until it

has been submitted for the acceptation of the other Northern Courts.

The following are the Articles published at Copenhagen, said to

have been signed by the British and Russian Courts.

ART. I. There shall be peace and friendship between the two
Powers and their subjects.
ART. II. Both of the high contracting parties engage to abide by

the ordinances prohibiting any trade in commodities which are con-
traband of war, with the enemy against whom one of the two Powers
makes war.
ART. III. The ships of the Neutral Powers shall sail without

molestation to the harbours and coasts of Belligerent Nations. The
effects found on board the ships of Neutral Powers, with the exception
of such as are contraband of war, or the property .of the enemy, shall

be free : the raw and manufactured produce of the countries engaged
in war, which the subjects of Neutral Powers shall have purchased, and
are bringing away on their own account, shall also be free

;
the articles

considered as contraband of war shall make no alteration in the parti-
cular stipulations of the treaties with other Powers. The Pov/ers

engaged to issue strict orders to the Captains cf their ships to conceal

no contraband commodities.
ART. IV. The right of search shall be possessed only hy ships of

war, and not by privateers. A ship of war belonging to the Belligerent
Power which shall require to visit a merchant ship xonvoyed by a

ship of war of a neutral nation, shall remain at the distance of a can-

non shot, wherver the sea or the place of meeting does not render a
nearer approach necessary. The Commander of the ship of war of the

Belligerent Party shall send a boat on board the convoying ship,

partly to ascertain that she is fully empowered to convoy the merchant

ship, with her specific lading, to the port to which she is bound, and

partly to be certain that the ship of war belongs to the Imperial of

Royal fleet. If the papers of the merchant ships are in proper order,
and there appears no further grounds for suspicion, no further

visitation shall take place ;
but in the contrary case, the convoying

ship shall detain the convoy the time necessary for visiting the ship,
at which visiting one or more Officers from the convoying ships shall

be present. If the Commander of a ship of war shall think proper to

visit a merchant ship for a reason which appears to him important, he
shall send notice of his intention to the Commander of the con.voyine

ship, who shall be at liberty to send an Officer on board to be present
at the search. The merchant ship shall be carried into the nearest
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port of the Belligerent Power, and there be subjected to search with
all possible care.

ART. V. The Commander of a ship of war of the Belligerent
Parties, who shall retain one or more convoyed ships, shall be answer-
able for the expences and damage, and, in case he shall exceed his in-

structions, suffer punishment. On the other hand, a convoying ship
shall under no pretence forcibly oppose the detention of one or more
merchant ships, by the ships of war of the Belligerent Party.
ART. VI. This article relates to the judicial regulation which both,

parties engage to observe.

ART. VII. A ship is not acknowledged to belong to the nation

whose flag it bears, jf the Captain and half of the crew are not of the

same nation.

ART. VIII. The principles and regulations established in this

Treaty shall be applied to all naval wars in which one of the Powers

may be engaged, while the other remains neuter. These stipulations

shall, therefore, be considered as permanent, and be held as a constant
rule to the two nations, with respect to commerce.
ART. IX. Denmark and Sweden shall receive back their ships and

colonies when they accede to this Convention.
ART. X. This Convention shall be ratified within two months, or

sooner, if possible.

The Courts of STOCKHOLM and COPENHAGEN have since acceded t9
the above Convention.

ARRIVAL OF LORD NELSON.

July i. Arrived at Yarmouth, the Kile brig, on board of which was
Admiral Lord Nelson, who immediately on his landing proceeded to

the hospital to visit the sick and wounded men which were brought
there after the battle off Copenhagen. Having taken some refreshment
at the Wrestlers' Inn, distinguished by the title of Nelson's Hotel, he
left Yarmouth about five o'clock, accompanied by a troop of cavalry as

far as Lowe^toffe.
We return eur best acknowledgments to the Officer for the following

important communication, and, at the same time, assure him, that we
consider ourselves much indebted to him for his promise of -similar

favours ;

" St. George, Kioge^ Bay, June 18, 1801.
" MEMORANDUM. Lord Nelson has been obliged, from the late very

bad state of his health, to apply to the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty for leave to return to England, which their Lordships have
been pleased to comply with. But Lord Nelson cannot allow himself
to leave the fleet without expressingtothe Admirals, Captains, Officers,
and men, how sensibly he has felt, and does feel, all their kindness to

him, and also how nobly and honourably they have supported him in
the hour of battle, and the readiness they have shewn to maintain the
honour of their King and Country on many occasions which have
offered

j and had more opportunities presented themselves, Lord Nelson
is

perfectly persuaded they would have added more glory to their

Country.
'

Lord Nelson cannot but observe with the highest satisfaction

which can fill the breast of a British Admiral, that (with the exception
of the

glaring misconduct of the Officers of the Tigress and Cracker

gun brigs, and the charges alledged against the Lieutenant of the

jerror^bomb) out of 18,000 of which the Fleet is composed, not a

complaint h,as been made ofany officer or man in it
;
and he cannot but

remark, that the extraordinary health of this Fleet, under the blessings
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of Almighty God, is to be attributed to the great regularity, exact

discipline, and cheerful obedience of every individual or' the Fleet.-

The. Vice -Admiral assures them* that he will not fail to represent to

the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, their highly praise-worthy
conduct }

and if it pleases God, that the Vice-Admiral recovers his

health, he will feel proud, on some future day, to go with them in

pursuit of further glory, and to assist in making the name of our King
beloved and respeited by all the world.

" NELSON AND BRONTE.
" To tte refpefiive Admirals, Captains," &c.

Sir Thomas Boulden Thompson's pension has been increased to 500!.
The pension he received in consideration of his wounds, in the gallant
action between his ship, the Leander, and the French man of war, the

Genereux, in 1799, was 200!. to which he has since received an addition

from his Majesty of 300!. in consequence of the loss of his leg in the

battle off Copenhagen.
^*^*

Extraft of a Letterfrom an Officer, dated L^lmmorlalite, off Brest, June 18.
" I will give you an account of our Pilot's excursion to Brest :

Having volunteered to go on shore and get every possible information
\vith respect to the Bre:>t fleer, his services were accepted, and the

following evening we landed him, after agreeing to send for him at two
different places on the three following nights, which we did during five

rights, but no Pilot was to be seen ;
this was owing to some mistake

made either by us or him, in not going to the right place. We of
course gave him up, not doubting but he was taken up as a spy.
However, after being gone eight days, he came alongside in a French

boat, with two men, which brought him off in the following manner
from Breat. He hired this boat to ^o into Cameret Bay ; upon getting;

pretty near to it, he told them be did not mean that bay, he meant
Barthom Bay, which was, I suppose, half way to the ship from the
harbour ; after getting near that bay, he said he wanted to go to Point
St. Mathews (which was about two gun-shots from the ship) ;

the men
belonging to the boat Hew in a passion, telling him they would take him
back to Brest, when instantly he took a brace of pistols from his pocket,
exclaiming,

" Pm an Englishman, and if you do ,ot put me on board of

my ship, without dtlay, I'll blow your brains out," pointing a pistol to
'each of them the whole of the way ; however, they thought; proper to

bring him on board. Perhaps you may be impatient to know the news
he brought us : he says, there are twcnty-threa sail of the line in the

outer harbour, ready for sea, and twenty-one in the inner harbour get-.

ting ready 5
there are four frigates destined for the West Indies. The

fleet which are coming out (it is expected in the course of a month)
consists of fourteen sail ef French, and six of Spanish line, besides two

frigates, which are those that we engaged. Our Pilot dined on board
one of them with a seaman that told hiro of the action, and that our shot
struck their topmast in two places, and two in the hull

; and although
they only struck us once in the hull, they believed,, and saade not the

least doubt but they did us considerable damage. Their names are the

Furious and Syrenne ;
the former of forty- four guns, the latter of

thirty-six guns. The fleet is supposed to be destined for Egypt, with

troops. There area great number of gun-boats fitting out in the dif-

ferent ports in Brest, upwards of two thousand, they say to invade the

islands of Guernsey and Jersey. The Spaniards in Brest are very

sickly ;
above fifteen hundred have died since they have been in Brest.

The French have taken three sail of the line from them, and hoisle<i

their colours, in payment, they say, for maintaining them."
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SIR JOHN WARREN'S SQUADRON.
of a Letterfrom an Qfficer on board tbe Squadron, dated off Alexax*

dria, April 23.
" MY DEAR FRIEND,

" On the 4th of March last we sailed from Mahon Roads with four
sail of the line

;
the Haarlem with some guns on her lower deck, and

the Mercury frigate> in quest of Gantheaume's squadron of seven sail of
the line. On the 7th, we spoke two vessels, who gave us intelligence
that the King of Naples had concluded a treaty with the French, and
that in consequence they had been obliged to quit that port. Con.

ceiving it possible, I imagine, that the appearance of our squadron otf

Palermo, where the King was, might induce him to revoke such a mea-
sure, we proceeded to that port, but learned from Mr. PSget, the Bri-
tish Minister, that the King could not proteft himself, and must sub-
mit to the terms imposed on him by the French. The Champion fri-

gate was dispatched to M.tlta to order the Alexander and Athenien to

join us off Maritime. We stood for the Bay of Naples, where some
Russian frigates were lying in the Mole : a Neapolitan frigate was lyin
outside of them in the Bay, whose Captain came off to us, for the pur-
pose of protecting the neutrality of the port. Our obje& not being to

involve our ancient Ally in fresh difficulties, we stood back for Mari-
time, where, on the iSth, the Athenien joined ; the Alexander had lefc

Malta a short time before, and had parted company with her. On the

sad, she joined us near the small island of Calita, on the African sidesWe were proceeding off Toulon, when on the 25th, in the morning,
we fell in with the Salamine brig, which informed us, that the Frenck
had sailed from Toulon on the lyth,and were supposed to be bound for

Egypt. We stood immediately to the eastward, and on the succeeding
morning, about ten leagues to the east of Sardinia, we got sight of them
at day -light. The wind was variable, inclining to calm. We immedi-

ately made all sail in chace, and kept sight of them till night, but with,
out gaining upon them. We continued the chace all night, the Mer-

cury being a-head
;
but I am sorry to say that in the morning they were

out of sight. I suspecl they hauled to the northward.
"
Knowing they had 4000 troops on board, and that Bonaparte had

sent his Aid du Camp Duroc to order Gantheaumc to sea, we had no
doubt that their objeft was to reinforce their army in Egypt, and
therefore made the best of our way off Alexandria, in the hope of again
meeting them. We sent ashore to the islands of Maritimo and.

Panteluria, lying off and on between Sicily and Cape Bon, for

intelligence, but could obtain none. Light airs, cairns, and contrary
winds, prevented our arrival here till last Sunday, when we fell in with
two of Lord Keith's cruisers, and from them learned the loss our army
had already sustained of its General and three thousand men, and that

Alexandria was not yet in our possession. Our worthy Admiral also

learned the afflicting news that his only son, Capt. Warren, a Subaltern
in the Guards, was killed on the first day." We joined Lord Keith next morning (April ao), and found him

standing offand on Alexandria with seven sail of the line, frigates, &c. j

and Petowna Bey, the Turkish Vice-Admiral, with two sailor the line,

sloops, &c. The Captain Pacha is laying in Aboukir Bay in a three-

decker, with two sail of the line."

According to the Paris papers, GANTHEAUME, after having for so

many months successfully baffled the vigilance of our fleets, has
returned to Frejus, a sea-port near 'Toulon, after landing the troops a,bout

twenty leagues from Alexandria. His unlocked for escape can alone b*
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attributed to his being, perhaps of all men, the best acquainted with the
Levant. He was formerly a Captain of a merchant-vessel trading be-
tween the South of France and the ports of the Levant, particularly
Alexandria. On account of his knowledge of those seas, he was

appointed Chief of the Staff (there is no such office in the British Navy)
on board L'Orient, Admiral Bruey's flag-ship, from which he escaped
When she was on fire in the battle of Aboukir. He was afterwards
chosen by Bonaparte to conduct him back to France, and finally to the
command of the expedition destined to succour the French army in

Egypt, for the same reason.

A division of seven ships of the line is to be immediately dispatched
to reinforce the British fleet in the Mediterranean.

M^S^

Extrafl of a Letter from an Officer on board his Majesty's Brig Penguin^
of 1 8 Guns, commanded by Captain Manfel, April 7, Lat. a. 31. Long.
21. If.
" On the i8th of February we observed three ships in chase of us,

one of which came up very fast. We shortened sail to receive him,
when he made signals to his consorts, and lay to to wait for them.

They soon came up with him ^ when they formed a line of battle and
hoisted French colours. We made no scruple to attack them all

5
and

as we neared each other we found they were a corvette of 24 guns, and
two large armed ships of sixteen guns each a hard match for our

eighteen guns I However, when we got within musquet-shot we
exchanged broadsides with the three

}
the broadside of one of the

armed ships told as heavy as that of the corvette. The aftion continued

very brisk for two hours, when we got the weather-gage of the sternmost

ship, and bore up to cut her off. We succeeded in breaking the line

and throwing them into confusion
;
and having got close under rheiee

of the large ship, she bore up with an intention to run us down
; but a

well -directed fire obliged him, when about half-pistol shot from us, to
strike his colours, let ny every thing, and hail for quarter. The other
two bore down to his assistance

;
and after a fight of about an hour in

the dusk, we had the misfortune to lose our foretopmast, which fell in
such a direction that the whole foreyard became useless, which, together
with the disabled state of our rigging, and our sails all cut to pieces and
on fire, made the brig quite ungovernable ; but Captain Mansel, just on
the crash of the topmast, took hold of the hand of the next man to him,
and the whole crew followed his example ; there was a moment of awful
silence ;

not a word was spoken, but we all knew what it meant, to

standby each other to the last, and never to strike three cheers to our brave

Captain followed. Our enemy, however, had got enough of it, for

taking advantage of a dark night and our shattered condition, they made
off. We repaired our rigging in the night, and next morning we
pursued them into Teneriffe. As they fired much at our rigging with
round and grape shot, and iron bars from a foot to eight inches long,
we luckily had no one killed, and only a few wounded. Yesterday we
fell in with a Swedish East Indiaman, which we have detained, and by
whom you will receive this letter."

>>.^"t

By the very judicious manner in which the Channel Fleet is now
victualled, by sending out live bullocks, and plenty of vegetables, in

every vessel that sails from Plymouth to join it, the seamen have regu-

larly three dinners of fresh beef and vegetables in the week. The
cxpence is trifling to Government, while the benefits derived from this

system, in preserving the health, and adding to the comforts, of our
brave seamen and marines, is incalculable.
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THREATENED INVASION.

IK consequence of the immense preparations making all along the

French coast for the long-talked-of INVASION, Government have

thought it necessary to adopt every method that prudence could dictate

for the defence of the country. To this end, the division of the North

Sea Fleet, commanded by Admiral GRAVES, consisting of the following

ships, viz. the Polyphemus, Admiral GRAVES; Veteran and Ru!y, men of

war
; Gtter, Vesuvius, Bruiser, Cracker, Hasty, Teazer, and Pmcber, gun-

brigs ; ileflo, fire-ship j Sulphur and Explosion, bomb-vessels
; Speed-

'well, !$ueen tenders ; Speculator lugger ;
and UEspiegle brig ; which

arrived at Yarmouth on the i9th from the Baltic, have since sailed to

join Admiral Dickson's squadron, now blockading the Dutch Fleet in

the Texeh

The following ships, likewise from the Baltic Fleet, have joined the

Channel Fleet off Brest :

Ships. Guns. Commanders.
'

Ganges 74 Capt. BRISBANE (acting),
Russel - - 74 w - CUMING.
Bellona 74 T. BERTIE.
Warrior - - 74 C. TVLER.
Defiance - - - 74 RETALICK.
Defence 74 Lord H. PAULET.

AH the cruisers in the Downs have also been ordered to sea, and

twenty additional frigates and sloops of war are stationed along the

French coast, from Havre to Dunkirk. A guard-ship is to be stationed

off Harwich harbour, manned by pike-men from the different ports

upon the Essex and Suffolk coast. The sea fencibles are ordered into

active service ;
and there has not only been a very severe press upon,

the River, but the Lord Mayor, in consequence of application made to

him for that purpose, has granted press-warrants in the City, by which
means a number of useful hands have been procured.

It was not to be supposed that, in this state of public affairs, Lord
NELSON would remain inactive

; accordingly we find that his Lordship
hr.s again hoisted his flag on board the Unite frigate at Sheerness. He
Aas sixteen frigates, and all the smaller gun-boats and craft, under his

orders, from Portsmouth up the Straits of Dover, to the Northern exire-

mity of our Island, and is invested with very extensive and unusual

powers. The Admiralty have also granted his Lordship three Aides-

du-Camp, although unprecedented, in consideration of the inconve-
nience to which the gallant Admiral is exposed by the loss of his right
arm. Every person must rejoice to see Lord Nelson, whose courage,
enterprize, and vigilance are so pre-eminent, employed in such service.

At the present moment this species of naval force may be of the utmost

utility, and its full effeft will be obtained under his direction.

The capture of the Che<urette t in the manner in which it has been
effected, is not much calculated to inspire the enemy with confidence
in the plans which they are preparing to carry into execution. Those
who consider themselves in a state to invade the shores of other nations,
should at least be in a situation to proteft the ships in their own
harbours. The undaunted bravery of the English Officers an J Seamen
was perhaps never more firmly opposed by an enemy than in this

severe conflift ; but the heroic determination of the assailants overcame

every resistance that could be opposed to them by superior force, and

complete success crowned at length their glorious exertions. To the

facial account of this most gallant action in page 61, we are enabled to

VI. L
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add the following interesting particulars, transmitted to us by a corres*

pondent at Plymouth :

"
Plymouth, July 27.

" The Chevrette French corvette, which came in here yesterday, is mounted
with twenty nine-pounders, and had on board, at the time when the aiSioa

commenced, 339 men, including troops. Though the utmost secresy was used,
the enemy had some idea that an attempt would be made to cut her out. The
boats of the squadron were discovered at some distance from the ship, and a

tremendous fire was instantly opened from the corvette, as well as from the bat-

teries ; the boats, however, amidst a shower of shot, got alongside about twelve

o'clock, and found the enemy fully prepared to receive them, having ranged their

men three deep along the booms, each armed with a boarding-pike, a toma-
hawk, and a brace of pistols, with which they bravely defended the ship a con-

siderable time
; but the determined bravery of the British seamen surmounted

every obstacle, and they got possession of the deck, when the carnage became
more general, and the contest was kept up with great slaughter for about an
hour and a half, until the deck of the vessel was literally filled with dead and
wounded bodies ; the Frenchmen then finding further resistance ineffectual,

declared they had struck. Lieutenant Neville, of the Uranie, immediately after

boarding, ran aft to the quarter-deck, and discovering the French Captain, a

combat ensued, in which the latter was presently vanquished, and fell lifeless

near the wheel, having been run through with a cutlass. Lieutenant Sinclair, of

the Marines, was killed in defending a Midshipman of the Doris, who was also

wounded in two places while endeavouring to get on board the corvette. So

desperate an undertaking has hardly been attempted during the war, as the ship

lay under the guns of a very strong battery, but fortunately all the shot passed
over her, so that the boats were not much annoyed by them. The ship has on
board a great quantity of stores. The wounded brought in have been landed
this morning, and carried to the hospital. Many of the English sailors, we
understand, had their arms cut off by the Frenchmen's tomahawks, when endea-

vouring to board. During the action, three eighty gun ships came oat of Brest

to assist the corvette, and the English fleet made an attempt to cut them off, but

they retreated, and got into the harbour again. The Fleet are now cruising
close off the port, to prevent any vessel from getting out."

While British valour is thus triumphant in the enemy's harbours, the

menaced coasts of England are rendered perfectly secure by the for-

midable line of shipping under the orders of the distinguished Hero of
the Nile, and Ireland is effectually covered by the arrival of Admiral
POLE in Cork Harbour with twelve sail of the line from the Baltic.

The general command of the Land Forces is entrusted to the Mar-

quis Cornwallis ; and indeed all the preparations for defence adopted
by Government are of so formidable a nature, and so well calculated to

frustrate any attempt which the enemy are capable of making upon
our coasts, that the most serious efforts of the latter, though viewed
with a necessary eye of precaution, are by no means calculated to excite

dread or alann, except in the minds of the most weak and timid. And"
it is probable that, as soon as the French learn the determination of
the British Government to call forth the whole energies of their coun-

trymen, the splendid hopes of the daring invaders will sink into fear

and dismay.
The appearance of NELSON in the uneontrouled command and direc-

tion of the gun-boats and floating batteries, will present to them a more
terrible aspect of opposition than what they have been accustomed to

view at any period of the war. His active spirit will prove our best

guardian. And as, since the battles of Aboukir and Copenhagen^ it is

quite in his way to attack the enemy in their own
ports,

we entertain

strong hopes, that under the auspices of such a distinguished Com-
mander, whose very name is a tower ofstrength to his grateful country^
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Our Admiralty, directed by the spirit, the vigilance, the activity of a

St. VINCENT, will not tamely wait the attacks of the French^ but pro-
ceed to their very coasts, to -chastise them for their insolence and per-

fidy, when, under the pretext of a solemn negociation for peace, they
are using every effort to take a base advantage of our credulity uud

honour.
<^.^

The Malta, of So guns. Captain BERTIE, and another ship of the

line, are ordered to be stationed at St. Helen's, for the purpofe of exa-

mining all vessels coming into Portsmouth Harbour, and preventing

any designs that may be formed by the enemy ;
similar orders have

been issued to the other Port Admirals
;
and all Captains and other

Officers are enjoined to sleep on board their respective ships.

New regulations respecting the future government of the Naval Royal
Dock-Yard at Plymouth, have been sent down from the Board cf

Admiralty and Navy Board. The principal and leading features art-,

that there is to be an additional Comptroller of Payments, to pay the

ships afloat ;
the Officers and Clerks are to have their salaries advanced

on 3. respectable footing ;
the taking and cutting of chips is entirely

done away, and the shipwrights are to have 6d. per diem in lieu there-

of
5
and the apprentices of the Dock-Yard are to have their situations

improved ;
with many other regulations equally beneficial for the ser- -

vice and those employed.
A fire broke out a few days ago in one of the medicine chests belong-

ing to a Surgeon's Mate, on board the Malta, at St. Helen's. The con-

flagration was spreading in a rapid and alarming manner towards the

maga/ine, when notice being given to Captain Bertie, its further

ravages were happily prevented by his calm and collected presence of
mind and effective orders upon the occasion. The alarm and confusion
that seized the crew was such as induced many to attempt quitting
the ship ;

but owing to the spirited conduct of Captain Bertie,
the whole were soon restored to their former state of tranquillity, on.

finding all danger was removed by the judicious orders their Captain
had given for the purpose.

The following melancholy accident happened at Deptford a short
time back. As Captain Andrew Christie, of the Navy ; Captain Bruce
Mitchell, of the Marquis Wellesley East Indiaman

j
Mr. Anderson,

Chief Mate j and Mr. John Bruce, Surgeon of the above ship, were

returning on shore from the ship, the wherry got athwart the hawse of
a lighter, and immediately upset, by which unfortunate accident Captain
Christie and Mr. John Bruce were drowned. The bodies of the suf-

ferers were found on the following morning.
The subscription at Lloyd's for the relief of the Widows and Children

of the brave men who fell in the battle off Copenhagen, now amounts to

14,574.1. 55. and the Egyptian subscription to 2,182!. 153.

The circumnavigator Bougainville, at Paris, has presented a Memoir
to the French Government, in which he endeavours to demonstrate,
that the North Pole may be approached much nearer than it has- been by
Phipps and others.

A French Writer, indignant at the dominion which our Naval Victo-

ries have given us over the ocean, and which the peculiarity of oilr

situation renders it essential for us to preserve, angrily exclaims,
" that

Jtngiandno longer bslwgs to Europe^ but Europe to England"
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EAST INDIA SHIPPING.

Julyzt. The Purser of the Honourable East India Company's ship
the Lndy Burgess, Captain A. F. W. Svvinton, arrived at the India

House with the agreeable intelligence of that ship, together, with the

Company's ships the Lady Jane Dundas, Captain the Honourable Hugh
Lindsay ;

and the Bengal, Captain Adam Cumine, severally from the

Presidency of Bengal, being safe and standing into Cork. The Purser

left the above ships on the zfth instant. They all sailed from Bengal
on the *5th of February last, and took their departure for the island

of St. Helena on the zd of June. The Pursers of the Lady June
Dundas and Bengal are not yet arrived, though hourly expected.

Monsieur SurcoufF, Monsieur Sirnonet, and Monsieur Girardin

French prisoners of war, came passengers on board the Lady Burgess.
The Company's packet the Georgiana arrived at Bengal on the -i^th

February. The Lord Mornington packet was also there. The Sir

Edward Hughes, Captain James Unnston
; Hawke, Captain David

Bristow Baker; and Prince William Henry, Captain Roger Baskett,
which left England early in September, arrived at Madras in January,
and were taking in cargoes for Europe. The Castle Eden, Captain
Alexander Cuming, sailed from Bengal for Madras the iyth February.
We have the pleasure to announce the safe arrival of the following East

India ships at Canton, under convoy of his Majesty's ship Belliqueux,
viz. Neptune, Exeter, Coutts, Dorsetshire, and Bombay Castle. The
above sailed from England on the ajth May.
The ships now arrived from Bengal are, the Castle Eden, City

.of London, and Phcenix. The above are expected within three

months.
We understand that the extra ships which sailed for Bengal la^t

season, had arrived safely at that Presidency. They are the Tellicher-

ry, Lord Walsingham, Skelton Castle, Rockingham, Travers, Melville

Castle and Earl Spencer.

29. Yesterday a Court of Directors of the East India Company was
held at the India- House, when the following Gentlemen attended, and
took their leave of the Court, previous to their being dispatched
according to their respective consignments; viz.

Mr. John Logan, Master of the Manship, for Ceylon and Bengal. MY.
Thomas Larkins, Master of the Comet, and Mr. Charles Graham, Master of

the Sarah Christiana, for Benpal. Mr. John Craig, Master of the Caledonia ;

Mr. R. A. Mash, Master of the General Stuart ; Mr. Thomas Mortimer,
Master of the Monarch : and Mr. Alexander Sinclair, Master of the Ann, for

Madras. Mr. Gilbert Mitchell, Master of the Sovereign, and Mr. Robert

Barker, Matter of the Northampton, for Bombay. Mr. Andrew Grieve,
Master of the Princess Mary, for St. Helena and Bengal.

The Northampton East Indiaman, of 5+1 tons, was lately launched
at the King and Queen Dock, Rotherhithe. At the top of the tide she

turned off the stocks very finely, the launch being gradual. At the

turn of the tide, yesterday, she was taken into dock to finish her cop-
pering. The Northampton is a very fine vessel for her size ;

she was
buiit by Mestairs. The River was covered with boats j a long gallery,
erected from the Dock-Yard, for the accommodation of the friends of
the Captain, was crowded with Ladies. The afternoon was fine ;

m>
accident happened to cloud the scene, which was highly pleasing to the

numerous spectators. Captain Barker, the owner, provided a very ele-

gant dinner at the London Tavern, for three hundred persons : it was
<et out in the loft (i. e. workshop), where 180 Ladies took their seats :

in the evening the tables were removed, and the scene concluded with
a ball.
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BOMBAY, DEC. IO.

On Merulay evening arrived the Honourable Company's cruizer

Intrepid, late Captain George Hitll, from Bussorah, after having
encountered, on the 22,d ult. a French privateer which had boarded two
dows near Muscat. The particulars of the action we understand to be

nearly as follow: They perceived a vessel from the mast-head at sun- rise,

and about seven o'clock saw her from the deck standing towards them.

Captain Hall made the private signal to her about eight o'clock, which
was not answered

;
the stranger soon afterwards hoisted a union jack

at the fore-top gallant mast head, and a blue ensign at the gaff end 5 at

ijalf past nine, Captain Hall fired a shot, and hoisted the Company's
colours, which was almost immediately returned under French colours.

An aflion ensued chiefly within pistol shot, and between ten and
eleven o'clock, the enemy, trusting to his superiority in Europeans,
made two attempts to board the Intrepid under the stern

j
in the

second attack, the enemy's jib boom was for some time foul of the Iii-

trepid's driver
;

both attacks were repelled with great spirit and

execution, the few Europeans Captain Hall had being called from the

guns on these occasions. About a quarter before eleven o'clock, Cap-
tain Hall received u severe wound, which obliged him to quit the deck ;

on which Lieutenant Smee took charge. By this time the Intrepid's
masts were much injured, and most of the sails rendered useless by the

damages they had sustained, the rigging being almost all cut to piece.,
with two Europeans killed, and many others of the crew wounded. In
this state the engagement continued till near twelve o'clock, when the

.enemy's fire slackened, and they began to make off. Lieutenant Smee
then turned the hands up to repair the damages, in order to chase. A
little after twelve, all sail was set on the Intrepid, and the chace con-
tinued till three P. M. when finding that the enemy sailed so much
superior as to afford no chance of coming up with her, Lieutenant Since

hauled his wind to the N. N. W. The enemy was a brig, carrying her

guns on a flush deck, having six on each side, ofdifferent calibre, and
four swivels, copper-bottomed, and nearly the size of the Honourable

Company's cruizer the Antelope. Lieutenant Srnee and Best are

slightly wounded
;
Mr. Harriot, volunteer, and the Boatswain, are

also said to be wounded
;
also one European seaman and 18 Sepoys and

Lascars many of them dangerously. We are truly sorry to add, that

Captain Hall, who with his officers and ship's company have done their

duty to themselves and their country in so exemplary a. manner, died of
his wound on the 30th ult.

We have the pleasure to state, on the authority of letters lately received

from Surat, that Mr. Badcock, the Chief Officer of the snow Friendship, Capt.

Napier, for which the most alarming apprehensions have existed for a consider-

able time, arrived safe with that vessel at Muscat, on the 8th of .February. It

appears, that she parted the best bower cable in Cochin Roads, on the 1st of

January, and stood out to sea in a most dreadful tempest, and was driven so

far to the southward of the port, as. to be unable to regain it. All her masts
were cut away, and every thing thrown overboard to lighten the vessel

; and
had she not providentially reached Muscat on the above day, under jury ma-.s,

every soul on board must have perished through hunger and want of water.

The following account has been received by the late dispatch from Madras,
in a letter dated the i tth of February. Captain Osborne, of his Majesty's ship

Arrogant, having received intelligence that a ship with a valuable cargo was at

Japara (a sea port in the island of fava), proceeded to that road, v\here she

arrived on the 1st QI December; but the shoal water not permitting the

Arrogant to go in, she was cut out by the boats, and proved to be the U ider-

nuning, a ship of from 420 to 500 tons burihen, built at Liverpool, we. I foiiid,

and * prime sailer.
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A great nutr&er of ships have arrived at moorings in the river from Denmark;
Sweden and Russia. The crews of several of the ships, detained in consequence
of the embargo in the latter country, state that they were marched a considerable

way into the country, where the cold was so extremely intense as, with the effect

of bad provisions, to occasion the death of many of the prisoners. During their

long march, they add, that they were wholly deprived of the benefit of any
fire, and several of them lost their toes and fingers by the severity of ihe

frost. Since their liberation they experienced, however, every degree of

humanity and kindness from the Government, and their treatment on their

return to their stations was highly honourable to the Russian nation.

PLYMOUTH REPORT.
FROM JUNE 2J TO JULY 25.

June ijl "WIND N.W. Cloudy. So great was the hurry and bustle at thlf

Port to get out every ship ready for sea, that all the hands on board the Cam-

bridge, of 84 guns, Admiial Sir T. Paisley; from the gun-boats, Captain
Hawker; from the prison ships; slop ships; frcm the Nimrod, of 20 guns, Rear
Admiral Pacres in Hamoaze, and from the Pelican, of 18 guns, Captain
Thicknesse, in the Sound, were sent on board the Namur, of 98 gunj,
Honourable Captain De Courcy, in Cawsand Bay, to man her for sea.

ifi. Wind variable fair. Came in express from Egypt direct, the Swift

cutter, (ad.) Lieutenant Saunders, with dispatches from .Admiral Lord Keith
and Major General Hutchinson, she left Aboukir Kay the zSth of April, at

which puiod the fleet and army were all well; previous to her leaving Aboukir,
Rear Admiral Sir J. B. Warren with 6 sail of the line, and several frigates, had

joined Admiral Lord Keith, whose force was then 15 sail of the line armed
en fate, 14 frigates, sloops of war, and armed schooners, besides the Turk-
ish fleet, of 7 sail of the line. This day the detachment of zd or Queen's, ajd,
and 24th regiments of foot, embarked on board the 'armed transport, 139,
fpr Egypt.

27. Wind S. \V. Fair. Came in the Fisgard, of 48 guns, Captain T. B.

Martin, from the Channel fleet, which were all well the zjth instant. Sailed

that beautiful schooner on a 3 months cruise, the Earl St. Vincent privateer,
of 14 guns, Captain Croute. Came in a Cartel bark, from Nantz wi'h Fnglish
prisoners. Sailed to join the fleet with bullocks, the Namur, of 98 guns,
Honourable Captain De Courcy, and Robust, of 74 guns, Captain Jervis, they
were both paid wages and prize money yesterday. About ten days since

Captain Brisbane, of the Doris, of 44 guns, look out frigate off Brest, in the

night had the intrepidity in the Doris's cutter, to row round the ships in the

Outer Road, where he distinctly counted the enemy's force as before described ;

after being three hours on the water, he rowed off undiscovered to hi&

ship then at anchor, and was dispatched with the account to the Admiralty.

a8. Wind W. S. W. Fair. By the Fisgard is learnt that the French pilot of

the Immortalite, of 36 guns, Captain Hotham, one of the advanced frigates off

Brest Outer Road, went on shore at Brest, and visited several Cabenets, (wine
houses), drank with some of the troops, and got information that the combined
fleets were 22 sail of the line, 14 frigates, several corvettes and store ships,
besides small craft, with ijooo troops onboard, of which one third were ar-

tillery men ; their destination (if they get out) is said to be Egypt, and they talk

f sailing the first easterly wind; the pilot got safe to his own ship in a fishing
boat. Sailed the French Bark Cartel, for Nantz. Yesterday was caught
in a trawl net by Lieutenant Colonel Hawker, a fine lively Turtle of 12 pound,
en the mud bank Catwater.

29. Wind S. W. Fair. Last night 1 6 prisoners escaped from Mill Prison,

through the sewer in Sandcove-field, but an alarm being given, they were a>l

ecuredby the Surrey guard, and lodged in the Cochet; it is supposed their obje<
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was to have stolen a boat in Mill Bay, and got on board the French cartel in

Cawsand Bay.

30. Wind S. W. Fair. Letters were received here from the La Loire, of

48 guns. Captain Newman, dated at sea the 24th instant, by which is learnt to

the satisfaction of that town and dock, that she was safe, and her gallant cap-
tain, officers, and crew, all well, and had not been ashore at Isle Bas at all.

The report of her having been captured, arose it seems from her reconnoitring
the port oif Havre, and not returning with the tide, it was imagined she had
been on shore.

July i. Wind variable, fair. Came in the Suffisante, of 14 guns, Captain
Kesham, from a cruise off the coast of France. Orders were issued this day
from the Sick and Hurt Board, by order of the Admiralty, that in future all

officers of the Royal Navy who come on shore on sick quarter tickets, from
their respective ships, are not to be as heretofore in private lodgings, but to

repair to the officers wards in the Royal Naval Hospital at Stonehouse, in this

port, which have been recently fitted up for the purpose of receiving such sick

or wounded officers as may want the assistance of the Physicians, &c. of this

truly noble fabric.

a. Wind variable with showers. Came in the Harmony and Recovery,
two brigs from Oporto, with 600 pipes of port wine, for the merchants of this

town, they left Oporto the igth instant, under convoy of La Constance, of 24
guns, Captain Zachary Mudge, and a schooner with 82 sail, all deeply laden

with Port Wine. Captain Mudge dispatched the Speedwell schooner, with 36
sail on the zd inst, off the chops of the Channel, for Bristol, Liverpool, &c.
The very great activity of Captain Mudge in convoying out safe from Fal-

mouth on the 3d of April, the outward bound ships for Lisbon and Oporto, and
also collecting at Vienna some ships with brandy, for the latter Port, without
which the wines could not have been got ready to come home with the convoy,
received the thanks of the British Consul and the Factory, at both Lisbon
and Oporto, for his promptness in preserving the commerce of old England.

3. Wind W. S. W. Flying clouds.

4. Wind S. W. Blows hard with heavy rain. Came in La
Julie, a French

chasse marie, with flour and brandy, prize to the Stork, of 18 guns, Captain
Paiker, bound from Bourdeaux to Brest.

5. Wind 8. W. Blows hard, fair with clouds. Yesterday a most daring gang
1

of water pirates was discovered at this port, 12 are in custody, and from the
information received by the mayor, it appeared that they had made a practice
of plundering prizes committed to their care as ship keepers, and persons
working on prizts lying in Catwater, and Sutton Pool

;
from one large ship, it

appeared in evidence, that the) had plundered at various periods near 15 tons
of barilla, and sent it forward to Bristol ; two of the town Serjeants were
sent off express to Exeter to stop it, and succeeded in securing a great part,
which was brought back in a waggon strongly guarded this morning, and

lodged in the Guildhall for security. The men were committed for further
examination.

6. WindS. E. Rain. Letters from the Namur, of 98 guns, Honourable

Captain De Courcy, and Robust, of 74 guns, Captain R. jervis, dated the id
inst. state their joining the Channel fleet, and that the combined fleets were at

single anchor, and to that period had not made any movements. Letters
also received from the Clyde, of 44 gi:ns, Captain Cunningham, off Havre,
dated the 291)1 ult. mention, that he v. as to cruise on that station some weeks

longer with the squadron under his command.

7. Wind S. W. Cloudy blows bard. Sailed the Transport No. 139 for

Spithead. Sailed for Spithead to be repaired, the Montague, of 74 guns,
Captain Cuthbert, with >iew raised-men for the Dreadnought, of 98 guns
fitting for .sea there. 4 P M. put back the transport No. 139, into the Sound.
7'his morning the Augustus, gun-vessel, lying in Catwater, got under weigh
foi Cavvsaud Bay, and in turning into the Sound, missed stays, and went oa

4
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shore cast of the two gun-batteries, under the lower fort of the citadel, and

though every assistance was given by Captain Hawker, and boats of the

J'isgard, c. and casks ready to buoy her, she went to pieces in the night, the

crew and part of her stores are saved.

8. Wind W. S. W. Several gangs of shipwrights have been 'put on the

Donnegal, of 84 guns, and Hercule of 84 guns, to get them ready to go out of

Dock. The Imogen, of 18 guns, is commissioned, and alongside the Jetty
Head. Came in the Earl fit. Vincent, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Boyce, after a

long cruise, she brought in La Cheri, a valuable French-brig, from Cayenne to

Bourdeaux, with cocoa, coffee, dye-wood, &c. The Pelican, of 18 guns,

Captain Thicknesse, which went up the Harbour, is now rigge.d overhead and

only waits for men to be quite ready for sea. Came in the Sylph, of j8 guus^

Captain Dashwood, with an American ship, deeply laden from Manilla, very
valuable, detained by the Sylph, of 1 8 guns, and Oiseau, of 36 guns, Captain
Lord A. Fitzroy. Went up the Harbour to refit, the Suffisunte, of 14 guns,

Captain Nesham.

9. Wind S. S. E. Cloudy. Came in the Majestic, of 74 guns, Captain D."

Gould ; from Torbay, Excellent, 74, Honourable Captain Stopford ; and

Diamond, 32, Captain Griffiths; from the Channel fleet off the Lizard, last

"Tuesday evening, having been blown off their station by a violent gale of wind
atS. W. The victuallers also returned, as the sea ran so high they could not

discharge half the stores and provisions. This morning rr Lumpers were

fully committed to Exeter Jail, to take their trials at Exeter Assizes by the

Worshipful the Mayor, for having stolen I 6 tons of prize Barilla; some of the

parties have, (exclusive of the above), made off. Also was committed to

Newgate, to take his trial at the Admiralty Sessions, John Carrinded, Seaman,
for being found in arms in L'Adtif, French privateer, of j6 guns; He also

stands charged with t eing concerned in the piracy and murder of the officers of

the Hermione, of 44 guns.

10. Wind W. N. W. Fair. Came in the Sheerness armed tender, with 55
Seamen and Landsmen for the fleet, from Liverpool, she parted with the

London Pacquet, of 10 guns, Lieutenant Fegen, off the Lizard in a gale of

wind. Came in the Alert, Bishop, with brandies, from Gibraltar for this

Port, Jersey, and Guernsey, after a passage of 9 days; she parted company
with the Seahorse, of 38 guns, Captain Foote, off the Kdystone last night, with
1 6 sail of vessels for the Downs, from Gibraltar all well. Letters from Ja-
maica, dated 30th of May, state the safe arrival there from this port of the

Thomas, Trehy Master, with a valuable cai go.

11. Wind Variable, Hard Rain. Came in the Neptunus, (chartered
Swede), with brandies from Gibraltar, one of the Seahorse's convoy. Put back
to Torbay, the Argo, of 44 guns, Carysfort 32, Falcon gun-brig, and five

transports, with the 85th regiment on board fr a secret expedition. By an

offictr|arrived here from the West India fleet, passed up last week is learnt, that

La Braave French privateer, of 3 6 guns, hung on the skirts of the convoy 4
nights, and though chased

( repeatedly by the Montague, of 74 gun, and

Glenmore, of 36 guns, she escaped by her sweeps ; the jth night La Braave
succeeded in cutting off five sail of West Infliamen, hut being observed to

leeward on the next morning, she was again chased by the Glenmore, Captain
Duff, who was fortunate enough to retake 4 sail, which arrived safe at

Cork. The Braave as usual got off, having burnt one West Indiaman.

12. Wind S. W. Cloudy, Some Showers. Came in the Viper cutter, Lieu-
tenant Coghlan, from Sir E. Pellew's squadron off Rochefort, which she left

all well the 8th instant, the French squadron in Rochefort being still thefe.

Letters received here from an officer of the Audacious of 74 guns, dated the
2,6rh ult. off Cadiz, state, that the squadron under Rear Admiral Sir James
fcaumarez, Bart, was arrived on his station off- that harbour to block up the

Spanish squadron there, the admiral had dispatched the Admiral Paisley, of 14

guns, Lieutenant Wooldrklge, to Lisbon wilh letters for England. Saikd the
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Fisgard, of 48 guns, Captain T, B. Martin, and ^ victuallers with live bullocks
and 160 sacks of vegetables for the Channel fleet.

13 Wind S. W. Hard rain. Sailed the Sheerne's armed tender, for Liver-

pool. This day the New Harmony, with a cargo worth 60,00 1 from Smyrna to

Amsterdam, detained some time since by the Earl St. Vincent privateer, of
this port, is liberated, and will proceed on her voyage when the weather
moderates.

14. Wind N. N. W. Showery. Came in the Triton, of 32 guns, Captain
Fitzgerald, from a long cruise off the coast of France, and in the Bay. Sailed

the Sirius. of 36 guns. Captain Edwards, (a&ing, vice Captain King absent on

leave). Sailed the VTajestic, of 74 guns. Captain O. Gould, with live bullocks
and vegetables for the Channel fleet. Went into the '-ound, the Morgiana. of

16 guns, Captain Bullen Sailed several victuallers, with beer and stores for

the Channel fleet. Came in a large Swedish Indiaman, detained undjr the late

embargo by the Penguin of 1 8 guns, she will be liberated and sails the first

fair wind.

15. Wind W. S. W. Showery. Sailed the Betsey Cartel, Singleton, with a
number of French prisoners, on exchange for Morlaix. Cnme in the Achilles,
of 74 guns, Captain Buller, from the Channel fleet to refit. She left them all

well last Monday, and they had not suffered any thing by the late violent gales
at S. W. This day the Excellent, of 74 guns, Honourab'e Captain Stopford, in

Cawsand Bay, struck yards and topmasts to overhaul the rigging. , This day-
Rear Admiral Dacres, assuperintendant of seamen's payment, began paying the

Cambridge, of 84 guns, Admiral Sir T. Paisley, Bart, in H*mo-JZi, 6 months

wages. When the Achilles left the fleet, the combined fleets were in

statu quo.

1 6. Yesterday was discovered a large concealed hole in the prison north

wall under the foundation, but it was fortunately found out and stopped, or

many of the French prisoners would have escaped in the night. So attentive

is Captain iVlanley, superintendant of prisoners of war here, that he returned
a bullock sent in for consumption, because the French committee had re-

fused it.

17. Wind N. N. W. Cloudy. Came in the Nimrod, of 14 guns, from ta&
Channel Fleet. She left them all well last Wednesday.

18. Wind N. W. Sailed the Diamond, of 36 guns, to join the Channel
Fleet. Also a cutter with a convoy to the eastward. The Excellent, of 74
guns, Hon. Captain Stopford ;

and Achilles, of 84 guns, Captain Bulier, have
struck yards and top masts, and are overhauling their rigging.

19. Wind N. W. Fair Sailed the Walgotho Strand Danish East Indiaman,
for Copenhagen She was detained under the embargo some weeks since by
the Penguin, of t8 guns, off the Western Isle. Sailed a convoy to the east-

ward, and the Suffisante, of 14 guns, Captain Nesham, with live stock and

vegetables for the squadron off Havre; viz. Clyde, of 44 guns, Lapwing, j 6,

.La Loire, 48, and 1 rent, 36. Commissioner Towry, who had been taken on
hif passage to Lisbon, arrived here* from Falmouth. He was sent from Cadiz
to Lisbon, where he effected the purpose of his mission to Portugal.

io. Wind W. N. W. Sultry. Orders came down this day for the "VTorgiana,
of 18 guns, Captain Otter, to fit for foreign service, supposed for.Egypt. The

Donnegal, and Heri.-ule, of 84 guns each, now in dock, are completely

repaired and coppered, and go out of dock (alongside the [etty Head to be

commissioned) the next spring tide, on Monday the zyth at 7 P. M
.

21. Wind variable, sultry. T-he thermometer in the shade stood this after-

noon at 75. The heat has been intense. Letters received from the Caesar, of

84 guns, Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, Bart, state, that his squadron was
on the z6th of June in lat. 49. 9 N. which state they were all well steering: for

Gibraltar, Came in the Ruby ef underlands wi'h coals. Orders came down
this day for the Earl St. Vincent, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Eoys, to iit for foreign
service.
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2. Wind N. W. Sultry. Went into the Sound, and sailed to the eastward
with a convoy, the Earl St. Vincent, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Boys. Letters

from the El Carmen, of 36 guns, dated off Cadiz the 4th of June, state, she

had captured four prizes, three of which were arrived at Gibraltar Bay. That
she, the Superbe, of 74 guns, Venerable, of 74, and Cambrian, of 44, had chased

into Cadiz Bay, three French frigates, having on board two French Centre
Admirals and seamen, for the Spanish squadron of 12 sail of the line fitting for

sea there, and that their sailing had been retarded by one of the storehouse*

full of naval stores having caught fire in the dock-yard, and been totally con-

sumed. They were waiting for Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarcz's squadron
from Gibraltar to block them up.

33. Wind N. E. Sultry.

24 WindS. S. E. Fair and sultry. Came in the Suwarrow, of 10 guns,
Lieutenant Nicholson, with dispatches from the Hon. Admiral Cornwallis,
dated the ^^A off Brest, which state they were all well, and the enemy as usual.

On the 17th ult. while cruising off St. Anders, on the coast of Spain, she was
ehased fourteen hours by a Spanish frigate, of 44 guns, and a gun-brig, of 14

guns, which gained upon her so much that Lieutenant Nicholson was obliged to

cut his gunwhales, and throw all his guns overboard, and night coming on sht

escaped, and was ordered home to refit.

15. Wind S. E. Sultry. Sailed the Excellent, of 74 guns, Captain Stopford,
with live bullocks ?nd vegetables for the Channel Fleet ; also the St. Margaritta,
of 36 guns, Captain Parker, on a cruise. Came in the Peggy tender from

Glasgow, with fifty new-raised men for the fleet. Also the Betsey cartel, Sin-

gltton, master, direct from Brest. She brought over a French bulletin of the

capture of the Hannibal, of 74 guns, Captain Ferris, in Algesiras Bay, the $th
instant. Great rejoicings took place at Brest oiVthe receipt of the news of the

advantage gained by Admiral Linois over Sir James Saumare?'s squadron on
that day. Letters from Cape Neald, dated Corunna the ist instant, state, that

the Pesolutioti cutter privateer of this port was taken the i7th ult. after a long
chase by La Braave, of 36 guns, and 350 men, and carried into that port.

PORTSMOUTH REPORT,
FROM JUNE 28 TO JULT 2J.

June 18. Arrived The Argo, of 44 guns, Captain Bowen ; and the Carysfort, of

aSguns, Captain Drummond, and several transports, with the 85th regiment and

forty of the artillery on board, from Cowes. They sailed on Tuesday on a
secret expedition. Also arrived, the Racoon of 1 6 guns, Captain Rathborne,
from a cruise.

29. Arrived the Falcon, of 16 guns, Captain J. Nash, from the North Seas.

30 Arrived the Maidstone, of 38 guns, Captain Donnelly, and the Resist-

ance, of 38 guns, ( aptain Digby, from a cruise off Havre. Sailed the Falcon,
of 16 guns, Captain J. Nash, to jo'n Captain Bowen's secret expedition; and
the Racoon, of i6guns, Captain Rathborne, on a cruise.

July i. Arrived the Rambler, of 16 guns, Captain Rye, from Jersey, to be

docked, having been on a sunken rock near that place ;
and the Scaleby Castle,

outward-bound Fast Indiaman, from the Downs.

3. Arrived the Admiral Mitchell cutter, Lieutenant Darby, from a cruise,

during which he recaptured, off Bologna, two vessels, laden with iron and

timber, and sent them into Dover; also a Spanish brig, laden with the produce
t>f the West Indies, prize to the Constance^frigate, Captain Mudge.

6. Arrived the Beaver, of 1 8 guns, Captain Jones, from a cruise. Sailed

the Resistance, of 36 gun.s,' Captain Digby, on a cruise off f 'avre ; and the Ad-
miral Mitchell cutter, '.ieutenant Darby, on a cruise off Boulogne.

7. .Arrived the Hazard, pf 16 guns, Captain Butterfield, from convoyipga
fart of the West India fleet iron* Cork to the Downs.



OF NAVAL EVENTS. 83

f. Arrived the Guelderland, of 68 guns, Captain TuHichen, with a conyoj
from Cork

;
and the Montague, of 74 guns, Captain Cuthbert, from Plymouth.

9. Arrived the Amphitrite and Galathee, Dutch frigates, from Cork.

14. Sailed the Snipe gun-brig with a convoy for the Downs.

1 6. Sailed the Guelderland, Amphitrite, and Galathce, Dutch men of war
for Cork.

19. Sailed the Constance, of a8- guns, Captain M^dge, for Oporto.; Investi-

gator, of 14 guns, Captain Flinders, on a voyage of discoveries round the
World ; and the Aggressor, gun-brig, for Jersey.

21 Arrived a large convoy from the Downs, under escort of the Raven
brig, Captain Saunders. Sailed the Ma.idstone, of 36, guns, Captain Donnelly,
on a cruise off Havre.

az. Sailed the Leyden, of 6,8 guns, Captain Bedford, for the Downs.

23. Arrived the Prevoyante storeship from the Downs.

94. Arrived the Qsprey, of 18 guns, Captain Irwin, from a cruise; and the

Union cutter, Lieutenant Rowed, from Dover.

a6. Sailed the Joseph cutter, for the Channel Fleet.

lPromation0 anH appointment.

Admiral Lord Nelson has taken the command of a flotilla of gun-boats, fire*

ships, and other small vessels, for the defence pf the Channel from Orfordness

to Beachy Head. His Lordship has hoisted his flag on hoard the Unite, of 31
guns, Captain Harvey.
The Hon. Captain Stewart, son of the Kail of Galloway, who has very much

distinguished himself during the war, accompanies Lord Nelson, as his chief

aid-du-camp.

Vice-Admiral Christopher Parker is to hoist his flag on board his Majesty'^
$hip Irresistible, under th? command of Admiral Dickson, off Goree.

Captain James Stevenson is appointed to the Africaine frigate*

Captain Nowell, of the Glatton, is appointed to the Isis, 19. which the meg,
from the Glatton have been removed.

Captain Bullen is appointed to the Wasp sloop of war.

Captain A. Fraser, to the Berscherraer ; and

Captain Walker, to, the Tartar.

Captain Thomas Peyton, of the De Ruyter, of 6.8 guns, a Dutch ship in his

Majesty's service, is appointed to the command of his Majesty's ship Monarch)
f 74 guns.

Lieutenant Usher is appointed to the Fox cutter.

Captain Edwards, of the Nimrod slopp of war, is appointed to the command,
fro tempore, of the Sir.ius frigate, vice Captain King, who is absent on leave.

Rear.Admiral Rowley is to superintend the. payment of his Majesty's ship*
at Chatham and Sheerness.

Captain Henry Gunter, who commanded the Nautilus sloop, lost off Flam.

borough Head in February, 1799, is appointed agent for transports in Lord
Keith's fleet

Benjamin Tucker, Esq. Secretary to Earl St Vincent, is appointed by nis

Lordship to be Clerk of the Cheque at his Majesty's dock-yard, at Plymouth.

M'Donald, Esq late surgeon of the Montague, is appointed to the Royal
George, of icp guns;.

'

D, B, Dawes, Esq, Secretary to Rcar-Adaural Sir RobertCalder, 19 be Purser
ff the Dreadnought.
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Mr Merry (formerly British Plenipotentiary at Copenhagen) is appointed
td succeed Captain Cotes at Paris, as agent for the English prisoners in France.

Promotions and Appointments at Port^meuib Dytt-yarJ<
N. Didams, Esq First Assistant, to be Builder at heerness.

D. Polhill, Esq. Second Assistant, to be Builder at Chatham.
" Ansell, Esq. Ma-ter Caulker, to be .second Assistant at Plymouth.
Messrs. Cannem, Noseberry, and -Strover, from private dock-yards, and Mr.

Hiyues, a Quarterman, to be Assistants in this yard.
Mr. Maddoek, Boat-bundtr, and Mr. Perkins, to be Assistants at Sheerness.
Mr Howell, Foreman of this yard, to be Boat-builder; and Mr. Helby, 3

Quarterman, to be Foreman of the yard.

MARRIAGES.
At Hastings, in Sussex, Edward Henry Columbine, Esq. a Captain in his l

Majesty's Navy, and Commander of the Sea Fencibles at Hastings, to Miss Ann
Curry, second daughter of Thomas Curry, Esq of Gosport, Hants.

At Downe, K?nt, James Oliver, Esq. of the Royal Navy, of Great Prcscott-

street, to Miss H. M. Omer, of Downc Hall

At Newchurch, in the Isk of Wight, Lieutenant Codd, of the Royal Navy,
to Miss Watts.

Edward Morritt, Esq. late of Clare Hall, Cambridge, to Miss Arabella Ann
Cotton, niece to Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, Bart, of Madingby Park, near

Cambridge.

Air. ]ennings, Purser of the Maidstone, to Miss Erown, of London.

At Kingston, Mr. Ashclby, Surgeon of the Sea Horse, to Miss Douglass, o'f

Portsea.

The aid inst. at Cheltenham, by the Rev. Montague Pennington, the Rev.

Cooper Willyams, Vicar of Exiling^ in Suffolk, late Chaplain of his Majesty's

ship Swiftsure, and domestic Chaplain to the Earl of St. Vincent, to Miss Eliza-

beth R. .Snell, third daughter of Peter Snell, Esq. of Whitley Court, in the

county of Gloucester.

OBITUARY.

Suddenly, at his house, in Portsea, Lieutenant William Chantrell, of ths

Royal Navy.

The nth instant, at the Hot Wells, Bristol, after having supported along and

painful illness with most exemplary patience and fortitude, Lady Horatia, wife

of the Right Hon. Lord Hugh Seymour, Vice-Admiral of the Blue, &c. resigned
an amiable and virtuous life with corresponding piety and meek a-cquiescence
in the Divine will. An affectionate wife, indulgent parent, and sympathizing
friend ;

of mild and" gentle manners, and of a feeling and benevolent heart :

she lived tenderly beloved, and died deeply lamented, by her relatives and

numerous connections.

Lately, after a lingering and painful illness, at her house, in Charles-street,

Berkeley square, the Hon. Mrs. Leveson Gower, widow of the late Admiral

Leveson Gower, and sister of Lord Viscount Falmouth.

At the house of Captain Watson, near Exeter, Mrs. Burgess, a widow lady,
mother of the late Captain Burgess, of the Royal Navy, who was sJain on board

the Ardent, in the glorious vi&ory obtained over the Dutch fleet by Admiral
Lord Duncan.

pn the a~th instant, at Portsmouth, Mrs. Pickmore, Lady of Captain Pkk-
more, of the Royai Navy.

Miss Martha Laugharne, daughter of Captain John Laugharne, of the Navy.

On the zSth, at his apartments in the Admiralty, Mr. Thomas Sandford,

naor years a faithful servant of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OF

SIR JAMES SAUMAREZ, BART.
REAR-ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE.

Per Mare, per Saxa, pfr Ignes.

Oh ! tell me why (some prophet that is wise],

Heaven took such care,

To make this Hero every thing that's rare,

Dear to the heart, desirous to the eyes.

Why do all good men bless him as he goes ?

Why at his presence shrink his foes ?

Why do the brave all strive his honour to defend ?

Why through the world is he distinguished most

By titles, which but few can boast,

A most j us* master, and a faithful friend ? O Tw AY

* INHERE is no circumstance the generous mind dwells on

with more complacency than that of a brave man, who,

contending with difficulties apparently insurmountable,

finds a resource in his own courage and perseverance, which,

increasing with the danger that surrounds him, rises superior

to all obstacles, and finally renders the very inequality of

force that threatened his destruction, only an honourable

addition to his triumph and exultation.

The illustrious character who is the subject of our present

memoir, is descended from a very ancient and respedtable

family, which followed the fortunes of William the Con-

queror from Normandy into England, and finally settled in

the island of Guernsey.

The original family name is De Sausmarez, and con-

tinues to be used by the eldest branch of the family; the

uncles of Sir James, however, who were both naval men,
with a view to anglify their name* left off the De and the s*

which example was followed by Sir James's father, and py
all his children*

Sir James Saumarez was born in Guernsey in the y^ar

1757, and commenced his honourable career as Mid$hip-
man in the year 1770, on board his Majesty's ship Mon-
treal, under the command of the -late Captain Alms*j
he remained on the Mediterranean station until the year

' forCaptain Aim*' Memoirs, gee vot. u. page 549.

tl, VI. a
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1775, on board the Winchelsea and Levant frigates, undef

the several commands of the late Admirals Goodall and

Thompson. On his return to England, having passed his

examination for Lieutenant, and being extremely anxious

to get on a&ive service, he was fortunate in obtaining
an appointment on board the Bristol> of 50 guns, bearing

the broad pendant of Sir Peter Parker, the present respectable

father of the British Navy. The squadron under the com-

mand of Sir Peter, after encountering most severe gales of

wind, finally arrived off Charleston, in South Carolina, the

capture of which from the hands of the rebels formed the

first objecl: of the expedition. After passing the bar, it ap-

peared necessary to silence and take possession of Fort

Jyullivan, a fortress which, being considered the key of the

harbour, was constructed with great skill : the works were

intirely formed of the cabbage tree ; a wood peculiarly caI T

culated by its porous and elastic quality to resist the effcfts

of shot, and not being liable to splinter, the troops in the

batteries were secured from what is generally deemed in a

fortification one of the principal means of destruction. The
2?th of June 1776, at eight A. M. the squadron began the

attack by a furious and incessant cannonade, which con-

tinued with little intermission until nine o'clock at night ;

never did British valour shine more conspicuously> nor

did our marine, in an engagement of the same nature with

any foreign enemy, experience so rude an encounter. The

spring of the Bristol's cable being cut by the shot, she lay

for some time exposed in such a manner to the enemy's fire

as to be most dreadfully raked. The brave Captain Morris,

after receiving a number of wounds, with a noble constancy

disdained to quit his duty> until his arm being shot off, he

was carried away in a condition which did not afford the

possibility of recovery ; it is said that the quarter-deck of

the Bristol was at one time cleared of every person but the

Commodore, who stood alone a spectacle of intrepidity and

firmness which have seldom been equalled, never exceeded.

The loss sustained by the, squadron in general and by the
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Bristol in particular, in an aftion unexampled in point of

duration, was very great, she had 1 1 1 men killed and

wounded, including the gallant Captain Morris, and several

of the Officers. During the course of this severe conflict Mr.

Saumarez had a narrow escape ; at the moment he was

pointing a lower decker of which he had the command, a

Jarge shot from the fort entered the port- hole, struck t>e

gun, and killed and wounded seven men who were stationed

at it. Mr. Saumarez*s conduct during the whole of this

obstinate contest was deemed so highly meritorious, that the

Commodore expressed his approbation of it in the warmest

terms, and the day after the battle promoted him to the rank

of Lieutenant.

As there existed no probability that any active service

would be required for the large ships, Sir Peter gave Lieu-

tenant Saumarez the command of the Spitfire, an armed

galley, and ordered him to cruise on the American coast,

and to assist in clearing it of the enemy's privateers. Mr.

Saumarez executed his orders with great zeal and success,

giving early promise of the service his country might expeft

from his courage and abilities ; he particularly distinguished

himself by driving ashore one of the enemy's privateers of

very superior force to the vessel he commanded.

On Sir Peter Parker being appointed to another station,

Lieutenant Saumarez continued under Lord Howe until an

event the most mortifying that could befal a man of his

high spirit, deprived him of any further opportunity of exert-

ing his talents in that part of the world. The galley he

commanded was unfortunately among the number of vessels

which were burnt or destroyed to prevent them from falling

into the enemy's hands, by order of the Officer commanding at

Rhode Island, when the French fleet under Count d'Esiamg
arrived at that port. Lieutenant Saumarez, with the other

Officers whose ships were burnt, came passenger to England
on board the Leviathan, and being driven by a strong cur-

. rent too far to the northward, was miraculously preserved



88 BIOffRAI-HrCAL MZM01R3

from shipwreck on the island of Scilly in a heavy gale of

wind, by the sudden dispersion of the fog.

He was not long doomed to a state of inactivity, but

shortly after his return to England was appointed one of

the Lieutenants of the Victory, then bearing Sir Charles

Hardy's flag, and remained on -board that ship in the

Channel Fleet, under different Flag-Officers, till Vice-Ad-

miral Sir Hyde Parker was appointed to the command of a

squadron in the North Seas, who shifted his flag from

the Victory to the Fortitude. Lord Sandwich, at that

time Fust Lord of the Admiralty, was very solicitous that

Officers of his own choosing should be appointed to the flag-

ship, but the old veteran insisted that the Lieutenants of th

Victory, whom he knew, and knew to be as brave as they were

intelligent, should be removed with him into the Fortitude.

The late Captain Waghorne, whose experience and know-

ledge of the service was well known, retained the ap-

pointment of first of the Fortitude, and Mr. Saumarez that

of second.

The fleet under the command of Sir Hyde Parker, which

immediately proceeded to the North Sea, was particularly

destined to observe the motions of the Dutch, and prevent

the sailing of a most valuable convoy bound to the Baltic.

The Hollanders, under the command of Admiral Zoutman,

came boldly out to protect their trade, and there ensued a

most obstinate and sanguinary contest.

The commencement of the battle of the Dogger Bank

\vas remarkable for the cool intrepidity with which the

Dutch waited for their opponents. Laying to without

firing a shot until the English ships had taken their

stations, when the signal for engaging was hoisted nearly

at the same instant by both Admirals. The action was long

disputed, but at length victory crowned the persevering

efforts of our gallant countrymen, and the Dutch were com-

pelled to retire into the Texel with the loss of one ship of the

line sunk, and to relinquish the great object of the battle, the

sailing of their Baltic iicet j and the commerce ofAmsterdam



received a check which it did not recover during the whole

of the war. Among the Officers who fell on this memorabla

day, was Captain M'Cartney, who commanded the Princess

Amelia ; he was killed after having distinguished himself in

a most conspicuous manner, by covering the Fortitude from,

the iire of three of the enemy's ships by which she was

assailed ; Lieutenant Waghorne was appointed acting into

the ship vacant by his death ; and Captain (now Admiral)

Graeme having lost an arm, Lieutenant Saumarez was

nominated to the Preston, and after seeing her safely into

port, his meritorious services in the late action were rewarded

by promotion to the rank of Master and Commander, and

an immediate appointment to the Tisiphone, a new tireship.

On the arrival of the fleet at the Nore the King, ever

desirous of bestowing marks of approbation on his brave

seamen, and highly gratified by the intrepidity they had

recently displayed, determined to honour the squadron with

a visit. After paying a just tribute of applause to the con-

duel of the Admiral, he desired the commanding Officers of

the different ships might be presented to him ; when Lieu-

tenant Saumarez (who was then acting Captain on board the

Preston), was introduced, the King immediately asked the

Admiral, u Is he a relation of the Saumarez who was round

the world with Lord Anson ;" Yes, please your Majesty,"

the Admiral replied,
" he is their nephew, and as brave and

as good an Officer as either of his uncles *.

*
Captain Phillip and Captain Thomas Santnarez, the two Officers alluded to,

were in the expedition to the South Peas, under the orders of Lord Anson ; the

former was made Captain of the Galleon, and afterward commanded the Notting-

ham, of 60 guns, subsequent to which he captured the Mart, of 64 guns, in a sin-

gle adlion ; he distinguished himself in every service on which he was employed,
and was reported one of the best Officers in his Majesty's Navy ; he gloriously

but unfortunately was slain in the memorable engagement of Lord Hawke, sec

inscription on his monument, vol. iii. page 430. Captain Thomas Saumarez was

nominated Commander of the Antelope, of 50 guns, and was stationed at

Bristol, when information was conveyed to him that a French sixty-four was in

the Bristol Channel, he immediately slipped hi* cable aad went in quest of her;

the ensuing morning both ships met, the French ship bore down on the Antelope,
and on receiving a few shot struck htr colours, and proved to be the Belliqueur,

of 64 guns. It seems that she was one of the ships that had made thcir_ escape from
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In the month of December following, Captain Sairmarez

sailed with a detachment of the Channel Fleet, consisting of

twelve sari of the line, under the orders of Admiral Kempen-
felt. This cruise afforded our young Captain an early op-

portunity of displaying his zeal and activity ;
the Trsiphone

being the look-out ship of the squadron, Captain Saumarez

was the first who discovered at dawn of day the enemy,

consisting of nineteen sail ofthe line, convoying a number of

transports, with troops on board bound to the West Indies, the

whole under the command ofthe Count De Guichen
-, Captain

Saumarez immediately made the signal for an enemy, and

crowded all sail towards them. Admiral Kempenfelt, who

possessed skill to discriminate, and promptitude to take ad-

vantage of those moments on which the fate of battles

depends, undismayed by the great superiority of the enemy*
determined to profit by a fault in their order of sailing, and

attack the convoy. The French fleet, that was sailing large,

had left aconsiderable interval between the line ofbattle ships,

which were the headmost, and the body of the convoy. The

English Fleet, when the day broke, was nearly on the beam

of the enemy, Admiral Kempenfelr, with a decision that did

him the highest honour, lost not an instant in improving

the advantage of his situation, but pushed for the opening
tliat was left between the convoy and the greater number of

the line of battle ships. This bold manoeuvre was crowned

with the success it deserved; for, notwithstanding the

transports crowded all possible sail to join their convoyy
and were nearly within gun-shot when the British fleet

closed with them, upwards of twenty were captured.

The meritorious exertions of Captain Saumarez on this

critical service were so .highly approved of by the Admiral,

Quebec, and 'had got into the Bristol Channel through mutate. \Vhentke

French Captain came on board tb Antelope, he exclaimed that he had been

driven in that situation by stress of weather, and hoped the loyalty of rhe J'.ngHsh

Captain would either furnNh him with the mean* of ^ettirjg out or f returning

on board his ship, in order to flghr the Antelope. Captain batmarcz, howevtr,

deemed it mpre proper to return to Er;tol with hit prize*
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that he offered either to promote him into one of the prizes*

which mounted thirty guus, or send him with an account of

their success to Sir Samuel Hood, then commanding in the

West Indies, whom it was also necessary to apprite of th

accession of strength that the enemy were likely to receive hi

that quarter. The aftive mind of Captain Saumares did not

hesitate in preferring the West Indies, which he Concluded

would most probably be in a short time the scene of im-

portant events.

He left the squadron with dispatches, and after encounter-

ing a succession of adverse gales, at midnight, in the

latitude of Bermudas, he fell in with two large frigates (the

same they had previously encountered), and was close

on board before he perceived them. Captain Saumarez

cleared himself from this perilous situation by one of those

instances of presence of mind that often extricate men of

superior abilities from difficulties, which would be fatal to

those of more limited capacities ; be immediately made a

number of night signals, and continuing to burn false fires,

succeeded in persuading the enemy that he was the advanced

ship of an adverse squadron. Although this had the desired

effect of increasing his distance from thrm, the moment it

v:as day- light they gave chase, and continued the pursuit

until two P. M. whea the enemy, fearful of being carried too

faj to ieeward, hauled their wind ; half an hour after this, a

wljite squall passed over the Tisiphone and carried away her

fore -top-mast*; the enemy were, however, at too great a

It is interesting to observe, that at this .time the ship was going twelve

inott, Mr. Robb.-a Midshipman, was at the foretop'gallant mast-head looking
out for land ; he fell with the niaet, entangled with the rigging and sails, upon
tte forecastle, without receiving the least injury ;

this worthy young man, who
\Vas An tleve of Captain Sauraarez's, followed him to the 'end of that war, and

embarked with him at the beginning of the present on board of the Crescent,
until he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant after the capture of the

Reunion ;
he was afterwards appointed First Lieutenant of the Leopard, and

was the. senior Officer on board during the mutiny at the Nore. Lieutenant

Robb had long formed the resolution of rescuing the ship with a loyal band
tktt was still on board; he bad the hon'our of being the first who recgvered a

hip from the hands of the mutineers, of'cutting her cable, and of earring her

4ate Sheerncw. The fatigue and anxiety both of body and of mind, to
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distance to take advantage of this circumstance. Captain,

Saumarez joined that distinguished Officer Sir Samuel Hood,
at St. Christophers, shortly after the brilliant manoeuvre

which obliged the Count De Grasse to quit that roadstead.

Sir Samuel Hood, than whom no man was a better judge

of naval merit, shortly gave an instance of the high estima-

tion in which he held Captain Saumarez*s abilities, by ap-

pointing him to the command of the Russel, of 74 guns ; he

was at that time only twenty-four years of age. In the

memorable battle of the I2th of April, 1782, which soon

after ensued, the Russel was in the van division, under the

command of Admiral Drake, and bore a distinguished share

in contributing to the glorious victory gained on that day.

Captain SaumareZ, on this as on every other occasion, gave

proofs of the utmost coolness and intrepidity ; after engaging

the whole of the enemy's line in succession, the Russel

reluctantly left them, laying a top-sail to the mast, and keep-

Ing up a heavy fire on the rear ships to the last moment her

station allowed.

The van then tacked in order to renew the action, but the

face of the battle was changed shortly after this, by the

enemy's line being broken near their centre : they were

endeavouring to form to leeward ; how gallantly their pur-

pose was prevented, and the glory of the day completed by
the rear division under Sir Samuel Hood, is well known *.

At one period after the French line had been thrown into dis-

order, the Russel was separated from the body of the English

fleet by a number of the enemy's ships ; disdaining to make

any detour to avoid their fire, Captain Saumarez bore down,

and was warmly engaged with them for some time ; shortly

before the Ville de Paris struck, the Russel gave her two

raking broadsides. Count De Grasse acknowledged to

he was exposed during the mutiny, and afterwards as prosecutor in the trial of

the mutineers, exhausted a constitution always delicate and weak, and he died

on tlie day, that patron of merit, Earl Spencer, the late First Lord of the Ad-

miralty, rewarded his services by promoting him to the rank of Matter an4

Commander.

Vide vol. i. page 390,
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Captain Saumarez some days after the alion, that he suffered

Very severely by his fire. At the close of this well-contested

day, the gallant Commander of the Russel was in chase of

a crippled ship, a 74* that was making off Under a Crowd of

sail, and would have been engaged in twenty, minutes, had

not his vi&orious career been checked by a signal for the

fleet to bring to, the Commander in Chief judging it pru-

dent to secure" the ships that were the trophies of so hard-

earned a victory. : v-,.>*.v

Whatever reluctance Captain Saumarez might feel in

relinquishing the opportunity of adding another laurel to

those he had gained on this arduous day, a sense of duty

prevented a moment's hesitation ; the Russel, however,

who by her station in the line was one of the first in

action, .so from the zeal of her Commander she was one

t>f -the last that hove to *. On the arrival of the fleet at

Jamaica, the Russel was found to be in so disabled a state

that Sir George Rodney intended to send her home with the

Ville de Paris, and the other prizes, and the arrangements

were made accordingly.

Sir P^ter Parker, who had held the command on the

Jamaica istation, sailed for England with a convoy about thfs

time ; after having been at sea three days, the Ajax, one of

the ships under his command, sprung a leak and returned to

Port Royal, where being found unequal to the prosecution

of the voyage, the Russel was ordered to follow the fleet in

her stead j it was owing to this providential circumstance

that she probably escaped the melancholy fate which afterwards

. befel many of the ships that belonged to the unfortunate fleet

* As it is ever gratifying to the public mind to record the heroic aJts of our

gailant men, the following fact may serve to show with what patience and

perseverance they endure the sufferings to which they ate exposed : In the early

part of the a&ion, the captain of the main-top received a shot that carried off

one of his arms; instead of requesting the assistance of his companions to take

him beiow, he insisted that they should continue at their stations, and let him-

clf down with his remaining arm by one of the backstays ; and after having

undergone the operatien of amputation, he again insisted on going upon deck,

he remained encouraging the men till the termination of the action.

mi vi, e
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that accompanied the Ville de Paris. The Russel brought
home a great number both of Officers and men belonging to

the captured ships. The termination of the war which

ensued foon after his return to Europe, enabled Captain Sau-

marez to follow the natural bent of his disposition,
" to

do good and to distribute ;" as his piety was sincere and

unaffected, it induced him to take a leading part in establish-

ing Sunday schools, and setting in his own person a striking

example of a religious life.

It was during this interval of peace that he allowed him-

self to indulge the finer feelings of his mind, and to cherisli

an attachment he had long formed. In 1788, he married

Miss Martha Le Marchant, (the daughter and only child of

Thomas Le Marchant, Esq. by a marriage with Miss Mary
Dobree, two of the most ancient and respectable families in

the island of Guernsey,) of whom we can truly say, that

those who know her best will readiest acknowledge that

her merit is,

"
Something than beauty dearer, should they look,

Or on the mir.d, or mind-illumined face,

Truth, goodness, honour, harmony, and love,

The richest bounty of indulgent heaven.

Meantime a smiling offspring rises round,

And mingles both their graces." THOMSOK.

By this lady Sir James has one son, who is now at Harrow

school, and four daughters.

Being always attentive to every circumstance that con-

cerned the duties of his profession, an event occurred that

peculiarly interested him. Although this was a period of pro-
found peace, the ambition of France was constantly awake

; it

had long been an object of the French Government, to form

a naval port in the British Channel, for the avowed purpose

of annoying our trade in time of war, and disputing with us

the dominion of the British sea; no labour, however arduous,

no expence, however great, could check this favourite design.

The port of Cherbourg was fixed on as the most convenient

situation, being immediately opposite our great naval arsenal^
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and the late unfortunate Louis XVI. determined to stimulate

the undertaking by his presence, when the first cone was to

be submerged.
The assemblage of the French Court opposite our coast

naturally attracted a number of our countrymen ; Captain

Saumarez went also, induced probably by a wish to examine

the nautical projects of our rivals, to counteract which

would eventually become his duty on a future occasion*

He had the honour of being presented to that unfortunate

Monarch, and was treated with every mark of distinction by
his Courtiers. On the appearance of hostilities in the year

1787, Captain Saumarez immediately quitted his domestic en-

joyments, and was appointed by Lord Howe to the command

of the Ambuscade frigate. The Spanish armament in the

year 1790, again roused him from an unwished state of

inactivity, and he was ordered to commission the Raisonable,

of 64 guns; this dispute being adjusted, the ships were dis-

mantled, and Captain Saumarez remained unemployed until

the commencement of the present eventful war, when he

hoisted his pendant on board the Crescent frigate, of 36

guns in January 1793.
It must have been highly gratifying to his feelings to find

that one half of the crew was composed of his fellow

islanders, who volunteered to sail with him. After being

employed on various services, on the soth of October

1 793> ne sailed from Spithead on a cruise, and having pre-

viously received information that there were two frigates

stationed at Cherbourg, which had made several valuable

captures, one of which used to sail in the evening across the

Channel, and return into port in the morning, Captain
Saumarez determined to run close in with the land before

day-light, with a view of cutting her off"; the plan succeeded ;

at dawn of the ensuing morning, being close to Cape Bat-

fleur light-house, he descried the Reunion French frigate,, of

36 guns and 320 men, accompanied by a cutter, of 16 guns;

the Crescent was on the larboard tack with the wind off

shore, and immediately edged down on the enemy, and in a
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short time brought her to close aftion ; both ships were soort

much cut up in .their sails and rigging. The Crescent had her

foretop-sail yard and afterward her foretop-mast shot away,but

comingsuddenly round on the opposite tack,with the helm hard

a-starboard,she was enabled to bring herlarboard guns to bear;

Capt,Saumarez,with his usual promptitude on trying occasions,

seized the opportunity that offered of raking the enemy, who
soon became totally unmanageable, and was forced to strike

his colours, in sight of multitudes of his countrymen, by
whom the adjacent coast was covered. The other of the

enemy's frigates in Cherbourg attempted to come out for tho

purpose of rescuing her consort, but a failure of wind, and the

contrary tide, caused such delay that the Reunion was captured

before she could receive any succour ; the other ship there-

fore returned into port, not daring to risk an engagement
with her victorious although crippled foe. We must refer

the reader to Captain Saumarez's statement of the aftion *,

which at that period was supposed to be one of the most

extraordinary thr.t had ever occurred, but our naval achieve-

ments in these latter days have been so astonishing, that it

has ceased to be wonderful. The Reunion lost 120 men

killed and wounded ; the Crescent had not a single man hurt.

During the aftion the top-sails of another frigate were

seen to the eastward, rising above the horizon, and which

was supposed by all the Officers on board the Crescent to

be one of the enemy's ships, every nerve was therefore strained

to get her in a fit condition to repel a new attack. The ship

in sight proved to be the Circe, Captain Yorke, who, having

heard the cannonade, made all possible efforts to share in

the credit of the day, but owing to the calmness of the

weather only joined four hours after the enemy had struck.

Captain Saumarez received the honour of knighthood on

this occasion, and was presented with ail elegant piece of

plate by the merchants of London f-

See London Gazette, Odober 1793.

t Lieutenant Parker, First of the Crescent, was pron-witd on this occasion J4

the rank of Ma*.ur and Commander,



Of SIR JAMES 8AVMARE2, BART. 97

When the Crescent was refitted, she sailed on a cruise in

the Bay, with the Hind, Hon. Captain Cochrane, during

which he took two of the enemy's privateers.

Sir James was afterwards attached to the squadron under

the orders of Admiral M'Bride, forming a part of the expe-

dition with Lord Moira, having for its objeft the assistance

ofthe Royalists on the neighbouring coast, and finally brought

his Lordship to Spithead, and the fleet of transports under

his convoy, after the expedition had been abandoned.

On the 8th of June 1794, being ordered by the Admiral

to proceed from Plymouth to Jersey, having under his

command the Druid, of 36 guns, Captain Ellison, and

Eurydice, of 20 guns, Captain Cote, at dawn of day, when

about mid-channel over, they fell in with a squadron of the

enemy's ships, more than treble their force, viz. the Scasvola

and Brutus line of battle ships, with their quarter-decks cut

down, carrying fifty-four guns on two decks, two frigates of

thirty-six guns, the Danae and Felicite, besides a corvette and

a brig ; they were soon discovered to be enemies by the fire

one of the ships opened on a lugger commanded by Lieu-

tenant Barker, who was ordered to reconnoitre. Seeing the

vast superiority of the enemy Sir James immediately ordered

the Eurydice (a heavy sailer), to make all possible expedition

for Guernsey, whilst he himself in the Crescent and Druid

followed under easy sail, keeping the enemy at bay. After

allowing the Eurydice to get well ahead, the Crescent and

Druid made sail, and joined her when she had approached
near the shore off the back of Guernsey. At this critical

period the whole of the enemy's squadron were crowding

sail with the apparent intention of cutting off the Druid

and Eurydice, when Sir James extricated the squadron
from their perilous situation by a bold and masterly

manoeuvre
; he hauled his wind and stood along the French

line, in order to, draw their attention from the two other

ships, making at the same time the signal for them to

continue their course to the southward ; the design an*

swered his expectations, the enemy pursued the Crescent
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which they made sure of capturing, but by the assistance

of an old and experienced Guernsey pilot, she was enabled

to get through an intricate passage never before attempted

by King's ships, and came round to the anchorage by
the northward of the island, leaving the enemy discon-

certed and disappointed at having been entrapped in the snare.

It is worthy of remark, that notwithstanding our ships

sustained the collected force of the enemy's fire for upwards
of two hours, some damage in the rigging and sails was the only

injury they received. Although this retreat may be forgotten.

amid those brilliant achievements which we have since

beheld, it has been considered by the best judges of nautical

affairs, as highly creditable to the Commander of the squadron, .

and to the Officers concerned.

The steady and officerlike conduct of Captains Ellison'

and Cole were conspicuous on this trying occasion. How
highly the exertions of Sir James and the squadron was

apprctiated by those who were spectators of their skilful

manoeuvre from the shore, will be evident from the follow-

ing copy of the general order issued by Governor Small,

then commanding at Guernsey :

SIR, Head-quarters, gtb June, 1794.
THE Lieutenant- Governor has directed me to transmit you the

following extract of this day's orders.

I have the honour to be, Sir*

Your very obedient Servant,.

R. CAMPBELL,
Brigade Major,

Parole Saumarez . Countersign C r escent .

THE Lieutenant-Governor of Guernsey cannot (without doing

injustice to his own feelings) help taking notice thus publickly of the

gallant and distinguished condnft of Sir James Saumarez., wkh the

Officers and men of his Majesty's ships Crescent, Druid, and Eury-

dice, under his command, in the very unequal conflift of yesterday,

where their consummate professional skill and masterly manoeuvres,

demonstrated with brilliant effect th superiority of Briti-.h seamanship
and bravery, by repelling and frustrating the views of a squadron of

*he enemy at least treble their, force and weight of metal. This cheer-

ing instance of spirit and prr?everanee ;r. a most respeftable detach-
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ment of our Royal Navy, could not fail of presenting an animating
and pleasing example to his Majesty's land forces, both of the line and

island troops, who were anxious spectators, and beheld with admira-

tion the active conduct of their brave countrymen. To the loyal

inhabitants of Guernsey it afforded cause of real exultation, to witness

the manly and exertive conduct of an Officer whom this flourishing

island has to boast he is a native of.

Sir James Saumarcz, &c.

In the month of February following Admiral Waldegrave>
now Lord Radstock, having been appointed to a seledt

squadron destined on a favourite cruise, expressed a wish that

Sir James should take the command of the Marlborougli
whilst the Orion, to which he had been appointed, was

getting ready to receive him ; after a long and unsuccess-

ful cruise the squadron returned into port, and Sir James
took the command of the Orion, of 74 guns ; he sailed within

two days after his arrival, that ship forming a part of the

Channel Fleet, under the orders of Lord Bridport. On the

23d of June the fleet fell in with the enemy. The Com-
mander of the Orion gave proof of his usual intrepidity and

abilities on this occasion, for that ship from being one of

the sternmost when the chase began, was one of the first in

a&ion. The French had three of their ships taken in this

affair, namely, the Tigre, of 84 guns, the Formidable and

Alexander, of 74 guns each, .the remainder effected their

escape under the protection of the batteries of portL'Orient*-

Immediately as the Orion had refitted the injury which she

sustained in the late aclion, she returned to her station off

the French coast, and Sir James was soon after detached,

accompanied by two frigates, to cruise off 'Rochfort; he

remained on that dangerous coast for six months, during
the most tempestuous weather j the re-capture of two Jamaica

ships were the only fruits they gathered for their toil. Ad-
miral Harvey, who had the command ofthe fleet in Quiberon

Bay, ordered Sir James to return home with a large fleet of

The promotion of Lieutenants to the rank of Master and Commander was
limited to the ships engaged. Lieutenant Otter, First of the Orion, gothi* t;unk.
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transports under his convoy. The Orion was so much
strained during her last cruise, besides having sprung her

lower masts, that it became absolutely necessary for her to

go into dock *.

The period was fast approaching which was to add fresh

laurels to Sir James's brow. On the Orion being repaired,

she was fitted out for foreign service, and sailed under the

orders ofLord Bridport for the blockade of Brest, the French

ileetat that time being known to be in readiness. for a secret

expedition, supposed the invasion of Ireland.

After an unsuccessful search for the enemy, Sir James lit

the Orion formed one of five sail of the line, which were

detached under the orders of Rear-Admiral Sir William

Parker, to Sir John Jervis, at that time cruising ofF Cape St.

Vincent. This well-timed reinforcement enabled that great

man, who had the command, not only to keep his station,

but to seek for the Spanish iieet, known to be at sea with

near double his force ; five days after the junction of the

two squadrons had been efFcfted, the memorable victory of

the .I4th of February ensued.

It would be unnecessary to expatiate on the glory of a

day in which the superiorsk.il! and bravery of Britons shone

so conspicuously (and that will ever transmit to posterity

the names of all engaged in it with fame and honour), were

it not to mention some circumstances in which Sir James
Saumarez was particularly concerned. The Orion was one

of the six ships that attacked the body of the enemy's fleet,

and at length got alongside the Salvador del Mundo, of 1 12

guns, which ship, after engaging singly within pistol-shot for

upwards of an hour, she compelled to strike. Sir James im-

mediately ordered a boat to be lowered from the stern, and

sent his First Lieutenant Luce to take possession f, making

Lieutenant Dobree, First Lieutenant of the Orion, an able and experienced

Officer, was promoted to the rank of Master and Commander.

f The mind shrinks with horror in relating the accumulated sufferings which

the wounded on board that ship endured. There were no less than fifty-two

laying on the decks with wounds that required amputation ; the Spanish

surgeon, after dressing the wounded below, came upon deck and began the
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Jail to join in the attack of the Santissima Trinidada, of

130 guns, at. this time engaged with several of our fleet, to

which she finally struck *. The approach of night rendering

it necessary to pay attention to the prizes already in our

possession, the signal was made to discontinue, the action.

On the return of the fleet to Lisbon, for the purpose of

repairing the damage sustained in this arduous combat, Sir

James was Ordered to cruise off Cape St. Vincent, under the

command of that distinguished Officer Commodore Nelson ;

the squadron was soon after joined by the whole fleet, and

proceeded to the blockade of Cadiz.

Nothing can more strongly indicate the high opinion Lord

St. Vincent had already formed of Sir James's abilities, than

the confidence he reposed in him ; during the absence of Sir

Horatio Nelson, Sir James Saumarez was entrusted with the

command of the inner squadron, consisting of five sail of the

line that were anchored within a short distance from the har-

bour's mouth, to watch the motions of and annoy the

enemy. It was owing to signals fiom the Orion, that Captain

Martin, of the Irresistible (one of Sir James's squadron),
was led to pursue and capture the Nimfa and Elena, two

Spanish frigates, of 36 guns each. During the winter

months the body of the fleet returned to Lisbon, and Sir

W. Parker, with a squadron of seven sail of the line, of

which the Orion was one, remained to continue the blockade.

tutchery ;
after having separated the limb, he omitted to tie up the arteries.

Bleeding immediately returned as soon as the circulation was restored, and in a

few minutes every one of the vidtims bled to death. Such was the indignation

the English sailors felt towards the Spanish surgeon, that it required some

efforts of their Officers to prevent them from throwing him overboard. He
was however stopped in his bloody career.

* The surrender of the Santissima Trinidada has been a facl questioned even

by some Officers serving in the English fleet, although she not only had struck

her own flag, but afterwards hoisted an English jack over the Spanish colours.

A Spanish Officer who was on board during the a&ion, and who fell into Sir

James's hands soon after, acknowledged the fad, not however before al! further

defence was fruitless; the ship being a perfeft wreck, and having sustained an
immense loss of men. Lieutenant Luce was one of the Officers preferred on thi

ccasion to the rank of Master and Commander,

. VI. 9
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On the I4th of February, the anniversary of the enemy'*
defeat and disgrace, they came out of Cadiz, with twenty*
seven sail of the line, and chased the squadron, which

retired with the hope of drawing the Spanish fleet to a

distance from their own ports ; they ventured to the length

of Cape St. Mary, but knowing and dreading the alacrity

with which they would be followed by the Commander in

Chief, they hurried back to Cadiz, and arrived only a few

hours before the gallant Earl made his appearance off that

harbour*.

On the 30th of April 1798, Sir James was detached, to-

gether with the Alexander, Captain Ball, the Emerald and

Terpsichore frigates, and La Bonne Citoyen sloop, under

the commar.d of Sir Horatio Nelson, in the Vanguard, for

the purpose of watching the Egyptian expedition then fitting

out a Toulon. It is unnecessary at this time to detail the

proceedings of the squadron, which, under the command of

the gallant Horatio, added such lustre to the naval annals of

Great Britain, or repeat the various disappointments which

It was during the ensuing summer that the evil spirit of mutiny, which had

raged with such violence in our fleets at home, began to extend itself to that

which was cruising off the Spanish coast, although confined to a few ships only
of his Lordship's fleet. The Orion escaped it altogether, owing to the subor-

dination of her crew and the attachment which they felt for their worthy Com-

mander, with whom the greatest part had served from the commencement of

the war ; it was from a knowledge of that loyalty of spirit in which he con-

fided, that he consented to receive, in hopes to reform, one of the worst of the

mutineers, a most excellent and intrepid seaman and ship-carpenter, who was to

be tried for his life." The seasonable admonition of Sir James, and his paternal

attention to the man's feelings, plainly worked so thorough a change, that from

the most obdurate of rebels, he became one of the most Joyal of his sailors. A
few days after he got on board, the signal was made for the boats of each ship

to be manned and armed to witness the execution of four mutineers on board

one of the mutinous s-liips. This was the last effort employed to work a full

conversion in this man. Sir James sent for him into his cabin, and after ex-

postulating with him on the heinousness of the crime which it was notoriously

known he had committed, he assured him that he would save him the anguish

he must endure of beholding his companions in guilt suffer for a crime of which

he had been guilty, and perhaps the cause. This exhortation had the desired

*ffe6l, his rebellious spirit was subdued, he fell upon his knees, bathed in tears,

expressing the stron^en protestations of loyalty to his King, and of attachment
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were experienced in the anxious and fruitless search, until

the memorable period arrived when that able Officer Captain

Hood, of the Zealous, discovered the enemy at an anchor

in the Bay of Aboukir. Of a battle so decisive and glorious

to this country in general, and to the brave men in parti-

cular by whom it was gained, there remains little to be said

in addition to what has already been so often and so ably

recounted. The Orion was the third ship that anchored in

shore of the enemy's line, bringing up between the Peuple

Souverain and Serieuse French frigate, of 36 guns, the latter

of which she sunk by a single broadside j the crew were for-

tunate enough to save themselves on the poop, and part of the

wreck which remained above water. It required all the

energy of a great mind to defeat the various means of offence

employed by the enemy during this obstinate contest ; in the

heat of the action the Orion was greatly endangered by a

fire-raft that drifted from one of the headmost of the French

ships, and came close to her bows. Sir James ordered

large pigs of ballast to be got up, and yard-ropes reeved

and bent to them, ready to sink the boat in which the com-
bustible materials were laid *.

After the aftion had continued a considerable time, a

large splinter, impelled with the greatest violence, after mor-

tally wounding Mr. Miles (one of Sir James's aide-de-camps),

wounded Sir James himself very severely on the side ; it i

in situations such as these that the mutual attachment both

of Officers and of men are best appretiated. Their brave

to his humane Commander. The man was true to his word, his exertions were
commensurate to his promises; he was captain of a gun at the Battle of the

Nile, that soon after ensued, at which he greatly distinguished himself, and was

very instrumental after the a&ion in preserving the Peuple Souverain from

foundering ; from his intrepidity as a seaman and ability as a carpenter, he was

slung for several days over the side, employed in watching the rolls of the ship,
and stopping the shot-holes under water.

* This fire-raft proved to be the Guerrier's launch filled with all sorts of com-

bustibles on fire, and which they drifted away ; the enemy, with a view of

extenuating their conduct for the unworthy means employed, pretended that

_k was a matter of accident not of deeigu.
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Commander refused the earnest solicitations of his Officers

to be taken down, and he remained upon deck until the

termination of the aftion.

As soon as the battle ceased in the van by the capture of

the enemy's ships, Sir James, who was the senior Captain
in the fleet, ordered Lieutenant Barker on board the Admiral

for the purpose of enquiring after his safety, and of receiving

his further instructions. He shortly returned with the

melancholy detail that Sir Horatio was very severely wounded

in the head. At this period several ships of the British

squadron were still warmly engaged with the centre and

part of the rear of the enemy's fleet. Sir James, therefore,

sent a boat to such of the ships as were in a condition

to slip their cables and assist their gallant companions.
These orders were immediately put in execution by that

distinguished Officer Captain Millar, of the Theseus, and

by the ships in a state to get under weigh, Sir James at

the same time using every exertion to get the Orion under

sail. The attempt was indeed ineffectual, by the wreck

of the L'Orient, which lay close to the starboard quarter of

the Orion, and which it was impossible to clear had the

cable been cut or slipped *.

Such was the state of things at day- light, when Sir James
received the glad tidings that the Admiral's wowid was not

so severe as was at first supposed, and he had the farther

happiness of beholding the Vanguard make the necessary

signals to the fleet. "When the ships were in a condition to

bear the sea, the Admiral gave directions to Sir James to

proceed to Gibraltar with the prizes, and the ships of our

fleet that had most severely suffered.

* At the time the L'Orient blew up the Orion was considerably endangered

by the explosion. Nineteen of her crew swam on board the Orion, and were

received by the men with the utmost compassion and tenderness; and impelled

by a generous impulse, natural and perhaps peculiar to British seamen, they

stripped themselves and clothed those they had saved. Lieutenant Barker

jyas the Officer that had the honour of being promoted on this memorable

occasion to the rank of Master and Commander.
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The charge of ships after an aftion is an undertaking

always attended with peculiar difficulty and anxiety, as well

from the disabled state they are in, as the few men that can

be spared to refit and work them ; added to this they ex-

perienced a tempestuous passage, in a navigation little known
and seldom frequented by large ships. Sir James Saumarez

acquitted himself on this embarrassing occasion with his

usual prudence and abilities ; he not only conducted his

charge in safety to Gibraltar, but rendered his country an

important service, by furnishing the inhabitants of Malta with

arms and ammunition from the captured ships. The Maltese

had always been averse to the Republicans, and detesting the

treachery by which the island had been delivered up to them,

began to straiten the garrison the instant it was in their power.

Although the service which the Orion was employed on did

not permit her Commander to remain any time at this place,

the seasonable supply which he afforded the islanders, enabled

them to annoy the enemy, and certainly materially contri-

buted to the ultimate reduction of this important fortress.

Shortly after the Orion's arrival at Gibraltar she was

ordered to proceed to Lisbon in her way to Plymouth, where

she arrived the end of November 1798 ; and, being found to

want considerable repair, was paid off the beginning of

January 1799*.

The very severe and incessant fatigue, both of body and of

mind, to which Sir James had been long exposed, rendered

it absolutely necessary that he should have some relaxation

and repose ; this, however, was but of short duration. In

the ensuing month a promotion of Flag-Officers took place,

and the i4th of February, the anniversary of the glorious vic-

tory over the Spanish fleet, was the day seleted for that pur-

pose -,
his Majesty was pleased to confer on him one of the

Colonelcies of marines, as a reward for his many and merito-

rious services, and he was immediately appointed to the Cs?sar,

of 84 guns, one of the finest but hitherto most unfortunate

* The inhabitants of Guernsey, as a mark of attachment and respe, pre-

sented Sir James on his return with a magnificent vase, of considerable value*
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ships In the British service. The Caesar continued attached to

the Channel Fleet under the orders of Lord Bridport, whose

especial object seems to have been the blockade of Brest,

the enemy's fleet at that time being in apparent readi-

ness for sea. In the month of April, the Caesar being the

headmost ship of the fleet, Sir James saw a favourable op-

portunity of reconnoitring the harbour, he therefore made

sail for that purpose ; great then must have been his surprise

to behold at that instant the whole of the enemy in motion ;

part of the fleet was at anchor in the outer, and the remainder

coming out of the inner road. Sir James immediately re-

turned to the Commander in Chief, whom he joined at

ii P. M. and conveyed to him the joyful news. Sir James
was ordered to return, accompanied by two other ships

to watch their motions, and was followed by the whole of

the fleet, by which he was joined the next morning, and then

resumed his station in the line. The escape of the enemy's

fleet in a fog, and their subsequent run up the Mediterra-

nean, and return to Brest, in spite of every effort to intercept

them, are too well known to need repetition.

No event of importance occurred until the month of May
ensuing, when the command devolved on Earl St. Vificent,

and shortly after that period the fleet experienced one of

the severest gales of wind ever remembered in those seas. The
Caesar shipped so considerable a quantity of water as to be

under the necessity of scuttling her lower decks, and the

violence of the storm was such, that the Commander in

Chief was compelled to make the signal for bearing up> and

the fleet steered for Torbay. Immediately as the weather

permitted, the Noble Earl resumed his station off Brest.

Experience having proved how possible it was for the

enemy to effeft their escape, although the British fleet was

cruising ofF Ushaht, Lord St. Vincent determined to adopt

a new system of blockade ; he formed an advanced squadron*

consisting in general of six or seven sail of the line, which was

stationed off the Black Rocks, at the entrance of Brest harbour.

Although this station was supposed to be tenable in the

summer season, it had not entered into the contemplation
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fthe oldest seaman that it could be continued in winter.

The attempt was, however, resolved on, and Sir James
Saumarez sele&ed to proceed on this very arduous and diffi-

cult undertaking. None but professional men can truly

estimate the difficulties that occurred in the execution of this

anxious and perilous service.

An Officer in such a situation may be considered as resid-

ing in a constant field of battle ; surrounded by dangers the

most perilous and imminent, impelled by currents, whose

course can never be anticipated, sailing amidst a multitude of

sunken rocks, exposed to the violence of the storms from the

Western Ocean, on an enemy's coast and a lee shore, with

the whole of their fleet ready and near to take advantage
of any disaster that might arise.

Sir James was on this service with the squadron during
the latter part of the year, having been on this cruise the

long period of seventeen weeks, although the body of the

fleet was repeatedly blown into Torbay during that interval.

Such were the various and eminent services Sir James
had rendered his country, from the period of his first en-

tering the Navy until the latter end of the year 1800, when
he returned in the Caesar from commanding the advanced

squadron off Brest.

His zeal and abilities had always been highly appretiated

by the different Admirals under whom he had served, and

the last duty he performed as a Captain, as it was, perhaps,

the most difficult that had occurred in the course of his

long service ; so was it the most creditable to have succeeded

in the execution of this hazardous enterprize, the command

of the advanced squadron off Brest.

On the ist day of January 1801, a promotion of Flag-

Officers again took place, and Sir James Saumarez received

the flattering compliment of seeing the promotion conclude

with his name ; and had the further honour of immediately

hoisting his flag on board his old ship the Caesar *.

* Lieutenant Henriion, of the Caesar, wai promoted to the rank of Matte/

and Commander.
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As an additional mark of his Majesty's favour he was short!y>

after created a Baronet, and obtained the King's sign

manual to wear the supporters belonging to the arms of his

family, of which he was informed by that illustrious Noble-

man Earl Spencer, at that time First Lord of the Admiralty *.

Captain J. Brenton, an Officer of distinguished merit and

abilities, was appointed Commander of the Caesar, and on
the l8th ofJanuary 1801, having refitted, and completed her

stores, she sailed for Torbay, and shortly after resumed her

station off the Black Rocks, which, from its peculiar terrors,

at that time was commonly known in the. fleet by the name

of Siberia. Sir James continued on this cruise between

;hree and four months, encountering at times some very
severe gales, which he most skilfully succeeded in weathering

by running into Douarnanez, a spacious bay, separated from

Brest harbour by a neck of land not more than four miles

across*

At anchor in this situation Sir James was enabled to ob-.

serve the preparations of the enemy watching a favourable

opportunity to attack him with a superior force ; it required,

therefore, all the vigilance of an a&ive mind to frustrate by

anticipating their design, and at the same time be able to

preserve the station necessary to attend to the motions of the

-French fleet, without risking an aion in a disadvantageous
situation.

Nothing can manifest in a stronger point of view the

unwearied zeal with which Sir James acquitted himself, than

by stating, that no square-rigged vessel of any description

either sailed from or entered into the port of Brest during the

whole time he had the command of that station.

Services such as these could never escape the discernment

of that illustrious Nobleman who presides at the Admiralty-
Board. On Sir James's arrival at Plymouth early in June, he

received the pleasing orders to fit out for foreign service with

all possible expedition, it being the intention of the Ad-
*
Although the arms and supporters of the family have been registered in the

Herald's office since the reign of Charles the Second, no commoner hat a priVi-
>

kgc to wear supporters without a dispensation from ^ic Crowa.
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Jttiralty to give him the command of a detached squadron ;

the Caesar had been upwards of three years out of dock, and

from lately contending with much bad weather, it became

necessary she should undergo some repair ; it was therefore

the I4th of June before Sir James sailed, having under his

orders the Caesar, of 84 guns ; the Pompee, of 80, Captain

Stirling; the Spencer, of 74, Captain Darby; Audacious,

of 74, Captain Peard ; Hannibal, of 74, Captain Ferris ;

the Thames frigate, Paisley brig, and Plymouth lugger.

The squadron proceeded off Cadiz, when it was joined by
the Venerable, Captain Hood, and Superb, Captain Keats.

On the ist of July the close blockade of Cadiz commenced,
a service so well adapted to the vigilance of the Admiral,

On the 5th, at 2 A. M. Lieutenant Janvrin, in a boat

from Gibraltar, brought him intelligence that a French

squadron, consisting of three sail of the line and a frigate,

had arrived from the Mediterranean, and after having made

repeated attempts to push through the Straits, had anchored

off Algeziras. The Admiral immediately bore p with the

squadron, the Superb excepted, she had been direfted to cruise

in the offing, and was at too great a distance to perceive the

night signal that had been made; Captain Keats therefore

Continued on his station ignorant of the cause which had led

the remainder of the squadron away in the mor-jiing.

On the 5th P. M. the squadron passed through the Straits

\v*
,Ji

a fine breeze at W. N. W. which failing in the evening

they did not reach' Gibraltar Bay until the morning of the

6th, when a fresh gale at N. W. sprung up ; at 7 A. M. on

opening Cabareta Point, they had the pleasure to discern the

French squadron laying at some distance from the batteries.

The Bay of Algeziras is defended by various batteries of

heavy guns, placed on an island about a quarter of a mile

from the shore, also by works to the north and south of the

town, the fire from which crossing before the harbour, inter-

sects in front the situation chosen for the French ships,

taking in flank any assailants who might approach them. The

anchorage is also extremely dangerous, the whole harbour
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and island befng surrounded by reefs of sunken rockfr; it had

hitherto been supposed, that had there not been a single mail

of war in that harbour, no hostile ship would have the bold-

ness to approach or expose itself to the dangerous obstructions

which both nature and art had provided for the security of

the place, and of the ships which it contained ; but no danger

can appal or discourage our intrepid tars when the enemy

appears to be within their reach. The squadron therefore

hauled up directly for the French ships. Captain Hood, in

the Venerable, led the line with his usual intrepidity and

good conduct, and passed the batteries and French ships

without returning their fire until he arrived at his station.

The French ships opened their fire at twenty-five minutes

past eight. The squadron were to come up in the following

order as directed by the Admiral : the Venerable to engage
the enemy in passing without coming to an anchor

;
the

Pompee to anchor abreast of the inner ship ; Audacious*

Caesar, Spencer, and Hannibal to anchor abreast of the

enemy's ships and batterks. All this was executed with the

utmost skill and alacrity, as far as the sudden and total

failure of the breeze would allow. Captain Stirling placed

the Pompee with great judgment abreast of the inner ship of

the enemy, bearing the Admiral's flag; and such was the

effect of his fire, that she was nearly silenced, when a

sudden and unfortunate flaw of wind broke the Pompee's
shear, and from that moment she was unable to bring LSie

ef her guns to bear. At half past ten a light breeze sprung

up from the N. W. the Caesar cut her cable, and endeavoured

to close nearer the enemy, followed by the other ships as

directed by signal. Soon after the Hannibal, which had not

yet been in action, and which was laying up in the handsomest

manner possible for the purpose of getting between the

enemy's ships and the shore, unfortunately grounded, im-

mediately opposite to the battery on the north of the town -

v

every effort was made by her brave Commander, Captains

Ferris, to get her off, but without avail ; exposed to th*
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combined fire of the batteries, ships, and a swarm of gun-

boats, it was not until she had been made a perfect wreck,

and sustained a considerable loss of men, until no possibility

existed of. deriving effectual assistance from the squadron,

owing to the calms that again prevailed, although the ships in

the midst of the alion were towed by the boats to close with

the enemy j under these disastrous circumstances, her brave

Commander, after having performed every aft which skill

and courage could ditate, was under the necessity, with the

advice of his Officers, of striking.

At fifty-five minutes past one, after an action which had

lasted upwards of five hours, the squadron withdrew, towed

by the boats, and returned to Gibraltar Bay. The Fre.ich

squadron was composed of the Formidable, Admiral Lmois,

L'Indomptable, of 84 guns, the Desaix, of 74, and a

large frigate, having, in addition to their complement, 3000

troops on board, supposed to be destined to take possession

of the forts at the entrance of the Tagus, and to seize all the

British property. During the adtion they warped their

ships aground, the better to be protected by the multi-

tude of gun-boats with which Algeztras abounds, and by the

batteries ; landing a considerable number of their own troops

to fight them, the remainder were left down below, and

called up occasionally to supply the place of those who had

been disabled and slain. Tne enemy by their own confession

lost in their ships looomen, including two of their Captains,

exclusive of 600 that were acknowledged to have fallen at

the batteries, and eight gun-boats sunk, besides other armed

vessels in the road.

Although this daring attack was not crowned with the

success it merited, the failure is attributable to causes which

no prudence could foresee, or valour control ; no honour

was lost
; and Sir James Saumarez might say to his gallant

companions,

'Tis not in mortals to command success,

But we'll do more, for we'll deserve it.
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Had the enemy's squadron remained in the position they
held at the commencement of the a&ion, there is not a

doubt that every ship would have been taken; much praise

is certainly due to Admiral Liuois for the able manoeuvre of

warping his ships aground during the combat, but it was also

the highest compliment he could pay to the English

squadron ; it was a decided acknowledgement that he felt

no confidence in the strength of his situation, and was con-

scious that while he remained afloat no batteries could pro-

tect him from the persevering exertions of the British

seamen.

In a national point of view the attack completely suc-

ceeded, as the enemy were prevented from .proceeding to

execute the objeft of their expedition ; it was to be presumed,
after repairing their damages as circumstances would allow,

they would wait in expectation of beingjoined by a consider-

able opanish squadron, under whose convoy they proposed

returning to Cadiz, in order to refit their shattered ships;

this the British Admiral anticipated, and determined to leave

no exertion untried that might enable the squadron, if

possible, to fight the enemy, and prevent them from accom-

plishing their retreat.

It is one of the distinguishing marks of a great mind to

expand in proportion to the difficulties it has to encounter.

These difficulties were great, but they did not appear in-

surmountable. The Superb had joined, and it was hoped the

Audacious, Spencer, and Venerable, would by great exertion

be in readiness in a few daysj the Pompee had suffered too

much, and little hopes were entertained that the Caesar could

have been in a condition for sea, every nerve was, however,

strained for that purpose.

As the exertions that were made on board the squadron
in general, and the Csesar in particular, have been considered

the iiiust extraordinary in the history of naval affairs, and

$ lasting standard for imitation, it may be proper to
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the damages she repaired from the evening of the 6th, when

she went into the Mole, to the noon of the I2th, when she

sailed for the purpose of fighting the enemy. In that short

space of time she shifted her main-mast, fished and secured

her fore-mast shot through in several places, knotted and

spliced the rigging cut to pieces, and bent new sails, plugged

the shot-holes between wind and water, completed with

stores of all kinds, anchors and cables, powder and shot,

and provision for four months.

If it were possible that British seamen could require any
additional incitement to exertion than the presence of an

enemy, such a one existed. On the gth the Spanish squadron
arrived at Algeziras, and as the Caesar was unfit for sea,, the

Admiral shifted his flag to the Audacious, Captain Peard, in

readiness to take any advantage of the enemy's movements.

Such was the concern which the Officers and men felt for

the absence of their beloved Admiral, that they volunteered

their services to that brave and meritorious Officer, Captain

Brenton, of the Caesar, not only to continue their exertions

from dawn till dark, but to work watch and watch at night;

by efforts such as these the ship was enabled to warp out of

the Mole at two P. M. of the I2th, swaying up her top-

gallant-masts, and bending sails at the same time, and was

adually the first ship of the squadron under way, so that Sir

James had the happiness of shifting back his flag to his own

ship, to the great joy of every one on board, at the moment

the enemy were getting under way. Such was the ardour

manifested by all, that as soon as it was known on

shore that the squadron were to pursue the enemy, a boat

came off to the Caesar with several wounded men, who,
on hearing the ship was warping out of the Mole, escaped

from the hospital, and forgetting their recent sufferings,

determined, if possible, to share in the new danger that

Awaited their shipmates. They were received on boa^rd

to
quarters;.



114 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS ^

Posterity will scarcely credit that a squadron of five sail of

the line which had been disabled in ation five day* before,

could be in a condition to follow, and determined to fight,

an enemy's fleet consisting of two ships of 112 guns, one of

94, thtee of 84, four of 74, four frigates, and a considerable

number of gun-boats.

Not all the familiarity of the British Navy with glorious

success not the memory of the battles of a St. Vincent or a

Nelson not the knowledge of this vidlory itself, can make

one contemplate with tranquillity the disparity of the British

force, whose Commander determined with his crippled ships

and unequal numbers, to pursue the combined fleets, and to

prevent their retreat under the batteries of Cadiz.

The splendour of the attempt and its astonishing success,

are not exceeded by any of those heroic achievements which

have formed and fixed the chara&er of the British Navy in

this glorious war.

The rock was covered by the garrison, who beheld with

admiration the ardour which the British squadron displayed,

but could not believe it was their intention to attack the

formidable fleet getting under way on the opposite shore.

The attempt seemed more than aut Ca-sar out Nullus t and

the enemy themselves have confessed they thought it to be

mere gasconade. The English squadron lay to off Europa

Point, waiting until their opponents came fairly out, who

were some time delayed by the sudden failure of the breeze.

The moment the enemy had cleared Cabareta Point *, the

English squadron bore up with a fresh breeze at east under

a crowd of sailf. At twenty minutes past six the signal

was made to prepare for battle after the close of day,

and to engage as close as possible, at forty minutes after

eight, the squadron passed the Straits, and at eleven,

'* Vide Gazette Letters, page 149.

f It would appear from the enemy's report that they were unaile to get the

Kauoibal round the point, and she returned to Algeziras.



coming up with the combined fleet, the Admiral hailed the

Superb, and directed that excellent Officer Captain Keats,

to keep in shore of the enemy, and engage the sternmost

ship. The result of this glorious action is so fully detailed

in, the Gazette, that we shall not enlarge on it, only observe

that the enemy being aware of the British Admiral's inten-

tion to profit by the darkness of the night, and to attack

them, had endeavoured to guard against the consequences

by sending the crippled ships ahead, and covering them with,

the Spanish fleet, and particularly the two first rates ; such,

however, were the judicious arrangements of Sir James

Saumarez, that had not these unfortunate ships taken fire,

we are convinced they would have been only additional

trophies of his victory *.

In perusing a detail of the service performed by this small

squadron during the eventful period of the last seven days,

the reader will reflect with equal astonishment on the bold-

ness of the repeated attacks, and the unparalleled exertions

by which the ships were refitted; the fafts speak more

strongly than any comment of ours can do, and will be most

admired by those who are the best judges of their merits,

Naval Officers ; they know how arduous is the task of re-

pairing ships after an action, when the exhausted strength

of the body, worn out and enfeebled by incessant fatigue, but

ill corresponds with the energies of the mind. To Captain

Brenton, and the Officers of the fleet, the grateful tribute of

their country's applause will be the most pleasing rcwardt

Thus much we will affirm, that none but British seamen,

led by such Officers, are capable of accomplishing similar

achievements.

In tracing the history of Sir James's life, we have brought
it down to a very late period, and which has been pregnant

* After the adtion the Honourable Captain Dundas, of the Calpe, was pro-
moted to the St. Antonio, and Lieutenant Lambourn, First of the Cxsar, to the

Calpe ; and Lieutenant Dumaresq, of whom .Sir James makes such honourable

mention, and who came home with the dispatches, was promoted to ths^ank

f Commander, and is returned to the squadron.
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with events the most important, diversified in point of

fortune, but which have always manifested a great mind,

constantly overcoming the superior force by which he

xvas assailed, ending with success and with glory, through
that providential aid to which it is ascribed.

Ever impelled by the most fervent piety to the most active

benevolence, he graces the elegant manners of a gentleman,

without that thoughtless blasphemy of speech which was

formerly supposed inseparable to the character of a good
sailor. At table he is temperate; in his inclination do-

mestic, and with an exterior seemingly reserved, he covers

the warmest heart that ever beat to the voice of humanity
and friendship.

You see the man. You see his hold on Heaved,

If sound his virtues ; as Philander's sound,

Heaven waits not the last moment ; owns her friends

On this side death ; and points them out to man j

A lesson awful, and of sovereign power,
To vice confusion, and to virtue peace. YOUNG.

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE LXVIIT.

AFTER
the gallant, but unsuccessful attack of the 6th of July,

the French division under the command of Admiral Linofs,

taving been joined by a Spanish squadron commanded by Don Moreno,

consisting of six sail of the line, frigates, gun-boats, &c. they arc

represented in the annexed engraving, as working out of the Bay of

Gibraltar with their prize in tow.

In the foreground to the right, is a partial view of the rock and

mole of Gibraltar ; the squadron under Sir James Saumarez coming

out of the mole, and preparing to attack the enemy ; in the back

ground near the centre, are the two Spanish first rates, which

were burnt in the action of the following night ; to the left of them

the Hannibal is seen under jury-masts and in tow ; there is a distant

view of the Bay and Fort of Algeziras, the scene of the daring, and

unfortunate conflict, during which the Hannibal grounded, and wa

taken ; on the left of the plate, the enemy's fleet are perceived working

to windward, in order to weather Cabareta point.
4
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MR. EDITOR,
IF you are not already provided, I think the following particular*

relative to the Passage of the Sound, extrafted from a letter written

by an officer in the Baltic Fleet, will afford some amusement to your
numerous readers. I am, &c.

I %tb August* 1 801 . NEPTUNE.

PASSAGE OF THE SOUND.

EARLY
on the morning of" the i8th of May, the Admiral made

the signal for seeing land ; and on the igth about noon, we made

the Scaw, which was the first general rendezvous of the fleet. The

Scaw, or Scagen is a low point of land, the most northerly of the

peninsula of North Jutland
1

; 'apparently sandy and barren, distant

from Marstrand Island on the Swedish shore, II or 12 leagues. On
both these points the Danes and Swedes have erected Light houses,

towards the support of which all vessels that pass the Sound or enter

the Swedish ports are obliged to contribute. The passage between

the Scaw lights and the Cattegat is considered the entrance of the

Cattegat.

At a period when every delay, however
trifling, must have been

favourable to the northern coalition, and when it was well known

that the Danes were making every possible effort to obstruct the

passage of the Sound; and render Copenhagen inaccessible to the

approach of our gun-vessels, it excited a general surprise that our

fleet did not pass the Cattegat with a strong N. W. wind which was

favourable, and that, by lying to, and standing so many hours off the

Scaw, the advantage should be lost resulting from expedition and

particularly
so when the mildest winter known fer many years in these

climates, had left the passage of the Sound and navigation of the

Baltic completely open.

From the list to 24th we had in general foul winds, heavy falls of

eleet> snow, and rain, which, added to a chilling cold, caused the

officers and crews to suffer incredible fatigue. The Russell had

parted from the admiral in consequence of having been ordered to

take the Tickler gun-brig in tow on the 1 3th, and this circumstance

had nearly caused her destruction ; she having in her endeavours to

preserve this vessel during a dark and, ha^y night, been drifted on

a lee shore, where she would inevitably have perished, but for the

unexampled exertions of the officers and crew.

During the negociations that were carried on previous to our

passing the Sound, an incident occurred, which, though trivial in

itself, may tend to point out the mode of thinking then prevalent at.

the Court of Denmark, and the perfeft state of security in whick the.

ol, VI. R
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Danes considered themselves at the time. An officer of distinction*

high in favour with the Prince, came On board the Admiral with a

verbal answer to one of our proposals ; and finding some difficulty in

expressing with sufficient accuracy, the sentiments of his Court, was

requested to communicate them in writing. The pen which had been

brought for this purpose happening to be ill pointed, he held it up,
and observed with a sarcastic smile to those about him, ' If yourgun
are not better pointed than your pens, you will make little impression
on Copenhagen *.'

Scarcely had the Admiral declared his intention of forcing the

passage of the Sound when he was induced to relinquish it by the

Suggestions of some ignorant and designing pilots, who, from motives

of fear or interest, had considerably exaggerated the difficulties apd

dangers of the enterprise, and had represented, ae much more

practicable and less hazardous, the circuitous passage of the Great

Belt. The vague and inaccurate accounts that hat! been com-

municated respecting the preparations of the Swedes, and the strength

of Helsinberg Castle, where, as it has since appeared, there were

mounted only eight effective guns of small calibre ; the difficulties in a

hostile country of repairing the casualties that might be txpefled.io

passing the enemy's forts ; the disadvantage of a southerly wind,

with seme other important considerations ; ar.d perhaps some secret

prudential motives, appeared to fix the determination of the English

Admiral. The 26th, at day-break, the fleet got under way, and

stood to the westward, for the purpose as it was generally believed,

of passing the Great Belt. Captain Murray of the Edgar, an aclive

and intelligent officer, who the preceding Summer had surveyed

this entrance to the Baltic with a degree of accuracy hitherto

unknown, proffered his services to lead the fleet. It was now

concluded, from the high opinion entertained of this officer,'*

professional abilities, and the facility with which the passage might.'be

effected in a place where the Danes had but one guardship, his offers

would be accepted ; but they were not. On the z6th and 27th, several

vessels from the Baltic under Prussian colours passed the Sound, and

were permitted to proceed, although it was known that Prussia was

acting hustilely a ainst Great .Britain at that time. The order given

on the 2 8 cli to prepare for battle, (an order always received by

British Tars with acclamations of joy), at length relieved us from^ a

state of despondency ; and, together with some previous manoeuvres

of the admiral, convinced us that the passage of the Sound was decided

* The seqnel has proved, that if English pens are badly pointed, English

guns are not, as many besides Dwies can certify.
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fcpori. Nothing but the appointment of a popular leader was now

Wanting, to maintain and dire& to the accomplishment of an enter-

prize, that' spirit
of heroic enthusiasm which seemed to pervade every

Ktisorn ;
and fortunately for the English nation, this service was allotted

to the Hero of the Nile, who had so often led the British Tars

to Glory.
The afternoon of the ipth was principally employed in clearing

the ships for a&ion ; which was done with an alacrity and expedition

unexampled in the history of Naval events ; and it now remained to

Overthrow by the force of cannon a popular error, which all the

power of reasoning could never have removed. It had long been a

received opinion in Europe that the possession of Cronenburg Castle

gave to the Danes an uncontrolled command of the passage of the

Sound; and the Danes seem to have so far adopted this opinion, and

to have profited by the imaginary advantage of their situation, that

for more than a century they have exercised the undisputed right of

levying contributions on all vessels, in proportion to the value of the

cargcf, trading to and from the" Baltic. The tacit assent given by the

European powers to this flagrant imposition, apparently justified by
the sanction of time, so far confirmed the Danes in the validity of this

opinion, that they considered any augmentation to the works as

superfluous; and relying on the co-operation of the Swedes, had

negledled by floating batteries to render the approach of the English
more difficult than otherwise it might have been. The wind being as

favourable as the most sanguine expectation could desire, the

admiral, to the inexpressible joy of the whole fleet, made, on the

morning of the 3Oth, the signal to weigh and form the order of

battle. The nomination of the Conqueror of Aboukir to 1 ad the van

division seemed already a happy presage of viftory, and diffused a

spirit of confidence and emulation which the name alone' of Nelson

never fails to excite among British seamen. Sir Hyde Parker afted!

with his division in the rear, as a corps de reserve. Such was the

promptitude displayed in executing the orders to form the line and Jo

engage, that at half past six the Monarch, appointed to lead the

fleet, was so far advanced that the enemy commenced a heavy and

well supported fire from the whole line of their positions, which was

instantaneously returned from the leading ships, and from some of

those of the center and rear divisions.

No one circumstance during the operations of this memorable day
contributed so efficaciously towards their ultimate success, as thi

silence of the Swedish batteries. What might have been the motives

that determined the condudl of Sweden on this occasion ; whether

a secret misunderstanding between the Courts of Stockholm and
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Copenhagen, or apprehensions that the town of Helsinberg would

meet a fate similar to that of Elsineur, 'it is impossible to determine ;

but certain it is, that not a single shot Ivas fired on the part of the

Swedes ;
and at half past ten every ship had passed the Sound

without having sustained the slightest casualty, except six or seen

men killed and wounded on board the Isis, by the bursting of one of

her lower dtck guns.
Thus vanished, like the baseless fabric of a vision, that chimera on

which the Danes had founded a most lucrative imposition, and

obliged the captains of English merchantmen to submit to insults and

indignities that ought never again to be tolerated.

MR. EDITOR, S/jeernesf,. August I 7.

T AM happy in having it in my power to furnish you with a correct

list of the Danish naval force as opposed to the British fleet under

the command of Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson, in the late memorable

battle off Copenhagen.
The inclosed Papers, No. I. II. and III. you will, I hope, insert

as soon as may be convenient to you ; they are copies of a pamphlet

published at Copenhagen, in the English language, soon after the

action.

- I am, Sir,

Your constant Rfader and Friend,

AN OLD OBSERVATOR.

No. I.

A LIST of the Danish Naval Force called the Line cf Defension, opposed to

the British Fleet under the Command of Admiral Lwd NELSON, bcjc/re Co-

penhagen, April ^d, 1801
5
ivith Remarks.

Names.
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Tbf Force remaining in the Road to defend the Haibour, under the Orders of
Chamberlain Stein Bille.

Names.
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Dannebrog.

Elven.

Grenier's float.

Aggershuus.

SysIIand.

Charlotte Amalia

Sohesten.

Hoisteen.

Indfodstratten.

Hjelperen,

An old condemed two decker, cut down and dis-

mantled. The guns twenty-four of twenty,
four-pounders, twenty-four of twenty-two-

. pounders, and fourteen of eight-pounders." A small repeating vessel rigged. The guns of

twenty -four-pounders.
f Old, and without masts. The guns of twenty-
\ four-pounders.

{An
old cavalry transport, without masts or sails*

Her guns of twenty-four-pounders.

{A

two decker, condemned and unrigged. The
guns thirty of twenty-four-pounders, thirty
of eighteen-pounders, and fourteen of eight-

pounders.
C A condemned Indiaman. Condemned and dis-

| mantled. The guns of twenty-four-pounders.

{A
battery, like the Suersfisken. The guns of

twenty-four-pounders.

{A

two-decker newly repaired, and able to serve

for twelve years. The guns twenty-four of

twenty-four- pounders, twenty-four of twelva-

pounders, and twelve of eight-pounders.
An old condemned two-decker, cut down and

dismantled. Twenty six guns of twenty-four-

pounders, twenty-six of twelve pounders, and
twelve of eight-pounders.

{A
good completely rigged frigate.

The guns of

thirty-six-pounders.

NORTH WING OF DEFENSION.

The Battery or Island of Trekroner.

Mars of 64 guns. An old two-decker, condemned and without masts.

Elephanten of 70 guns. Ditto.

This wing, which properly defended the entry of the harbour, was
likewise supported by the advanced battery of the citadel, and by %
moveable squadron, situated behind, which consisted of the

Dannemark, - -74 guns
Trekroner, - - - 74-

Iris, - - - 40
Sarpen and Nidelven brigs of 18 guns each*

under the orders of Chamberlain Bilie.

No. III.

REMARKS*
*

iTHE frigates that raked the Provesteen fore and aft, were at anchof

opposite the battery on Almak Island, at about 34.00 Danish feet

dtstance.

The guns of the outermost fortifications at the S. E. of Copenhagen
being 4.600 Danish feet distant from the nearest ships of the Defension,
were of no service while the action lasted ; they began to' fire when
the enemy took possession of the abandoned ships, but. it was at the
.same time that the parley appeared.

Parker's division was engaging at a great distance
;
the block-ships

of the north wing and the Trekroner battery kept him in awe as

well as Nelson's van, so that Parker's motions could have no other
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-tendency than to hinder this part of the Defension from assisting the

others, and to keep Stein Bille's squadron from coming out to take

possession of those English ships which had struck, or to succour the
searest part of the fighting wing.
The citadel too far behind to use its guns, threw several shells, bat

soon left off on account of its great distance.
The foe had not only the advantage

of the wind, which sent t-he

smoke on our ships, but likewise of the current, which permitted
them, to stop where they thought proper by means of a stern anchor,
and thereby were enabled judiciously (as Commodore Fischer men-
tions in his report), to assist, cover, or draw back their ships, in order
to distribute the damage so equally on all, that none should be totally
Jost, but that they might all, at least in appearance, safely come out of
so warm a fight.
The Danes had the misfortune half an hour after the aftion began,

to have the Rendsborg pram's cable shot off, which caused him to drive
on a bank behind the line, with her bows towards the enemy, so that
she became useless.
The second misfortune, which happened almost immediately, was

the Dannebrog's catching fire. The third, that the Syael land's cables
were shot away. The fourth was that the chief of the Infodstratten
was killed by the same fire from the enemy.
The fight was, nevertheless continuing, and the fire of the southerly

fortification of the town became effective, as well as that of the block-

ships the Mars and Elephanten, and the Trekroner battery by the ap-
proach of the enemy, when Lord Nelson sent a parley onshore; he

thereby gained time to succour those of his ships that had struck, to

help others off that were aground, and to take a quiet possession of
those wrecks that were either surrendered or forsaken.

AN ACCOUNT OF

THE PRINCIPAL NAVAL ACTIONS
THAT HAVE TAK-EN PLACE IN THE NARROW SEAS SINCE

THE CONQUEST.

*TPHE first battle of importance that is mentioned by historians,

was A. D. 1213, during the reign of King John, whose seamen

Continued faithful in all his various fortunes,

The English fleet is said to have consisted of five hundred sai!,

commanded by William Earl of Salisbury, and were going to the

assistance of the Earl of Flanders, then attacked by Philip of France.

The fleeis met near DAM, on the Coast of Flanders; the English and

Flemings were completely victorious, three hun.dred sail of French

vessels being taken, and above a hundred more either stranded or b.urnt

in endeavouring to escape.

This is the account given by Father Daniel, a French author, who
adds that King Philip was under the necessity of setting fire to the

remainder of his fleet which had taken refuge in the Port of Dam,
Xo prevent their falling into the hands of the English *. It is most

* This battle is mentioned by Matthew Paris and Walaugham.
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probable that the major part of the vessels on both sides were small

craft. The ships furnished by the cinque ports carried twenty-

mariners each, according to the Doomsday book; there were, however,

ships of considerable burthen, as appears by the number of men, (200),

said to have been lost in the preceding reign, when a ship was cast

away, in which the only son of Henry ist perished *.

In the early part of Henry the 3d's reign, we find an account of an

action rendered equally memorable, by the great odds our countrymen
hud to contend with, and the stratagem they are saiJ to have employed
to prevent the large ships of the enemy from boarding them.

The Earl of Pembroke to whose care the Barons had committed

their young Monarch (then only ten years old), having defeated the

French army near Lincoln, many of the Barons embraced the

opportunity that offered, and were reconciled to their sovereign ;

the French faction was almost expiring, when Lewis returned to

England with a powerful reinforcement convoyed by eighty stout

ships besides transports ; a fleet greatly superior to what the adherents

of Henry were able to equip : but conduft and courage gave them

the victory notwithstanding the enemy's superiority.

Tlie Cinque Ports fitted out forty ships, which was all the Roy-
alLits had to oppose to the numerous French fleet. The English

succeeded in gaining the wind of the enemy, and bearing trp under a

press of sail, are described to have run dow'n the French transports,

and sunk them with the iron beaks, or prows, which projected from

the bows of their galleys, still preserving the weather gage of the

large ships, the English emptied heaps of unslacked lime on their decks,

which being carried by a fresh of wind into the faces of their enemies,

blinded them as they attempted to board t.

Sclden in his Mare Clausum, mentions this aftion, and says the

English fleet was commanded by Philip D'Alberny, and John

Marshal, a relation of Earl Pembroke's. Henry's fleet, after the

victory, pursued the scattered ships of the enemy into the Thames,
where Lewis, with a select body of troops, had gone before to secure

the City of London, biit finding himself abandoned by the Barons, and

his fleet and army destroyed, he was compelled to capitulate and leave

the kingdom, on condition of never returning in a hostile manner,

the treaty was signed September 12, 1217.

This is one of the many proofs that are to be drawn from our navar

records, how little this island has to fear from invasion, while we pre-

serve unanimity at home, allegiance to our King, and our Fleets are

led by gallant and .skilful commanders. [To ie continued*

* Matthew Paris.

+ This adion h mentioned br Mat. Paris, Mrcraj-, &c..
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PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

70 THE EDITOR.
SIR,

CONTRIVANCE that has the improvement of Navigation
for its obje&, cannot be more properly Conveyed to the public

than through your well-established channel of communication.

The want of an accurate measure to ascertain a ship's rate of sail-

ing is yet to be desired ; still more a means of knowing the quantity
of distance sailed in a given time.

The common log is sufficiently correct for a single trial, if the glass

and line are in due proportion ; but the variations they are both liabl

to, from the alternate wet and dry to which tjiey are exposed, and

the still greater irregularities in their proportions, and the difference

of method and caprice in those who use them, renders the log, gene-

rally speaking, a very inadequate mode to ascertain, even the adual

rate of sailing ; for, Sir, it is by no means uncommon to see a ship

sailing but eight miles in the hour, outsail another that shall sail nine

in the hour, each measuring by log.

But supposing the log sufficiently accurate to measure the a&ual

rate of sailing ; as it is rarely used above once in the hour, all the

varieties of the intermediate time are allowed for according to the

judgment of the person. charged to watch the ship, and of course the

resuk becomes but a more or less correct approximation to the truth.

An error of five or six degrees in longitude, is frequent in cross-

ing the Atlantic, of which I believe great part is owing to the in-

adequate measure of the distance sailed.

In the paper that
'

accompanies this letter, are detailed the prin-

ciples and contrivance of a measure to supply
vthe above deficiencies,

and as the apparatus is cheap, simple, and durable, I trust will be

found of extensive utility.

The truth of the principles will be immediately acknowledged, and

you will do me the credit to believe my assertion, and the enclosed

certificate, that the theory is confirmed by experiment : indeed there

is so little hypothesis in the scheme, that persons conversant in

hydrostaticks would venture to anticipate the result.

The mode is so obvious that its application must have been long'

since perceived, if philosophers could give attention to practical

navigation, or sailors were more instructed in mechanics and natural

philosophy. I am, Sir,

Your very humble Servant,

Margate, July 17, 1801. THO. HAMILTON,
'
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PRINCIPLES FOR A CONTRIVANCE TO MEASURE A SHIP'S RATI
OF SAILING) AND TO DETERMINE THE Qj/ANTITY SAILED

IN A GIVEN TlME.

Known Fa3s or Axioms.

1. THE discharge or expence of water is as tlic square root of

the height, the surface of the water, is above the centre of the dis-

charging hole.

2. The velocity
"

is as the discharge and equal to the velocity-

generated in falling bodies by gravity ; thus, the discharge from a

hole one foot below the surface of the water, moves eight feet per

second (equal to the velocity a body acquires after falling through the

space of a foot 4) ; sixteen feet per second, at four feet below the

surface ; twenty-four feet per second, at nine feet below the surface ;

and thirty- two feet per second at sixteen feet below the surface of

the water.

3. The pressure of water upon any base is due to the height, not

the quantity of water above that base.

4. The pressure of a fluid in motion upon any body at rest, is

equal to the pressure of the same body with equal motion against the

fluid at rest, and is as the square of the velocity.

Scale or Table, showing the Velocities due to their corresponding Height!

or Pressures of Water, above the Centre cf any discharging Holt, ftr

tvery quarter Mile,from eleven Miles to one inclmi've :

Miles.
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CONTRIVANCE.

LET a half- inch pipe of stout copper, with the end closed, be

run through a hole (bored for the purpose) in the bottom of a ship,

at nearly the distance of a foot from the keel. The pipe to be about

five inches without the hole bored. Near the middle length of the

ship, or in the foremost part of the well, is the best and most con.

venient place for the apparatus.

On the kelson, opposite to the hole, let a tube of wood, square,

three inches in the clear, perpendicular to the kelson, and six feet or

more above the load water-line of the ship, be fixed, the lower end of

the tube to be closed.

Let the part of the copper pipe that is within the ship be bent, and

the end left open let into the lower part of the wooden tube a little

above its base.

Let a quarter- inch round hole be bored in the, fore part of the

copper pipe, the eighth of an inch from its closed end below the ship

(to admit the water when afloat into the wooden tube), the plane of

the hole perpendicular to the keel.

Let every part of the described apparatus be water tight, except
the last mentioned hole.

REMARKS.

EVERY person the least conversant in hydrostaticks, will perceive

that a ship with the above apparatus being afloat, the water would

rise in the wooden tube to a level of the water without the ship, if

neither the ship nor the water had any dlrel motion.

Now, supposing the ship at anchor in a stream of a known velo-

city, or under sail with a velocity equal to the stream, the pressure
will be the same (by axiom 4), and the water will rise in the tube a

height corresponding to the velocity, to be found in the table calcu-

lated from axioms ist and zd, the fraftion being attended to.

As the wooden tube at the plane of the ship's flotation, is very-

near the centre of gravity of the ship, the rise or fall of the water in

the tube will not be affedied by the rolling or pitching of the ship ;

the centre of gravity being at rest, relative to these motions
; and the

quarter inch hole under the ship, that receives the pressure of the

water, being but nearly a two hundredth part of the square of three

inches, the size of tube, prevents any apparent oscillation in the tube,

though efficient to support any quantity in it, due to the velocity (by/

axiom 3d). It may be proper to have a cock in the copper pipe near

the tube, to contract the hole of communication if necessary 4 or stop
it altogether.
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I have tried in a sailing boat, with all the varieties of motion the

boat was liable to, the result of the contrivance, with a tube of two

inches dii.meter and pipes bored from a twelfth to a quarter-inch,

without perceiving any other difference than in the times of the rise

and fall of the water in the tube.

A slup would occasion greater pressure from pitching than a boat,

from the greater distance between the hole and the centre of gravity ;

though the slower movements of the ship would nearly counterpoise
the effect of the unequal distances from the centres of motion.

If a float within the tube be fitted with a small line and weight, to

keep the line strait, moving freely over a brass pulley up and down a

groove for the purpose, and a scale be marked below the pulley, from

the calculated table, on the outside of the tube, or other case made

for the purpose, with a movable index on the line, only beginning the

scale from o to eleven miles downwards, inversely, as the table, and

the indt-x be placed at o, or the beginning of the scale, when the ship

has no diredl motion ; whenever the ship acquires a velocity the float

will ascend, and consequently the index descend, to the mark denoting

the rate of sailing.

If the hole in the pipe under the ship's bottom was in the afte*

part of the pipe, the water would descend in the wooden tube as much

btlow the surface, as it ascends above it with the hole forwards: the

pressure due to the velocity being then minus.

This is the most convenient mode, when the following contrivance

is not in addition.

CONTRITANCE to determine the Quantity sailed in a given Time.

ASSUME a point on the after part of the wooden tube, supposed
in the plane of the ship's flotation, when the ship is in

lightest sailing

trim ; at three or four inches below that point make a mark, and

with the distance between deep and light load water-line, make a

second and lower mark.

Betw een the marks attach a small pipe or tube of wood, an inch

or an inch and a quarter in the clear, closed at the lower end, and

communicating with the larger tube by a small pipe. The length of

the attached tube, for all ships of war, may be three feet.

Within this attached tube, through collars of leather, are two

smallci coppe- pipes, to move up and down conformably to the ship's

plane of flotation.

At the lower end of the least of the copper pipes, is bored a

-capillary hole of the thirtv-secon
' of an inch diameter, or else a

glass end with capillary bore as above. This size is chosen merely
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from convenience. The capillary hole should be covered with a

screen or cap, full of smaller holes, to prevent its being choaked,

though the water at the bottom of a ship is usually clear ; the small

hole* should be made only in the sides, and not in the bottom of the

screen.

Let a cistern, made cubical if convenient, containing about thirty

gallons, with a gauge to show the quantity of water within it, and

cocks on each side to let the water out.

At the head of the small pipe above mentioned, is a spout to dis-

charge water into the cistern.

REMARKS.
AS the two last mentioned copper pipes are, together, longer than

the distance between the planes of flotation the ship is ever supposed
to sail at, it is plain the upper end of the spout in the head of the

least pipe may be always placed in the actual plane of flotation the

hip sans at, which will be known by a drop falling from the spout

when the ship has no direct motion.

As any water discharged from the spout must pass through the

eapillary hole in the lower end of the pipe j whenever the ship has

acquired a given velocity, the quantity discharged into the cistern

will be as the size of the hole and the velocity of the ship ; for (by

axioms i st and id) both velocity and discharge are as the square

roots of the height the water will rise in the great tube above the

spout, or actual plane of flotation in general, with different capillary

holes and velocities, the discharge will be as the squares of the dia-

meters of the capillary holes by their respective velocities.

To know the quantity any capillary hole will discharge per mile,

without depending on the measure of its diameter ; let the level of a

reservoir of salt water be kept at, e. g. 18,72 inches above the spout of

the pipe whose discharge you measure, and the quantity such spout
will

discharge in ten minutes it will discharge per mile ; the height

18,72 being due to a velocity of six miles per hour, or one mile in ten

.^mutes, &c.

I have found by repeated trial, that the discharge through capillary

holes, is as the square root of the heights of surface above the dis-

charging hole, when the capillary hole is in the lower end of a pip?

Seven or eight inches long, for if the discharge was directly from the

capillary hole, the effect of attraction is perceived at small velocities,

and the discharge consequently less than it ought to be ; but the;

hole bejng immersed does away (I suppose.), the
capillary,

attraction

altpgether.
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REFERENCE. ,

A the head of the pipe with a spout to discharge water through a

funnel hose to the gauged cistern, the water passes through a capillary

hole in glass at the bottom b b of the pipe.

S B the collar of leather of the largest pipe, that goes through
the collar of leather C C of the attached wooden tube c c c.

DD -D a piece of wood screwed to the great tube (above the

attached tube), with hollows, as d d, at four inches distance, to receive

the strap e e, of the largest pipe, and fix it when raised.

E a screw through the strap e e to rise or lower the discharging

pipe Ay till it has the water on a level with the top of the spoutff,
and a drop falling from it*

*'
SIR,

IN compliance with your desire, I certify that I was with you
three different days examining your contrivance for measuring a ship's

jailing, and on one of the days with Captain Owen, and a Lieutenant

ef the Nemesis in the boat.

" I measured the log-linf, and compared the quarter- minute glass

with a second watch, and found upon trial from one or two miles per

hour to above six, that the contrivance always denoted the rate of

sailing, and the discharge into the cistern can be as well tried in a

room as in a ship, and in my opinion will fully answer its intent,

where time and attention is allowed ; in fa& (if you recollect), a very

mall error in the log line was correded by the above inventien.

I am, Sir,

** "Vour very humble Servant,

' R. BROOKE,
*' tdtsStr *f b'u Majesty'} flip .**
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HINTS FOR IMPROVING THE NAVY.

MR. EDITOR,

N Volume V. page 131, I observe Mr. SNODGRASS complains of

a deficiency in iron work necessary for connecting the sides and

beams of ships together, which I concur in very strongly, as it is a

security required in my opinion as much as any one thing in the

whole construction of a ship ; but I differ most oppositely in his pro*

posal of adopting diagonal braces, iron knees, standards, breasthooks,

crutches, &c. as nothing fays stronger or more closely than wood and

wood, a fat universally acknowledged by every person who was ever

concerned in the building or navigating a ship. Iron does not pos-

sess strength proportionate to its weight ; an iron breasthook, crutch,

or rider, made sufficiently strong to answer fully the purpose of wood,
would be found so extremely ponderous, as to preve of the utmost

detriment to the ship, more particularly during a series of bad

weather and heavy seas. However, my present intention is not to

contend on the difference between the operation of wood and iron in

the construction of ships, but to suggest a plan for the more strongly

onnefting the sides of a ship to the beam.

The method I would propose is, the adopting iron braces in certain

parts of a ship's sides- to be let on and through the sides between the

timbers, in such manner as to brace to the beams a certain number of

frames. These braces may be fixed in various parts of the ship, as

necessity may point out. The thwart-ship bolts, both of hanging
and lodging knees (even if the knees were iron), must draw, sup-

posing the ship to be old and the bolts corroded ; there is nothing to

prevent them, and how often does it happen that after severe weather

the sides of old ships in particular are observed to draw some inches

from the beams, which those braces cannot fail to remedy *.

Fig. i. represents the arms of the braces coming in on each side,

with the manner of connsfting and securing them, which is likewise

shown on a larger scale by fig. 4. The arms may be connected by
the screw, and secured by staples, as represented, or, if not thought
detrimental to the beams, may be bolted thereto.

Fig. 2. is intended to represent a certain number of timbers with

the outside of the brace, which may likewise be secured by bolts or

* The sides of the old Centaur parted from the beams.
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Staples, hut as the outward pressure of the timbers would
materially

assist in keeping the braces in tljtir proper stations, I should prefer
the latter, as being less liable to weaken the timbers, besides as it

must be let into the timbers in order to make the outside fair for

planking the score will be sufficient support for it.

Fig. 3. represents a plan of the brace, limbers, and beams, showing
the manner in which the former is intended to aft. I am firmly per-
suaded the introduction of those braces might be made very conducive

towards lessening the consumption of knee-timber, as fewer would be

requisite in wake of the braces than elsewhere. The station where
the proposed additional strength would be most wanted, is, in my
opinion, a-midships, and if a three-decker, to be placed at the heights
of the middle-deck and orlop; if a two-decked ship the lower-deck

and orlop ;
and if a frigate, the gun-deck only.

As I am not a professional person, nor in any way whatever in-

terested in what I have proposed, but merely offering my ideas

spontaneous as they rise for the good of the community at large, I

trust the attacks of prejudice will not be directed against me, but

on the contrary, that my suggestions will at least be read if not

adopted. The most candid part of the profession, and by whom

every attempt at improvement is almost certain of gaining some de-

gree of attention, are the merchant builders ; I am sorry to say the

cold tenacity with which those offerings are received by professional

gentlemen in his Majesty's service, is too frequently the cause of

many ingenious and valuable inventions and plans being lost to the

public ;
it is to the first class of Gentlemen I more

particularly

address myself, and should I at any time prove so fortunate as to

suggest any thing worthy of notice, I shall ever be happy and ready

to render every assistance in my power towards putting in practice

what I may propose ; and I trust, Mr. Editor, you would not refuss

to address any Gentleman to me who might consider my propositions

improvable or worthy of notice.

July 1 1, 1 80 1. NEPTUNE.

P. S, The construction of the braces herein mentioned may be

farther improved, as shown by fig. 5. by an additional arm.

Ciol. VI.



DENMARK, AND ITS POSSESSIONS.

OF THE STATES D E P E ND E NT ON DEN M AR K
; NORWAY, ICELAN&j

ISLES OF FERO, GREENLAND, AND FOREIGN POSSESSIONS.

ICELAND.

lS island, characteristically called the Land of Ice, was once

a kingdom, whose sovereigns were famous for their mari-

time exploits. The people from childhood, like their neighbours,

were pirates, but with greater success. It is said, they were then

more flourishing than thty are at present ; but, according to ancient

accounts, the climate was then not so rigorous, and their rivals were

less cultivattd. Certainly, the resources of the Kings of Iceland wen:

none but those which the sea afforded ; and a sea that was often

nothing but ice. Small bark, ill armed and inconvenient ; coarse

food, which was often devoured taw ; a troublesome, filthy, and often

infectious garb ;
a cabin instead of a palace ; and a repetition of tales

eternally told, for want of better amusement ; were the splendour and

the pleasures of both King and people, in an age when piracy usur-

pation, and crimes of every kind, rendered the vices habitual, \vith

which Europe, to this day, continues to be deeply afflifted.

Iceland extends from sixty- three degrees to sixty- six degrees north

latitude. Its distance from the inhabited coast of Greenland, which

is the most northerly, is sixty miles *, and from the other thirty five ;

from Drontheim, a town in the north of Norway, its southern border

is computed to be one hundred and twenty. It contains 1505 square

miles of inhabited land, and 450 desert.

Its temperature is not so cold as its situation might lead to sup-

pose ; though it sometimes happens that the ice, which comes as is

thought from Greenland, accumulates enormously in the gulphs and

harbours, and renders the winter extremely severe, bringing with it

wood, whales, seals, and even bears. The fogs, rising from the sea

and land, are frequent. Summer is of very short duration, but

psually sufficient to ripen certain kinds of grain.

The country is full of mountains ; some with the aspeft of
sterility,

others clothed in verdure, and the highest covered with eternal snows.

They are separated by vallies, in whicli are fine grass lands, where the

people reside. The plain extends from the coast as far as four, and

sometimes ten miles up the country.

*
I know not what miles, whether Geographic, German, Norwegian, or

Danish. .
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Iceland is renowned for its volcanoes. Some of them are extinct,

and others continually burning. This occasionally causes very dan-

gerous earthquakes ; one of which was produced by the last eruption
that had fatal effects on man and be'ar.t.

The sheep form a considerable branch of trade. They are folded

all the year in the meadows, and their wool is tolerably good. The
liorse and the ox are small; but the first is active and vigorous. la

1777, ^e. rein-deer was introduced into Iceland, and prospers. The

dogs are excellent, and highly useful to the shepherd. Except the

bear brought on the ice, here is no carm'verous animal but the fox,

the skin of which is in great estimation. Eiderdown is so abundant

and so valued, that it has been the object of various regulations. The

King has reserved to himself the right of purchasing falcons, of.

which he keeps great numbers near his capital, and sends presents "of

them to foreign Courts.

The fishery is the most lucrative branch of trade to the inhabitants

of the sea coast. It is greatly encouraged by Government, employs
1800 vessels, and chiefly consists of cod, herrings, plaice, seals, sea-

calves, the porpus, and the whale. The consumption of fish oil is

enormous in this country ; yet the exportation is considerable. Little

corn grows here ; though experience has lately proved, that barley,

rye, and oats may thrive. A passable kind of flour is obtained from

the elymus arenarius, the lichen islandicus, and other indigenous plants.

Gardens are daily brought to greater perfection 5 but fruit trees do

not prosper. The use of potatoes is greatly increasing. There is an

absolute want of wood, none of which is to be seen, except what the

ice brings ; though, if we may credit the history of the island, it once

contained forests of oak. Turf and the bitumen lignum fossile are the

common fuel, coal-mines having not yet been discovered.

Iceland is divided into four cantons, containing one great bailliage,

three small ones, and the two bishopricks of Skalhoit and Holum ; the

first consisting of fifteen provostships and one hundred and fifty cures,

the second of sixty cures and four provostships. There is not a single

town, nor, properly speaking, a village ; there are only hamltts, one of

which sometimes,contains twenty huts or cottages*

These islanders are healthy, vigorous, aud most ofthem brown, with

black hair. The Simall-pox haa committed great ravages among

them ; but the climate has repelled the venereal disease, the gift of

foreigners. Nothing can be more monotonous than the Lfe of modera-

tion which they lead. Every thing around them is i? the utmost

simplicity; though they have tea, coffee, and brandy; which is

become an object of the first necessity, and the bane of national tem-

perance*
Their probity is great, the love of their country enthusiastic,

3
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their attachment to Government sincere, and their hospitality unU

versal. Their indolence, obstinacy, and suspicion, must be attributed

to the want of foreign intercourse, and the shackles under which their

commerce suffers.

They are less superstitious than many other nations, better informed

than might be supposed, and their favourite amusements are trials of

strength and dexterity, backgammon, and chess. They excel in the

latter game ;
to which, and to the reading of their ancient Saga, and

the singing of their historical romances, they consecrate their long
winter nights. This is the reason that the Icelanders are generally

well acquainted with the ancient history and legislation
of their

country.

They have their own peculiar poets, and speak the ancient language
of the north. A Literary Society was established in 1794, that

distinguished itself by its zeal to diffuse knowledge, and by the pub-
lication of several works, at Leiragorda, 1/98, in the Icelandish dialect.

But notwithstanding their former renown as a literary people, they

can no longer make such claims. Living as they do in the frozen,

bosom of the north, isolated from the lettered world, few in numbersj

and scattered over a disproportionate face of land, their wants simple,

their experience small, their implements rude, and their means con-

fined, it would be in vain to expect admirable inventions from them,

or surprising efforts of genius.

The whole population consists of 50,000 souls, who live under their

own laws, and employ no advocates. Their suits are exceedingly

simple ; and they have only recourse to the code of Norway in cases

where their own is silent. .Their last appeal is to the Supreme Court

at Copenhagen.

They possess \vorktnen sufficient for their wants, and particularly

in woollen cloths ; which, though coarse, form a considerable branch

of trade. Commerce, which once was engrossed by Government, or

granted to monopolizers, is now made free ; but it is passive,
in Ice-

land. The best informed natives are greatly desirous of an intercourse

with other nations ; which motives of benevolence ought to encourage.

The annual amount of their exports seldom exceeds 220,000 crowns^

of which i 30,000 are in fish.

The revenues of Government are not more than 12,000 crowns 31-

year, subjecl to various expences ; it being at the charge of furnishing

Corn, and other articles of the first necessity.

ISLES OF FERO,

Returning from Iceland to Norway, we meet with the Isles of Fero,

situate eighty-six miles from Iceland, and one hundred from the Con-

tinent. They form a small Northern Archipelago, and extend about

fifteen miles from south to north in length, and ten in breadth. Th;
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largest is called Stromoe, and contains Thorshaven, a commercial
town, where the Administrators of this Archipelago reside.

The whole of the inhabited part amounts to twenty-four square

miles, scarcely containing 5000 inhabitants. The temperature of the

air is here remarkable. Far as they are to the north, they seldom
have more than a month's frost, by which the gulphs and ports are

never entirely closed. The heat of summer is temperate j and the

inhabitants attam extreme o!4 age.

Their wealth consists in the flesh and skins of their cattle. They
have mines of coal, of which they send a small quantity to Copen-

hagen. A more considerable objecl of exportation is worsted stock-

ings, of which the annual amount is jj 6,000 pair. The fishery is

very lucrative ; and the trade is open to every subject of Denmark.
The total receipts of exportation, for skins, tallow, fish, oil, stockings,

quills, butter, &c. does not exceed 20,000 crowns.

GREENLAND.

We are indebted to the Icelanders for the discovery of Greenland,

which happened toward the close of the tenth century, when colonies of

these Icelanders and a few Norwegians were sent there, and Christianity

introduced. The plague, in 1350, the dreadful ravages of which

occasioned it to. be called the black death, cut off all communication

with Greenland. It was almost forgotten during two centuries, till

Christian III. Frederick II. and Christian IV. successively sent

vessels thither ; but the colonists were no more. Under Frederic IV.

Egedl, a Norwegian Bishop, inspired with gospel zeal, established a

society at Bergen,; and an intercourse with the savages of Greenland

was again maintained.

The attempt did not answer expectation ; and the King founded a

new colony to convert these barbarians. The project has beea suc-

cessful, thanks; to the enthusiasm of the Moravian Brethren.

All that is known of Greenland extends from the southern point

of Cape Farewell and Statcnhuk, fifty-nine degrees north latitude, to

Spitzbergen, latitude eighty degrees toward America. The Euro-

peans inhabit as far as seventy-two degrees, from Cape Farewell to

Oupernavik_. It is hitherto unknown, whether this vaat region forms

an island, a peninsula, or a part of the American continent. The

partisans in favour of the first opinion are most numerous.

The cold is excessive, especially in February and March ; yet

rendered supportable by habit; for there is no wind during this

period. The inland parts are an eternal mass of ice, and the sea

coast only is habitable, which is intersected with gufphs and islands of

a moderate size. The country is watered by streams and rivuleU :

and three springs of hot water have been discovered,.
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The only canton where the cow is found is that of Julianeshaahi

which is the most flourishing. The territory is divided into two

JmpeSoraics. In i 789, the inhabitants were found to he ;f2, half

of whom had received baptism. The small pox at various times has

committed great ravages.

The Greeniander is the simple, innocent, and real child of nature.

His frugality and ignorance of artificial wants render the attainment

of happiness easy, and doubtless contribute to the singular attachment

he has for his country.

The animal kingdom abounds in useful species : the hare, rein-deer,

dog, fox, Lear, sea-birds, and fish innumerable : but to the natives the

moat precious of all is the seal. It is here that the Hollanders fish

for the whale, which has hitherto, proved more profitable to them than

the natives.

The settlers raise a few sheep ; but vegetation affords them little

aid. Its whole richness consists in common grass, a few odoriferous

and medicinal plants, some of which bear berries, and the Elymus are-

nariust L. Among the hardy vegetables, cabbage, turnips, and radishes

are reared. Here and there, the linden, the birch, and the elm, are

met with ; but extremely dwarfish.

The mineral kingdom is less penurious ; stone of every kind is

found, and some indication of mines.

The free inhabitant of these countries is subjeft to no tax : he is

ignorant even of the use of money. The conversion of the savage

natives is his incessant pursuit, and is chiefly the work of the Mora-

vian Brethren. There exists, indeed, an ancient royal Institution, in

Denmark, for the propagation of the /aitR, entitkdi Collegium tie Cursu

The trade is carried on by Government, and hitherto with con-

siderable loss. Reasons of State have prevented its being made free ;

but it may be remarked, that Government has lately sold the vessels

employed in the whale fishery, intending, perhaps, to interfere no

more. The exports consist of fish oil, parts of the -whale, the horns

iid teeth of marine animals, eiderdown, salt fish, and a little wool.

DUTCHY OF HOLSTEIN.

From the confines of the frozen pole, barren trades, and savage

tribes, we return to a more temperate climate, and a country which,

from its fraitfulness and civilization, is one of the richest gems in the

crown of Denmark.

The Dutchy of Holstein appertains to the King of Denmark as a

ef of the Germanic Empire. It constitutes a part of the Circle or

Lower Saxony ; is bounded on the north by the Dutchy of Gleswicfe,

a Danish province ; oa the south by the cities of
'

Hamburgh
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Ltibel'k and the Principality of Lauenburg, dependent on Hanover;
and by that Electorate en the course of the Elbe.

The surface thus limited contains 175 square miles, and a popula-
tion of 315,000 souls. Remarkably fertile on the borders, in the

middle it is arid and sandy ; which occasions travellers, who cross it,

to suspect its productive virtues, and the flourishing state of its agri-

culture. Yet most kinds of fruit are cultivated here ; the peach
attains perfect maturity, as does the grape, if sheltered from the cold

winds, and exposed to the sun's heat.

Sea and river fish are abundant. The carp, in which the cities of

Hamburgh and Lubeck delight, are furnished by Holatein
;

as also

are the beef and mutton. The love of gardening is daily increasing,

but is still far from perfection. The quality of the grain is good, and

the butter delicious ;
that which is made in June, and particularly in

Autumn, is excellent for keeping. The diminution of wood, com-

mon to all the North, is alarmingly felt : as a proof, the price is

doubled within a few years at Kiel, though it is a sea-port.

One of the means best calculated to improve agriculture is the re-^

solution taken by the Lords, who are the great landholders, of dividing

their manors into small farms, and selling or letting them on long
leases. The abolition of serfage, which appearances lead us to hope
will soon take place, cannot but be still more effectual. The country-

contains some manufactories, but of little importance, and the articles

they produce are not of the best kind. In a state so small, the fine

arts can find but few resources ; but with the sciences it is very

different. Among the learned of Germany, Holstein maintains a

distinguished rank. The University of Kiel need but be named to

call to recollection a society renowned through all Europe. Few

strangers come there, it is true, for education ; but that must be

attributed to its distance from the centre of Europe, to the dearness

of provisions, to the celebrity of Gottingen, Jena, Halle, and Leipsic,

the vast and inestimable establishments possessed by these universities,

and to their magnificent libraries, compared to which that of Kiel,

more recently formed, though already rich^must be placed in a

secondary rank. The climate of Kiel is not rigorous ;
its situation is

pleasant ; the viands are good and salubrious ;
and the society more

mixed and agreeable than is common to universities.

Holsttin lias no particular
code. The knowledge of its laws forma

a most immense and complicated science; as it does through all

Germany, Prussia only excepted. The towns generally
follow the

code of Lubeck } the country conforms to the ancient Saxoa code.

But besides these, there is the Roman Law, the Canon Law, the

Imperial Law, with ordinances innumerable, and charters relative to

municipal tights.
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In quality of Sovereign of this Dutchy, the King of Denmark ha

a vote in the Diet of Ratisbon.

To afford an idea of the revenues of Government, it will be suffi-

cient to state, that the Dutchies of Sleswick and Holstein have neatly

the same extent and the same custom duties ; and, taking the years

1785 to 1787 as the basis of estimation, that they have annually

yielded 1,777,000 crowns.

The export trade of Holstein is greatly facilitated by the packet-

boats, that sail once a week from Kiel to Copenhagen, and the re-

verse. They carry passengers and merchandize j chiefly to and from

Hamburgh.
The famous Holstein canal, which, intersecting a part of the

country, forms a communication between the North Sea and the

Baltic, will very essentially influence both home and foreign trade.

The number of vessels passing this way annually increases.

FOREIGN POSSESSIONS OF DENMARK.

The sketch that has been given of the countries that Compose the

Danish Monarchy would be incomplete, were not a few words added

on its Foreign possessions. The most celebrated, though not perhaps

the most important, are those of Asia. Formerly the domain of the

East India Company, they now belong to Government, of which the

Company holds them in grant; so that the ships of individual

merchants are only allowed to trade on paying a certain tax. These

supply the wares of India sufficient for the consumption of Denmark,

and sell the remainder to foreign nations. The profits of Govern-

ment, if any, are inconsiderable. Tranquebar and its dependencies

yield only 60,000 crowns, while its maintenance exceeds 90,000*
Frederics Nagor affords about 8000 roupees, and costs about 25,000.

Government covers the expence by the sale of passports and the tax

on ships allowed to trade. The Missionaries sent by Government to

convert the Indians have shed seeds of information among them, the

produce of which cannot but be salutary ; and a Society was estab-

lished, in 1789, to spread industry and instruction through the

country, from which very advantageous consequences may be ex-

pedled.
'

The Danish establishments in Africa afford gold, ivory, and slaves,

It becomes us, however, to remark, that Denmark was the first to-

abolish the slave trade. According to an ordinance of 1 79 1 , in 1 803
there will be a total cessation of this odious commerce, against which

the everlasting rights of reason and humanity raise their voice. The
maintenance of their possessions in Africa amounts to 30,000 crowns j

the revenues scarcely deserve to be mentioned.
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STANZAS
t

ON THE IATE VICTORY OP

ADMIRAL SIR JAMES SAUMAREZ.

AGAIN triumphant harps resound !

See westward from the Straits the flying Sails !

With coward haste they sweep the green profound,

And Spain her port inglorious hails ! -

Nor Gaul escapes proud heart-swoln Gaul,

Whose threats imperious menace England's coast,

Lifts up his giant voice to call

Allianc'd shame to flight, and mourns his recent boast*

Was it for this, insulting Foe,

Thou bad'st the world thy valour gaze,
When snatch'd by chance, from utter woe,

Thy vaunting glory spread its blaze ?

And Viftory ! and Vidory !

Was France's universal cry !

Tear from thy front the wither'd wreathf

The waves to British valour yield,

Nor let one idle whisp'ring breath

Tell where great LINOIS lies conceal'd.

Victorious SAUMAREZ! for thee

,
We wake the strings to songs of praise j

Beneath this huge o'er-shadowing tree,

Oft have been heard the poet's lays.

Haply from this majestic oak,

Whose trunk the Northern Storm defies,

The rended honours shall provoke
Some nymph whose lineage claims the skiec.

But, gentle Hamadryad, spare

The wreaths assign'd by Britain's vow,

He, whom united Navies fear,

Shall gird thy foliage round his b-pnour'd brovf.
i

Him shall an after-age admire!

His fame the British youth inspire

With ^British .emulation.
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So be our England ever seen,

What now she is, and still has been,

The great heroic Nation.

Strike the loud harp ! the notes prolong !

These deeds to heavenly strains belong.
Strike the loud harp ! rejoice ! rejoice !

And while from yon despotic lands

The savage threats are hurl'd, our voice

In rapturous Freedom greets the bands,

Who call'd to meet Invasion's host,

Not backward tread their native coast !

Who swear to die in Freedom's cause,

For England's King, and England's Laws !

August 3, 1801. C. J,

ODE
On the late Naval Engagement In the Bay of Algeziras, in which tht

French Navy was covered ivith Glory ! ! !

THE
Muse has heard the wondrous story.

That cover'd Gallia's flag with glory ;

The din of bells and Theatres

Has deafen'd all the Muse's ears :

Hark ! how their long insulted shore,

And longer silenc'd cannons roar.

From port to port, applauses swell the note,

And ship to ship resounds aye ! boat to boat !

Rehearse, Oh ! Muse, the mighty tale !

Why leoks each British tar so pale ?

Ah ! from his mouth why drops the quid ?

His thumb forget the pliant lid ?

Why, rivetted, as in a trance,

Survey the block'd-up ports of France ?

And as the flames of bonfires gild the skies,

Tears, that might launch a fleet, flow trickling from his eyes !

Oh ! sad disaster ! List, brave tar !

And, thund'ring cannons, cease your jar ;

Ye bards, no more exalt your style,

To tell the wonders of the Nile ;

Forget the pasting of ike Sound,

Or ships that conquer'd, though aground :

Far nobler prowess waits your heav'nly fire

Yours ! did I say ? I meas the Gallic lyre /
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Tho* shelter'd In a Spanish bay,

Thy ships, Oh ! France, unsbelter'd lay j

In vain the open main they shun,

In vain to forts or batt'ries run ;

Nor forts nor batt'ries can appal
Destructive shells nor furnac'd ball r

No fears the breast of Albion's sons invade,

These for her foes alone and her defence were made.

Ah ! what avails the Spanish arm,

Or friendly interposing calm ;

The tars of Albion still deride

The world and elements allied ;

And their dismasted squadron too

No longer now had been a foe :

No more essay'd its destin'd course to shape,
Nor dar'd again with glory ! to escape.

But what a fatal accident ,

Has Albion's Navy to lament,

When least she fear'd the routed^ ;

To stumble on ijiend below :

Her Hearts of Oak her very soul

Encounter'd by a Spanish shoal-r-

An English ship aground ? Let Frenchmen scoff,

While bards in wonder tell how LINOIS got her off ! I!

But oh ! what strains can equal deeds

So great ! that e'en the laurell'd weeds

Would blush upon the victor's brow ;

The viftors !< they're the French I trow ?

'The glory only do they claim ?

We envy not the empty name :

Proud in her heroes, Britain claims their birth,

And estimates her Glory by their worth.

J. M.

9*0 Admiral LINOIS, on his late Improvement ofNatal Tactift!

HPO mar our skill, fam'd LINOIS, tfvou hast found
* A certain way, by fighting ships PR ground;

Fix deep in sand thy center, van, and rear,

Nor e'en St. VINCENT, DUNCAN, NHLSOW, fear;

While o'er the main Biitannia's thunder rolls,

She leaves to thee the Trident of the Sheajt {
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ODE.

VAIN
arc thy threats, oh ! Gallia, vain thy boast .'

To crush fair Freedom in her native isle,

To land thy lawless sons on Albion's coast,

And doom us victims to despair and toil :

1 hy threats we laugh at, and despise thy power,
The foolish phantoms of the passing hour ;

For know, Britannia's sons, by Freedom fired,

Despise all danger ; dauntless still in death,

With native courage are their hearts inspired,

They part with Freedom only with their breath.

Yet Britain brooks not an insulting foe,

But calls her sons to aid her just disdain ;

See at her call, a band of heroes go,

And NELSON leads the viftors o'er the main :

NELSON, whose name by Fame's loud trumpet blown !

From Albion's coast, to Egypt's shores is known ;

Whose deeds recording Time shall ever tell

A pleasing theme to grace th* historic page-
While future heroes, at thy name shall swell

With double ardour, in some distant age.

Unnerv'd by fear behold the dastard Foe,

Their boasted armament in flames they view,

Destruction stalks around, while Britons glow
With native courage, and the fight renew :

Tremendous thunders roll on every side,

And crush the hopes of Gallia's haughty pride :

Unmov'd the gallant Chief 'midst danger stands,

Direcls the battle, and his thunder pours,

And gives a lasting proof to foreign lands,

That British vengeance still can reach their shores,

to thee we every tribute owe !

May Time prolong thy days and peace attend !

May sweet Content her choicest gifts bestow ?

And every bliss to bless thy age contend !

Long may'st thou live, and live to every joy,

Nor envious malice e'er thy peace destroy ;

And when arriv'd at Nature's furthest goal,

Gently resigned, and fearless still of death.

May happier realms receive thy patriot soul

Thy country's greatest loss will be thy parting breath !

T. G. I,
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AN OLD BRITISH HULK\ AD71CS.
TO THE FRENCH GUN-BOATS.

YE little gun-boats, now so gay,
At Boulogne, Dunkirk, Calais,

Gravely attend to what I say.

Nor deem it poke in malice.

From long experience wisdom flows,

And knowledge is obtain'd ,

Thus I, you fairly may suppose,

By this time some have gain'd.

Tho' now reduced to a sheer-hulk,

Exempt from nobler duty,

I saw the day when my old bulk

Shone bright in naval beauty.

I saw the day, in youthful pride

(But now that day is ended!)

When, bounding o'er the billowy tide,

My country I defended.

Oft has it fallen to my lot

To join in bloody battle ;

Oft have I heard the thund'ring shot

Round my old oak ribs rattle ;

But ne'er since first I spread a sail,

Or cast a crooked anchor,

Did I see Albion's prowess fail

To baffle Gallic rancour.

Then, little gun-boats, stay at home,
Nor heed your tyrant's orders,

Do not, I now forewarn you, come

Near Britain's hostile borders J

But if, regardless of advice,

And deaf to admonition,

You will come mark it ! in a trice

Ye'U all go to perdition!

EPIGRAM.
OHOULD the French attempt our coast to land on,^ NELSON will leave them not a leg to stand on ;

Then, Paddy-like, they may all march away
If they don't choose upon our coast to stay,

And tell their country not afooting they could gain,

Fpr -without legs all landing was in vain.
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a letterfrom Rear,Admiral Sir James Saumartz, to Evan Nfpean,

sq. dated on board bis Majestys ship Cesar, at Gibraltar, the 6th of July.
SIR,

I
HAVE to request you will be pleased to inform my Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, that conformably to my letter of

yesterday's date, I stood through the Straits, with his Majesty's
squadron under my orders, with the intention of attacking three

French line of battle ships and a frigate, that I had received information
of being at anchor off Algeziras j on opening Cabareta Point, I found
the ships lay at a considerable distance from the enemy's batteries,
and having a leading wind up to them, afforded every reasonable hope
of success in the attack. I had previously directed Captain Hood, in

the Venerable, from his experience and knowledge of the anchorage, to
lead the squadron, which he executed with his accustomed gallantry,
and although it was not intended he should anchor, he found himself
wnder the necessity so to do, from the wind's failing (a circumstance
so much to be apprehended in this country), and to which circum-
stance I have to regret the want of success in this well-intended enter-

prise 5 Captain Stirling anchored opposite to the inner ship of the

enemy, and brought the Pompee to action in the most spirited and

gallant manner, which was also followed by the Commanders of every
ship in the squadron. Captains Darby and Ferris, owing to light
winds, were prevented for a considerable time from coming into
action

j
at length the Hannibal getting a breeze, Captain Ferris had

the most favourable prospect of being alongside one of the enemy's
ships, when the Hannibal unfortunately took the ground, and J am
extremely concerned to acquaint their Lordships, that, after having
made every possible effort with this ship and the Audacious, to
cover her from the enemy, I was under the necessity to make sail,

being at the time only three cables' length from one of the enemy's
batteries. My thanks are particularly due to all the Captains, Officers,
and men under my orders

j
and although their endeavours have not

been crowned with success, I trust the thousands of spectators from
his Majesty's garrison, and also the surrounding coast, will do justice
to their valour and intrepidity, which was not to be checked by the.

fire from the numerous batteries, however formidable, that surround

Algeziras. I feel it incumbent upon me to state to their Lordships
the

great merits of Captain Brenton, of the Caesar, whose cool judgment
and intrepid conduct, I will venture to pronounce, were never sur-

passed. J also beg leave to recommend to their
Lordships' notice

my Flag Lieutenant, Mr. Philip Dumaresq, who has served with m
from the commencement of this war, and is a most deserving Officer.

Mr. Lamborne, and the other Lieutenants, are also entitled to great
praise, as well as Captain Maxwell, of the Marines, and the Officers of
his corps serving on board the Caesar. The enemy's ships consisted
of two of eighty-four guns, and one of seventy-four, with a large

frigate j
two of the former are aground, and the whole are rendered

totally unserviceable. I cannot close this letter without rendering
the most ample justice to the great bravery of Captain Ferris ; the loss

>n his ship must have been very considerable, both in Officers and
ir.cn ; but I have the satisfaction to be informed, that his Majesty hap
net lost so vahiable an Officer. I have the honour to be, &c. &c.

JAMES SAUMAREZ.
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_The Hon. Captain Dundas, of his Majesty's polacre the Calpe, made
liis vessel as useful as possible, and kept up a spirited fire on one of
the enemy's batteries. I have also to express my approbation of
Lieutenant Janverin, Commander of the gun boats, who having joined
me with intelligence, served as volunteer on board the Cjesar.

Copy ofa letter from Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarex, dated on board hit

Majesty's ship Ca-sar, Gibraltar Mole, loth July, to Evan Nepean, Esq.

SIR,
I herewith enclose the copy of a letter from Captain Ferris, of his

Majesty's late ship Hannibal, which I request you will please to lay
before their Lordships j

and I have only to express my deep regret,
that his well-meant endeavours to bring his ship to close action should
have occasioned so severe a loss. J. SAUMAREZ.

SIR, i Algexiras, Juiy j.

I have little more to tell you of the fate of his Majesty's ship Hanni-
bal than yourself must have observed, only, that from the number of
butteries and ships, gun-boats, Sec. we had to encounter, our guns soon

got knocked up ;
and I found it was impossible to do any thing either

for the preservation of the ship, or for the good of the service, our boats,

sail:, rigging, and springs being all shot away ;
and having so many

killed and wounded, which will appear by the annexed list, I thought it

prudent to strike, and thereby preserve the lives of the brave men that

remained. Had I been successful in the view before me, previous to

the ship's taking the ground, my praises of the conduct of my Officers

and ship's company could not have exceeded their merits ; but I have,

notwithstanding, the satisfaction to say, that every order was observed
and carried into execution with that promptitude and alacrity be-

oming British Officers and Seamen. I am, &c.

(Signed) S. FERRIS.
Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, fifr.

A list of the killed and ivounded on board his Majesty's slips under the commonJ

of Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, Bart, in the attack of the Fren:b

squadron and Spanish batteries in Algeziras Bay, the 6th ofJuly.

C<tsar. William Grave, six seamen, two marines, killed
; George

William Forster, Boatswain, seventeen seamen, one boy, six marine?,

wounded} Richard Best, Master's Mate, seven seamen, missing.
Total 4.2.

Pompee. Mr. Roxburgh, Master, Mr. Steward, Midshipman, ten

seamen, three marines, killed ;
Richard Cheesman, Arthur Stapleton,

and Thomas Innes, Lieutenants, Mr. Curry and Mr. Hillier, Master's

Mates, J. Hibberd, Midshipman, fifty three seamen, ten marines,

wounded. Total 84..

Spencer. R.. Spencer, volunteer (ist class), five seamen, killed;

Jos. Chatterton, Midshipman, twenty-three seamen, three marines,

wounded. Total 33.
Venerable. W. Gibbons, Midshipman, seven seamen, killed ;

Sil-

vester Austin, and Martin Collins, Midshipmen, twenty seamen, three

jnarines, wounded. Total 33.

Hannibal.]. D. Williams, First Lieutenant of marines, David Lmd-

tey, Captain's Clerk, sixty-eight seamen, five marines, killed * licnt.

J. Turner, J. Wood, Master, A. Dudgeon, Midshipman, George Dun-

ford, Lieutenant of Marines, forty- four seamen, fourteen marines,

wounded ;
six seamen missing. Total 14.3.

Audacious. Eight seamen, killed
; J. W. Day, Lieutenant of marines,

twenty-five seamen, six marines wounded. Total 40.

Totd. 375 killed, wounded, and missing.
*' ' '

(Signed) J.
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, AUGUST I.

Cofy ofa letter from Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Duckworth, K. B. Commander
in Chiefof hts Majesty's ships and vesseis at the Lee<uiard Islands, to Eva*
Nepeax, Esq. dated Martinique, 6tb of June.

SIR,
I enclose, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, a letter from Captain Bland, of his Majesty's ship Heureux,
mentioning the capture of the French national schooner I/Egypte, of
16 guns, and 103 men, I am, &c. J. T. DUCKWOK i H.

SIR, His Majesty's ship VHeureux, Barbadoes, May 3 1 .

Cruising, according to your orders, for the protection of our com-
merce, and the annoyance of the enemy, his Majesty's ship, under my
command, captured, on the morning of the z8th instant, eighty leagues
to the windward of this island, after a chase of sixteen hours, and a

running fight which she maintained for three hours, in hopes to escape,
the French national schooner I/Egypte, of 16 guns, and 103 men.
She is copper bottomed, and said to be the fastest sailing vessel out of

Guadaloupe, from which island she had sailed thirteen days, and had
not made a capture. I am, Sir, &c<

Rear-Admiral Duckworth. LOFTUS OTWAY BLAND.

ADMIRAi/TY-OfFICE, AUGUST 3.

Lieutenant Philip Dumaresq, of his Majesty's ship Casar, arrived last night
with dispatchesfrom Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, Bart, ofiubicb
the following are copies :

SIR, C<esar, off Cape Trafalgar, July 13.
It has pleased the Almighty to crown the exertions of this squadron

with the most decisive success o/er the enemies of their country. The
three French line of battle ships disabled in the adion of the 6th inst.

off Algeziras, were, on the 8th, reinforced by a squadron of five

Spanish line of battle ships, under the command of Don Juan Joaquin
de Moreno, and a French ship of 74. guns, wearing abroad pendant,
besides three frigates, and an incredible number of gun-boats and
other vessels, and got under sail yesterday morning, together with his

Majesty's late ship Hannibal, which they had succeeded in getting off

the shoal on which she struck. I almost despaired of having a suffi-

cient force in readiness to oppose to such numbers, but, through the

great exertions of Captain Brenton, the Officers and men belonging to-

the Caesar, the ship was in readiness to warp out of the Mole yesterday
morning, and got under weigh immediately after, with all the squadron,
except the Pompee, which ship had not had time to get in her masts.

Confiding in the zeal and intrepidity of the Officers and men I had the,

happiness to serve with, I determined, if possible, to obstruct the

passage of this very powerful force to Cadiz. Late in the evening I

observed the enemy's ships to have cleared Cabareta Point, and at

eight I bore up with the squadron to stand after them. His Majesty's

ship Superb being stationed a-head of the Cassar, I directed Captain
Keats to make sail, and attack tbe sternmost ships in the enemy's rear,

using his endeavours to keep in shore of them. At eleven the Superb
opened her fire close to the enemy's ships, and on the Cjesar's coming
Up, and preparing to engage a three-decker that had hauled her wind,
she was perceived to have taken fire, and the flames having commu-
nicated to a ship to leeward of her, both were soon in a blaze, and

jxresented a m :>st awful si^jht. No possibility existing of offering tht
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least assistance in so distressing a situation,. the Cassar passed to close
with the ship engaged by the Superb j

but by the cool and determined
re kept upon her, which must ever refleft the highest credit on that

ship, the enemy's ship was completely silenced, and soon after hauled
down her colours. The Venerable and Spencer having at this time
come up, I bore up after the enemy, who were carrying a press of sail,

standing out of the Straits, find lost sight of them during the night.

^ blew excessively hard till daylight, and in the morning the only
ships in company were the Venerable and Thames ahead of the Caesar,
and one of the French ships at some distance from them, standing
towards the shoals of Con.il, besides the Spencer astern coming up.
All the ships immediately made sail with a fresh breeze ; but, as we
approached, the wind suddenly failing, the Venerable was alone able
to bring her to action, which Captain Hood did in the most gallant
manner, and had nearly silenced the French ship, when his main-mast
(which had been before wounded), was unfortunately shot away, and
it coming nearly calm, the enemy's ship was enabled to get off without

any possibility of followingJier. The highest praise is due to Captain
Hood, the Officers and men of the Venerable, for their spirit and

gallantry in the action, which entitled them to better success. The
French ship was an eighty-four, with additional guns on the gunwale.
This aftion was so near the shore, that the Venerable struck on one of
the shoals, but was soon after got off, and taken in tow by the Thames,
but with the loss of all her masts. The enemy's ships are now in

sight to the westward, standing in for Cadiz. The Superb and
Audacious, with the captured ship, are also in sight, with the Car-
lotta Portuguese frigate, commanded by Captain Crawfurd Duncan,
who very handsomely came out with the squadron, and has been of

thegreatesfassistance to Captain Keats, in staying by N
the enemy's ship

captured by the Superb. I am proceeding with the squadron for

Rosier Bay, and shall proceed the moment the ships are refitted to

resume my station. No praises that I can bestow are adequate to the

merits of the Officers and ships companies of all the squadron, parti-

cularly for their unremitted exertions in refitting the ships at Gibraltar,
to which, in a great degree, is to be ascribed the success of the

squadron against the enemy. Although the Spencer and Audacious
had not the good fortune to partake of this aftion, I have no doubt
of their exertion, had they come up in time to close with the enemy's
ships. My thanks are also due to Captain Holies, of the Thames, and
to the Hon. Captain Dundas, of the Calpe, whose assistance was par-

ticularly useful to Captain Keats in securing the enemy's ship, an<J

enabling the Superb to stand after the squadron, in case of having
been enabled to renew the aftion. I herewith enclose the names of thfc

enemy's ships. I have the honour to be, &c.
Evan Nepean, Esq. (Signed) J. SAUMAREZ.

List of the Spanish squadron that arrived at Cadizfrom Ferrol, on the i $tb of

April, under the command of Don Joaquin de Moreno (Lieutenant- General.)*

as Vice-Admiral, andproceeded to Algeziras Bay, the ytb of'July .

Real Carlos, of 112 guns, Captain Don J. Esquerra.
San Hermenegildo, of na guns, Captain Don J. Emparan..
San Fernando, of 94. guns, Captain Don J. Malina.

Argonaut, of 80 guns, Captain Don J. H:u-rer:i.

San Augustin, of 74 guns, Captain Don R. Jopete.

San Antonio, of 74. guns, under French colours, taken by t

Superb.
Wanton French lugger, of 12 guns.

VI. x
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The Admiral's ship the Real Carlos, and the San Hermenegildo,
were the two ships that took fire and blew up.

(Signed) J. SAUMAREZ.
SIR, Caesar, off Trafalgar, July 14.

I herewith enclose, for their Lordships' further inlbrrmttionr the
statement I have received from Captain Keats, to whom the greatest
praise is due for his gallant conduft on the service alluded to. Captain
Hood's merits are held in too high estimation to receive additional

Justre from any praises I can bestow; but I only do justice to my own
feelings when I observe, that in no instance have I known superior
bravery to that displayed by him on this occasion. I have the

V J.SAUMAKEZ.

SIR, Superb, cf Cafe Trafalgar, July i 3 .

Pursuant to your directions, to state the particulars of the Superb's
services last night, I have the honour to inform you, that in conse-

quence of your directions to make sail up to, and engage the sternmost
of the enemy's ships, at half past eleven I found myself abreast of a

Spanish three-decked ship (the Real Carlos, as appears by report of
some survivors), which, having brought in one with two other ships

nearly line abreast, I opened my fire upon her at not more than three

cables length ; thi? evidently produced good effecl, as well in this

ship as the others abreast of her, which son began firing on each

other, and at times on the Superb. In about a quarter of an hour, I

perceived the ship I was engaging, and which had loit her fore-top-
mast, to be on fire, upon which we instantly ceased to molest her, and
I proceeded on to the ship next at hand, which proved to be the San

Antonio, of 74. guns, and 730 men, commanded by the Chef de Divi-
sion Le Rey, under French colours, wearing a broad pendant, and

manned, nearly equal, with French and Spanish seamen, and which,
after some aftion (the Chief being wounded), struck her colours. I

earn, from the very few survivors of the ships that caught fire and
blew up (which, in an open boat, reached the Superb at the time she
was taking possession of the San Antonio), that in the confusion of

theaclion, the Hermenegildo (a. first rate also), mistaking the Real Carlos
for an en.emy, ran on board her, and shared her melancholy fate.

Services of this nature cannot well be expected to be performed
without some loss, but though we have to lament that Lieutenant ..

\Valler, and fourteen seamen and marines have been wounded, most
of them severely, still there is reason to rejoice that that is the extent
of our loss. I received able and active assistance from Mr. Samuel

Jackson, the First Lieutenant
;
and it is my duty to represent to you,

that the Officers of all descriptions, seamen, and marines, conducted
themselves with* the greatest steadiness and gallantry. I have the

honour to be, &c.
Sir James Saumarez, Bart, (Signed) R. G. KEATS.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, AUGUST 4.

Cofy ofa letter from the Hon. William Cornwall!s, Admiral of the Blue, &c>
to Evan Nepean, Esq. dated off Ushant, July 31.

SIR,
I have the honour to enclose to you, for the information of the

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter from Captain Hothani,
of his Majesty's ship the Immoi talite, acquainting me with his having
captured the four-masted French privateer therein mentioned. I have
the honour to be, &c. W. CORNWALLIS.
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SIR, Immortalite, at Sea, July jr.
I have the honour to inform you, that at one o'clock in the morning

of the i7th instant, in latitude 43 deg. 34 min. N. and long, n deg.
42 min. W. I had the good fortune to fall in with, and, at half past
seven, to

capture a remarkably fine and singularly constructed French

privateer, with four masts, named L'lnvention, carrying twenty-four
guns on a flush deck, and iio men. She is quite new had only left

iiourdeaux nine days before on her first cruise, and had taken nothing.
She is a beautiful vessel, on a plan entirely peculiar to herself, designed
by her Commander, Mr. Thibaut, and of extraordinary dimensions,

being 147 feet long, and twenty seven wide, each mast is rigged in
the usual manner, and she appears to me to answer perfeftly well.

During the chase, at day-light, his Majesty's ship Arethusa was seen

at a distance, who joined in the pursuit, and, from her situation,

greatly assisted me in capturing her. I have the honour to be, &c.
Hon. Admiral Cornwallis . H. HOTHAM.

Copy of a letterfrom Captain Manley Dixon, of his Majestfs ship Genereux,
to Evan Nefean, Esq. Secretary of the Admiralty, dated Port Mabon,

ytb June.
SIR,

I have the pleasure to transmit a copy of Lord Cochrane's letter

relative to the very spirited and brilliant a&ion with a Spanish xebeck

frigate. I have the honour to be, &c. MANLEY DIXON.
His Majestfs sloop Speedy, off Barcelona, (>tb May,

SIR, CasteUo fern, N^four miles.

I have the pleasure to inform you, that the sloop I have the honour
to command, after a mutual chase and warm aflion, has captured a

Spanish xebeck frigate, of 32 guns, twenty two long twelve pounders,
eight nines, and two heavy carronades, named the Gamo, commanded
by Don Francisco de Torris, manned by 319 naval Officers, -seamen,

supernumeraries, and marines. The great disparity of force render-

ing it necessary to adopt some measure that might prove decisive, I

resolved to board, and, with Lieutenant Parker, the Honourable Mr.

Cochrane, the boatswain, and crew, boarded
j when, by the impetuo-

sity of the attack, we forced them instantly to strike their colours. I

have to lament in boarding the loss of one man only ;
the severe

wounds received by Lieutenant Parker, both from musketry and the

sword, one wound received by the boatswain, and one seaman. I must
be permitted to say there could not be greater regularity nor more
cool determined conduc) shown by men, than by the crew of the

Speedy. Lieutenant Parker, whom I beg leave to recommend to their

Lordships' notice, as well as the Honourable Mr. Cochrane, deserve

all the approbation that can be bestowed. The exertions and good
conduct of the boatswain, carpenter, and petty officers, I acknow-

ledge with pleasure, as well as the skill and attention of Mr. Guthrie
ihe surgeon. I have the honour to be, &c.
M. Dixon, Esq. (Signed) COCHRANE.

List of killed, wounded, Gfr.

SpeeJfsforce at the commencement ofthe atJion.

Fifty-four Officers, men, and boys. Three killed, and eight Wounded.
Fourteen four-pounders (guns).

Canto'sforce at the commencement of the action.

274 Officers, seamen, boys, and supernumeraries; forty-fiire marines.
Total 319.
Don Francisco de Torris, the boatswain, and thirteen wen, killed j

forty-one wounded.
Thirty-two guns,
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Copy ofa letter from Captain Thomas Rogers, of his Majesty's skip Mercury,
to Evan Nepean, Esq. dated off the Tremite Islands, in the Adriatic, %-^d

June.

SIR,
I beg leave to enclose, for their Lordships' information, a copy of a

letter I have received ifrom Captain Ricketts of the Corso 3 as also of
one from myself to Lord Keith. I have the honour to be, c.

THOMAS ROGERS.

SIR, ElCorfo, off Manfredonia, May 27.
I have the honour to acquaint you, that this morning, at nine o'clock",

we captured, off Manfredonia, the Corivesse, a small vessel, mounting
one brass gun, commanded by M. Bernard du Bourdier, Lieutenant of
the Regeneree, who, with another officer, was carrying dispatches from
Alexandria to Anconu. I have the honour to be, &c.

Captain Rogers, &c. (Signed) W. RICKETTS.

MY LOR D, Mercury, offthe Tremite Islands in the Adriatic, i ^d June.
\ have the satisfaction to acquaint your Lordship with the capture of

a notorious French pirate, this afternoon, by the boats of the Mercury
and El Corso

;
he had taken refuge in the morning, when chased by

the Corso, among the rocks in the Tremite Islands, inhabited by a
few renegadoes only ;

and upon the Mercury's appearance, landed the

greatest part of his crew, who posted themselves, with a 4-pounder and

musketry, upon a hill, to defend the vessel, close to which she lay

aground, with hawsers fast to the shore ; notwithstanding this advan-

tageous position, the boats under the command of Lieut. Mather, of
the Mercury, rowed in with great intrepidity, exposed to a smart fire

of grape and mufketry from the vessel and the hill, while the Mercury
and Corso awed the enemy by firing what guns could be brought to

bear upon him
;
and we had the satisfaction to see our people very gal-

lantly board the vessel, and land at the same time to drive the banditti

from the hill, in which they fortunately succeeded, without the loss

of a man; and Lieutenant Wilson, with the party of marines, main-
tained the position, while the seamen hove the vessel off the rocks, and

brought her out, with several prisoners taken up the hill. She is a

Tartan, called Le Tigre, fitted out at Sinigalia, but last from Anconn,
mounts eight six and twelve ponnders, and had a crew of 60 French
and Italians

;
the plunder found on board this vessel is sufficient evi-

dence of her character, consisting of bales of cotton, and other goods
taken from vessels of different nations. I have the honour to be, &c.

Lord Keith, &c. (Signed) T.ROGERS.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, AUGUST 8.

C.opy ofa Letterfrom Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B. Vice Admiral of the Biue,
&c. to Evan Nepean, Esq. dated on board his Majesty's skip Medusa, off

Boulogne, tbf $tb instant*

SIR,
The enemy's vessels, b.figs, and flats, (lugger rigged,) and a schooner,

twenty-four in number, were this morning, at day light, anchored in

a line in front of the town of Boulogne ;
the wind being favourable for

the bo'mbs to act, I made the signal for them to weigh, and to throw
shells at the vessels, but as little as possible to annoy the town 5 the

Captains placed their ships in the best possible position, and in a few
hours three of the flats and a brig were sunk

;
and in the course of the

morning six were on shore, evidently much damaged ; at six in the

evening, being high water, live of the vessels which had been agrounc^
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hauled'with difficulty into the Mole, the others remained under water;
I believe the whole of the vessels would have gone inside the pier but
tor want of water. What damage the enemy has sustained, beyond
what we see, is impossible to tell. The whole of this ajfair is of no
further consequence than to shew the enemy they cannot, with im-
punity, come outside their ports. The Officers of Artillery threw the
shells with great skill, and I am sorry to say that Captain Fyers, of the

Royal Artillery, is slightly wounded in the thigh by the bursting of
an enemy's shell, and two seamen are also wounded. A fiat gun-vessel

this moment sunk. I am, &c.
&c_ NELSON and BRONTI.

Copy of a Letterfrom Captain Mudge, Commander of kir Majesty''! Ship La.
Constance , to Evan Nepeaa, Esq. dated at Sea, the zlth July.

SIR,
I beg you to acquaint my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,

that at ten yesterday morning, Cape Ortegal South four miles, a large
brigand lugger hove round the Point, tracing the shore within a quarter
of a mile, running down before the wind

; relying on the Spanish charts
I had in my possession, I run so close to the Firgu rocks, as to oblige
them to run through the inner channel, both receiving the broadside
as they passed. The Stork, which was beating up, stood into the Bay,
and by a well directed fire! obliged the brig to run on the rocks directly
under a high cliff, which was defended by the militia of the country,
who kept up a constant but ill-directed fire. Lieutenant Stupart, of

Jhis ship, with the several boats of the Stork, &c. gallantly pushed in,
and hove her off without loss

;
me proved to be the El Cantara priva-

teer, mounting eighteen eighteen-pounders, and four sixes, with no
men, had left Corunna the night before, (with the lugger often guns,
which I also captured,) and had taken nothing. I am, &c.

ZACHARY MUDGE.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, AUGUST 18.

Copy of a Letterfrom Lord discount Nelson, K. B- Pice-Admiral of the Blue,

&c. to E<van Nepea.'i, Esq. dated on board the Medusa, offBoulogne, Aug. id.

SIR,

Having judged it proper to attempt bringing, off the enemy's flotilla,

moored in the front of Boulogne, I directed the attack to be made by
four divisions of boats, for boarding, under the command of Captains
Somerville, Cotgrave, Jones, and Parker ;

and a division of howitzer
boats under Captaiw Conn. The boats put off frc-m the Medusa at half

past eleven o'clock last night in the best possibje order, and before one

o'clock this morning the firing began, and I had, from the judgment
of the officers, and the zeal and gallantry of every man, the most per-
fect confidence of complete success ; but the darkness of the nighf,
with the tide and half tide, separated the divisions, and from all not

arriving at the same happy moment with Captain Parker, is to be at-

tributed the failure of success ;
but I beg to be perfectly understood

that not the smallest blame attaches itself to any person ;
for althoug.1i

the divisions did not arrive together, yet each (except the fourth divi-

sion, which could not be got up before day) made a successful attack
on that part of the enemy they fell in with, and actually took possession
of many brigs and flats, and cut their cables, but many of them being

aground, and the moment of the battle's ceasing on board them, tlie

vessels were filled with vollies upon volHes of mufketry, the enemy
being perfectly regardless of their own men, who must have suffered

equally with us, it was therefore impossible to remain on board, even.
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to burn them ; but allow me to say, who have seen much service th

war, that more determined persevering covirage I never witnessed, and
that nothing but the impossibility of being successful, from the causes

I have mentioned, could have prevented me from having to congratu-
late their Lordships ;

but although in value the loss of such gallant and

good men is incalculable, yet, in point of numbers, it has fallen ihort

of my expectations. I must also beg leave to state, that greater zeal

and ardent desire to distinguish themselves by an attack on the enemy
was never shewn than by all the captains, officers, and crews of all the

different descriptions of vessels under my command. The Commanders
of the Hunter and Greyhound revenue cutters went in their boats in,

the most handsome and gallant manner to the attack. Amongst the

many brave men wounded, I have, with the deepest regret, to place the

name of my gallant good friend and able assistant Captain Edward T.
Parker j also my Flag-Lieutenant Frederick Langford, who has served
with me many years ; they were both wounded in attempting to board
the French Commodore. To Captain Gore, of the Medusa, I feel the

highest obligations ; and when their Lordfliips look at the loss of the

Medusa on this occasion, they will agree with me, that the honour of

my Flag, and the cause of their King and Country, could never have
been placed in more gallant hands. Captain Bedford of the Leyden,
with Captain Gore, very handsomely volunteered their services to serve

under a master and commander
;
but I did not think it fair to the lat-

ter, and I only mention it to mark the zeal of those officers. From the
nature of the attack only a few prisoners were made

; alieutenant, eight
seamen, and eight soldiers, are all they brought olf. Herewith I send
the reports of the several commanders of divisions, and a return of
killed and wounded. I have the honour to be, &c.

NELSON and, BRONTI.
P. S. Captain Somerville was the senior master and commander era-

ployed.

MY LORD, Eugenie, off Boulogne, Aug. 16. 1801.

In obedience to your Lordship's direction to state the proceedings of
the first division of boats which you did me the honour to place under

ftjy command, for the purpose of attacking the enemy's flotilla in tht

Bay of Boulogne, I beg leave to acquaint you, that after leaving the
Medusa last night, I found myself, on getting on shore, carried consi-

derably by the rapidity of the tide to the eastward of the above-men-
tioned place; and finding that I was not likely to reach it in the order

prescribed, I g:ive directions for the boats to cast each other off. By so

doing, I was enabled to get to the enemy's flotilla a litrle before the

dawn of day, and, in the best order possible, attacked, close to the pier

bertd, a brig, which, after a sharp contest, I carried. Previous to so

doing her cables were cut
;
but I was prevented from towing her out

by her being secured with a chain, and in consequence of a vtry heavy
fire of mufketry and grape shot that was direfted at us from the fliore,

three luggers, and another brig within half pistol shot, and not seeing
the least prospecl of being able to get her off, I was obliged to abandon

her, and. push out of the Bay, as it was then completely day-light.
The undaunted and resolute behaviour of the officers, seamen, and

marines, was unparalleled ; and I have to lament the loss of several of
those brave menj a list of whom I enclose herewith. I have the honour
to be, &c.

Ltrdriscaant Nelson, K. B. P. SOMERVILLE.
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MY LORD, Medusa, off Boulogne, Aug. 16.
After the complete arrangement which was made, the perfect good

understanding and regularity with which the boats you did me the
honour to put under my command left the Medusa, I have an anxious

feeling to explain to your Lordship the failure of our enterprise, that,
on its outset, promised every success. Agreeable to your Lordship's
instructions, I proceeded with the second division of the boats under
my direction (the half of which were under the direction of Lieut.
Williams, senior of the Medusa), to attack the part of the enemy's
flotilla appointed for me, and at half past twelve had the good fortune
to find myself close to them, when I ordered Lieut. Williams, with his

subdivision, to push on to attack the vessels to the northward of me,
while I, with the others, run alongside a large brig off the Mole Head,
xvearing the Commodore's pendant. It is at this moment that I feel

myself at a loss for words to do justice to the officers and crew of the

Medusa who were in the boat with me, and to Lieut. Langford, the
officers and crew of the same ship, who nobly seconded us in the barge,
until all her crew were killed or wounded

j
and to the Hon. Mr. Cath-

cart, who commanded the Medusa's cutter, and sustained the attack
with the greatest intrepidity, until the desperate situation I was left

in obliged me to call him to the assistance of the sufferers in my boat.

The boats were no sooner alongside than we attempted to board ; but
a very strong netting, traced up to her lower yards, baffled all our en-

deavours, and an instantaneous discharge of her guns and small arms,
from about 200 soldiers on her gunwale, knocked myself, Mr. Kirby,
the Master of the Medusa, and Mr. Gore, a midshipman, with two
thirds of the crew, upon our backs into the boat, all either killed or

wounded desperately. The barge and cutter being on the outside,
sheered off with the tide, but the iiat boat, in which I was, hung along-
side, and as there was not an officer or man left to govern her, must
have fallen into the hands of the enemy, had not' Mr. C?thcart taken

her in tow, and carried her off.

Mr. Williams led his subdivision up to the enemy with the most in-

trepid gallantry, took one lugger, and attacked a brig, while his crews,
I am concerned to say, suffered equally with ourselves, nearly the

whole of his boat's crew were killed or wounded ;
Lieuten uit Pelley,

who commanded the Medusa's launch, and the Hon. Mr. Maitlan.l,

midshipman, were severely wounded j
and Mr. W. Bristow, master'*

mate in the Medusa's cutter, under Lieut. Stewart, was killed.

I now feel it my duty to assure your Lordship, that nothing could

surpass the zeal, courage, and readiness of every description of officer

and man under my command ;
and I am sorry that my words fall short

of their merits, though we could not accomplifh the object we were

ordered to. I have the honour to be, &c.
Lord discount Nelson, 3c. (Signed) EDWARD T. PARKER.
MY LORD, Gannet, Aug. 16, 1801.

On the night of the i5th instant, the third division of boats' which I

had the honour to command, assembled on board his Majesty's ship

York, agreeable to your Lordship's directions, and at eleven P. M. by

signal from the Medusa, proceeded, without loss of time, to attack the

enemy's flotilla, off Boulogne, as direcled by yonr Lordship ;
and as I

thought it most advisable to endeavour to reduce the largest vessel

first, I lost no time in making the attack ;
but in consequence of my

leading the division, and the enemy opening a heavy fire from sevej-al

batteries, thought it advisable to give the enemy as little time as

possible, cut the tow-rope, and did riot wait for the other boats, SB



GAZETTE LETTERS.

that it was some little time before the heavy boats could get up ;

received so many shots through the boat's bottom, that I soon found
feer in a sinking state, and as it was not possible to stop so many shot

.holes, was obliged with the men to take to another boat, and have the

pleasure to acquaint your Lordship, that I received particular support
from the boats of his Majesty's ship York, which soon came up with
the rest of the division I had the honour to command

;
but finding no

prospect of success, and the number of men killed and wounded in
the different boats, and the constant fire from the shore of grape and
small arms, thought it for the good of his Majesty's service to withdraw
the boats between two and three in the morning, as we could not
board her, although every effort was made.

I have the honour to be, Sec.

(Signed) ISAAC COTGRAVE.
Lord Viscount Nelson, K, B.

MY LORD, His Majesty^ Ship Isis, Sunday, August 16, 1801.
In consequence of directions received from your Lordship, I last

night, on the signal being made on board the Medusa, left this ship
with the boats of the fourth division, formed with two close lines, and

immediately joined the other divisions under the stern of the Medusa,
and from thence proceeded to put your Lordship's order into execution,

attacking the westernmost part of the enemy's flotilla
;
but notwith-

standing every exertion made, owing to the rapidity of the tide, we
could not, until near day-light, get to the westward of any part of the

enemy's line ; on approaching the eastern part of which, in order to
assist the first division then engaged, we met them returning. Under
these circumstances, and the day breaking apace, I judged it prudent
to direct the officers commanding the different boats to return to their

respective ships. > I have the honour to be, &c.
ROB. JONES.

P. S. None killed or wounded on board any of the fourth division.'

Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B.

MY LORD, Discovery, off Boulogne, Aug. 16, iSoi.
I beg leave to make my report to your Lordship of the four howitzer

boats that I had the honour to command in the attack of the enemy
last night. Having 'led in to support Captain Parker's division, keeping
between his lines until the enemy opened their fire on him, we keeping
on towards the pier until I was aground in the headmost boat, then

opened our fire, and threw about eight shells into it
; but, from the

strength of the tide coming out of the harbour, was not able to keep
off the Pier Head, but continued our fire on the campi until the

enemy's fire had totally slackened, and Captain Parker's division had

passed without me. I beg leave to mention to your Lordship, that I

was ably supported by the other boats. Captain Broome and Lieut.

Beam, of the Royal Artillery, did every thing in their power to annoy
the enemy. The other Officers of Artillery were detached in the
other four howitzer boats. I have the honour to be, &c.

JOHN CONN.
Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B.

An Account of Officers, Seamen, and Marines killed and wounde.i in the boatf

of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the attack of the French Flotilla, moored,

before Boulogne, on the night ofthe i $tb of August.

FIRST DIVISION.

Leyden Eight seamen, three marines, killed ; five officers, twenty
seamen, fifteen marines, wounded. Total 51.

Eugenie Three seamen killed j
one officer, five seamen, wounded*

Total 9. i



GAZETTB LETTERS. 157

Jamaica One Officer, three seamen, killed
;

one Officer, four
seamen, four marines, wounded. Total 13.

SECOND DIVISION.
Medusa Two Officers, fourteen seamen, four marines, killed

;
five

Officers, twenty-four seamen, six marines, wounded. Total 55.
Queenboroueh Cutter One seaman, killed : six seamen, wounded.

Total 7.

Minx One Officer, wounded.

THIRD DIVISION.
York One Officer, z seamen, killed

;
one Officer, ten seamen, five

marines, wounded. Total 19.
Gannet One seaman killed

;
two seamen, wounded. Total 3.

FerriterTwo seamen, wounded.
Providence Two seamen, wounded.

Express Four seamen, wounded.

Explosion Qne seaman, killed
; two seamen wounded. Total 3.

Discovery One seaman, wounded.

FOURTH DIVISION.
None killed or wounded.
Total Four Officers, thirty-three seamen, seven marines, killed

;

fourteen officers, eighty-four seamen, thirty marines, wounded.
Total 172.

Names of Officers Killed and Wounded.

Leyden Lieutenants Thomas Oliver, Francis Dickenson, badly ;

Captain Young of the marines, badly; Mr. Francis Burney, Master's

Mate
;
Mr. Samuel

Spratley, Midshipman, wounded.

Eugenie Mr, William Basset, Acling Lieutenant, wounded.

Jamaica Mr. Alexander Rutherford, Master's Mate, killed j

Lieutenant Jeremiah Skelton, wounded.
Medusa Mr. William Gore, Mr. William Bristow, Midshipmen ;

killed; Captain Edward Thornbordugh Parker, Lord Nelson's Aid-

de-C:unp ; Lieutenants Charles Pelley, Frederick Langford ; Mr.
William Kirby, Master

; the Hon. Anthony Maitland, Midshipman,
wounded.
York Mr. Berry, Midshipman, killed

;
Mr. Brown, Gunner,wounded.

Mr. Richard Wilkinson, Commander of the Greyhound Revenue

Cutter, wounded, and one seaman belonging to the Greyhound
likewise wounded. NELSON and BRONTI.
Medusa , August 16, 1801.

of a Letter from Mr William Mofatt, Commander of the East India,

Company's ship the Phoenix , to Evan Nepean, Esq. dated in Sanger Road,
the Ttb ofFebruary 1801.

SIR,
I have the honour to enclose you, for the information of the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty, an extract of my letter to the Most
Noble the Governor General in Council at Fort William, respecting
the capture of the French privateer General Malartic, by the Honour-
able Company's ship Phcenix, under my command.

I have the honour to be, &c. &c.

WILLIAM MOFFAT.

MY LORD, Honourable Company's ship, Phoenix, Nov. 31, 1801.

J beg leave to inform your Lordships, that the Honourable Com.

pany's ship Phoenix, under my command, in lat. 2odeg. 15 min. north,

and long. 91 deg. 18 min. East, on the loth of November, at eighl

SJloUVi. Y
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A. M. captured the French privateer General Malartic, of 14. gtms,
two of them forty-two pound cannonades, and 120 men, commanded

by Citizen Jean Duterte
;
out five months from the Mauritius.

I have the honour to be, &c. &c.

WILLIAM MOFFAT.
TO the Moit Noble the Governor General in Council.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, AUG. 25.

Copy of a Letter from Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B. Pice-Admiral ofthe Blue,

&c. to E<van Nepean, sq. dated Doivtts, the 2 ^d injlant.

SIR,
Herewith I transmit you a letter which I have received from Captain

Rose, giving me an account of the boats of the several vessels under his

orders having burnt a quantity of pitch, tar, and turpentine, destroyed
three gun -boats, taken two launches, and a flat boat about forty-rive
feet long, and eighteen or twenty feet wide, mounted with one brass

eig!}t imh howitzer
;
this boat sunk astern of the Hound, The business

on the part of our boats was conducted with much spirit ; and much
pnise is due to Lieutenant Agassiz, of the Hound, and Lieutenant L.

Vescont, of the Jamaica, for their brave example on this occasion.

I have the honour to be, &c.

NELSON and BKONTI.
MY LORD, The Jamaica, at Sea, August 21, 1801.

I beg leave to acquaint you, that yesterday evening, at eight o'clock,

being at anchor off Estaples, I observed a. large fire to the S. S. E. and at

the same time a very heavy cannonade. I immediately got under weigh
with the vessels under my orders, and ran down to it. About ten I

spoke Captain Sanadine, of the Hound, who informed me that the fire

proceeded from a cargo of pitch and tar, belonging to a vessel wrecked
on the coast some time ago, which the boats of the Hound and
Mallard had set fire to

;
and that six fiat boats had come out of Saint

Vallery that afternoon, which he forced on shore, and then lay hauled,

upon the Beach. 1 accordingly this morning sen.t the boats of the Ja-

maica, Gan net, and Houqd, together with those of the gun-brigs, to

endeavour to cut them out, under the direction of Lieutenant Agassiz,,
of the Hound

;
at the same time standing in with the different vessels,

in order to cover the boats from the fire of the militar) and five field

pieces, posted behind the sand-hills on shore. I am happy to acquaint
your Lordship that they succeeded in bringing off three

;
the others

had been previously scuttled, so as to render it impossible to remove
them

;
however the boats damaged them as much as the time would

admit of. 1 cannot sufficiently praise the gallantry and zeal of
Lieutenant Agassiz, of the Hound, and Lieutenant L. Vescont, of the

Jamaica, with the officers and men employed on this service. An-
nexed I transmit a list of our loss

;
and have the honour to be, &c.

JONAS ROSE.
Jamaica. Daniel Brocklesby, seaman, killed.

Gannet. William Warren, seaman, wounded.
Bound. Thomas Hamblin, Midshipman, wounded,
Tygress. Anthony Judd, seaman, slightly wounded.
Mallard. Juhn Bucy, seaman, slightly wounded.

.^.^^
The Committee of Underwriters at Lloyd's Coffee-house, have voted

a large Silver Cup, value 170!. to be
presented to Captain HUGH

CROW, of Liverpool, For his gallant defence of the Will against a

French privateer, on her passage from the Coast of Africa to Jamaica^
an Feb. 1800.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS FOR AUGUST iSoi.

E various events ot" which tire month of August has been pro-
Jl ductive, have assumed a peculiarity of feature, equally interesting
and honourable to the naval prowess of Great Britain. In nation.il as

in individual characler, it is not to the successful issue of an enterprise,
or the value of the acquisition, that we attach our estimation, but to

the energy, perseverance, and skill displayed in the attainment of the

object.

Although the capture from the enemy off the coast of Spain did not
more than compensate our loss, yet the steady valour with which the
combat in Algeziras Bay was continued, under circumstances of un-
common difficulty, the unremitting exertion and professional ability
shewn in refitting the ships after the aftion of the 6th, joined to the

gallantry and good conduct evinced during an attack on the combined
fleet of more than double its number, will ever rank the proceedings of
the squadron under Sir James Saumarez among the first of our naval

achievements.
Nor have our expeditions near home been productive of less honour

to those engaged in them, and advantage to the country, notwith-

standing they were unattended with merited success. The failure WAS
attributable to no circumstance that could reflect the least discredit on

any one cancerned. The enemy owe their safety, not to the skill of
their seamen, the valour of their soldiers, or the strength of their bat-

teries, but to means of defence, which nothing but a consciousness of

the superior intrepidity and talents opposed to them could induce them
to adopt ; they were chained to the shore. In situations where it was

possible to surmount the obstacles, neither the presence of the combined
Meet, or the fire from the forts, could oppose an effectual resistance

to the persevering bravery of British seamen ; and we are confident to

adopt the words of the gallant Nelson :
" The moment the enemy

" cast off the chains which fix their vessels to the ground, th:it moment
" will they be conducted to a British port, or fent to the bottom."
These daring attacks have eventually succeeded in obliging the

enemy to direct their attention, rather to the defence of their own
coast, than the invasion of this country.
The battle of Algeziras, and the affairs offBoulogne, although they

may be trumpeted forth by the French Government, as covering their

marine with glory, must be regarded even by their own troops as de-
cided proofs of their inferiority. The humiliating circumstance of run-

ning ships aground, and chaining gun-boats to the shore, as means of

defence, cannot escape the commonest observer. And with what con-
fidence will soldiers embark under the protection of a flotilla, that dares

not, even when covered by batteries, and on their own coast, await an

attack, without having recourse to measures of precaution equally

degrading to them and honourable to their assailants.

Flattering as these reflections must be to Englishmen, it is an addi-

tional satisfaction to find, that our rulers have not depended on nival

superiority alone, but called forth the energy of the country, which ap-

pears so well to second the arrangements made for internal defence,
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that we look with confidence to the result of any desperate attempt the

enemy may have in contemplation.
The long wished-for dispatches from Egypt are as satisfactory as could

be expected. The incessant toil and steady bravery of our soldiers and
seamen, led by officers of acknowledged abilities, have been crowned
with merited success. The surrender of Cairo to the combined forces
assures the speedy reduction of Egypt ;

an event which, both from the
immediate security it affords to our oriental possessions, and the more
distant prospect of commercial advantage, is of incalculable importance
to the welfare of the Empire.

^,^>

LATE ATTACKS UPON BOULOGNE.
LORD NELSON'S ADDRESS to his SQUADRON, after the First Attack

upon the Flotilla at Boulogne.

Medusa, off Boulogne, Aug. 5.

Lord Nelson has reason to be very much satisfied with the Captains of
the bombs, for their placing of the vessels yesterday ;

it was impossible
that they could have been better situated, and the artillery officers

have shewn great skill in entirely disabling ten of the armed vessels

out of tvventy-foor opposed to them, and many others, Lord Nelson

believes, are much damaged. The Commander in Chief cannot avoid

noting the gre,at zeal and desire to attack the enemy in a closer and
different combat, which manifefted itself in all ranks of persons, ami
which Lord Nelson would gladly have given full scope to, had the at-

tempt at this moment been proper; but the officers and otliei s may rely,
that an early opportunity shall be given them for shewing their judg-
ment, zeal, and bravery. The hired and revenue cutters kept under
sail, aad performed the duty entrufted to them with a great deal of skill.

(Signed) NELSON and BRONTI.

LORD NELSON'S Address after the Second Attack.
" Medusa, Do-ions, Aug. 18.

Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson has the greatest satisfaction in sending
to the Captains, Officers, and Men under his command, that were em-
ployed in the late attempt on the enemy's flotilla oft" Boulogne, an
extract of a letter which he has received from the First Lord of the Ad-
miralty, not only approving of their zeal and persevering courage, but

bellowing the highelt praise on them.
The Vice-Admiral begs to assure them, that the enemy will not have

long reason to boast of their security j for he trusts, ere long, to assist

them in person in a way which will completely annihilate the whole of
them. Lord Nelson is convinced, that if it had

1

been possible for men
to have brought the enemy's flotilla out, the men that were employed
to do so would have accomplished it. The moment the enemy have
the audacity to cast off the chains which fix their vessels to the ground,
that moment Lord Nelson is well persuaded they will be conducted by
his brave followers to a British port, or sent to the bottom.

(Signed) NELSON and BRONTI.

(COPY.)
EXTRACT of a LETTER from Earl ST. VINCENT, to Lord Viscount

NELSON, K. B. dated the i?th instant.

It is not given to us to command success. Your Lordship, and the

gallant officers and men under your orders most certainly deserve it j

and I cannot sufficiently express my admiration of the zeal and perse-
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vering courage with which this gallant enterprise was followed up }

lamenting most sincerely the loss sustained in it. The manner in
which the enemy's flotilla was made fast to the ground,and to each other*
could not have been foreseen. The highest praise is due to your Lord-
ship, and all under your command, who were actors in this gallant
attempt.

Copy ofa Letterfrom Ross Donnelly, Esq. Captain ofthe MaUstone, to Cbarks

Cunningham, Esq. Captain of the Glyde, Senior Officer, and Commander of
his Majesty's Ships and Vends of War between Havre and the Isle o/Bas.

SIR, Maidstone, August 17.

Yesterday the Basilisk and Bloodhound being at anchor to maintain
their stations, between Barfleur and Mareou, observed the enemy,
consisting of two brigs, and seventeen gun-vessels, endeavouring to

get round the former cape, upon which they made the signal to me,
As we were lying further to the southward, we weighed at one P. M.
with a light breeze to the eastward, which had just sprung up, and
gave chase. The enemy perceiving us, and the ebb-tide having begun
to make, run within the reef in the Bay to the westward of the cape.
The Basilisk and Bloodhound stood in after them, and anchored upon
the reef in two fathoms, just within a range of their long eighteen-
pounders, where they maintained a spirited cannonade

; the enemy
having placed themselves close in with the beach, under cover of the

ir.ittery and some field-pieces. Finding it impossible for us to approach
within reach of our twelve pounders, Cwhich in this species of service

we have found of little use), I made the signal to recal them, and
stood off and on. Observing we were losing ground, I made the signal,
and anchored at six P. M. At half past seven, the young flood making
close in shore, the enemy weighed, and rowed round the light-house,
within a cable's length. It was impossible for us to follow them, the

wind and tide being againft us : we could not weigh till eight, when
we made sail in pursuit of them with the wind southerly, and beat up
towards Mareou, while the flood lasted. We reached these islands in

the morning, and sent boats in every direction, to ascertain where the

enemy had gone. In the evening they returned, with intelligence, that

the enemy were not in Isigny, nor within Li Hogue ;
we therefore

concluded, that they either had run back to Cherbourg in the night, or,

contrary to their cullom, 'flood to sea, and pulhed on for Port Basin,
while we were working in shore j I therefore plyed to windward for

that port.
August 1 8.

This morning the brigs made the signal for the enemy off La Hogue;
upon reaching that place, I found three of their armed vessels, ami a

convoy which are bound to Cherbourg, moored close under the bat-

teries. I have left the brigs to watch their motions, while I proceed to

Port Basin. I sent one of the Mareou cutters yesterday to inform

Captain Newman of the enemy's movements.
Herewith I send Lieutenant Gooch's minutes of the affair he had with

the gun-vessel j
and I beg to say, he conducted himself with great

coolness and intrepidity. I have the honour to be, &c.

Cap. Cunningham, &c. *Ob$ DONNELLY.

When Lord Nelson sailed last to the Nore, instead of taking tl* :

Wai course, he chose to cross the Nazi, which had always been con-

sidered unnavigable for ships of war. This passage will la future be

tailed Nelson's Channel.
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BY THE KING.

A PROCLAMATION,
For pardoning such seamen and marines as have deserted, and shall

return into his Majesty's service on or before the first day of Sep-
tember next.

GEORGE R.
Whereas We are desirous to give all due encouragement to such sea-

men as may have deserted from any of our ships, and shall be willing
to return to our service : We have thought fit, by and with the advice
of our privy council, to publish this our royal proclamation, and do

hereby promise our most gracious pardon to all such deserters as shall

Repair on board any of our ships or vessels on or before the first day
if September next ; and we do hereby further promise our most gracious
pardon to all such seamen as having deserted are now belonging to some
one of our ships (in which ship they are hereby permitted to continue),
ind do declare that such deserters shall be entitled to receive all wages
that may be due to them in the ship from which they may have deserted,
at the time of such desertion

;
and we do also hereby promise our most

gracious pardon to all marines who may have deserted from our ser-

vice, and shall, on or before the said first day of September next, sur-

render themselves at the head-quarters of the marines established at

Portsmouth, Plymouth, or Chatham, or to any recruiting party of our
said forces ; and we do hereby declare, that all seamen and marines, so

surrendering themselves as aforesaid, shall be released and discharged
from all prosecutions, imprisonments, and penalties, commenced or

incurred by reason of any such offence
;
but we do hereby further de-

clare, that all such deserters, whether seamen or marines, who shall

not, on or before the said firft day of September next, surrender them-
selves onboard one of our shipsor vessels of war, or at the head-quarters
of the marines established at Portsmouth, Plymouth, or Chatham, or
to some recruiting party of-the said forces, or who shall hereafter ab-

sentthemselves from the ships to which they belong, or from the marine

quarters, without leave from their commanding officers, shall be tried

ata court martial, and being found guilty shall be deemed unfit objefts
of our royal mercy; and shall suffer the punishment of death, or such
other punishment as they shall be condemned to suffer by sentence of
the said court.

Given at our Court at Weymouth, the thirtieth day of July, one
thousand eight hundred and one, and in the forty-first year of
our reign.

GOD SAVE THE KING.

The difference in the national character of the Spaniards and English
was strikingly exemplified in the late glorious action. When Captain
Keats, the gallant Commander of the Superb, perceived that the Spanish
hip with which he was: engaged was on fire, he ceased to molest her,
and went in pursuit of> foes better able to contend with him. On the

contrary, one of the Spanish ships, when it saw the other on fire, which
it considered as an English vessel, did all it could to aggravate the cala-

mity, and deprive it of all hopes of succour in such a dreadful moment.
The consequence was what such unnatural cruelty deserved j it

shared the fate which it so barbarously augmented ; while the French,
insensible of honour and humanity, meanly crowded all the sail they
could, to sneak into a port of the Ally whom they had deserted.

4.
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$afcal Courts; partial.

PORTSMOUTH, AUGUST 17.
A COURT Martial was held on board the Gladiator, in this harbour,
n Lieutenant CROAD, of his Majesty's ship De Riyter, for drunkenness.

Rear-Admiral HOLLOWAY, Prefident.

M. GREETHAM, Efq. Judge Advocate.

The charge being "proved, he was sentenced to be dismissed his

Majesty's service.

20. A Court Martial was held on board the same ship, on the Hon.
Captain JOHN MURRAY and his Officers, of his Majesty's late ship
Jafon, for the loss of that ship at St. Maloes. After a full investigation,
Captain Murray and his Officers were acquitted.
Same day, another was held on FRANCIS LONG, Carpenter of his

Majesty's ship Solebay, for drunkenness. The charge being proved, he
was jsentenced to be dismissed his Majesty"^ service.

A Court Martial was lately held on Lieutenant Colonel WINTER, of
the Marine Corps, in consequence of charges preferred against him by
Captain BERTIE, of the Malta.
After the proceedings of the Court were gone through, and submit-

ted for the approbation of the Admiralty, the sentence was made known,
of which the following is a copy :

" The Court is of opinion, whatever tendency the conversation might
have which passed between Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Winter and

Captain Bertie, which by no means is proved to the extent of the war-

rant, and which, nevertheless, might be good or bad, according to the

style or manner of its delivery ; as, by evidence adduced, it reached not
the ears of the men, and was, consequently, a conversation confined

xvholly to themselves, that Lieutenant Colonel Winter could have na
Cther objeft in view than the good of his Majesty's service

j
a senti-

ment the Court more readily adopt, from the very high and flattering

testimony which the witnesses have brought towards the establishment
of this principle in the Lieutenant Colonel.
" Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Winter is therefore fully acquitted of

the charge brought against him ;
the Court do therefore give him the

most honourable acquittal."

SHEERNESS, AUG. 22.

A Court Martial was held on board the Surprize frigate to try Lieute-

nant JOHN DIXON, Commander of his Majesty's hospital ship Union,

ort a charge of suffering liquor to be sold in the ship, after he had been

repeatedly informed of it, and had not taken proper steps to prevent it.

After the witnesses had been examined for the prosecution, which took

up a considerable time, the prisoner's defence been read, and the.

Court cleared, the Court, after mature deliberation, found that the

charge had in part been proved against him, and sentenced him to be

dismissed his Majesty's ship Union, and rendere4 incapable of serving
in any of his Majesty's ships again.

25. A Court Martial was held on board the same ship, on T.

WILLIAMS, a Quarter-Master of his Majesty's guard-ship Zealand,

for insolent behaviour to his superior Officer. He was ordered to be

dismissed his situation, and to^erve before the mast.

PLYMOUTH, AUG. 9.

A Court Martial was held on board the Cambridge, on the Boatswain

of the Uranie, of 44. guns, on a charge of drunkenness and negleft of

duty j which charges' being fully proved, he was reduced, from his situa*

tion, and turned before the mast.
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GALLANT ACTION IN INDIA.

BY the late India arrivals, we received the following details of a.

very gallant exploit performed by the boats of the squadron under

Captain Hotham, cruising off the Isle of France, in cutting out of the

inner harbour, the ship SeaNympb, under Hamburgh colours.

' This ship was discovered by the squadron early in the morning
close under Cannoneer's Point, with light airs of wind off the land ;

and notwithstanding every exertion of each ship, they could not

prevent her from getting close under the batteries ; although the

Lancaster fired several broadsides at her ; she was supported by a
number of shot from the shore, and the boats from the Privateers in

the harbour towed her into shelter about noon.
"

Captain Hotham was determined not to part with her, notwith-

standing they had succeeded so far, as to get her into the inner-har-

bour, protected by a chain of batteries and three privateers, ready
for sea. At sun-set, the boats of the Squadron were hoisted out, well

manned and armed, with volunteers; but notwithstanding every

precaution was used to prevent the enemy from perceiving our in-

tentions, it was soon made known to the Captain of the Port, that the

English had their boats out, and supposed for the purpose of cutting
out this ship. In consequence of which a party of forty soldiers was
sent on board her from the shore, and all the batteries manned, ready
to prevent a surprise ;

at the same time three boats were ordered from

Port, to tow her still farther up the Harbour.
" It appears from the Supercargo's account, that he was ordered to

go on board his ship by the Municipality, just as it was dark, when he
found his ship in possession of French troops, and the boats in the a6l

of towing her farther up ; that he had not been on board more than
six minutes, before the English boats were discovered dole along-fide,
and a dreadful fire was commenced on all ikies immediately j but in a

few minutes the British Tars had possession of her, and most of the

Frenchmen killed or wounded. They instantly cut the rope by which
the French boats were towing, and sent their own boats in their stead.

"
They towed the ship's head round, and made sail on her, the wind

being direft out
; upon which a tremendous fire was opened upon them

not only from the batteries, with shot and shells, but from the pri-

vateers, which they had to pass within pistol-shot. By the bravery and

good management of the British seamen, she was soon without their

reach, although the ship was much disabled, and her masts and rigging
cut to pieces, with the loss of eight seamen killed and wounded. The
first lieutenant of the Lancaster lost his arm

;
tlie slaughter of the

French was great, even from their own guns. She has arrived at the

Cape, with several other prizes of value."

BOMBAY, Jan. 31.
The Governor in Council, while lie sincerely regrets the loss of so

valuable an officer as Captain HALL, who fell in the late action of the

Intrepid with an enemy's privateer, in the Gulf of Persia, pays but a

jult tribute to the memory of this gallant commander, in declaring his

entire approbation of tht brave defence made by Captain Hall, against
the daring attacks of the enemy, who, with superior numbers, twice

attempted, but failed, to board the Company's cruizer. Lieutenant*
Smee and Best, with the other officers and men of the Intrepid, are also

entitled to the praise and thanks of the Governor in Council, tor the

whole of their conduct during this action. Lieutenant Smee, in pay-
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ticalar, for continuing the unequal conflict, after the foil ofhis gallant
commander, finally re-.misin^ tiie pnemy, and obliging him' to seek,

refuge in retreat. The Governor in Council, to mirk his Sfr.se of this

jaudible conduct, direoVi tU2 S'lperhiieiu'ant of M.irine to c:iu$e four
mouths pay to the Petty OiHcers and European seamen, and three
months pay to the sepoys an:i lascars, to he iriimedutely advanced thqpi,

;r:ituity for their exertions on the .occasion. Lieutenant Smee will

receive the pay of a junior Captain in the- Marine froai the day of his

gallant repulse of the ene-uy, viz. the azd November 1800, until jia

shall he regularly promoted in the line;
j
the Superintendent hein:; al,so

rii;-'.- led to employ the intermediate services or Lieutenant Smee in s

distinguished situations as his marine rank will admit of. The Super-
inrendant is also desired to report whether Captain HUH has left in this

settlement any family or connections, on whom the Governor in Coun-
cil could bestow some reco::i pence for their late lois. It being to him a

subject of sincere concern th.it this Officer has not survived to enjoy, in

person, the jnst reward of his bravery and meritorious exertions. Pub-
lished by order of the Governor in Council,

ROBERT RICKA.RDS, Sec. to Govr.

PLYMOUTH REPORT,
FROM JUI.V Ifo TO AUCiOiT 2J.

July 36. .Sailed the I'elicaq, of iS guns, Captain Thickness, with a convey
for the Downs. Ai-o for Halifax, the i-Ialifax, ot" 14 guns, with dispatches for

the Governor there. Came in the Doris, of 36 guns Captain Brisbane, wlio

set off express immediately far London, with dispatches for the Admiralty ;

he brought in with hi;n ; a Chevrctte, Frendi corvette of 24 guns, and 335

men; cut out from und^r the b.itteries of Cu.ir.iret Point near Brest, in the

most gallant style by thr, boats of the Robust::. 13oris, and Urauie, under the

oorniiuind of Lieurenaats Losatk, Neville, and Burke; the two latter wcitf

wounded, '.'vide Gazette Letters, page 61
; also page i?a).

i-j. Wind variable, Fair. This morning 23' of the badly wounded men
in the above adion, with Lieut. Burk'-j who was dreadfully hurt by a grape
shot in tlie back, were 1 aided at the Ro/ul b'o.spitu! "ier, and conveyed to

their respect ,ve wards, where every comfort WHS afforded them -which thii

noble institution ca:i fur;ii=h ; the 6 : wounded Frenchaie.i were conveyed in

bo us, with a flag of truce to the mutccnmst ship; the French ltt 92 uiep

kill-d 'i'his gallant business was effede-i amiJ.it the fire of several .heavy

batteries, and iu the sight of 30 sail of the lino.

28. Wind 3 S, E. Fair- Came in the Hyaena, of 24 guns, Captain J.loyd,

from oiF Copenhagen, last from Cork ; whe-e she loft the Wurnor, 1 yl*,

Bellona, Ganges. Defiance, Ruell, and Defence, of 74 guns each ; peh^n
of 44 guns, and ) Itham armed schooner, where they are. to visual, und th^n

proceed on a cruise. By letters from the fler.t, it appears that Lieutenant

Nt-wton, in the boats of the Nile cutter, of I 6 guns, attempting n a i

giliiiit manner fo cut out a brig from under the batteries in Doaarnancr,

Cay, in the adl of animating the men to pull in, was shot through the hfiift by

a musquet, and exp;red instantly ;
the fire was saheasy that th boats reti

without further loss.

29. Wind E. S. E. 'Came in the Prince George, of 98 guns Rear-Admiral

Cotton, and Prince, 98 guns Captain Earl Northesk, from the Cnunnfl iH-t,

and left them all well on the ayth instant. Sailed the Jioadicea, ot 41 guns,

Captain Rowley, with live bullocks for the Channel l&Fti \\cnt out ol

Dock the Dounegal, of 84 gun*, and L'Kcrcule, of 84 guns; to be fatfe

sion
; ou overhauling, the papers of i>a Ciicviettc, u ,py;rci

i, vi., /
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vas ho'jrd with trocps and storrs for Senegal, with her consort -La Guippf,
v hich riuring the acrh'on, cut and rail ipto Brest; an order was also found on
board from the Intcndant of Marine, directing in future, all men of war in

acbon to level the guns at the hull, and not at the rigging as heretofore,

instancing as a reason, the great slaughter on board L'Africain, in her adioa

jfith the Phcebe off Ceuia.

30. Wind E. S. E. Fair. The Spartiate. of 84 guns, and Canopus, of 4
puns; arc hauled alongside the Tetty i ead, previous to going into dock ; also

La Dediagneuse, of 36 guna An express came down this day to the Co le&or
arid Comptroller, which was for \\ardi-d to the port admiral, who immediately
ordered all the revenue vessels here ro join Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson's flotilla

at Dea). Came in the Captain, of 74 guns, Captain Sir R Mrachan, Bart. from.

Commodore Sir Edward i eliew's squadron, which he left all well offRochefort
the zjthinst. after a cruise of twenty weeks.

31. \VindE. S. E. Cloudy. By letters from the Channel Fleet, it appears
that the Ville de Paris, of HO guns, Honourable Admiral Cornwalli.s, last

Friday ran into the Outer Road of Brest, amidst a shower of shot and shells,
and plain'y reconnoitred the fleet ; forced two 74*3 to cut and run; t!v,-n

stood but again, and joirted the fleet. The Brixham Sea Fencibles, com-
manded by Captain Kinneer, have liberally subscribed 39!. us. to the fund
ar Lloyd's, f<;r the relief of the widows and orphans of those brave men, who
fell in the battle off Copenhagen ; they have volunteered their service to any
prrt of the coast, in case of invasion; the Lrixium trawl boat owners have

-Safldsomely offered their boats for the same laudable purpose. Came in the

Triumph, of 74 guns, Captain . Harvty, from the fleet.

Aiigmt i. Wind variable, Fair. The Donnegal, of 84 guns, and Hcrcule,
of 84 gun-, were this flay commissioned, the first by Captain Shortland, and
the iattrr by Captain Luke; they got their lower masts in this day. 1 he

'partrafe, of ?4 gum, al>*> "went into dock this afternoon. Came in the

Achilles, of 84 guns, Captain Buller. from the Channel Fleet. 1 etters from
ire -Ja^-cn, of 3!$ gtras, Ken. Captain Murray, witcked near bt. Maloes, state,

that, .th? officers and crew were all saved, though prisoners of war. Came in

the t hilcUr*, of 14 guns, Captain Crawford, from a cruise. Sailed the Speed-
well armd brig, Lieutenant Tomlinson, with dispatches for Admiral Lord
Gardner for Cork, to order a division of the Baltic Fleet there to sail to join
Rear-Admiral Sir J. Saumarez.

- a. \Vind W. N7
. W. Fair. Came in the Ijnmortalite, of 40 guns, Captaip

Hot'nam, with a beautiful French corvette, of 26 guns and 170 men, tailed

L Invention, of St. Waloch ; she is of a curious construction, and has four

matts completely rigged and tails as usual ; she was taken after a long
x&we.

CD*.J. WirdW. N. W. Fair. Came in the Louisa, of 14 guns,
Lieutenant

'Trtwcott, from Rear Admiral Sir Tames Saumarez, with dispatches which
tvere landed at Mount's Bay, on Hiday last w ith Lieutenant Dumaresq, who s>c

uif errrcjs to the Admiralty, (See Gazette, page 149.^ Came in from a cruise,

the Lrtnie, of 44 gunt>, Captain Cage; also the Defiance, 44 guns, Captaiu
:.li.man, from Cork. Went up the harbour, L'Invention, of 26 guns, and 4
masts; she is 148 feet long, and 25 feet beam, is an handsome ship, quite new,

-

being her fust cruise.

4. Wind W. N. W. Fair Came in a Spanish packet, of 6 guns, and jo
n;en, from the Hav-annah, with sugar, coffee, hides, &c. prize to the Amelia,
of 44 guns, Honourable Captaiu Herbert, for Feuol ;

also two French brig's,

with brandy, prizes to the Constance, of 24 guns, Captain Z. Mudge, ai i
'

ttork, 18 guns, Captain XV. Parker. Letters from on board the Caesar state,

that on Captain Ferris' s presenting his sword to Admiral Liuois on the

quarter-deck of the Formidable, he politely returned it, spying, so brave an
officer deserved to wear his tword ;

and sent a flag oi truce with Capt. Ferris,

Captain 1 ord Cochranc, and all the wounded men to Gibraltar, that could be
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J. V.'ind W. N. W. Fair. On account of the glorioiw-vlflory obtained W
Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, Bart. .ih .mail coach- arciVed.ac Cowitx's
Motel, decorated with the royal standard and union flagst -with Saumxrcx Aad
f

'ticry, embroidered on a blue flag, Of which, he is rear-admiral.

6. Wind W. N. W. Fair. Letters dated the -14^ nit. from the Venerable, of
74 guns, at Gibraltar, state, that she lost in the victory of the 12th, the Master
killed, and 100 men killed and wounded ; so great was the ardour of the
wounded tars in the hospital at Rosia Lay, that when they found our squaJronwas going in pursuit of the eneniy, they absolutely got Out of the hospital, and
went to the Fier Head begging admission into the . boats, emphatically saying,
they must have a lick at the Dons

; many who were convalescent were admitted
on board their respeAive ships.

7. Wind S. W. Fair. Came in a frigate from the westward. '--.^-..

8. Wind N. E. Fair. Came in the Netley armed schooner, with the
Oporto Fleet, taken aback off the Edystone last night; they sailed thc3tst
ult. with La. Constance, of a4 guns, Captain Mudge, and 'had a very fins

passage.

9- Wind N. E. Fair. SaiUd the Uranie, of 44 guns, to join the Chan-
nel fleet.

10. Wind E. N. F.. Fair. This day presented a most beautiful scene from
the Hoe, 200 sail laying too, becalmed from horizon to horizon, of East and
"West Indiamen, tinder convoy of the Theseus, of 74 gun*, Santa Margarita,
of 36 guns, and two other frigates; at 10 A. M. a fine breeze ac E. N. E.
sprung up, and the whole fleet by noon were clear of the Dodirtan Point.

n. Wind N N. E. Fair. Orders came down thi* dayj to victual the

following prison ships in Kamoaze, vi2. Sampson, 64, Prudent, 64, Alfred, 74,
and Europe, of 64 gups

each ; to receive 2570 French prisoners from Mill
Prison, it being the intention of government to put theax all afioat as

they arrive.

12. Wind K. S. E. Fair. Came In the Go'iath, of 74 gtnw, Captain
Essington, from the Baltic, last from Portsmouth to refit. Sailed th Netley,
armed schooner, with the Oporto Fleet, for the River. -Oahle i the Royal
Sovereign, of no guns, Vice- Admiral Harvey, Captain Raggett; td refit.-"-.

13.Wind W. N. W. Cloudy. Game in the St. Joseph, -of'^lQ gUU*i 7Ca|>-
tain Wolseley, from the Channel Meet to refit.

14 Wind W. N W. Cloudy. Caaie in the Sylph, of 18 gmw, Captain
Dashwood, after as gallant an aclioa as has been fought, this war; the fdllov^hjg
account is collected from an officer of the ship ; on the evening of the 3'ist nit.

at 8 P. M. Captain Dashwood discovered a large 'frigate to Vind#ar3
standing towards the Slyph, Captain Dashwood with great gallantry lay to, "to

receive her; when she came wichiti pistol shot, a very heavy fire commented
on both sides, which was continued with great spirit for one hour and twenty
minutes, when the enemy s fire slackened, and her foreyard came down ; on
the forecastle however, she made sail, and being less disabled than the sylph,

got some miles off to windward ; the Sylph having received 58 Snqt in her hull,

122 shot through her fore and aft mainsail, a shot in her stern, and one betwixt

wind and water, her main mast badly wdunded, nuking then about a foot and
a half water in an hour, could not pursue her

; during the "night Captain .Dash*"

wood, with the assistance of his officers and crew, got the damages somewhat

repaired j
in the morning Captain D. saw die-enemy's ship about six milei .to

windward ; he endeavoured to maka^sail alter her as well as his situation would
admit of, from sun-rise till half pa'st 7 o'clock, A. M- th? enemy's frigate per-

ceiving this, changed her course, and stood in .shore ; Captain D. finding the

.Sylph made much water ; bore away for the Ciuswu'l Fleet, and Was ordered for

this port to refit, where he arrived -safe, and ^wenr -up the harbour in the

Course of the day ; though the adhon was so warm, and lasted so long, for-

tunately the Sylph had only one man killed, 6 slightly wounded, and 3 badly ;

the French frigate did not shew any colours during the action, but irom

information Captain D. has received, it appears, that she is either JLa Gucrrier,
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or L* Artemisc, each of 44 guns, and mu<;t have escaped from Bourd'eauT, zs triC"

Pothefort squadron are too closely blocked irp to get out ; <^reat credit is due to

Captain Dah\vocd, his officers, and
s>liip

s company, for their very spirited con-
duct in this unequal content.

15. Wind E S. E Fair. Sailed the Triumph, of 74 guns, Captain Fir R.

Barlow, Knt. for Portsmouth, to join Vice-Admiral Sir C. M. Pole, Bart, at

(hat port.

1 6 Wind E. NT. E. Fair. Arrived Captain Neale, of the Resolution privateer,
f this port, captured by the Fraave, French privateer, of Eonrdeavx, after a

long chase off Cape Griegal ; stvual of the Resolution's men entered on beard
La Braave, and" if taken, will rneet tSe fate they deserve at Execution Dock.

17. Wind variable, Sultry.

18. Wind E. S. p.. Fair. . Came in I.'Oiseau, of 44 guns, Captain Lord A.

Fitzroy, from the Chanr.d Flttt, with 9 empty victuallers ; she left the fiect

all well the j6th inst. the enemy, as usual, blocked up.

19. WindE N. E Sultry. In the late cruise of the Indefatigable, of 44
guns, Captain i-cott, off 13Heisle, she ran in, and endeavoured to cut <>uf cr'

t} c roads, a large French frigate-, bat after exchanging some broadside-

I-'rench frigate warped into shallower water, under tiie protection of heavy bat-

feries; where the Indefatigable which draws much water cou]d not follow her.

Came in from Morlaix, the Betsey Cartel, with some vvour.ded men, ot La
Suffisante. of 14 guns, -who; in attempting to cut out an armed cutter, in IVIor-

laix Roads, were discovered by a Darn'sh brig, which gave the alarm, and
a heavy firing ensued on the boa!s which were obliged to row back to thj

Jiufiisante with several mtn wounded.

as. WindE. S. F. Fair and Sultry. Stood into the Sound, La Constance,
of 24 guns, Captain Z. Mudge, she sent ashore some letters, and stood out to

sea again. Went up the harbour to refit, the Ois:au, of 44 guns, Captain I ord

A- Fitzroy. Came in La Revolutionaire, of 44guns, Captain Twysden, from
Cork With victual ers, last frcm Portsmouth. Sailed the St. Joseph, of no
guns, Captain Wolseley, wirh bullocks and vegetables for the Channel Fleet.
f
l his day the Royal Sovereign, of iioguns, was paid 6-months wages. Ar-
rived in the Dak<5 of Bedford y<itht, built on a new construction, Commissioner

-Sthank, o-f the- Transport Board, to superintend ihe embarkation of the French

prisoners from Mill 1 risou on board five prison ships in Hanioaze.

31. Wind F. S. E. Fair and Sultry. J ast evening hove in tight, at 8r

P. M. Vice Admiral sir C. M. Pole, Bart, in the Dreadnought, of 98 guns,
with 5 sail of the line, and lay to till dark.

r

J lie Zealous, of "74 guns.

Captain S. H. Linzee, stood in, hoisted a Dutch ensign, reversed, and fired

three guns to leeward, as a signal for the Goliath, of 74 guns, Captain

Jissington, to join the squadron from Cawsaud Bay; she immediately warped
out to the bite of the bay, and this morning at day-break,, the whole squadron
made sail to the westward, with a fine wind at E. S. E. blowing fresh. C.tme

,in the Dasher, of 18 guns. Captain Tobin, from a cruise
; and the '1 elemachus,

f 14 gons, Lieutenant Spencer.

22. Wind E. S. E Fair ar.u Sultry. Sailed the Royal Sovereign, of no
guns, Tire-Admiral Harvey, Captain Raggett, with bullocks and vegetables-
for the Channel fleet

;
also with dispatches for ihe Hon. Admiral Cornwallis

and Commodore Sir Edward Pcllew, L^rt. the Suwarrow, of 14 guns. Lieut.

Nicholson. Came in a Spanish chasse marie, with whrat, taken by th

"Phoenix privateer ot" Guernsey the 2Oth ult going from St. Anderoto Corunna ;

she had captured 6 other Spanish and trench chasse maries, of the same

description, deeply laden, and sent them for Guernsey.

23. Wind E. N. E. Fair, very Sultry. Letters received from the gallant

Captain E. T. Parker, dated Deal, to his aunt, Mrs. Thornborough. are

written in high spirits, he was wounded in the thigh only, and has not lost an

arm, as was reported, he says he is in a fair way, and is happy he has a fin left

,to wield a sword agiiinst the enemies of Old England,.
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Jjuns, Lieutenant Donovon ; and the Sea-Flower brig, Lieut. Murray, witU
tli.-,patches for Jersey. Sailed the Serpent, Captain Roberts, for Cork.

30. Ariived the Tartar, of :6 guns, Captain Walker, and the Alert cutter,
Lieutenant R. Evans, frcm the Downs.

31. Arrived the Racoon, of 16 guns, Captain Rathbone, from a cruise,

failed the Osprey, of 18 guns, Captain Irwin, to collect the outward-bound
Wen India convoy at I-'ajmouth.

i August i. Arrived the Trent, of 36 gun-s, Captain Sir Edward Hamilton,
$ttom the Coast of France, with the loss of her mizcn-mast, which she carried

away yesterday in a srjuall.

3. .Arrived the Ganges, of 74 giitis, Captain Freemantle, and the Defiance,
f 74 gun<, Captain K etalick, with the Lady Dundas, Bengal, aad Lady Bur-

es, homeward-bound East Indiamen, from Cork ;
also arrived, the I hesiius,

t>f 74 guns, Captain Eligh, from the \orth Seas ; and the Plymouth lugger,.
Lieutenant Carew, from Gibraltar. Sailed the Resistance, of 36 guns, Captain
Jbigby, with a convoy lor Quebec.

. 5. Arrived the Brunswick, of 74 guns, Captain Stephens, from the North

Seas; and the Camperdovvn cutter, .Lieuteuant Smith, from Plymouth.

6. Sailed the Trent, of 3-6 guns, Captain Sir Edward Hamilton, on i cruise

ff Havre ; Tartar, of 36 guns, Captain Walker, for Yarmouth, to take a con-

voy from thence to Jersey ; and the Rambler, of 14 guns, Captain Rye, on
a cruise.

. 7. Arrived the St. Albans, of 6$ guns, Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker,

Captain Hardy, from Halifax.

8. Arrived the Seagull, of iS guns, Captain Wainwright; and the

Rambler, of 14 guns. Captain Rye, from a cruise. Sailed the Sejebay, of 32

guns, Captain Dundas, for the Do\vns, with the three homeward-bound East

liuliamen, which arrived from Cork on Monday last ; also the -Santa. .Viar.

^arita, of 36 guns, Captain Parker, with i-.ast and West India convoys: she

will be joined off Falmouth by the Osprey sloop of war, Captain Irwin, and the

trade from that port. The East India convoy will part company at a certain

latitude

10. Arrived the following ships from the Baltic, under the command of

Vice-Adnnral irole : St. George, 98 guns, Vice-Admiral 1'ole, Captain

Nicholls, Second Captain, T. M. Hardy; London, 08, R. W. Otway ; Saturn,

74,-.Rear-Admiral Totty, Captain J..Bribsme; Zealous, 74, Captain S. H.

Linzee;. Kamiiiea, 74, Captain J.
W- T- Dixon; Edgar, 74, Captain G. Mur-

ray ; Powerful, 74, Captain Sir F. Laforey ; Vanguard, 74, Captain Sir T.

"William* j
1- Itphant, 74, Capt. T. Foley ; and Alcmene, ;,z, capt. R. Lambert;

also arrived, the De Ruyter, of 64 guns, Captain Dacres, from the Downs;
'Guelderland. Amphitrite, and Galathea, Dutch IIK-D of war, with the Dutih

Chasseurs en board from Cork ;.
and the Hind frigate, Captain Larcom, from

Halifax, last from the Downs, bailed the Goliath, of 74 guns, Captain Essington,

for Plymouth.

ir. Arrived the Solebay, of 74 guns, Captain Dmidas, from convoying the

'homeward bound East Iml'iamen to the Downs. Sailed the Guelderland, Am-

phitrite, and Galathea, Dutch men of war, for Cork.

14. Arrived the St. Fiorenzo, of 44 guns, Captain Patterson, and the Sea-

'Horse, of 38 gur>s, Captain Foote, from a cruise off davre. Sailed the Theseus,

ef74 guns, Captain Jiligh, to join the Channel Fleet.

15. Sailed the -Bar! . Vincent cutter, Lieutenant Lackey, with a convoy

for the Dowu*. . .



17. Arrived the Manship, Christiaria, Comet, and Sovereign, outward-
bound East Indramen. from the Downs. Sailed the Bfunswick, of 74 gunf,
Cupuiu Stephen*, to join the Channel Fleet.

18. ailed tb !>J. Fiorenzo, of 44 guns, Captain Patterson, and the Sea-

Horse, of j< girisj Captain Foote, to .attend his Majesty at Weymouth.

19. rrived the Amphirrite, Captain Harvey, and the Coromandel armed
transport, Captain Andtrson, with about forty sail of merchantmen and eight
transports, fro.n the West Indies sailed the following ships on a cruise off
Cadiz : St ^eorge. 98 guns, Vice- dm'ral Pole, Ciptain Nicholls, Second
Captain, r. M. Hafdy; Dreadnought, g8, Ciptafin . Va hon ; Ramilie?, 74,
Captain S. O=*born j Powerful, 74, Captain IT P. Laforey ; Xealous, 74, Cap-
tain S. H. l.inzec; and Vanguard, of 74, Captain Sir T. Williams.

20. Arrived the Triumph, of 74 guns, Captain Sir Robrrt Barlow, from
Plymouth, the rortunee, of 44 guns, Captain Lord A. lieauclerc ; Hydra, of

38 guns, Hon Captain Paget, from Weymouth ; Fly, of 16 guns, Captain
Duval, from the Coast of Africa; and the .\etley schooner, Lieutenant Mein^
from Oporto.

2;. Arrived the Earl St. Vincent cotter. Lieutenant Lackey, from the
>owns. ailed the Bellcrophon, of 74 guns, Captain Lord Viscount Garlic*,

to join the Channel Fleet and the Vesuvius bomb, Captain Warren, for the

jbo.vns, to join ord Nelson

IT.. Arrived the Cambria-^ of 44 guns; Hon. Captain Legge, from St.

Helena. He brought dispatches from Admiral ir I'oger Curtis, at the Cape
of Good Mope. And also arrived the Constance, of 24 guns, Capt. Mudgc,
froni Oporto Sailed the Porrunee, of 44 guns, Captain Lord A. Beauclerc,
for We/mouth, to attend his Mujesty.

promotions aiiB appointments.

WHITEHALL, AUGUST 4.

THE &ing has been pl-ased to grant the dignity of a Baron of the United

kingdom oi Great Britain and Ireland, to the Right Honourable Horatio

Viscount Nelson, Knight of the Most Honourable Order of the Path, and

Vice Admiral of the blue .-quadron of his Majesty's fleet (Duke of Bronti in

Sicily, Knignt of the Grand Cfuss of the Order of St. Ferdinand and of Merit,

and of the Imperial Order of the Crescent), and to the heirs male of hit bod'/,

lawfully begotten, by the name, stile, and title of Baron Nelson of the Nil-,

and of Hilborough, in the county of Norfolk ;
with remainders to Edmund

Nflson, Clerk, Kefior of Burnham Thorpe, in the said county of Norfolk,

father of the said Horatio Viscount Nelson, and the heirs male of his body,

lawfully begotten ;
and to the heis male lawfully begotten, and to be begotten

everally and successively by Susannah the wife of 1 homas Bolton, E*q. and

ister-of the said Horatio Viscount Nelson ; and in default of such i<sue, to ths

heirs male of Catherine the wife of George Mitcham, E&q. another sitter of

the said Horatio Viscount Nelson.

August 18. The King has been
pleased

to grant the dignity of Baronet of

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland unto Charles Morice Pole,

Esq. Vice -Admiral of the Blue Squadron of his Majesty's Fleet, and the hirs

jnale of his body lawfully begotten.

Sir Thomas Thompson, i appointed to his Majesty's yacht the Mary, now

lying at Deptford.

Captain Luke, to the L'Hercule, now lying in Plymouth. This vessel, it

*nll be recollected, was captured by the Mars, after a severe a&ion, in which

the gallant Commander of the latter, Captain Hood, lost his life.

Captain Oswald, to the Surprise.

Captain Boylesto th Captain, vitt Sir R. Strachan, Bart, absent on account

of ill health.

Captain R. Lambert, of the Saturn, to the Alcmene frigate;

Captain Devonshire, of the Aiewenc, to the Glattoa,
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Captain Nowell, of the Glatton, to the Ardent.,
j r, il3 ,

Captain G. M'Kinley, who, since the battle off Copenhagen, has had

temftre command of the Ardent, to the Pelican sloop of war, of 18 guns.

Captain Samuel Warren, to the Vesuvius bomb, fitting at Portsmouth.

Captain Barlow,, to the Triumph, vise Captain S Harvey, absent on account
of ill health.

The Hon. Captain JDundas, to the rank of Post Captain, and to the San
Antonio.

Lieutenant Dnmar<nq, who arrived with the dispatches from Sir James Sau-

tnarez, is made Master and Commander, and has since tailed to rejoin the

fleet at Gibraltar.
,bi. u* cfcV hm

Lieutenant i ambourn, to the Calpe.

Captain j. M. Lewis, is appointed to the Braak frigate, fitting atDeptford.

. Captain f. M. Hardy, to the Isis, ofjo guns;, .'.

'-"

Captain George Murray, of the Edgar, who led the fleet, and set so noble an

ipjtample of
intrepidity at the eyer.mem.orabiei><ittle off, Copenhagen, is appointed

tp the London, ot yg guns ; and 4(1
Captain R. W Otway, who, althoog-h SirlHyda Parker's Captain, attended

Lora Nclsc n in the latter part f the action, and who has, on several other oc-

casians, displayed great gallantry and professional abilities, to the i dg.ir.

Rear-Admiral Whitghed, of the Temerarrf, to the command at Halifax.

Rear Admiral Campbell, to hoist his 'flag on board the Tera>raire, in the

Channel Fleet, and J';
1"

Captain i homas Eyles, to b.e his Captain.

Captain Samuel Osborn, to the Ramilies.

Captain James Brisbane, confirmed to the tomffiirtW^f the Saturn, the flag-

hip of Rear-Admiral Totty.

Captain Lord Lochrane, late of the Speedy, to 'the rink of Post Captain, and
to :he command of La Raisou fri-atc.

The Hou. Captain ;\ urr^y, who commaftde,d; the Jason' w|>cn wrecked off

the coast of France, to.the caannaadofL (ylise^Uj iifthii.fpum.af *-rd Augustus

*'zroy. , i, ..fnsv/jO srfiV, vb-

.Lieutenant Dapiel Hamfline tfttie<2rash3gunbrig, fitting out t Sheerness.

Lieutenant F. Parker, to the command of the !nJu-mou- And gun-vessel.

R. .T.rusctftt, Jis.j. of th J.iXfinie.s,.of 34-.gu,jJB, at.,cibtalt^r,.i.appointed by
R?at:...^q^rftt iiitjaeiea JaunJ5*rjaaf jB}r>;i t^ ;bp Purse*voJ[ tht^an Antonio, 01

S. ChWft^io^^^^a^fllg BtecVetafy tt"Sr'jaroS on board the Caesar, to be

Mr. Prior, Purser of the Solebay, to the An son.

io Jinolj3 Jt 1o 't -"' "rU'b- 3t^
?afii5 OJ bssEslq naac g&A Jjai^ ;' ;

JvMn./a.'jfeller, late i
J

ua^MfiHd<Awka, to be Purser of the Brunswick.

W. Thompson, Esq. Purser of the JJoadicei-ffigaMi, lo4i vHercuie.

''SJr.fPh'onias I'ontein- td'be 'Puf^fof^Ws Majesty'* prUon-ship Fortitude; ia

the room oi Mr. Samuel Lenton, resigned.

Mr. John Cock, late of the l
;

revoyante, to be Pu-.ser of his Majesty's ship

7 artur

. Mr. Naesmith, Purser of the Argo, to he 1'ur.er of the Ttxel.

J. S. Kelly, J sq. burgeon of his Majesty's late .hip J.ison, is.appointed to the

Malta.

Mr. Saumarez, brother to Sir James .Sau_marez, is appointed tp a civil skua-

Ceylon, %\orth zoool. j>er
annu.
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^1^. sx. By the .Rev. Tbo-sti'
-

-rare
Catherine Pollard, daughter of John Po^irrf,

Eweil, Sertey.

:"-e Rev. VT. Bwwfl, Robert \T!ler Orwmr
Captain of bis Y-aiestyj

- Mitt HoHowvy, ekies aaugcter of
KC..T- Admiral HoDoway, second ID cnwmtand at Portsmouth. >

At PhTaosuis, Uiratewet Eewkfr. of hi* Alijt^y's ship Prince, of oS
-is Vatcs, dacghcfr of T. JL- Yates, Esq. Parser of tic Prjicc

At Stoke chcrdi, war Gosport, }. Staptezon, Esq. of the i-th rrciment of

Foot, to *. W-Kiiioc, can-tier of the faco Captun :

At Bishop's Waltham. Hants, George Skcttcnc. Esq. to N!rs> Roiiinsdc,

ly daaghtei of Caytaia Rofcimon, of tiac Royal >.arr.

Latelr, Robert Caadi, Eq. to tfce widow of the Luc Admirel Vwdcpot*

OBITUARY.
Mr M*LezB. Surgcun ofkb Sf2Jestr*s ship Latorn. in Yaraeodt reads, age : :

Jajggs Edward Lewis, Esq. z~?d 25, I icareiu&t ui the Royal Niv
. -i soa of Janes Lewis. Esq. of Pown-pface.

In the West Indie*, Captain JiTiss Brzibr, of ha \Ts.je3tj*j .

: -..-.-.: . r ;---- - : r .-. -. : .

"

-; . .- 1 : - :
-

Tfce ioxh of Jcre, at Port Fojii. JiniaJca, of tfeeyrHow fer-r, ?.
r
r. E<!ward

Zrodtsopp, Midshipman on hoard ins Majesty's ship Magkiecne; a

whose eadearia^ qulizies and anuabie dispositioD DBS be ercr Luaer
lus fcauly, and aocenJy regrettrd by kit rkais.

At the Royzl Naval Hospital, PijmcBtk, aged zr, Liectcaaot Waker Barke,
late of the Doris, of a typhus fer-r. cccasioocd bj the fcfrere wotr

ia hk fhonlder, from a grape-ifcot, IB the glcnoos aoack en .

tacsorhovr of Brest Seepages 6 1 and ^4,01 tJiss Tolttme) Hew.
Stoaehcase ckiprl, and is very nrach regretted, being a bravr tnd

Oficar, who, had he bred, sroold have been aa ornaaKnt to the Br

He was a yoeager hrathcr of Captain Henry Burke, wcii known for bis s

the Fneacb acd Spaaka coasts, pardiu~ri r and Vig
SB the lter of which places he wa jereiely waosdcd in boar

L* Gzi'ffe, of twenty-fcor grins, V nea (BOW r.

eighteen, Qp"^ Ba'.Ien} ; for which galur.t adtioc the Lords of tt . .

At his hrvdier's, id Gerrard-areet, Mr. Robot Chusiic, Sorgeoo of his Mi-

jestj*s ship L'Lr

J ai^Iy, K. the Bc^boahood of YarBioL.A, VIrs. Ercce, w!

I> D. Braes, cf rke Royal Navy.
Mcssr* Will-aaasa&d Gore,rwc -.^ingtoF''

Medosa, kjlkd ia the laf; oasBCcessfsi stack on tite freach flotillz c:~

were bviied the ilth iastaoc, at L^al, tn one grare Lcrd Kei.v

their bodies to the g-oead, with ei^ht Ciptair* of tb^ Navy, precedes, by a Sic

of BoaraKS, who rcd three rcilies over the piiceof their roterr^ct.:. An irn-

jBeare crowd of sptelatort were piescat tu we^sa is hit tribzrc cf respeel to

he Denary of two faUant ycr
- ' that

in whidi'they so e<o' is r&5._

tiae faaml, aad waa sees to shed tc-

7^ zS. 1 he remais* of Cooiman j . '. -./ifr

catter, om the Guaattj *fts were Interred at 'A'cyanobth > I<; corpse was
carried by ax seames to cLe grave, aed the pafl wu eopported by s s Kara!
'OSccn. Ike deceased wa aoly iS jrars of age.

JX 1X9 JU

At TaJisjai, CitfttTr Hpttoo, cf ute Vexvjs breoln

At the sae place, 1 icateaast LgAb, of hit Xlajcstj's ship Vir^

A: Bfltahay, iiy. GardBcr, Pnor of tLe For fH



MEMOIRS Of
T&E LATE CAPTAIN ALEXANDER KOOD.

In peace there's nothing so becomes i man
As modest stillness and humility ;

But when the Wast of wir blows in oar ears, .

Then imitate the acVwn of the tyger ;

Srifien the sinews, summon up the fcbod,

Disguise fair Nature with hard favour'd rage !

Then lend Ac eye a terrible aspefi ;

iet it fry through the portage f the head,
Like the brass cannon ; let the brow o*erwhelm it

As fearfully, as doth a failed rock

O'er-hans and jutry h:s confounded base,

Swell'd with the wild and wasteful ocean.

Now set the teeth, and str=tch the nostril wide,
Hold hard the breath, and bead up every spirit

To his nill height !

SHAK.

JT has been ever the custom in all ages among
inhabitants who are scattered over the face of the globe,

however widely their manners differ in other respects, to

agree in honouring the memory of those who have fallen in

battle with peculiar marks of distirwEtion. The mythology
of our Scandinavian ancestors admitted those only who
were slain in fight to an honourable seat in the heaven of

Woden*. The distant shores of Africa which have so

recently witnessed the triumphant exertions of Britannia's

sons, groan beneath the weight of massy pyramids, that

bidding defiance to the efforts of time, have long outlived

the memory of those persons whose fame they were intended

to perpetuate. The almost divine masterpieces of the Greek

and Roman artists, the remains of which still astonish and

enchant an admiring world, were mostly intended to com-

memorate the actions of generous warriors, who fell in

defence of their country and in support of its liberties ;

every thing attests the universality of this sentiment, from

the savage, who regarding personal bravery as the summit

of human excellence, sings his rude lays to the memory of

a departed Chief, whose courage was the objed of his admin-

* Vide BarthoJini Andquitatcs Dwirz.

A A
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tion, to the polished European, who venerating the man
that quits the scenes of domestic happiness and tranquillity,

to engage in an arduous and perilous profession, and finally

sacrifices life in defence of his native land, raises the ani-

mated bust to perpetuate his achievements, and chants his

requiem to the soul inspiring strains of

" Peace to the manes of our Heroes, for they were brave."

The lot of those who fall in the arms of victory, is, per-

haps, in many respe^s an enviable one, they live in the

memory of their grateful country to the end of time, and

often escape the regrets and mortifications incident to a

change of public opinion, which does nor always follow

meritorious exertions ; and the failure of an enterprise,

although occasioned by circumstances which no prudence

could foresee or valour control, has often weighed against a

life of arduous services.

Miltiades died in prison ;
Themistocles in banishment ;

Sir Walter Raleigh was the viclim of Spanish intrigue; and

many a deserving Officer has lived to regret that he did not

fall early in his glorious career.

But these are considerations which apply only to the

public life of an Officer, and will afford no consolation to

those, who knowing his private worth esteemed the man

even more than they admired the hero ;
such are the feelings

which agitate the minds of the numerous friends who
lament the death of that distinguished character who. is the

subject of our present memoir.

Over the scenes of domestic woe, which we respeft, we

will draw a veil, hoping that when the lenient hand of time

shall have somewhat blunted the edge of affliction, the

remembrance of the noble cause in which he fell, will rather

afford matter of triumph than regret to his surviving fa-

mily. The British matron yields not to the Roman either

in public or domestic virtue; and we have many a Portia,

who would prove herself worthy of being called Cato's

daughter.



OF THE LATE CAPTAIN ALEXANDER HOOO. 175

Captain Alexander Hood was born April 23, 1758, and

was the son of Samuel Hood, Esq. of Kingsland, Dorset-

shire, who was son of the Rev. Arthur Hood, Minister of

Dawlish, Somersetshire, elder brother of the father pi" Lords

Hood and Bridport.

The example of his illustrious relatives early called his

attention to a sea life, and indulging the natural bent of

his disposition, he entered into the navy under the protec-

tion of the present Lord Bridport. Mr. Hood's first voyage
was with that distinguished Officer Captain James Cook,

whom he accompanied in the Endeavour during the voyage
of discovery, which commenced in the year 1772, and

returned to England with that celebrated navigator in 1775.

The various occurrences that took place in the course of

a voyage which will ever refleft honour on the nation at

large, and immortalize the man who condudted it, are too

well known to need a repetition. It was a school in which

some of our first naval characlers were formed, and a

better one could not be devised to train a young mariner to

the various duties of his perilous profession. In addition

to the rough encounters of storm and tempest, so necessary

to accustom the practical seaman to his duty, the many and

great difficulties they had to surmount, during the course of a

three years navigation in unknown seas, when the ordinary
means of precaution were often of no avail, (and, from the

peculiar formation of the shoals scattered over the Southern

Ocean, a wariness to avoid danger and great presence of mind

being absolutely necessary to extricate themselves on trying

emergencies,) were lessons that could not fail of forming a

young mind to deeds of hardihood.

The constancy displayed in pursuing his object by the

great character who conducted the expedition, was also

calculated to inspire his followers with a due sense of the

importance of that first of military* virtues perseverance ;

the advantages of which are so strongly inculcated by the

elegant and nervous author, who observes, that *'
all t!:e

performances of human art at which we look with praise
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and wonder are instances of the resistless force of perse-

verance ; it is by this that the quarry becomes a pyramid,

and that distant countries are united by canals. If a man was

to compare the effe&s of a single stroke with the pickaxe, or

of one impression of a spade with the general design and

last result, he would be overwhelmed with a sense of their

disproportion, yet those petty operations incessantly con

tinued, in time surmount the greatest difficulties.'*

We will add, that by the persevering efforts of a Cook,
and the indefatigable researches of his scientific pupils, in

despite of Hyperborean tempests, and Antarctic ices, the dark

cloud that enveloped the geography of great part of the

globe, has been dispelled; visionary continents have fled

from the eye of inquiry. The patience, labour, and perse-

verance, displayed by them under the various difficulties

attendant on the examination of coasts hitherto unknown,
have been crowned with merited success, and the limits of the

earth ascertained, with a degree of accuracy that will hand

down the names of British navigators with fa,me and honour
to the latest posterity.

In the beginning of the American war, which commenced

shortly after his return from the Southern Ocean, our

young seaman served under the command of the late Earl

Howe. The aftive scene of warfare in which Mr. Hood
now became engaged was well calculated to form the Officer,

as the previous service in the South Seas had been to perfect

the scientific part of his education. After serving some time

on this station as Midshipman, he obtained the first and

most desirable step in the service, and on the I4th of March

1780, was appointed to command the Ranger cutter. Lieu-

tenant Hood remained actively employed for some time on
the American station, and was then ordered to join the

fl.et in the West Indies under the orders of Lord Rodney.
The Ranger was shoitly after her arrival in the West Indies

put on the establishment of a sioop of war by the name of

the Pigmy, and Lieutenant Hood was continued in her with

the rank of Master and Commander, on the iyth of May,



OT THE LATS CAPTAIN ALEXANDER HOOD. 177

1781. His illustrious relative Sir Samuel Hood, who then

commanded a division of the fleet, had been lately engaged
*>n very important and arduous services *, his flag was flying

on board the Barfleur, into which ship the subjeft of our

memoir was appointed post on the a6th of July, 1781.

Captain Hood had now attained that enviable situation

which enabled him to look forward with a well grounded

hope to the highest honours of his profession. He had

passed through the various gradations of rank with credit to

himself, and with the approbation of his superiors; the

variety of service in which he had been engaged, as well

during the voyage of discovery under that able Officer

Captain Cook, as in the more recent and aftive scenes of the

American war, had fully qualified him to fulfil the im-

portant duties of the station to which he was now advanced.

With a modesty of deportment, amounting almost to shy-

ness, Captain Hood possessed an excellent understanding,

and thus early in his career, gave promise of what might
be expected from him- when occasion should favour the

exertion of his abilities.

Shortly after this period Sir George Rodney sailed for

England, leaving Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood to com-

mand the Leeward Island fleet, his flag still flying on board

the Barfleur. In the month of August the fleet sailed foe the

coast of America to oppose the progress of the French in

that quarter, Monsieur De Grasse having left St. Domingo*

with an intention of proceeding to the Chesapeak, and co-

cperating with the French squadron under Monsieur Barras,

who was. to. join him in the previously concerted attack on.

the army of Lord Cornwallis. The detail of the service

performed by the fleet on this occasion having already been,

given in the memoir of Lord Hood f, we shall not enlarge oa

it. The fleet returned to the West Indies in the month of

December 1781, and early in January 1782, proceeded to

the relief of the island of St. Christophers, then attacked by

an army of 8000 men, under the command of the Marquis

* Vide vpj. ii. pa^e 9. i Ikid. p. i&
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de Bouille, the Compte De Grasse, covering the siege with

a fleet of thirty-three line of battle ships; the British

squadron consisted only of twenty. Shortly after the*

memorable events which took place at this siege, Captain

Hood was appointed (February 4, 1782), to command the

Champion, a situation highly suitable to his youth and

activity of disposition.

During the short time Captain Hood was on board the

Barfleur, a succession of important operations had followed

each other, which were well calculated to make a lasting

impression on an inquiring mind. The proceedings of the

squadron tinder the command of Sir Samuel Hood at this

interesting period have been already fully and abiy detailed

in the life of that gallant Officer.

The operations of the fleet during the siege of St. Christo-

phers will ever hold a conspicuous situation in the history of

those achievements that have reflected such honour on th*

naval character of our country, *.ve look with equal respe&

and astonishment at the boldness and skill of the manoeuvre,

which deprived the enemy of an advantageous position, and

the persevering intrepidity displayed in resisting the attack

of a fleet so superior. It must have been equally gratifying

and instructive to Captain Hood, to contemplate and admire

the conduct of his illustrious relative who commanded irt

the arduous scenes he had lately witnessed, to behold a

generous and gallant band of warriors led to 'ame and

honour by one of the heads of his family, must have excited

in his youthful breast a degree of enthusiastic emulation, and

afting under the immediate notice of this great man, the

council and instruction he would constantly receive, were

peculiarly calculated to qualify him for the high station to

which his ardent mind aspired.

Sir George Rodney shortly after this returning from

England with a reinforcement, resumed the command of

the fleet, and having inefFedlually endeavoured to cut off

a convoy from Brest with stores for the Compte De Grasse's

fleet, he returned to St. Lucia to refit, and remained in
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Gros Islet Bay watching the motions of the French fleet in

Port Royal harbour nearly within sight; the Chau.pion
was one of the chain of frigates stationed to observe th&

enemy's movements, in this important situation Captain
Hood evinced great zeal and activity. By the attention of

the Officers employed on this duty, early notice was given
of the enemy's getting under way. The arduous contest of

the gth., and the glorious vi&ory of the i2th of April, 1782,
have been already fully detailed in our memoirs of Lords

Rodney and Hood. Oa the i8th of April a division of the

fleet was detached under the command of Sir Samuel Hood

to pursue the flying enemy, on the iQth he came up with a

part of them, who were endeavouring to escape through the

Mona passage, and captured the Cato and Jason, of 64 guns

each, having a number of troops on board in addition to

their complement, the Aimable, of 32 guns, and retook the

Ceres sloop, of 18 guns, the latter struck to the Champion.

Captain Hood displayed a degree of zeal and exertion on

this occasion, that did him infinite credit, and gave promise

-of what might be expecled when an opportunity offered

of performing more distinguished service.

The prisoners who fell into his hands were treated with a

degree of attention and humanity truly worthy of a British

Officer. A friendship commenced on this occasion between

one of the younger branches of a noble family, who com-

manded the Ceres when she struck to the Champion, and

Captain Hood, highly creditable to the feelings of the latter,

and indicative of the amiable manners .which adorned his

private chara&er,

For he was gentle as zephyr, blowing below the violet, not

wagging its sweet head ;
and' yet as rough, his noble blood

enchafed, as the rudest wind that by the top doth take the

mountain pine and make him stoop to the vale.

SHAKSPEARE.

Captain Hood shortly after this had an opportunity of ren-

dering very important service to his noble prisoner.
It is an

anecdote so honourable to all the parties concerned that

we will give it at large.
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The Ceres was commanded by the Baron tie Parry, a

nephew to the Marquis De Vaudreuil, who then com-

manded the French fleet at Cape Francois. In the general

disposition of the prisoners, the Baron had been embarked

for Europe, and sailed with the convoy, but when Sir

Samuel Hood received information that he was related to

the Commander of the enemy's squadron, with that generous
attention to humanity which ever distinguishes the brave,

he immediately dispatched a frigate in quest of the convoy
and restored the Baron to his uncle, who gratefully acknow-

ledged the obligation by the following letter :

Translation of a Letter from thi Marquit DE VAUDREUIL, to Sir

SAMUEL HOOD*

tiR, On board the Triumphant, at Cafe Francois-) jfune 1 1, 1782.
IT is not in my power to express to your Excellency the gratitude

I feel to you for your great attention in sending a frigate to bring-

back ftie Baron de Parry, after that he had departed from Port Royal
with the convoy for Europe, neither can I describe my joy at the

return of a nephew so very dear to me.

He speaks continually with the warmest affection of your relation*

Captain Hood, to whom he surrendered, and considers himself

under the greatest obligations to that gallant young Officer for the

affable and generous manner in which he was treated by him.

Permit me now, Sir, in addition to those tributes of admiration

which have been so fully decreed to your Excellency by the world at

large, to present you with the assurances of the high sentiments t

personally entertain of your virtues and character, which can only be

equalled by the high resped with which I have the honour to be, &c
LE MARQUIS DE VAUDREUIL.

It is mutual kindnesses of this nature that smooth the

rugged face of war, and by alleviating as much as is con-

sistent with public duty the hardships of those whom the

chance of battle throws into their hands, that the minds of

brave men turn to each other, learn to distinguish worth

even in an enemy, and are prepared to participate the offices

of friendship and good neighbourhood, when the unhappy
dissentions that arm civilized nations against each other are

terminated. We will return to Captain Hood, who shortly
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sftef the arrival of the fleet at Port Royal, wag appointed to

command the Aitnable, of 32 guns, one of the ships captured
in the Mona Passage ; in her he remained until the termina-

tion of the war ; actively employed on various services, he

acquired some prize-money, much credit, and the universal

esteem of his brother Officers, who looked on him as a

young man of much promise. On the final ratification o(

peace he returned to Europe, and the Aimable was paid of

at Chatham on the 2gth of July, 1783.

Shortly after this, at the invitations of the Vaudreuil

family, who were highly desirous of testifying their gratitude

for the generous treatment the Baron De Parry had received,

Captain Hood went to France, and passed some time in the

enjoyments of elegant hospitality with that noble family*

After visiting various parts of the country with ob ;ervation

and improvement, he returned to England. Shortly after

his return from the Continent, Captain Hood married Miss

Periam, of Wooton, in Somersetshire, a lady ofa very respe<3>

able family in that neighbourhood, and said to be possessed

of great accomplishments. By the mildness of his manners,

and the kindness of his disposition, Captain Hood was

peculiarly adapted to the enjoyment of domestic society;

he remained several years in this scene of tranquil happiness,

improving his mind by study, and sharing the esteem and

respet of his neighbours^and family.

The appearance of his service being wanted called him

from this scene of calm delight, and in the year 1790, \v.hen

the disputes relative to territorial possession on the coast of

.America, threatened a rupture with the Court of Spain,

Captain Hood was appointed to the Hebe frigate. He con-

tinued to command this ship until she was paid off in. March

1792, when he retired to cheer and adorn the scenes of

domestic tranquillity which so peculiarly accorded with

his amiable manners. Captain Hood was again appointed

to the Hebe in the year 1793, when those scenes of

wild uproar and unbridled anarchy, which shook France to

ml vi. B-B
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the centre, called forth the most aftive exertions of Great

Britain, to prevent being drawn into the vortex that

threatened the existence of society.

He continued actively employed in this frigate until tbe

I5th of July 1794., when he was promoted to the command
of aline of battleship, the Audacious, and remained in her

about a twelvemonth. Captain Hood's strength of body
had never been equal to the energies of his mind, and a

constitution naturally weak was so shook at this period, as to

compel him reluctantly to quit the ship he commanded, that

he might prolong a life destined to be devoted to the service

of his country.

His health being re-established, he again cheerfully came

forward, and was appointed on the 7th of January, 1797, to

command the Ville de Paris ; in the month of February he

was removed to the Mars, which ship then formed part of

the Channel Fleet.

Hitherto Captain Hood had not been so fortunate as to

distinguish himself by any aftion of eclat, although he stood

high in the opinion of his brother Officers, and possessed

the skill, perseverance, and gallantry that form the character

which requires only a great occasion to develope itself, and

shine with a splendour that shall command the applause and

admiration of posterity.

It has been the fate of many a brave Officer to pass a

long life without an opportunity of displaying his talents,

and although his zeal and abilities rendered him equal to the

most important services, no fortuitous event ever occurred

to enable him to burst through the cloud by which he was

enveloped, and he has sunk unnoticed to the tomb. The

time, ho .vever, was fast approaching which should distinguish

the lamented subjeft of these memoirs from those

M Who move the even tenor of their way."

The Channel Fleet, under the command of Lord Bndport,

.was cruising off the coast of France, when, on the 2islTof

April, a sail was discovered in shore, and die Mars' signal

4
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made to chase. The following extracts from the London
Gazette will give the best account of this aftion :

Copy of a Letterfrom the Right Honourable Lord BRJDPORT, to EVAM
NEPEAN, Esq.

SIR, Royal George, at Sea, April 2 T.

I HAVE the satisfa&ion to acquaint you, for their Lordships'

information, that L'Hercule, of 74 guns, was taken by his Majesty's

ship Mars last night.

The enclosed copy of a letter from Lieutenant Butterfield will

best show to their Lordships the spirit and judgment manifested on

this occasion. No praise of mine can add one ray of brilliancy to

the distinguished valour of Captain Alexander Hood, who carried

his ship nobly into battle, and who died of the wounds he received

in supporting the just cause of his country. It is impossible for me
not to sincerely lament his loss, as he was an honour to the service,

and universally beloved; he has fallen gloriously, as well as all those

who are so handsomely spoken of by .Lieutenant Buttertield. I have

appointed him to the command of L'Hercule to carry her into

port*.

Copy of Lieutenant BUTT ERFI ELD'S Letter.

MY LORD,

I beg leave to acquaint your Lordship that the ship chased by his

Majesty's ship Mars yesterday, per signal, endeavoured to escape

through the Passage du Raz, but the tide proving contrary and the

wind easterly, obliged her to anchor at the mouth of that passage,

which afforded Captain Hood the opportunity of attacking her by

laying her so close alongside as to unhinge some of the lower-deck

ports, continuing a very bloody a&ton for an hour and a half, when

she surrendered.

I lament being under the necessity of informing your Lordship

that his Majesty has on this occasion lost that truly brave man

Captain Hood, who was wounded in the thigh late in the conflict,

and expired just as the enemy's ship had struck her colours. This ship

proves to be L'Hercule, of 74 guns and 700 men, her first time at

sea, from L'Orient to join the Brest fleet.

I cannot sufficiently commend the bravery and good conduct of

the surviving Officers and men, who merit my warmest thanks. I

must particularly recommend to your Lordship's notice Mr. Southey,

the signal Midshipman.

* Lieutenant Butterficld was shortly after this promoted to the rank of

Master and Commander.
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Lieutenants Arglcs and Ford are the only Officers woundco* j

Captain Hood, and Captain White, of the marines, are kitted,

^ieutenant Argles, though badly wounded, never quitted the deck.

From a number of the people being with Lieutenant Bowker in

charge of the prize, I cannot at present inform your Lordship the

exact number of killed and wounded, but from the best information

circumstances afford, I think thirty killed, and as many wounded,

most of them dangerously. I have the honour to be,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient humble Servant,

BUTTERFIELD.

Thus fell at the age of forty the gallant Captain Alexander

Hood, a man universally esteemed and regretted by his

brother Officers ; his public character will be upheld by hzs

actions; in private life, his amiable and unassuming manners

endeared him to every one that had the pleasure Qf his

Acquaintance.

With an excellent understanding and an infinite fund of

pleasantry, be possessed a diffidence which concealed his

abilities'from the world in general ; it was only in the private

circle of his friends he displayed those engaging qualities that

adorn and cheer the social hour. As a husband, father, and

friend, his conduct was truly estimable. Those who best

knew hina will long deplore his loss, and cherish his memory
with affection.

The feelings of his noble relation who commanded the

fleet, and who had given him this opportunity of distin-

guishing himself, for which .he so long had panted, n.ust

ha\e been poignant, but much as he lamented his loss, the

ref.ection that he died gloriously in his country's defence

was sufficient consolation to a British Admiral.

The more we consider the particulars of this acuon, the

greater subject we find for praise and admiration ; -nd even

among the numerous instances of skill and gallantry lately

displayed by our naval fieroes, none will be found more

characteristic of the cool intrepidity and persevering bravery

;hat has ever distinguished the British seamen, and to which

pxves her boasted, superiority. Ha4 tlie
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ship been under way, superior seamanship would have aided
the Captain of the Mars, but she was anchored waiting for

the attack with the advantage of being on her own coast,
in a difficult and dangerous passage, a dark night, and
adverse current. In this situation the British Captain did

hot hesitate an instant ; when nautical skill could not avail

him, he trusted to personal bravery, laid his ship alongside
the enemy, the battle was fought hand to hand, and valour

was to decide the contest.

Palmam qui meruit ferat,

was truly the motto of the combatants, and a dreadful con-

flift it was. Lieutenant Butterfield observes in his letter,

that some of the lower-deck ports were carried away in laying
the enemy on board ; the ships were so close to each other

that the lower-deck guns were actually fired within board,

tUere not being distance enough between the Mars and

L'Hercule to admit of their being run out. In this situa-

tion the French maintained a most sanguinary conflict with,

obstinate bravery, for a length of time, that appears astonish-

ing j they were at length, however, compelled, after losing

near 300 men to yield the palm of vidlory, a victory that

will ever exalt the national character of Great Britain *.

There were some circumstances related as attending the

death of Captain Hood, and which we have reason to beT

lieve, that are highly honourable to his chara&er as a man,

gnd render his death still more to be lamented. It is said

that the enemy hailed the Mars, saying they had struck.

Captain Hood, anxious to prevent the further effusion of

human blood, prdered the firing to cease j
the truly brave

?re ever ready to listen

To her who sit'st a smiling bride,

By valour's arm'd and awful side,

Gentlest of sky-born forms, and best ador'd ;

Who oft with songs, dmne to hear,

Win'st from his fatal grasp the spear,

And hid'st in wreaths of flowers his bloodless sword.

* The Jason frigate was coming up; and, at the time L'HeiCule struck

ws about two niiks o$ ; her boats rcu4er?d materk} as^iiUBtt ifl getting tbf

j>rize put { the ysa
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She who, amidst the deathful field,

By godlike Chiefs alone beheld,

Oft with her bosom bare is found,

Pleading for him the youth who sinks to ground.

COLUNS'S Ode to Mercy.

The enemy, we believe by accident, renewed the fire : in this

latter part of the conflict, poor Captain Hood fell, and was

carried below ; when he recovered his recollection, he ex-

pressed considerable regret at having been moved from his

post. He died like an ancient Roman, or rather like a

British seaman ; the duty he owed to his country was his last

thought. Rome would have commemorated the action by a

statue j but in vain we look among the monuments the

gratitude of our country has raised to its heroes, for one to

the honour of Captain Hood, nor do we find in the records

of office, any display of attention to his family. This has

been certainly from some unaccountable omission, but it

may still be repaired, and we hope yet to see his name placed

among England's Worthies, and trust that his children,

will not have reason to regret that their noble father fell in

so glorious a cause. It has hitherto been the lot of the brave

men who have fallen in Britain's cause to have no anxious

solicitude in their last moments about the fate of their

family. They leave them as a legacy to their country, and

we trust it will never be a vain call on the generosity of that

country for which they died.

There is a passage in the memorial presented by the Lords

of the Admiralty, to the King in Council, requesting his

Majesty to grant some mark of royal favour to the son of

the gallant Commander of the Quebec, who fell early in

last war, so apposite to our present subject, that we lay it

before our readers :

We further take leave most humbly to represent to your Majesty
that some lasting mark of your royal favour conferred upon the eldest

son of this brave man, now a youth of seventeen years of age, would

excite an emulation in other Officers to distinguish themselves in the

same manner, and render Captain Farmer's fate rather to be envied

than pitied, as it would give them reason to hope that if they should
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lose their lives with the same stubborn gallantry, it would appear to

posterity that their services had met with the approbation of their

Sovereign.

Those who are acquainted with the character of the

British Navy, know how much such rewards excite the

noble emulation they were intended to inspire. The gallant

Nelson well knew the men he led when he made use of the

expression A glorious victory or Westminster Abbey.
We profess ourselves to be intirely unacquainted with the

situation of Captain Hood's family, all we know is, that no

mark of public approbation that might commemorate so

gallant an achievement exists ; such an acknowledgment that

his services were not forgotten, would certainly cheer the

mind of his disconsolate widow, and encourage the son to

emulate the glorious deeds of his father.

We do not in the most distant manner mean to accuse

our country of ingratitude. In no period has the generosity

of the English nation to its brave defenders been more

conspicuous than during the present war ; instances of Par-

liamentary remuneration are many, and the public have

never been called on in vain to assist the widows of those

who have fallen in battle.

With whom it rests we know not, but the meed of valour'

should be distributed with an equal hand } reward should be

the certain consequence of desert ; and the man who ho-

nourably dies in defence of his country, should have, un-

solicited, a trophy erefted to perpetuate his fame.

It may be urged that the relatives of the widow are opu-

lent ; we know them to be noble minded, and doubt not of

their paying every attention to the interests of Captain

Hood's family ; but the children ofan Officer who so fought

and so fell, should not be dependent on the generosity of any

relative, however high his rank or elevated his mind may

be. There is another consideration which we think ought

to have some weight ;
the name of our lamented Captain

stands high in the navy, Lords Hood and Bridport have ren-

dered their country much service; there is another of the

name, we mean Captain Samuel Hood, who commanded the
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Zealous in the battle of Aboukir, and now commands the

Venerable; as gallant a spirit as lives to grace this latref

age with feats of manly daring; and when in the hour of

repose from his toil, he shall visit the monuments of

England's gratitude to her defenders, and drop a tear to the

memory of his departed companions, will not an indignant

sigh escape him, to find that a beloved brother, who closed

a life honourably spent in the service of his country by a

glorious death in the arms of victory, should want a stone

to tell his name. It is a testimony due to the merits of the

living ; it is a tribute we owe to the memory of the dead.

Captain Hood has left two children, a son and a daughter ;

his widow, who resides at Wooton, in Somersetshire, has

erected a neat monument over his remains in the church-

yard of that parish, and the following inscription is the

effusion of conjugal affection :

Sacred to the M?mory of

ALEXANDER HOOD, Ew*.

Captain in the Royal Navy ;

Who sailed round tlie world with that justly celebrated Circum-

navigator

CAPTAIN COOK,
In the year 1774.

He devoted his life to the service of his country, which was engaged
in a war with France since the year 1793 ; and being appointed

to the command of the Mars, a 74 gun ship, was killed

on the zist of April, 1 7981 at the close of a successful

action with the French ship L'Hercule, in the 4oth

year of his age ; leaving a widow and two

children to deplore the loss of a most

affectionate Husband and Parent.

BRITANNIA, when this humble stone you see,

Think on this Hero who has bled for thee,

His conquering arm Herculean *
force subdued*

And crown'd with laurels, death he smiling view'J,

Then let the crystal tear bedew thine eye,

And grateful heave the tributary sigh,

That in the silent chamber of the grave,

Thy favourite sleeps, lamented HOOD the brave !

*
Alluding to the BSSIC of the captured jhip I/Hes*uJe'-
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATE LXX.
A VIEW OF THE PO^T OF CALAIS.

THE building on the left is an old square tower, the remains of

the antient fortification, from this the pier runs out ; in the

centre of the plate is the mole that divides the harbour, and a distant

view of the town ; on the right, is the citadel, and a distant prospeft
of the hills on the road to Boulogne.

CALAIS is by some supposed to be the Portus Iccius of the ancients ;

Sanson, however, asserts Boulogne to be that port. It is said to have

been built by Baldwin, the fourth Count of Flanders ; however

little is known of it before the beginning of the thirteenth century,

previous to which it was probably a village of little note, or its

vicinity to our Cinque Ports, would have occasioned frequent men.

tion to have been made of it. In the year 1228, it began to

attain some consequence, and was protected by outworks from

the piratical excursions then so common ; it continued to improve

during the whole of this century ; its situation soon rendered it a

place of commerce, and being immediately opposite to the princi-

pal seaports of a rival nation, it became of great importance to

France, and was gradually strengthened. In the year 1308, we find

it completely enclosed by a wall and towers, its harbour was con-

siderable and well secured, and the fortifications so augmented, as in

the year 1346, to withstand the efforts of Edward the Third, at the

head of a victorious army, after the battle of Cressy, for near twelve-

months, and surrendered on the 4th of August, 1347. The events

of this memorable siege have been too often recounted to need a

repetition ; the circumstance of our gallant King Edward having

tarnished his glory by treating with unwarrantable rigour the br<;ve

men who had defended the town, and the heroic behaviour of Eustace

de St. Pierre, and five other citizens who offered to sacrifice their

lives for the preservation of their fellow subjects, has been generally

received as a faft, and become the favourite subject of romance ;

yet this story, although so generally admitted, is, like many other

Extraordinary ones, much to be suspected ; it is contrary to the gene-

ral character of King Edward, who was as humane as he was brave.

In the commencement of this very siege a considerab'e number ot the

townsmen, whom the Governor John de Vienne judged useless, and

who would have consumed the provisions,
were turaed cut between

Wol. VI. c c
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Calais and the English camp : by the laws ofwar Edward would have

been justified in forcing them to return, or suffering them to perish
before his eyes ; examples of such conduct were frequent in those

days ; yet the English monarch not only allowed these people to pass

through his camp, but gave them money to supply their wants.

A creditable historian (Avesbury), who is particular in his account

of the surrender of this town, makes no mention of such a circum-

stance, and on the contrary extols the king's generosity and lenity to

the inhabitants.

The known natural attachment of the inhabitants of Calais to the

Government of France, could not but render them suspected to

Edward, and the importance of a conquest which had cost such

trouble and expence induced him to order the inhabitants to quit the

town, which he repeopled with English.

By the treachery of the Governor, Aimery de Pavie, an Italian,

v/hom King Edward had entrusted to command this important

fortress, it had neatly been, lost the following year,
1 and during a

cessation of arms, Geoffrey de Charni, who commanded the. French

army in that quarter, doubted not but that if he should succeed in

regaining Calais, his conduft, however irregular, would be approved of,

he therefore, without consulting his master, offered the Italian Go-

vernor 20,000 crowns to deliver up Calais to the French. Aimery

accepted the bribe, and his secretary informed King Edward of the

transaction, who summoned the Governor to London, reproached

him for his treachery, but promised to spare his life on condition that

he would turn the scheme to the destruction of the enemy, to which

he agreed.

King Edward repaired secretly to Calais, accompanied by the

Prince of Wales, and a considerable body of forces under the com-

mand of Sir Walter Manny. A small body of French were ad-

mitted by Aimery at the appointed time, shortly before daylight on

the ist of January, into the postern, and the Italian promised, on

receiving the money, to open the great gates to the army. The gates

were thrown open, such French as entered first were slain or made

prisoners, and the English rushed forth with cries of battle and viftory.

The enemy, although untxpeftant of this event, behaved with great

courage ; as the day broke, the King of England, who fought as a

private Knight, under the banners of Sir Walter Manny, remarked

a French gentleman, Eustace de Ribaumont, who distinguished him-

self with great gallantry. Edward stepped forth frpm the troop he

futr^ht in, and challenged him by name (for he was known by his

* ir.our) ; a fierce and dangeious contest ensued, the King, after being
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twice beat down by the Frenchman, and in great danger, was at last

victorious. Ribaumont, perceiving himself almost alone, surrendered

to his antagonist, the most of the French were killed or made pri-

soners. King Edward behaved with great generosity to the Officers

taken on this occasion. The Prince of Wales (the warlike Black

Prince), gave an entertainment to his prisoners, at the conclusion of

which the King took a string of pearls that he wore as an ornament,

and presenting them to Eustace de Ribaumont, acknowledged him

to be the bravest knight he had ever been acquainted with.

King Edward improved the strength of Calais by many additional

fortifications, rendered it a very flourishing town, by grafting par-

ticular privileges to the inhabitants, and made it the staple of wool,

leather, tin, and lead. By an act of Parliament (27 Edw. III. chap. 7.),

we find the English merchants were forbid exporting goods, the pro-
duce of England, by any other way than Calais ; this of course must

enrich the town. It remained in the hands of the English until the

reign of Queen Mary, and was the last possession held in France ;

during this series of years it was strengthened by the addition of the

risbank on the side of the sea, which protected the harbour's mouth,
and entrance of the piers, which were 'considerably lengthened, the

Forts of St. Agatha, Newman bridge, and others on the land side ;

and was considered so strong that the French, after making great

preparations, several times renounced the siege as impracticable ; it

was at last lost through an ill judged parsimony in the year 1557.
Calais was in that age deemed impregnable, being surrounded by

marshes, which, during winter, were impassable, except over a dyke

guarded by two castles, St. Agatha and Newman bridge ; the English

were of late accustomed, on account of the low state of their finances,

to dismiss a great part of the garrison at the end of autumn, and to

recall them in the spring.

On this circumstance the Duke of Guise formed his plan : several

bodies of troops defiled towards the frontiers under various pretences,

and the whole being suddenly assembled formed an. army with which,

the Duke of Guise made an unexpected march towards Calais.

At the same time a great number of French ships which were

cruising in the Channel sudden
1

y joined, and made an attack by sea

en the fortifications.

The French assaulted St. Agatha with 3000 harquebusfers, and

though the garrison made a vigorous defence, they were soon obliged

to abandon the place and ret.-eat toward Newman bridge. The siege of

this latter place was immediately undertaken, and at the same time the

fleet battered the risbank, which guarded the entrance of the harbour.
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The Governor, Lord Wentworth, finding that the greater part of

his weak garrison was enclosed in Newman bridge or the Risbank,

ordered them to capitulate and join him in Calais, which, without

their assistance, he was unable to defend.

The garrison of Newman bridge effectuated this purpose, but that

of the Risbank could not obtain such favourable conditions, and were

obliged to surrender themselves prisoners.

' The Duke of Guise, no\v holding the place blockaded by sea and

land, thought himself secure of succeeding in his cnterprize ;
but in

Older to prevent all accidents, lie delayed not a moment the attack

of the place. He pointed his batteries towards the castle, made a

breach, and having ordered Andelot, Coligny's brother to drain the

fosses, he commanded an assault, which succeeded, and the French

made a lodgment in the castle. On the night following Wentworth

attempted to recover this post ; but having lost two hundred men in a

furious attack that he made upon it, he found his garrison so weak,
that he was obliged to capitulate. Havre and Guisnes fell soon

after; and thus the Duke of Guise in eight days, during the depth
of winter, recovered this important place, which had cost Edward the

Third a siege of eleven months, at the head of a victorious army.

The English had held it above two hundred years, and it was regarded

as the most important possession belonging to the Crown. The loss

of it is supposed to have had such an effeft on Queen Mary, as to

liave accelerated her death, and she said to an attendant in her lait

moments, that when she was' dead they would find Calais at her

heart *.

By the treaty of Chateau Cambresis it was to have been given up
to the English at the expiration of eight years, at which period Queen
Elizabeth demanded it, and sent troops to take possession, but was

refused under pretence that the terms of a treaty entered into relative

to Havre had been violated. In I 596 it was taken by the Spaniards,

under Duke Albert, and was restored to the French two years after

by the peace of Vervins. In the year 1696, Calais was bombardul

but without any considerable eSeft, by a fleet under the command of

Lord Berkley.

It is at present defended by a citadel and other strong works, the

French have lately constructed some additional batteries toward the

sea ; it is the principal of a district in the department of the Straiis

of Calais, has one parish church, there were several convents before

the revolution, the streets are regular, and the houses in general weU

Hume, vol. i. 4to. edit.
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built. The port is divided into two parts by the river Hames which

runs through the town. The inhabitants are computed at between

4 and 5000, and in time of peace derive their chief support from

the conflux of strangers passing by the packet to and from England.
It has communication with the principal towns in Flanders by a canal,

is five posts from Dunkirk, and thirty.four from Paris. Latitude

50. 58. longitude i. $6. E.

The undermentioned account of the fleet employed by Edward the

Third at the blockade of Calais, will, we think, be interesting to our

readers. Every seaport town in England furnished ships in propor-
tion to their commerce and opulence ; it is curious to observe the

difference between the then and present mercantile consequence of

different towns. Yarmouth appears to have been the first commercial

port in England. Foy$ in Cornwall, furnished more seamen than

London ; and Winchelsea, in Sussex, nearly as many. The following-

is a copy of the manuscript preserved in the Cottonian library, at

present making part of the British Museum:

ROLL OF KI$G EDWARD III.'s FLEET BEFORE CALAIS.

SOUTH FLEET.
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five minutes before 1 2 o'clock. Shortly afterwards both the Audacious

and Casar were becalmed upon the broadside of the Indomptable,
without being able to bring one of their guns to bear, the Caesar not

more than three cable's length from the island battery, and the Auda-
cious still nearer ; both ships drifting in upon the reef. It was at this

time that Sir James Saumarez formed the resolution of attacking the

island with the marines. Boats were signalled for the purpose ; but

being all employed with the Pompce, or sunk by the enemy's fire, it

was found impracticable. A breeze again sprung up, and Sir Jarne*

directed his ship to be laid alongside the Indomptable, in the firm re-

solution of carrying her. The sails were trimmed for that purpose,
as well as the crippled state of the masts and rigging would allow.

But a calm again ensued. The Venerable had never received the

breeze from the time of her cutting, and still lay unmanageable. The

Spencer had drifted considerably to leeward in repairing her rigging.

At thirty-five minutes after one, the Admiral finding it impossible to

approach the enemy, who were now hauled close in shore, (having

nothing to attend to but their guns, whilst on our side it required the

greatest alacrity to get a gun to bear, from the constant change of

position), discontinued the action."

ACCOUNT oftie Attack upon three French Ships and a Frigate*

by an English Squadron, consisting of six Sail ofthe Lint, in tie Bay of

Algeziras, July 6, 1 80 1.

THE division of three French line of battle ships, and one frigate,

tinder the command of Rear- Admiral Citi/en Linois, that sailed from the

Road of Toulon the 25th of last June, destined for Cadiz, came iu

sight of this station and bay, the 1st of July; and the Levant wind

having failed them on entering the Straits, they cruised between the

coast of Africa and that of Europe ;
in which cruise they captured the

English brig of war the Speedy, of sixteen guns, that tvas a Mahon

packet, and was conducting to Gibraltar as a prize the merchant brig

the Union, loaded with oil and provisions. The continuation of the

westerly winds obliged the said division to come into this port on the

4th instant, at seven in the evening. From that moment, recolle&ing

the desperate attacks of the, English at Alexandria and Copenhagen,

we could not but expeft that their squadron, which had been seen off

Cadiz on the jdinstant, under the command ofRear-Admiral Saumarez

Would come and attack this division.

So it happened. As soon as the English received intelligence where

the French had anchored, they steered diredly for the Straits : and on

the 6th instant, at half past six in the morning, six English ship*



J<j6 FURTHER PARTICULARS OF THB

doubled the point of Carnero, and coming round the island of Alge-

bras, advanced in a line within half cannon shat of the French ships.

The batteries of St. Garcia and the island opened their fire upon the

English, and afterwards the frigate and republican ships. As soon as

the English line came opposite to th^ French ships at anchor, they

opened upon them an animated, bold, and unremitting fire. The

.English Admiral having placed himself against the French, and the

British ship the Hannibal being under sail, cannonaded furiously the

French Admiral, who with superior spirit
and success resisted them ;

insomuch that having carried away the Admiral's inizen-mast, and sails

of the main and fore- mast, with no small damage in his hull, the com-

ir.ander of the English ship Hannibal, despising the fire from the bat-

tery of St. Jago, pushed on to his succour, and, intending to place

the French Admiral between two fires by running between him and

the shore, had the imprudence, being unacquainted with his position,

to place himself \\ithin a quarter of a gun-shot of the battery, and ran

aground.
He relieved his admiral, \vho after this went out of the aHon ; but

be lost his own ship and crew, as the fire from the battery and French

Admiral dismantled him, and killed three parts of his ship's company.
Uati! the instant of this ship's surrender, which might be about an

tour after the retreat of the English Admiral, the fire was constant

upon the two French ships and the frigate, as well as the seven Spanisli

gun-boats, the batteries of the island, St. Garcia, St. Jago, La Al-

miranta, and El Mirador, which, as opportunity offered, returned

their fire. The battle lasted from half past eight o'clock in the morn-

Kg, when the fort of St. Garcia opened its fire, till two in the after-

noon, when the last shot was fired from the French ship the In-

domptable.

.The persevering, active, and tremendous fire of the enemy, and that

of the two nations (the French and Spanish), were only distinguish-

able by the prudence, {kill, and greatness of soul with which the al-

lied chiefs directed theirs, and the audacity, temerity, and confusion

which were shewn in that of the English. The idea of this kind of

fighting which we form from the account of the battles at Alexandria

and Copenhagen, does not, in proportion to the numbers engaged,

bear any comparison with that of Algeziras, either In point of bloodi-

ness or obstinacy. The English, after having left the glory and the

field of battle to the two nations, covered with shame, and taugl t by

dear-bought experience, have only given an unequivocal proof of their

inveterate and impolitic hatred to France and Spain ; since, not being
able to obtain any advantage over the French and Spanish forces, they

directed their fire against an inoffensive town, which received no small

X
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damage in its buildings. This is the only glory which the armsj of

Great Britain have to boast of.

Note. The Pompee was towed out of the a&iori by eight boats who
came to her succour from the garrison ; she was kept afloat by casks,

as otherwise spe could not have been brought in.

DETAILED INTELLIGENCE.

Ships of the French Republic which sustained this attack.

Ships.



course, at the entire lowering of which the movements must unlfjrrnty

be made. As the operation, from their local sit nation, cannot naturally

be of long duration, consequently, either by hailing, (if near enough),

or by a signal to pursue the course, the squadron will proceed to form

again the line abreast as formerly.

It is of the utmost importance that the fire from none of the ships

should interfere, or be embarrassed with that of the others in this

squadron, nor to leave the three French ships in the rear.

As soon as these French ships get under sail, all those in my charge
will do the same, following the track of each other, always observing

to keep at a short distance from the French till we weather the Point

of Carnero, in order that if the enemy should get under sail, and find

themselves in a situation of offering battle to our squadron, before it

is formed in the Straits with the line abreast, as above directed, we

may engage them with advantage. Consequently, the least inattention

or delay may produce the most unfortunate consequences. I think

the captains of the ships which I have the honour of commanding are

fully persuaded of this truth, and therefore I depend upon its efficacy ;

and I flatter myself, that they are convinced every thing will be per-

formed on my part, which can be inspired by my wish to add to the

glory of his Majesty's arms, that of our corps in particular, and of the

nation in general.

LINE OF BATTLE IN THE NATURAL ORDER.

fSf. Ferdinand

2d Squadron \ St. Antonio

iHermenegild

/"Formidable - - A French frigate.

1 st Squadron J R yai Charles -
Frigate the Sabina,

Llndomptable - - - Cutter-Vautour,

f Argonauta

3d Squadron J Desaix

I St. Augustin

A VERY ESSENTIAL CAVTION.

A red pendant under any other signal, signifies that the signal

above is directed only to the French ships under the command of M.
de Linois.

On board the Real Carlos in the Bay ofAlgeziras, nth July, 1801,

JUAN JOAQUIN MORENO.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. EDITOR, Islington, Sept. 18, i8or.

HAVING accidentally observed in page 446 of the first volume of

your Publication, among tbe naval appointments which have

taken place, that *' Lieutenant William Hanwell, who succeeded to

the command of the Sheerness frigate on the African station (upon
the decease of Commodore James Cornwallis), is confirmed in the rank

of Post Captain.
' Note. The African station is the only one belonging to Great

Britain where officers are allowed the privilege of giving themselves

rank upon the event of a superior's decease. Lieutenant Hanwell beino-

left the senior officer on the coast, gained two gradations of rank ; a

circumstance so rare as to occasion this remark.
" Your humble servant.

Surrey Street, April 19, 1799.
" NAUTICUS."

The following letter and memorial will serve to show the good for-

tune which attended Lieutenants Hanwell and Roberts relative to their

promotion.

By inserting the enclosed you will oblige

Your old friend and reader,

AFRIGANUS.

To the RIGHT HONOURABLE the LORDS COMMISSIONERS of the

ADMIRALTY for executing the Office of LORD HIGH ADMIRAL
of GREAT BRITAIN, &c. &c. &c.

The MEMORIAL of WILLIAM ELLETSON KING, a Lieutenant

in the Royal Navy,

HUMBLY SHEWETH,
THAT your memorialist sailed from England on the nth of March

i 798, as second Lieutenant of his Majesty's ship Sheerness, under

the^command of James Cornwallis, Esq. which ship was ordered

on the African station.

THAT on the arrival of the Sheerness on the coast of Africa, about the

zoth of April 1798, Captain James Cornwallis had his broad

pendant flying as senior officer in the command of his Majesty's,

ships and vessels on, that station.

THAT amongst his Majesty's ships and vessels on that station, hia Ma

jesty's sloop Serpent, commanded by Captain Richard Buckoll

was one, which sloop was then at some distance lower down thft

-j,.> jcpatthan the Sheerness.
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THAT some days after the arrival of the Sheernes? on the coast, Cap-
tain Richard Buckoll, commander of the Serpent, died ; and, as

the Serpent was not then in company with the Commodore's ship^

the command of her for the time being devolved to Lieutenant

Thomas Roberts, the senior lieutenant of that sloop. This cir-

cumstance was known to Commodore Cornwallis, who intended,

on the Serpent's joining company, to have appointed Lieutenant

William Hanwell, then senior Lieutenant of his ship, to the com-

mand of her.

THAT soon after Commodore Cornwallis also dusd, and Lieutenant

William Hanwell, succeeding to the command by his pwn appoint-

ment, thereby became Post Captain, and since his return to

England your Lordships have confirmed him in that rank, as

Captain of his Majesty's ship Sheerness.

THAT your memorialist conceives the practice of the service to be,

That where his Majesty's ships or vessels are singly on the coast,

whenever a commander dies, the next officer in seniority succeeds

by his own appointment, and js in that case invariably confirmed ;

but where there are more ships or vessels, the Commodore has

, the power of appointing whatever successor he thinks proper.

THAT your memorialist humbly conceives, with all deference to your
. v Lordships' opinion, that immediately on a commander in chief

arriving on his station, all ships and vessels on that station are vir-

tually under his command, that all vacancies are at his disposal,

and that he would enjoy his share of any prize captured by such,

$hips or vessels, although they had not joined company ; and in

this presumption your memorialist thinks he is
justified, by the

self appointment of Lieutenant Thomas Roberts not having re-

ceived your Lordships' confirmation.

THAT your memorialist begs permission to state, that had the Sheer-

ness fortunately joined the Serpent previous to die death of

Commodore Cornwallis, Lieutenant William Hanwell would have

been appointed to the command of the latter
;
and had they then

separated, and the Serpent gone off thf: coast, your memorialist

then, as senior lieutenant, would, on the death of Commodore

Cornwallis, have enjoyed the advantages which Lieutenant Wii.

liam Hanwell has done, and become post captain.

THAT your memorialist, under these considerations, therefore most

humbly prays, that your Lordships Will be pleased to take his

case into consideration ; arid that as it evidently appears th

casualty of the Serpent's not having joined the Sheerness has alone

prevented your memorialist from holding the appointment even of

post captain, according to the established custom of the service^
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pnd trusting that the same considerations which induce a confir-

piation of all regular appointments on that coast will operate iq

his favour, as the chance of preferment to men destitute of interest

is so casual, that, under these circumstances, your memorialist

hopes your Lordships will not think him presumptuous in sub,-

mitting, with all respeft, the claim which the regulations of the

service, he conceives, entitles him to, of succeeding to the rank

of Master and Commander.

(A Copy.) WM ELLETSON KING, Lieut.

MY LORD, 2V0. 123, Great Portland Street, $tb April 1799,

I MUST rely on your Lordship's goodness and indulgence, more

than any apology I could make for presuming to press myself on your

Lordship's attention, a perfeft stranger. My only claim is being a

British officer, and I trust of an unblemished character.

I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of a memorial which I purpose

immediately to submit to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.
I trust the claim I presume to make is not unfounded

; but though

fully satisfied of their Lordships' just decision on its merits, yet the

anxiety and timidity with which your Lordship will readily conceive

I must feel in a business sq important as this is to me, makes me de-

sirous of having my case suppoited by the weight of your Lordship's

opinion and influence.

As by the non-confirmation of Lieutenant Thomas Roberts it ap-

pears to me that his self-appointment was not held good by their

Lordships, because the Serpent was absolutely under the command of

Commodore Coriivvallis at the time, it follows, that virtually the

Commodore's intended appointment was that which had a claim
; and

^s two vacancies absolutely occurred, had the ships joined 1 should

have filled one.

I hope, my Lord, this business will appear in the same light to

you. I am a man without personal interest, and have, I trust, sup-

ported my character in all situations. The mere chance of promotion,

my Lord, may never again so favourably occur, and I have passed

through that ordeal which is constantly considered as meriting con-

firmation to any appointment which occurs.

For these reasons, I most humbly beg permission to solicit your

Lordship's patronage and protection when my memorial is under con-

sideration. Once more intreating your Lordship's pardon,

I have, the honour to be, my Lord,

With the utmost respe& and deference, ..

Your Lordship's most obedient and very humble servant,

WM ELLETSON KING, Lieut,

o the Right Hon. Earl Spencer, &c. (A Copy.)
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MR. EDITOR,

YOU will oblige me by inserting the following account.

September 17, i8oi. NAUTICUS.

jln Account of the Damage the ARDENT received in the Batt.'e
off"

Copenhagen^ the zd of Aprily 1801. Commanded by Captain THOMAS
BERTIE.

|N the larboard side, forward from the gangway, on the upper-

deck, and below the wale, fifty- seven shot-holes, and eleven

others between wind and water.

On the above side, aft from the gangway as before, twenty-one
shot-holes, and five others between wind and water.

On the starboard side, six shot- holes, and two through the head-

knee, the planks and timbers cut, and much started.

Several shot-holes through the side of the quarter-deck and cabin,

and the cat and timber heads much damaged.

On the main-deck, several port cells, sparketting, and a number of

timbers badly wounded in the wake of the ring-bolts for securing the

guns.
The clamps and riders much damaged by shot in several places.

The skids and booms mostly rendered unserviceable by shot.

On the lower gun-deck, the port cells, carlings, and sparketting,

much damaged by shot, and the riders and clamps badly wounded in

several places.

On the larboard side of the orlop-deck, the clamps and several

planks of the lining cut through in different places, and one beam

much damaged.

Many iron knees broke.

The jib-boom shot away.

The bowsprit wounded.

The fore-mast shot through in different places, and in other parts

very badly wounded.

The foretop-gallant-mast and cap shot away.

The fore-yard, both arms shot away, and in other places mucH

wounded.

The larboard arm of the foretop-sail-yr.rd shot away.

. One of the fore-crosa-trees shot away, and the trussell-trees much

wounded.

The main-mast shot through in many placesj and in many other

garts badly wounded.
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Part of the main-cap shot away, and one of the main trussell-tree

much wounded.

Larboard maintop-sail yard-arm badly wounded.

The mizen-mast shot through, and badly wounded.

The tops wounded.

Several of the fore and main chain-plates and dead-eyes shot away,
and the channels much wounded.

The sheet cable shot away, &c. and the anchor went overboard

during the a&ion.

Every main-shroud shot away, except one on the larboard side ;

the main- lifts, geers, &c. carried away.
Most of the fore-shrouds shot away.
Most of the running rigging cut by shot.

One hundred and thirty-sight shot-holes in the fore-sail, and sixty.,

seven in the fore-top-sail. The main-top-sail much torn by shot,

almost to pieces.

The mizen- top-sail and other sails much cut.

The best bower cable cut.

A cutter alongside of the ship sunk, and another boat and a pin-

nace rendered unserviceable by shot.

Most of the quarter-deck guns disabled and rendered useless, and

two-thirds of the guns on the main- deck rendered unserviceable.

Length of the a&ion with the Ardent, four hours and fifty-two

minutes.

Twenty-eight men killed and one Midshipman, two others died of

their wounds.

Sixty men badly wounded, of which eighteen amputations were

made in arms^nd legs.

Forty men lightly wounded : doing their duty.

Cartridges expended of different descriptions, 2464.

Round shot of 42 pounders, 928

Ditto, 24 ditto,
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tiLUSTRATIONS OF NAVAL HISTORY.

Copies of Letters that passed between Sir GEORGE ROOKE an

GEORGE o/"DENMARK, respecting Captain WISH ART'S not being pro-

moted to the Rank of an Admiral in preference to Caff. WHETSTONE.

January 24^, 1703-4, Royal Catherine, SpitheaJ.

Thefleet being about to sail iuith the King of Spain for Lisbon^

MAY it please your Royal Highness, it is with all the grief and

confusion of mind imaginable that I find myself obliged to

address your Royal Highness in terms, that may be, by the most

malicious deemed disrespectful or remonstrative, but when I conceive

the Queen's service or my own honour concerned, I cannot for my
life be tacit.

1 am informed Captain Whetstone is preferred to be Rear-Admin!

of the Blue in prejudice (pardon the expression), of Captain Wishart,

who is senior Officer and Captain to the Admiral of the Fleet. I

have always been of opinion, that where seniority and merit meet in

the same person, it would be of the worst consequence to the service

to discourage Officers so qualified.

Possibly Captain Wishart's being a Scotchman may be a reasonable

objection with some to his preferment at this time, but I think this

circumstance should have been set in its true light before the Queen
and your Royal Highness, for though he be of that country by birth,

he is an Englishman by interest, which I take to be the best security

her Majesty can have from any of them. For some years since he

sold what he had in Scotland, and adding to it what l*e acquired in

the King's service and his wife's fortune, purchased, and now enjoys

a very good estate in Yorkshire ; he ever had the chara6rer of a good
Officer and an honest man, and, I think, in my conscience, he de*

serves it. He has always had right and justice done him in his pre-

ferment in the fleet till he had the misfortune of coming under my
particular care and protection.

In the thirty years I have commanded in the navy, my principal

consideration and regard has ever been the service and the honour of

my Princess's country, and next to that, the advancement and interest

of my reputation ; I cannot, Sir, but with humble submission, reflect

and conclude, that by this neglect of Captain Wishart, my services to

her Majesty arc not well received, or misunderstood, though I take

God to witness, that I could not exert myself with greater diligence

and zeal, nor wish to have been more successful in it than 1 have beeiv

So that, Sir, since my interest is fallen so low that I cannot do justice

to her Majesty's service, or my friends in the fleet ; I do, with the

humblest respect and duty 3 beg of your Rov;;l Highness to intercede
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and prevail with the Queen, that I may without her displeasure obtain

her Majesty's leave and permission to resign my command, and retire

tp my patrimony ; where I may, without interruption, end my days
in repose and devotion, which I wish may not tend to save my soul,

nor to the prosperity of my family, whenever I negled to pray that

the choicest blessings of Heaven may descend on her Majesty and

your Royal Highness, and that the Almighty may bless and preserve

you long together. I am, in all duty,

Royal Sir,

Your, &c. &c.

G. ROOKE.

7/jg ADMIRAL soon after received thefollowing Letter.

St. Janet's, January 26, 1703-4.
I HAD so much concern for you that I did not show to the

Queen your letter of the 24th. You may believe her Majesty and I

have all manner of confidence in you, when we put the greatest trust

in England in your hands, and that therefore Rear-Admiral Whet-

stone's promotion was not intended as a slight to you, or diseskem

of your services, for which we have a just value. I think that all sort

of encouragement ought to be given to those who have been forward

to go to the West Indies, and Mr. Whetstone's carrying the flag

there with approbation, was the cause of his having it here. I should

have asked your advice in this matter, had you been in town; but I

remember upon making the flags last year, all my Council were of

opinion that the Crown never had tied itself down to seniority in

choosing its Officers, You may be confirmed of my esteem and the

regard I have always had for yourself and services, and will be satisfied

by the continuance of my kindness, that I am

Your affectionate Friend,

GKORL.E.
^S4T>

To the above /Ar ADMIRAL immediately wrote asfolhixis :

May it please your Royal Highness4

I HAVE received the honour of your Highness*s letter of tTiCv

26th instant, for which 1 cannot be sufficiently thankful. It is fit

for to reply to your Royal Highness, and in terms of the gvi atcst

submission and duty, and it is in these, that I humbly take Itave 10,

inform your Royal Highness, that it is the only instance since tl-at

office has been constituted in the Navy, that the first Captain to the

Admiral has been rejected in favour of a younger Officer, an 1 tliii

neglect of me has so impaired my credit and interest in th_ flee:,

that I cannot think myself qualified to execute the great trust ha

EE
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Majesty is pleased to impose on me. I have nothing to value myself

upon but the reputation I have acquired in my country's service, and

ivhcr I think thai suffers, I am touched in my tenderest part, in which ,

I am so very sensible on this occasion, that I must beg your Roya)

Highness to lay my letter before the Queen, and that you will be

pleased to prevail with her Majesty in granting my desired request and

retirement* I am> with all imaginable duty,

Royal Sir,

Your, Sec. &c.

G. ROOKE.
Ar

. B. On the 5th of February following, Captain Wishart re-

ceived the Prince's commission to be Rear- Admiral of the Blue, and

hoisted his flag at Spithcad, on board che Suffolk
; but at the King

of Spain's request he consented to contiuue first Captain of the fleet

for that expedition.

Copy of an Agreement made between Captain J. M'BRini, and hit

Prisoner Admiral Don JUAN DE LANGARA, the late Commander oj

flfePHCENix (now the GIBRALTAR).

Bienfaisanty. at sea, Jan. 17, 1780.
A SMALL pox of a very malignant nature, being now on board

his Britannic Majesty's ship BJenfaisant, the feelings of a British

Officer cannot allow him to introduce an infe&ion often so fetal even

among his enemies, more particularly when the very gallant defence

made by Admiral Langara, his Officers, and crew is considered ; and,

therefore, Captain M'Bride consents that Admiral Langara, his

Officers, and crew shall not he removed from the Phoenix Spanish ship

of war, prize to his Majesty's ship Bienfaisant; and Admiral Langara
Is to be responsible for the conduct of those lately under his command

for not interrupting Lieutenant Louis, his Officer, in conducting and

defending the ship to the last extremity, agreeably to the orders

given him ; and in case of meeting with any Spanish or French ships

of war, and that the Phoenix should be retaken, and the Bienfaisant

fight her way through, Admiral Don Juan de Langara, his Officers,

and crew are to hold themselves prisoners to Captain M'Bride on

their parole of honour, which, with Spanish Officers, he is confident

is always sacred. Should the Bienfaisant be taken and the Phcenix

escape, Admiral Langara and crew are no longer prisoners, but free

immediately. In short, they are in every respefl to share the fate

of the Bienfaisant, as were it not for th.e distemper they would have

been on board of her.

(Signed) J. M'BRIDE.
PON JUAN DE LANGARAs
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A MARINE TALE,
VHARLOrrE SMItK.
FROM MARCHMONT.

There often wanders one, whom better days
Saw better clad :

A servant maid was she ; and fell in love

With one who left her, went to sea> and died 1

ND who is poor Phoebe ?" enquired Akhea. * Poor un-

happy girl!" replied Mrs. Moscly, "she is a god-child,

Madam, of mine, andjlever any body met with greater misfortunes

For her station. Her poor brain is hurt by all she has gone through ;

but she is very harmless* and sometimes her senses return again for a

time. I am afraid^ poor creature! she is in one of her wandering fits

now, for she seidom comes at other times* Indeed, I have not seen

her before these two months.,"

Althea had no time to enquire farther as to the objeft that had

already excited her pity, when a yoong woman of one or two and

twenty, pale and thin, her dress clean but coarse, and without a hat,

entered the room with a hurried step, and not seeming to observe,

that Akhea was there, she came tip to the old woman, and, taking
her hand, smiled, but it was a melancholy smile, then looking

steadily in her face, said,
" I have got to you at last, my dear friend '

they would have hindered me again, but 1 have stole away from

them ; and you will let me stay with "you, will you not ?"

"
Yes, Pfocebe," said Dame Mosely,

" if you will stay in the

house> and not leave me without telli'ng
where you are going to. But

there is the young lady that used to send me so much help when

you was here last."

" The young lady !* cried the unhappy girl,
" I am in the way

then, I am sorry I came, pray forgive me ;
I did not know the

lady was here. Pray be not angry, I will go home again -indeed I

will." " No, no," interrupted Althea, "
you shall stay here, Phoebe.

1 am myself going presently ; and till I do, it will distress me if you

do not sit down and talk to your old friend just as you used to do."

Phcebe looked at her with an unsteady yet expressive eye ; then

turning to Mrs. Mosely, she said, in a half whisper, She is like

the angels I used to dream of once, when I had hopes of going among

them, away from this bad world ; and I thought they had just such

voices."

Dame Mosely again spoke to her. She heeded her not, -but fixing

her eyes on the window, sighed as if her heart would breaki 1 hen,

after a moment's pause, she turned quickly, and said,
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" You remember ! so now, as you are busy, dear godmother, I

will go."
" Not down to the sea side," answered the other.
" Why ! I have not been there a long time till to-day, indeed ! and

I am better, a great deal better for it."
"

Well, well, Phoebe, you must not go again ; you must not, in-

deed. Come, if you do not mind me I shall be angry, and will not

let you come to see me again."
" Won't you ? Oh ! that will be very cruel. And will you, my

oldest and last friend, be as cruel as all other people are ? Well, if you
will, do then ! make me be shut up again, and make me to be beat and

punished by that cruel
"

(another deep sigh burst from her sad

heart, but she went on),
"
by that cruel . Ah ! well it will be

the sooner over ! if nobody, nobody at all, is Itft, who has com-

passion for rue, perhaps it may not be so difficult to die, as I find it

now ! but I tire you. Pray, ma'am, excuse me," turning to Althea,

with a half courtesy,
'* I am a poor miserable creature, without a

friend left in the wide world !"

Althea was so affe&ed that she could not answer her, otherwise

than by turning to Mrs. Mosely, and begging her to soothe the poor

girl rather than contradict her.

" Come, Phoebe," said the old woman, " if you have been to the

sea side, you cannot desire, you know, to go again ; you shall go' and

lie down upon my bed, for I am sure your head aches, and you are

tired. Come be a good girl, and then you shall stay with me a day

or two."

It seemed as if the unsettled mind of this unfortunate being was

tremblingly alive to the voice of kindness ; for without farther opposf-

tion she gave her hand to Mrs. Mosely, and suffered her to lead her

out.

When she got to the door she turned towards Althea, and, with

her head mournfully declined, sighed out,
" God bless you, young

Lady!"
" This poor young creature, Madam," said Mrs. Mosely,

'
is a

god-child of mine, as I told you. Her mother was a servant to Mrs.

Marchmont and a great favourite of every body's she married very

<vell, the son of one of the richest farmers hereabouts, and they lived

with the old people, where this poor girl was born. She was well

brought up ; but unfortunately her father and mother both died, and

the grandfather met with heavy losses, and was grown very old, so

that he could not carry on his business ;
and therefore was forced to

give it up to another of his sons, who was a hard selfish kind of man,

and did not much tare to be burdened with Phoebe, though, while
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Ills father lived, he let her stay to take car of him. He died at a

great age about four years ago, and then Phoebe was desired by her

uncle to look out for a service. She was taken to serve two
single

Ladies who lived at Exeter, who, seeing her a sensible girl used to
make her read to them, and to work in the room with them ; so that

he learned a little more than common servants generally do. These
JLadies had a brother, who was Captain of an India Ship ; and re-

turning home from a voyage, he came down to see them. He had a

servant, a young man who had been three voyages abroad, and saved

a little money. He fell in love with Phcebe, and as it was a good
match for her, the Ladies did not oppose their being married, though

they were very sorry to patt with her. She went with her husband,
Mr. Prior, to London, being then not eighteen. I don't understand

how such things happen, having known nothing about them when I

was young, but it somehow or other came to pass, that Mr. Prior,

who had laid out the best part of his money in some goods from India,

lost them all by the wicked deceitfulness of a friend he had trusted.

I heard that by reason of their being smuggled, they were all seized by
the Custom-House Officers ; and that so, poor Prior lost above four

hundred pounds. Well ! to make the best of it, and to begin the

world, as it were, again (his master, the Captain, being gone back to

sea), he accepted of an offer that was made him to go out to the West

Indies to settle there as a sort of steward, or overseer of a gentleman'a

estate, and he had the liberty of taking his wife with him. So away

they went to Jamaica, about two years ago. Poor Phcebe wrote to

me just before they went away, and seemed in high spirits, saying

that nobody ever was happier in a good husband than she was, and

*he hoped to come back and see me one day or other, and all friend*

in England ; but that she did not mind leaving it with such a kind

and tender friend as her dear Prior was to her. [To be continued

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE LXXI.

r
]pHE annexed plate represents the gallant attack made by Captain
-"> H. Inman, of his Majesty's ship Andromeda, having under hi

orders a small squadron of sloops, fire-vessels, and gun-boats, on a

French frigate, of 50, and three of 40 guns, in Dunkirk roads, on the

7th of July i8co, at night.

In the centre of the plate is the Dart sloop of war, Captain P.

Campbell, in the aft of boarding La Desiree national frigate, of 40

guns, which ship he carried after an obstinate resistance. On the

right is a distant view of the English fire-vessels in flames, and the

enemy's ships getting under way to avoid them. For the Gazette

ascount of this spirited attack, see voL iv. page 72.
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PHILOSOPHICAL PAPER.

7k Method nfimpregnating Water in large Vuantitifs with f
jo as to give it the Pr^rtift of Mineral Water,for the Use ofthe Stci

en board &f thips, and in Hospitalt.

T-\ R. Priestley, some years ago, communicated to the Lords of
A-' the Admiralty a method of impregnating water with fixed air*
attained from an effervescing mixture of chalk and vitriolic acid, and
of making an a.-tificial Pyrmont water. This operation has since
been considerably facilitated by the invention of Dr. Nooth's glaw
machine, with Mr. Parker's and Mr. Magellan's improvements.

That machine, though admirably contrived for the preparation of
uch quantities of artificial mineral water as may be necessary ia

private families, would be too small for the sickly crew of a large ship.
But it appears to me that a mode may be adopted by which the pro*
eess may be performed on a much larger scale.

TLc
advar,tag*.a which would proceed from an

easily prafticablt
aethod of supplying the sick men in long voyages with such water,

must be obvious to every medical practitioner. The mineral waters
of Pyrmont and Seltzer may, by these means, be closely imitated,
and the artificial water v/ill be beneficial in all cases in which the na-
tural is found useful. By this process also may Mr. Bewley's
mephitic julep be prepared ; than which the materia rnedfca, perhaps*
dota not afford a more efficacious or more grateful medicine in putrid
fevers, scurvy, dysentery, bilious vomitings, hedtic, &c.

THE PROCESS.

CUT off the two extremities of a calf's or pig's bladder (/) (fig*

5) and having previously moistened them, into one end insert the top
of the tubular stopper (e), round the neck of which it is to be closely

fastened with strong thread. Into the upper end introduce the part

(g) of the long bent tube (/>), and tie them round in the name man*

ner. The pipe (h] must be passed through a hoi., formed by a hot

Iron borer, in a large cork adapted to the orifice (/) in the cask (BB)
to which it must be cemented : and the length of the pipe from thiY

point must be such as to reach within a few inches of the bottom of

the cask (B B), which is to be completely filled with freah water, of

wch as has been recovered from lime.

To a quantity of mild calcareous earth and water, as rlircftcd in

the preceding process, placed in the air vessel (C, fig. 5.) add a small

portion of strong vitriolic ac;'d, and by the time most of the coi:

air may be supposed to be expelled by the fixed air, arising from ihe
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mild calcareous earth, add a larger quantity of acid, and putting the

tubulated stopper (e) in its place, the bladder (/) will become in-

flated. Press it gently till its sides collapse ; and then introduce the

pipe (hi)) with its cork, into the orifice (') of the cask (B B) ; again

press the air forward, as it distends the bladder into the water cask,

where bubbling up through -the water, it will rise to the surface, and

by its pressure force the water to ascend into the funnel (k) which

is to be cemented into the head of the cask at (/), in proportion as

the water in the cask becomes impregnated with fixed air, that in the

funnel will return into its place ; but if, at any time, the latter should

rise so high as to be in danger of overflowing, a quantity of air may
be let out of the water cask, by means of the small plug at (m). And
tins is necessary to be done, occasionally, to discharge the residuum

of the fixed air, which is not soluble in water.

The water may be tasted from time to time, by drawing off a small

quantity at a cock fixed into the cask, and when it has obtained a

sufficiently pungent taste, the process may be finished. This will

take several hours, but in this case little attendance will be re-

quisite *. If the operation be required to be performed more expe-

ditiously, it may be quickened by agitating the water cask. To do

this, the tubular stopper (e) must be withdrawn from the air vessel,

and supported, together with the bladder, by an assistant, while the

cask (B B) is shaken. During this time another tubular stopper must

be put into the air vessel, and it may be immersed into a quantity of

lime-water to prevent waste. When the agitation has been continued

for some minutes, iu proportion to the falling of the water in the

funnel, replace the stopper attached to the bladder (/) in the air

Tessel v-hen taken out of the lime-water, and proceed as before, re-

peating the agitation occasionally.

Duiing the process, additional quantities of vitriolic acid may be

introduced into the air vessel through the opening at (</), which is to

be, at all other times, carefully secured with its stopper.

Perhaps the most convenient size for the cask intended for the pur-

pose of impregnating water with fixed air, would be about ten or

twelve gallons.
- Should the scurvy, or other putrid diseases, prevail*

or slwuld putrid provisions or other septic causes render the crews

more than usually liable to such diseases, and occasion a larger con-

sumption of this water to be necessary, the cask may be proportion-

ably larger, or a greater number of small casks may be employed.

> The operator mu<t be attentive that the top of the cask be air tight. If

birie ivater be poured upon it, any defects may be detected by the air bubbling

tXrough the water, and tfce
faulty place must be secured with luting.

"
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JN ACCOUNT OF
THE PRINCIPAL NAVAL ACTIONS

THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN. THE NARROW SEAS SINCE
THE CONQUEST.

[Continued from page 1 24.]

"JVTO
action of consequence appears to have taken place until the

T latter end of the century, in the reign of Edward the first, when in

1290, a very obstinate engagement was fought between the English
and Normans; the particulars of this battle are variously related by
different authors, who all agree in stating, that our countrymen had

the advantage. According to Hemingford, the quarrel originated in

the Normans plundering some merchant ships. Edward, whose

attention was at that time entirely devoted to the affairs of Scotland,

where he assumed the title of arbitrator between the many com-

petitors for the Throne, vacant by the recent death of Alexander, had

drawn the principal part of his fleet to that quarter ; and wishing, if

possible, to avoid a dispute with France, the English merchants were

plundered with impunity. Emboldened by success, the Normans

continued their depredations ; the English fitted out private ships, and

commenced reprisals ; descents were alternately made by both parties ;

and some towns on each side the channel suffered in this piratical

kind of warfare, until the Monarchs interfered, and it was at length

agreed between the nations to decide the contest for the dominion of

the sea by a battle ; the I4th of April, was fixed on for the day, and a

large empty vessel stationed between the coasts of England and

Normandy, where it was proposed to begin the engagement*.

Reinforcements were procured by both sides from the different

maritime powers ; England was assisted by Ireland, Holland, and

Norway ; the French, Flemings, and Genoese, came to the aid of

the Normans. The early part of the day on which the conflict took

place, is said to have been very stormy. The battle was obstinately

contested, but vi&ory at last declared in favour of the English. The

loss on both sides is stated to have been immense (several thousands) ;

the right of England was acknowledged to the dominion of the seas,

and 240 sail of the enemy's ships are said to have been taken by the

victorious Englishmen .

Walsingham and Brighton, who relate the matter differently, agree

in the general account as to the viftory, but say that the quarrel,

* We rather doubt whether the circumstance here related took place, as

the learned Selden, who has quoted (in his Mare Claimim
1

! a&ions which

happened previous to this, certainly would not hare passed in silence a cii-

cumstance ?o much in favour of his argument,

mi vi. ? *
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which originated between a Norman Pilot and an English Mariner,

produced reprisals
and a fierce contest between the subjects of both

nations, long before the two monarchs interfered ; and that sixty

English ships happening to fall in with a Norman fleet of 200 or 240

sail, laden with wine,, after a sharp contest, in which the loss of the

French is stated to be enormous, the whole Fleet was taken and

carried to England.
Even Father Daniel, who will not be suspected of partiality to

Englishmen, allows, that to revenge the insults offered by a British

armament which had entered the River Seine, destroyed or sunk all

the shipping found there, and committed other hostilities on the

French coast, a fleet was fitted out, and the command given to

Charles Count de Valois, who, engaging the English, was totally de-

feated ;
but adds, that the French soon after fitted out another,

which, under command of Matthew Montmorenci and Jean de

Harcourt, surprised and burnt the town of Dover.

When our third Edward, of glorious memory, was preparing to

assert his' claim to the Throne of France, the enemy, who appear to

have been very powerful at sea, committed great depredation on the

English coast ; landing by surprise, and burning many towns and

Tillages. Portsmouth is said to have been plundered by them about

this period.

Hie French having collected a numerous fleet to opp ose King
Edward, a desperate conflict ensued near Sluys, on the Flemish coast ;

as this is the first account we have of a King of England being

personally engaged in a sea fight, and is otherwise highly interesting,

we will give a description of it in the words of a very respectable

naval historian.

"
King Edward having got a fleet of 200 ships together, which

was afterwards joined by the northern fleet, he embarked with his

troops on the 22d of June 1340, and the next day set sail from the

Downs, having then a fleet of 260 sail of ships fit for war. The
Trench in the mean time, having early notice of Edward's design,

got all their naval force, consisting of 400 sail of ships, together in

the port of Sluys *, resolving to the utmost of their power to prevent

his landing thereabout. Edward sent the Lord Cobbam, and some

others to view the enemy's fleet, and upon their report, resolved,

notwithstanding thtir superiority, to open a passage through them ;

hi ambition of acquiring fame having made him receive the news

with more joy than surprise, when the news was brought to the

King, he made answer :

* Above sir. score large ships an.i a great number of smaller vessels, called

Hanguebo!>,with 40,000 men, chiefly is orraan Picards, and Genoese. Froissard.
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I have long waited for this opportunity: with the help of God,
and St. George, I will now engage them, and be revenged for all the

affronts they have offered me *.

The King having ordered all his ships to be in readiness, placed the

strongest in the front, and filled those with archers, which were at

each end of the line.

Between every two ships of archers he caused one to be placed,
filled with men at arms ; he likewise ordered another line to be
formed on the side, as a body of reserve ; and filled the ships with

archers to support or relieve those which might most want it, as

occasion might require +.

The English fleet approaching the haven of Sluys in this order,

found the French already lying in order of battle, in three divisions,

waiting for them
; upon which ensued one of the most bloody en-

gagements that any age had produced in those seas, and the first in

which a King of England had commanded in person. The English

having gained the advantage of the wind and sun, by their dexterity

and management, the King ordered the signal for engaging to be

given, as soon as the fleet was got within a proper distance for
receiving

or giving the onset.

The Normans, perceiving the English to tack as they did, to get
the wind, thought they were taking to their heels, and began to,

triumph ; but they soon found their mistake, and being able seamen,

and good combatants, prepared for the fight. They began the

battle by advancing with the great Christopher, a ship they had

taken the year before from the English ; and with a great noise of

trumpets, and other instruments, attempted to break the line, to come
at the ship in which they supposed the King to be. They were

received with a general shout, and during continued huzzas, the.

English poured such a shower of arrows from their long-bows, into,

the enemy's ships, as soon covered their decks with dead and wounded

men, and put the whole fleet in a general consternation ; the great

Christopher was taken in the beginning of the battle, and all that

were in her killed or made prisoners. The English filled her with

archers, and sent her to annoy the Genoese : and now death and

destruction appeared on every side in their most terrible array. The

air was darkened with arrows, and the men at arms engaged in close

fight ; the English taking advantage of the confusion thty had put

the French in at the beginning, soon boarded, with the help of their

gnppling- irons ; and pursuing their good fortune, obtained a

complete vidory with the loss of 4000 men ; and the French attribute

Froissard,

Ibid.
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the success wf this day to the assistance the English had from a great
number of Flemish ships *, which coming out of several ports of

Flanders, joined them in the beginning of the battle.

When night was come upon them, there were thirty French ships,

which, not having been in the engagement, sought to escape, under

favour of darkness. Among these, was a very large vessel, called the

James, of Diep, on which, when taken, after she with the rest had

been engaged with the Earl of Huntingdon the whole night, they

found 400 dead bodies.

Great numbers of the French sailors threw themselves into the sea,

and submitted to a certain death, rather than abide the repeated

Tollies of the English arrows ; or, what might contribute more to

this desperate resolution, in the heat of the battle, no quarter was

given in the ships that were taken. This battle ksted from eight in

the morning, till seven at night. The loss on the French side

amounted to 30,000 men, and 230 ships ; ot>ly thirty f, or very few +

ships escaped ; according to their own accounts they tost two admirals,

Buhuchet. who was killed in the action, and De Keiuel taken prisoner.

King Edward behaved during the whole of the battle, with inimitable

courage and conduct ;
if the former filled his soldiers with admiration,

the latter raised no less wonder in the mariners ; they saw with

astonishment, a Prince, who had never commanded at sea before, give

his orders with as much prudence and foresight, as if it had been the

whole business of his life; he minded neither danger nor fatigue, but

was always present where the action was the hottest.

The French King's Courtiers being under uneasiness,in what manner

they should communicate so great a loss to him, his jester took upon
him to do it, and going into his Majesty's presence, broke out into

acclamations of :
" Oh the cowardly English ! paltry English! faint-

hearted i.nglish !" whereupon the King asking, Why they were such

cowards, What had they done ? Why, replied he, because they had

not the coutage to jump into the sea, as your Majesty's brave Normans

and Frenchmen have done .

P. Daniel makes the following observations on this sea fight ; the

first is, that no mention is made, in our accounts of this battle, either of

the rostrum, which was in ancient times the principal offensive

weapon of the ship, or of gallics or rowers ; nor is any notice taken

of that manner of working ships, by which the commander of one

ship attempttd to break the oars of another, and thereby render

it unfit for service. This the Latins called, remor drtergere, and it

was performed in the following manner: the ship making this attempt,
laid itself as near as possible to the enemy's ship, in a parallel line, and

* P. Daniel, Hollinbhed.

f Kni;hton.

J M alsingKam.
i hit anecdote is mentioned by several historians.
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then, at a signal given, rushing on at once, with all the way they
could give their vessel, and either lifting up, or withdrawing their

oars suddenly, ran with violence on the enemy's ship and broke
their oars, with the hull of their own vessel ; after which they

generally tacked, and either gored the other ship with their rostrum,
or prtappled. Hence it follows, that at this time, as well the English,
as the French, had not only left off the manner of the Romans, who
in their naval combats, always made use of oars, but the use of beaked

vessels, which were called na<ves rostrate, that were yet used in the

time of Philip August (toward the conclusion of the twelfth, and

beginning of the thirteenth century), and indeed, neither the rostrum,
nor the eperon, or beak-head, which afterwards supplied the place of

it, could be managed without oars ; also that the King of England

placed all his ships of the greatest force in the front, by which we

may conclude that he formed at least two lines. Secondly, that the

ships which were placed at the two ends of the first line were filled

with archers :' this was that they might continually infest the enemy
with their arrows ; and from thence may be inferred, that those in the

centre were manned with men at arms, besides which we find he

placed a ship with men at arms between every two ships with

archers ; the design of which was probably to be ready for a close

fight. Thirdly, that he ktpt another squadron at a distance, to be a

body of reserve ; which, without doubt had orders to detach vessels

from time to time, to the assistance of those they should observe to be

the most pressed.

What is here observed of the English fleet being ranged in a

double line, confirms what was said before, that the greatest part of

the fleet consisted of high decked vessels, and not of gallics : for the

common way of arranging gallies
was in the form of a half moon, the

two points or horn of which advanced toward the enemy ; and the

fleets lay with their prows or heads facing one another. Thus, as our

gallies, at this time, have their guns on their prows or forecastles, so

they placed their machines and chief instruments of defence there.

On the other hand, in these high decked ships, the archers, slinger, and

ballinsters, (or engines to throw darts and stones,) were placed upon

deck, and they consequently fought broadside to broadside in the

manner they do know, whether in attack or defence.

The Enemy's Fleet being thus intirely defeated, King Edward

kept the sea for three days, and then landed his troops without op-

position.

Such were the achievements of our martial ancestors ! their

descendants, the seamen of the present day, have proved themselves so

truly to be the genuine issue of this daring race, that relying on their

valour and the known skill and enterprise of our naval commanders,

we look with scorn and defiance on the enemy's threat of invasion.

[Tote continued.



NAVAL LITERATURE.

A Voyage round the World. Performtd in the Tears 1790, I'j

and 1792. -otyEriENNE MARCHAND.

npHE importance attached to this publication by the National

Institute may be estimated by their having deemed it an accept-

able present for the British Museum, to which a superb edition

was sent. It is Dialed to be the first essay made by French merchants

to participate in the advantages of the fur trade between the north-

west coast of America and China.

This lucrative branch of commerce, which at present employs more

than sixty sail of vessels, was first suggested by the observations of

that distinguished circumnavigator Captain Cook ; and is one of the

many essential benefits that mankind in general have derived from the

voyages of discovery performed under the auspices of his present

Majesty.
The Solide sailed from the port of Marseilles in the year 1 790 ;

after proceeding round Staten Land, and anchoring at the Marquesas
a few days to water and refresh, she pursued her route to the north-

west coast of America, where Captain Marchand was tolerably suc-

cessful in procuring a cargo of furs, with which he continued his

course to China ; some unexpected events having occurred to prevent

the sale of his skins at Canton, Captain Marchand was under the

necessity of departing for Europe without disposing of his freight ; on

the homeward passage, afttr a short stay at the Isles of France and

Bourbon, now called Reunion, and touching at St. Helena, the Solide

arrived on the I2th of August 1792, at Toulon.

Mr.ch interesting information was not to be expected in the course

^f a route deviating scarcely any thing from the usual track of the

English traders, whose journals have been so frequently before the

public ; and on a coast where the recent and exaft surveys of Captain

Vancouver have (to use the words of Monsieur Fleivieu) left nothing
to be desired ; and indeed the Solide's voyage, seems to be merely a

vehicle to promulgate the ideas of the Editor.

M. Fleurieu, who arranged the materials for publication, is well

known in the literary world as a man of science, and author of some

important geographical publications ; on the present occasion he has

endeavoured to convey much useful information to the nautical

reader ; a few excursions into the regions of Fancy will be excused, as

they serve to embellish the dry detail of a sea journal; we should,

however, have been better satisfied if endeavours had not been used to
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render a publication, otherwise interesting as a work of science, the

means of exciting the Maritime Powers of the North to a coalition

against what the Republicans term the tyranny of the seas ; perhapa
it was necessary some-thing should be said to soothe the feelings of the

present rulers of France, smarting under the recent chastisement

received from the Navy of England.
The passage alluded to occurs in M. Fleurieu's observations on the

importance of St. Helena, and as it conveys the opinion of our rivali

on two very important subjects, will, we think, be interesting to our

readers.

*' 7kuo Rods have deserved, by their situation on the globe, to

fix the attention, to excite the jealousy of commercial nations ; the

first, which I have just described, thrown in the midst of the Atlantic

Ocean, between the equinoftial line and the tropic of Capricorn; the

second placed to command the Strait which separates two parts of

the Old World, and joined by a neck of land to the continent of

which it forms the southern extremity. In each of them the labours

of art have surpassed the work of nature ; in the one to fertilize a

few portions of earth ; in the other to convert an isolated promontory
into an impregnable fortress, against which, and that very recently,

the combined forces of two great powers have exerted their efforts

ineffectually. These two important posts are occupied by the same

nation. The one, by affording to her rich Asiatic fleets, near the

middle of their passage, a port for repose and refreshment, facilitates

the immense commerce which she carries on with that quarter of the

world ; the other, by placing in her hands the key of the Mediterra-

nean, enables her to open or shut, as her interest dictates, the

sources of the Levant trade to the nations whose possessions do not

join that sea ; to impede, as she finds herself disposed, the operations

of her concurrents, and to oppose *, in time of war, the union of her

enemies' squadrons, which might be collected, partly in the ports of

the Levant, and partly in those of the Western Ocean ; at the same

time that, by the maritime force to which it affords retreat, it presents

an imposing mass, always ready to repress the active inquietude, and

check the sudden armaments of the Barbary powers, who, having no

commerce of their own, and possessing no means of enriching them-

selves but piracy, are ingenious in creating pretexts for declaring war

against those states whose commercial connexions lead their shipping

into the Mediterranean.
" The rocks of Saint Helena and Gibraltar would lose all their

importance, if, as heretofore, the first was in possession of the Bata-

ffiiu ills latlryrais, as the recent ri^ory of Sir James Saumarcz proves. .^
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vians, and the second re-attached to the kingdom of Spain, from which
it was dismembered by a treasonable surprise."

M. Fleurieu, after indulging himself in along strain of invedive, and

endeavouring to excite the alarm of the maritime powers at our com-

mercial prosperity, concludes with the following flaming address :
" Eu-

rope is witness ! and Europe, in a manner petrified as by enchantment,
does not rise in arms against the invasion of the commerce of the world ;

and the Powers of the North let their useless ships remain moored in

their ports ! They all seem to tremble before this Colossal Power, more

imposing than reaj, who overhangs too far from the narrow and fragil

base on which she rests ; whose great resources are all at a distance,

and whose political existence is in some measure but a prolonged

illusion; and whom it would suffice to attack in her Navy, that is

her strength ; in her commerce, in which consists her richts ; in her

Asiatic possessions, which nourish the one and the other ; to behold

her shortly descend to the inferior rank that the small extent of her

European territory and the feebleness of her population have marked

for her among the great powers, who divide the continent. It is

poetically remarked, a thousand times has it been repeated, but

history proves it without a metaphor by the experience of centuries,

that

THE TRIDENT OF NEPTUNE is THE SCEPTRE OF THE WORLD.
* Let all the nations who are called to partake the empire of the

sea, awake at length to their own interest ; that to break this

sceptre of iron they form a maritime coalition, redoubtable by its

mass, just in its object ; let them unite their flags and their efforts,

that the Ocean, which Nature intended should be the property of all,

cease for ever to be the domain of one only ; and that shortly we shall

see every nation of the continent participate, in proportion to her

territory and population, in the general commerce, in the free com-

merce of the two worlds.'*

Thanks to Divine Providence we can read with a smile the angry

railing of a disappointed foe, and trust it will be long, very long, ere

the trident of Neptune is torn from the hand of Britannia. If the

above address had any share in contributing to the Confederacy which

so lately threatened this country, the heroism of our seamen, led by
skilful and gallant Commanders, together with the prompt and vigorous

measures adopted by our rulers, have converted the designs of our

inveterate opponents, into additional means of promoting the national

glory ; and our enemies have reaped nothing from their machinations*

tut discomfiture and disappointment.
The philippick we have just quoted does not prerent our ap-

pretiaung the great merit of the work in general ; the geographical
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part is highly interesting. On the Solide's return from China she

came through the strait between Banca and Billiton, M. Fleurieu has

taken the occasion to present the public with a correft chart of that

passage, which will be found of great utility to those who prefer

returning from China by the Caspar passage to the long and intricate

strait of Malacca. The Editor has colleded the various charts

and directions relative to this subject, published at different times in

England, and compared and corrected them ; he also gives the tracts

of the different ships who have passed, and from the whole of these

data has formed a map which appears to be extremely accurate.

There are also some very interesting observations on the theory of

currents, and their influence on the progress of vessels in long passages ;

M. Fleurieu strongly recommends that the ship's place should be

determined by lunar or other observations, as often as pos-

sible, independent of the dead reckoning, and the daily error at-

tributable to the current ; and its direction, marked in the log-book
of every ship ; justly observing, that from a series of these remarks

some very important inferences might be drawn relative to the general

set of currents in the ocean, and be of considerable assistance in

ascertaining whether the motion of the waters is invariably the same

in particular parts of the world at fixed periods, a problem, which, if

once solved, would be of material service to navigation in general *.

M. Fleurieu pays some very handsome compliments to the English

Officers, as well those in his Majesty's service as the gentlemen em-

ployed by the India Company, on the accuracy of their astronomical

observations, and proposes them as a model to the French. The

work contains some very entertaining remarks on the probable origin

of the present inhabitants of Nootka Sound, and the adjacent

coasts ; and as the publication promises to afford some amusement to

our readers, we shall give occasional translations.

The sixth volume contains various charts, particularly one of the

globe, intended to elucidate M. Fleurieu's hydrographical observations,

and containing his proposed changements in the general nomencla-

ture, so far as it relates to hydrography ; but as this scientific treatise

would lead us too far for the present,
we shall reserve it for another

occasion. {.
To te continued.

* It is rather a singular coincidence of circumstances, that Captain Bligh, a

very able and skilful navigator, has lately published a chart of his run from

England to St. Helena and back, tending to recommend the above mentioned

pradice of fixing the ship's place, and determining the set of the currents.

Col, VI. c a
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MR. EDITOR,

ENCLOSE you the old ballad of Sir Andrew Barton, which

will, I hope, afford some amusement to your nautical readers, as

it is highly descriptive of the manners of our ancestors about the time

that the British Navy was first regularly established. Sir Edward

Howard, who commanded one of the English ships in this a&ion,

was afterwards created Lord High Admiral of England ; he was

killed in a most gallant but unsuccessful attack, made on some French

gallics under their own batteries in the bay of Conquet. A maxim

of this Admiral's is recorded by Herbert, which seems characteristic

of our NAVAL HEROES of the present day. It was,
" that a sea-

man can never do any good service, who is not resolute to a degree of

madness."

Sir Thomas Howard, who commanded the other ship, succeeded

his brother in his high office, and the first service on which he waa

ordered was to revenge the death of his brother ; this he amply per-

formed, driving the enemy into their own ports, and striking them

with such terror, that, according to the old author, not so much as

a fishing-boat dared appear on the coast *. After rendering his

country eminent service at sea, on his father the Duke of Norfolk

-resigning the office of Lord Treasurer, he was appointed to succeed

him, and from that period was entirely employed on shore. On the

demise of his father he inherited the estate and dukedom of Norfolk.

In the latter part of the reign of Henry VIII. he had nearly fallen

a sacrifice to the resentment of that capricious monarch, whose sudden

death alone saved the Duke
( King Henry died the very night before

that noble Lord was to have been executed), who received a pardon
from his successor, Edward VI. ; and after being restored to his title

and estate, died in the first year of Queen Mary's reign.

There are many parts of this ballad which appear interesting from

their description of particular customs long since fallen into disuse ;

perhaps it may not be one of the least entertaining to trace the

whistle or call from its original designation, which seems to have been

that of cheering the men up in time of action, and was here used by
the Captain himself, down to its present humble employ by the boat-

swain's mate, of piping up the hammocks, or calling the sweepers.

The circumstance of letting down his beamt, which is stated to hare

been of such importance that the fate of the aftion depended on it>

* Vilt Cooper Herbert. Speed.
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t*c **'
*

and for the accomplishment of which, it was necessary that a man
should go to the mast-head, has puzzled me exceedingly, I have

access to some old manuscripts which, perhaps, may assist in finding
out what this old custom might be.

If this should be deemed worthy a place in the Naval Chronicle, I

will take an early opportunity of transmitting my thoughts on this

curious piece of naval antiquity.

The ballad is copied from the RELIQUES OF ANCIINT ENGLISH

POETRY, a work published by the late Dr. Percy, who introduces

the subject by the following account taken from Guthrie's Peerage,
Vol. II. of the quarto edition :

The transadtion which did the greatest honour to the Earl of Surry
and his family at this time (1511), was their behaviour in the case of

Barton, a Scotch Sea Officer.

This gentleman's father having suffered by sea from the Portuguese,
he obtained letters of marque for his two sons to make reprisals upon
the subjects of Portugal. It is extremely probable that the Court of

Scotland granted these letters, with no very honest intention. The
Council Board of England, at which the Earl of Surry presided, was

daily pestered with complaints from the sailors and merchants, that

Barton, who was called Sir Andrew Barton, under pretence of search-

ing for Portuguese goods, interrupted .the English navigation.

Henry's situation at that time rendered him backward from breaking
with Scotland, so that their complaints were but coldly received.

The Earl of Surry, however, could not smother his indignation,

but gallantly declared at the Council Board, that while he had an

estate that could furnish out a ship, or a son that was capable of com-

manding one, the Narrow Seas should not be infested.

Sir Andrew Barton, who commanded the two Scotch ships, had

the reputation of being one of the ablest Sea Officers of his time.

By his depredations he had amassed great wealth, and his ships were

very richly laden. Henry, notwithstanding his situation, could not

refuse the generous offer made by the Earl of Surry. Two ships were

immediately fitted out, and put to sea with letters of marque, under

his two sons, Sir Thomas and Sir Edward Howard. After encounter-

ing a great deal of foul weather Sir Thomas came up with the Lion,

which was commanded by Sir Andrew Barton in person, and Sir

Edward came up with the Union, Sir Andrew's other ship, the en-

gagement which ensued was extremely obstinate on both sides ; but

at last the fortune of the Howards prevailed. Sir Andrew was killed

fighting bravely, encouraging his men with his whistle to hold out ta

the last
;
and the two Scotch ships with their crews were carried inta

the river, August 2, 1511,
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King James insisted upon satisfaction for the death of Barton, and

capture of his ships, though Henry had generously dismissed the

crews, and even agreed that the parties accused might appear in his

Courts of Admiralty to defend themselves. This affair was in a great
measure the cause of the battle of Flodden, in which James IV. lost

his life. In the ballad will be found, perhaps, some deviations from

the truth of history, to atone for which it has probably recorded

many lesser fab which history has not related. I take many of the

little circumstances of the story to be real, as one of the most unlikely

is not very remote from the truth. In Part II. verse 156, it is said

England had before but two ships of war. Now the great Henry
had been built but seven years before, viz. in 15,04, which " was,

properly speaking, the first ship in the English Navy. Before this

period, when the Prince wanted a fleet, he had no other expedient

but hiring ships from the merchants." HUMB.

THE FIRST PART.

WHEN Flora with her fragrant flowers

Bedeck'd the earth so trim and gaye,

And Neptune with his daintye showers,

Came to present the month of Maye ;

King Henrye rode to take the ayre,

Over the river of Thames past hee ;

When eighty merchants of London came,

And downe they knelt upon their knee.

*' O yee are welcome, rich merchants ;

Good saylors, welcome unto mee."

They swore by the rood, they were saylors good,
But rich merchants they colde not bee.

To France nor Flanders dare we pass,

Nor Bourdeaux voyage dare we fare ;

And all for a rover that lyes on the seas,

And robbs us of our merchant ware."

King Henrye frown'd and turn'd him round,

And swore by the Lord, that was mickle of might,
' I tho't he had not been in the world,

Durst have wrought England such unright."
The merchants sigh'd and said alas !

And thus their answer did they frame,

Hee is a proud Scott that robbs on the seas.

And Sir Andrew Barton is his name.
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The King look'd over his left shoulder,

And an angrye look then looked hee :

" Have I never a Lorde in all my realme.

Will fetch yon traytor unto me ?"

Yea, that dare I, Lord Howard says ;

Yea, that dare I, with heart and hand,

If it please your Grace to give me leave,

Myself will be the only man.

Thou art but yong, the King replyed ;

Yond Scott hath numbred many a yeare.
" Trust me, my Liege, He make him quail,

" Or before my Prince I will never appeare."
Then bowmen and gunners thou shalt have,

And chuse them over my realme so free ;

Beside good mariners and shipp-boyes,

To guide the great shipp on the sea.

The first man that Lord Howard chose,

Was the ablest gunner in all the realm,

Though he was threescore yeeres and ten,

Good Peter Simon was his name.

Peter, say'd he, I must to sea,

To bring home a traytor live or dead ;

Before all others I have chosen thee,

Of a hundred gunners to be head.

If you, my Lord, have chosen me

Of a hundred gunners to be head,

Then hang me up on your maine-mast tree,

If I misse my marke one shilling bread * .

My Lord then chose a bowman rare,

" Whose adlive hands had gain'd fame t,'*

In Yorkshire he was a gentleman borne,

And William Horsely was his name.

Horsely, said he, I must with speede

Go seeke a traytor on the sea,

And now of a hundred bowmen brave

To be the head I have chosen thee.

If you, quoth hee, have chosen mee

Of a hundred bowmen to be head,

On your maine-mast He hanged bee,

If I miss* twelve score one penny bread.

* An ojd English word for breadth. f Fr W &6 Pr- COPT
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With pikes and gunners, and bowcmcn bold,

The noble Howard is gone to the sea,

With a valyant heart and a pleasant cheare,

Out of Thames mouth sayled he.

And days he scant had sayled three,

Upon the voyage he tooke in hand,

But there he met with a noble shipp,

And stoutly made it stay and stand.

Thou must tell me, Lord Howard sayes,

Now who thou art, and what's thy name ;

And shew me where thy dwelling is,

And whither bound, and whence thou came.

My name is Henry Hunt, quoth hee,

With a heavy heart and a careful mind j

I and my shipp doe both belong
To the Newcastle, that stands upon Tyne.

Hast thou not heard, nowe, Henry Hunt,
As thou hast sayled by day and night,

Of a Scottish rover on the seas,

Men call him Sir Andrew Barton, knighte.

Than ever he sigh'd, and sayed alas !

With a grieved mind, and well aday,

But over well I knowe that wight>

I was his prisoner yesterday,

As I was sayling on the sea,

A Bordeaux voyage for to fare ;

To his hatch-borde he clasped me,

And rob'd me of all my merchant ware :

And mickle debts I owe, God wot, I owe,

And every man will have his owne ;

And I am nowe to London bounde,

Of our gracious King to beg a boone.

You shall not need, Lord Howard sayes,

Lett me but once that robber see,

For every penny tane the free

It shall be doubled shillings three.

Nowe God forefend, the merchant sayes

That you shold seek soe far amisse !

God keep you of that traytor's hands!

Full little ye weott what a man he is
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He is brasse within, and steele without,

With beames on his topcastle stronge,
And thirty pieces of ordenance

He carries on each side along ;

And he hath a pinnace deerlye dight *,

St. Andrew's crosse itt is his guide,

His pinnace beareth ninescore men,
And fifteen cannons on each side.

Were ye twentye shippes, and he but one,

I sweare by kirke, and bower, and hall,

He wolde oercome them every one,

If once his beames they doe downe fall.

This is cold comfort, says my Lord,
To welcome a stranger on the sea ;

^et He bring him and his shipp to shore,

Or to Scotland he shall carrye mee.

Then a noble gunner you must have,

And he must aim well with his ee,

And sink his pinnace in the sea,

Or else he ne'er oercome will be ;

This counsel I must give withall,

Let no man to his topcastle goe
To strive to let his beams down fall.

And seven pieces of ordinance,

I pray your Honour lend to mee,

On each side of my shipp along,

And I will lead you on the sea.

A glasse lie sett, that may be scene,

Whether you sayle by day or night ;

And to morrow I swearei by nine of the clockc

You shall see Sir Andrew Barton, Knight,

IMPROMPTU,
ON LORD NELSON'S SECOND ATTACK UPON BOULOGNE.

"OXULT not, France, that NELSON'S vengeful blow.

Has not, as usual, thy destruction gain'd ;

Say what you will, this truth the world must know,
M Altho' unconquer'd, you were left enchain'd?"

T. G.

* Decked and richly ornamented.
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A SONG.
TUNE*' HEARTS OF OAK."

YE Sons of fair Albion with pride now rejoice,

And SAUMAREZ praise with heart, hand, and voice j

To the Temple of Fame shall this hero be led,

Where Britannia her laurels shall twine round his head.

Sing his praise, British tars, while he sails on the main,

Where brave, firm, and steady,

He always is ready

To fight and to conquer again and again.

And BRENTON, whose ardour we all must admire,

Felt his soul warmly glow with a hero's desire

The fight to renew, and the Dons to defy,

Determin'd to conquer, or else nobly die.

Sing his praise, British tars, &c.

Gallant KEATS, like an eagle in sight of its prey,

O'ertook the proud Dons while running away ;

Fraught with death, he discharg'd his thunders around,

*Till conquest for him her trumpet did sound.

Sing his praise, British tars, &c.

Brave HOOD, who the palm of a vi&or must claim,

'Though the foe he had beaten escap'd full of shame ;

Yet with heroes let him be ever enroll'd,

And Fame write his deeds in letters of gold;

Sing his praise, British tars, c.

To HOLLES, DUNDAS, and JACKSON are due,

Our praises, our thanks, and gratitude too; fy
For they with like ardour and zeal were inspir'd,

And ever shall be by Britons admired.

Sing their praise, British tars, while they sail on the main.

Where brave, firm, and steady,

They always are ready
To fight, and to conquer again and again.

Though conquest is precious in war, we must own,

Humanity yet must the fallen bemoan

She weeps o'er the waves where those hundreds lie drown'd,

And with cypress and laurel our heroes has crown'd,

Sing their praise, British tars, while they sail on the main,

Where brave, firm, and steady,

They always are ready
To fight, and to conquer again and again.
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

BEING
a constant reader of your valuable work, I was, amongst

others, greatly gratified by the life of the late gallant LOCK HART
Ross *. I was, Sir, one of those who had the honour and happiness
to receive my naval education and professional promotion under the

pendant first, and the flaj afterwards, of that illustrious disciplinarian.

I enclose you an Epigram and an Elegy on that renowned seaman.

They have been long in my possession. The Epigram was written

in my sight, upon a quarter-deck gun of the Shrewsbury, imme-

diately upon her having passed and returned the enemy's liiie, by our

then Chaplain (Mr. Larwood), since Chaplain of the Britannia, and

Interpreter to the Commander in Chief in the Mediterranean. The

elegy (I am pretty certain) is from the same hand. Perhaps you

may choose to make room fur them this month. I send them now,

that they may, as immediately as may be, succeed the life ; and I dare

say you will prefix this short note from,

Sir,

Your humble Servant,

A Post Captain of tie Lockaart School.

EPIGRAM.
TN early life the Tartar's dreaded name,

Told France's flying sons our Lockhart's fame;

The brilliant glory of his youthful day
Shines splendid still with undiminish'd ray :

To, George, to Britain, and to fame still true,

What gallant Lockhart was, brave Ross is now.

ON SIR JOHN LOCKHART ROSS.

CLOS'D
js that eye which flash'd with martial fires !

Lifeless that heart which palsied France with fear !

Weep, Britons, weep, your gallant Ross expires;

Weep, seamen, weep, and sacred be the tear.

Great guardian, Neptune, heaves the tribute sigh ;

O'er his all-hallow'd grave the Tritons mourn ;

Keen bursts the anguish from each shipmate's eye ;

Brave brother Chieftains consecrate his urn.

Father of Discipline, whose equal hand,

With well-pois'd balance, weigh'd a seaman's worth,

Illustrious shall thy bless'd example stand,

Tho' sunk the great original
in earth 1

* See page i, &c.

VI. H H
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His gallant life, and many a well-fought day,

To latest times th* illumin'd page shall shew ;

The sons the father's glory shall display,

And Caledonia feel a soften'd woe.

And thou, dear mourner of a much-lov'd lord,

Who spread'st thy widow'd laurel o'er his tomb,

Consign to Lockhart's heir the parent sword,

And bid the father's honours freshly bloom.

Yet not with cureless care each plaintive breast

In deep despondence wails the prostrate Chief;

Not o'er his mortal part our senses rest,

But in his sainted fame find sure relief!

Ever thus laurell'd, a like honour'd grave,

Britain's best boast, may Britain's seamen share !

Spotless, like his, may Albion's pendants wave,

And flags like his triumphant lash the air.

BY MISS SEWARD.
^ the damp margin of the sea-beat shore

Lonely at eve to wandet
; or reclin'd

Beneath a rock, what time the rising wind

Mourns o'er the waters, and, with solemn roar,

Vast billows into caverns surging pour,

And back recede alternate ; while combin'd

Loud shriek the sea-fowls, harbingers assign'd.

Clamorous and fearful of the stormy hour.

To listen with deep thought those awful sounds,

Gaze on the boiling, the tumultuous waste,

Or promontory rude, or craggy mound,

Staying the furious main, delight has cast

O r

er my wrapt spirit, and my thrilling heart,

Dear as the softer joys green fields impart.

EPIGRAM,
ON THE PRESENT OF A SWORD TO ADMIRAL LINOIS, AFTEf.

HIS ESCAPE FROM SIR JAMES SAUMAREZ.

TTN the days of the Bourbons a man was reivardtd,

-"- For standing tie brunt of the day ;

But now this old maxim in France is discarded

Men are honour'dfor tunning away*
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BRITANNIA'S INVOCATION.
'*

England never did, nor never shall,

Lie at th proud feet of a Conqueror !'' Fu AK.

HY sleeps the anciant spirit of the land,

Whilst rharshall'd on the neighboring shore,

In clamours wild and loud, a furious baad

Threaten to drench my lovely isle with gore ?

Shall foes on British hills their standards plant,

Through British vales the Gallic war-whoop chant ?

Can you, my son?, of this your island boast,

Which rampart waves encircling bind,

If fierce dsspoilers, landing on its coast,

An easy conquest of its beauties find ?

No, France, we're wisely, &ever'd by the main,

Ne'er to be link'd together with a chain !

Come then ! let ev'ry val'rous heart beat high.

And while our ships along the deep,

Beneath ST. VINCENT'S guardian eye,

Like watchful sentinels their stations keep :

Seek, Britons, seek your shores to meet the foe,

And there unite, to strike the PATRIOT blow.

v^-'^'.X*

TO GENERAL MENOU.

^\N the vast seas that foam from pole to pole,
^^ No hostile pow'rs the British tars control ;

But when array'd upon th' ensanguin'd plain,

You treat our martial tatties with disdain.

But know, ye sanguinary boasters, know,

Like streams of blood in soldiers' organs flow*

Impell'd by Bacchus's infuriate pow'r,

Ye sought for conquest in an evil hour.

For we, who in the God of battles trust,

Dethron'd your idols, and ye lit the Just.

Gallic " Invincibles" could nought avail,

Not one escaping to belie the tale.

But cease, deje&ed relatives, to weep

L'Esprit de Corps enjoys
" eternal sleep

.'**

^-^^
EPIGRAM.

BAFFLED,
disgraced, blockaded, and destroy'd,

The Gallic Navy a skeleton remains,

And as a scare-crow is now employed,

To frighten babies as it hangs in chains.
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r
]PHE following Treaty being one of the most important event*
"*- to the interests of thin country that have happened during the war,,

we have inserted it in its full detail. 3y tin'., measure, aft those dif-

ferences subsisting between us and the Northern States, respecting the

right of Starch and Contraband Articles, are reconciled, and the rights

adjusted and ascertained, so as to promise the most lasting amity be-

tween the respective Powers. This Treaty formally recognises, that

free bottoms do not makefree goods^ and the right of search by ships of
<w.';r. It does not, however, specify, as contraband, hemp, pitcf, tar,

wood, or iron ; and expressly confines the right of search to royal

ships of war, thus excluding privateers or other vessels not imme-

diately in the service of the Imperial fleets of their. Majesties.

COPY OF THE CONVENTION WITH THE COURT OF LONDON, SIGNED,
AT ST. PETERSBURGH, JUNE 1~, 1801.

In the name of the most Holy and Indivisible Trinity \

THE mutual desire of his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias,,
and of his Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great;
Britain and Ireland, being not only to come to un understanding
between themselves with respecl to the differences which have lately

interrupted the good understanding and friendly relations which sub-
sided between the two States j

but also to prevent, by frank and pre-
cise explanation.; upon the navigation of their respective subjects, the
renewal of simihr altercations and troubles which might be the con-

sequence of them
; and the object of the solicitude of their said Ma-

jesties being to settle, as soon as can be done, an equitable arrange-
ment of those differences, and an invariable determination of their

principles upon the rights of neutrality, in their application to their

respective Monarchies, in order to unite more closely the ties off

friendship and gcod intercourse, of which they acknowledge the

utility and the benefits, have named and chosen for their Plenipoten-
tiaries, viz. His Majesty the Emperor of all the ..Rusbias, the Sieur
Niquits, Count de Panen, his Counsellor, &c. and, his Majesty the

King cf the United Kingdom of Great Britain and, Ireland, Alleyn
BaToe St. Helen's, Privy Councillor, &c. who, after having commu-
n;ca?td their full powers, and found them in good and due form, have

agreed upon the following points and articles :

ART I. There shall be hereafter between his Imperial Majesty of
all the Russi&s and his Britannic Majesty, their subjeds, the states and
countries under their domination, good and unalterable friendship
and understanding, 2nd ail the polkhal, commercial, and other rela-

tions of common utility between the respective subjects, shall subsist

?s formerly, without their being disturbed or troubled in any manner
whatever.

I-I. His Majesty the Emperor and his B'itannic Majesty declare,
that tney will take the most especial care cf the execution of the

prohibitions against the trade of contraband of their subjects with the
enemies of each of the H:gh Contracting Parties.
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III. His Imperial Majesty of all the Russias and his Britannic Ma.
jesty, having resolved to place under a sufficient safeguard the free-
dom of commerce and navigation of their subjects, in case one of them
shall be at war, whilst the other shall be neuter, have agreed :

1. That the ships of the Neutral Power shall navigate freely to the

ports, and upon the-eoasts of the nations at war/*
2. That the effects embarked on board neutral ships shall be free,

with the exception of contraband of war, and of enemy's property j
and it b agreed not to comprise in the number of the latter, ths
merchandize of thfi'produce, growth, or manufacture of the countries
at war, which should have been acquired by the subjects of the
Neutral Power, and should be transported for their account, which
merchandise cannot be excepted in any case from the freedom granted
to the Hag of the said Power.

3. That in order to avoid all equivocation and misunderstanding of
what ought to be qualified as contraband of war,. his-Imperial Majesty
pf all the Russias, and his Britannic Majesty, declare, conformably to

the ;ith Article of the Treaty of Commerce concluded between the

two Crowns on the ioth (aist) February 1797, that they acknowledge
as suc^only the following objects, viz- Cannons, mortars, firearms,

pistols, bombs, grenades, balls, bullets, firelocks, flints, matches,

powder, saltpetre, sulphur, helmets, pikes, swords, sword-belts,
saddles and bridles, excepting, however, the quantity of the said
articles which may be necessary for the defence of the ship and of
those who compose the crew

;
and all other articles whatevev not

enumerated here shall not be reputed warlike and naval ammunition,,,
nor be subject to confiscation, and of course shall p.tss freely, withouj|~

being subjected to the smallest difficulty, unless they be considered

enemy's property in the above settled sense. It is also agreed that

that which is stipulated in the present article shall not be to the pre-

judice of the particular stipulations of one or the other Crown with
other Powers, by which objecls of a sjmliar kind should be reserved,

prohibited, or permitted.
4. That in order to determine what characterises a blockaded pott,

that determination is given only to that where there is, by the dis,
-,

position of the Power which attacks it with ships stationary, or *ufli~

ciently near, an evident danger in entering.
5. That; the ships of the Neutral Power shall not be stopped but

upon just causes and evident facts : that they be tried without delay,
and that the proceedings be always uniform, prompt, and legal.

Jn order the better to insure the respect due to these stipulations,

didapetj by the sincere desire of conciliating all interests, and to give
a new proof of their loyalty and love of justice, the High Contracting
Parties enter here into the most formal engagement to renew the

severest prohibitions to their Captains, whether of ships of war or

merchantmen, to take, keep, or conceal on board their ships any of

the obje'fts which, in the terms of the present Convention, may be

reputed contraband, and respectively to take care of the execution

of the orders whiph, they shall have published in their Admiralties,

and wherever it shall be necessary.
IV. The two Hi<?h Contracting Parties wishing to prevent all sub-

jects of dissention in future by limiting the right of search of merchant

ships going under convoy to the sole causes in which the Belligerent

Power may experience a real prejudice by the abuse of the neutral flag,

have agreed,
i. That the right of searching merchant ships belonging to the

subjects of one of the Contraftjng Powers, and navigating under con-
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roy of a ship of war of the said Power, shill only be exercised by
ships of war of the Belligerent Party, and shall never extend to the

fitters out of privateers, or other vessels, which do not belong to the

Imperial or Royal fleet of their Majesties, but which their subjects
shall have fitted out for war,

2. That the proprietors of all merchant ships belonging to the sub-

jefts of one of the Contracting Sovereigns, which shall be destined to

sail under convoy of a ship of war, shall be required, before they
receive their sailing orders, to produce to the commander of the con-

jvoy their passports and certificates, or sea-letters, in the form annexed
to the present treaty.

3. That when such ship of war, and every merchant ship under

convoy, shall be met with by a ship or ships of war of the other Con-

trafting Party, who shall then be in a state of war, in order to avoid all

disorder, they shall keep out of cannon shot, unless the situation of
the sea, or the place of meeting, render a nearer approach necessary j

and the commander of the ship of the Belligerent Power shall send a

sloop on board the convoy, where they shall proceed reciprocally to

the verification of the papers and certificates that are to prove ont part,
tha^ the ship of war is authorised to take under its escort such or such
merchant ships of its nation, laden with such a ca'go, and for sr.th a

port; on the other part, that the ship of war of the Belligerent Party
belongs to the Imperial or Royal fleet of their Majesties.

4. This verification made, there shall be no pretence for any search,
if the papers are found in due form, and if there exists no good motive
for suspicion. In the contrary case, the Captain of the neutral ship
of war (being duly required thereto by the Captain of the 3hip of
tvar or ships of war of the Belligerent Power), is to bring to and
detain his convey during the time necessary for the : ; rch of the

ships which compose it, and he shail have the faculty of n -ming and

delegating one or more 'officers to assist at the search of the said ships,
which shall be done in his presence on bct.rd :-ich i. -jrchant ship
conjointly with one or more ofhcers selected by the Captain of the ship
of the Belligerent Party.

5. If it happen that the Captain of the ship or ships of w:ir of
the Power at war, having examined the papers found on board, and

having interrogated the master r,r,.! crew of the ship, shall .".e just and
sufficient reason to detain thr nif.ihant shin, or to proceed on an
ulterior search, he thail notify thai intention to t

1
e Captain of the

convoy, who shall have the power to order an officer to remain on
board the ship thus detained, and to assist at the exairvntion of the
cause of her detention. The merchant ship shall be carried imme-

diately to the nearest and most convenient port belonging to the

Belligerent Power, and the ulterior search shall be carried on with all

possible diligence.
V. It is also agreed, that if any merchant ship thus convoyed should

be detained wifhoiit just and sufficient cause, the commander of the

ship or ships of war of the Belligerent Power shall not only be bound
to make to the owners of the ship and of the cargo, a full and perfect

compensation for all the losses, expences, damages, and costs, occa-

sioned by such a detention, but shall further be liable to an ulterior

punishment for every aft of violence or other fault which he may have

committed, according as the nature of the case may require. On
the other hand, no ship of war \vith a convoy shall be permitted,
under any pretext whatsover, to resist by force the detention of a

merchant ship or ships by the ship or ships of war of the Belligerent
Power

j an obligation which the commander of a ship of war with
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convoy is not bound to observe towards privateers and their fitters

out.

VI. The High Contracting Powers shall give precise and efficacious,
orders that the sentences upon prizes made at sea shall be conform-
able with the rules of the most exact justice and equity ;

that they
shall be. given by judges above suspicion, and who shall not be in-
terested in the matter. The Government of the respective States shall
fake care that the s.u'd sentences shall be promptly and duly executedj

according to the forms prescribed. In case of the unfounded deten-
tion, or other contravention of the regulations stipulated by the pre-
sent treaty, the owners of such a ship and cargo shall be allowed

damages proportioned to the loss occasioned by such detention. The
rules to observe for these damages, and for the case of unfounded
detention, as also the principles to follow for the purpose of accelera-

ting the process, shall be the matter of additional articles, which the

Contracting Parties agree to settle between them, and which shall'

have the same force and validity as if they were inserted in the present-
1

act. For this effect, their Imperial and Britannic Majesties mutually
engage to put their hand to the salutary work, which may serve for

the completion of these stipulations, and to communicate to each
other without delay the views which may be suggested to them by their

equal solicitude to prevent the least grounds for dispute in future 4

VII. To obviate all the inconveniences which may arise from the

bad faith of those who avail themselves of the flag of a nation without

belonging to it, it is agreed to establish for an inviolable rule, that

any vessel whatever to be cpnsidered as the property of the country
the flag of which it carries, must have on board the Captain of the

ship, and one half of the crew of the people of that country, and the

papers and passports in due and perfect form
;
but every vessel which

shall not observe this rule, and which shall infringe; the ordinances

published on that head, shall lose all rights to the protection of the

Contracting Powers.
VIII. The principles and measures adopted by the present Act-

shall be alike applicable to all the .maritime wars in which one of the

two Powers may be engaged whilst the other remains neutral. These

stipulations shall inconsequence be regarded as permanent, and shall

serve for a constant rule to the Contracting Powers in matters of

commerce and navigation.
IX. His Majesty the King of Denmark, and his Majesty the King

of Sweden, shrill be immediately invited by his Imperial Majesty, m
the name of the two Contracting Parties, to accede to

_the present

Convention, and at the same time to renew and confirm their raped ive

Treaties of Commerce with his Britannic Majesty ;
and his said Ma-

jesty engages, by acts which shall have established that agreement, to

render and restore to each of these Powers, all the prizes that have

been taken frpm them, as well as the territories and countries under

their domination which have been conquered by the arms of his

Britannic Majesty since'the rupture, in the state in \viuch those pos-

sessions were found at the period at which the troop? ot his Bntanm<

Majesty entered them. The orders of his said Majesty for the restitu-

tion of those prizes and conquests shall be immediately expedited afte

the exchange of the ratifications of the acts by which Sweden and

Denmark shall accede to the present Treaty. .

X. The present Convention shall be ratified by the two Contra,

ino- Parties, and the ratifications exchanged at St. Pttersburgh in ths

space of two months at farthest, from the day ot the
ugnaWf^

In
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the faith of which the respective Plenipotentiaries have caused to fcc

made two copies perfectly similar, signed with their hands, and sealed
ttith their arms.

Done at St. Petersburgh the 5th (i6th) June, 1801.

(L. S.) N. COUNT DE PANEN.
(L. S.) ST. HELENS.

formula of ike Passports and Sea Letters which are to be delivered in the

respective Admiralties of the States of the tivo High Contracting Parties to

the Ships of War arid Merchant Vessels, which shall sail -from them, con-

formable to Artide IV. of the present Treaty.

BE it known ; that we havfe given leave and permission to N ,

of the city or place of N- , master and conductor of the ship N
belonging to N , of the port of N -, of tons or tkereabouts,
now laying in the port or harbour of N, to sail from thence to N ,

bden with N , on account ot" N , after the said ship shall have
Ikeri visited before its departure ill the usual manner by the Officers

appointed for that purpose; and the said N , or such other as

shall be vested with powers to replace him, shall be obliged to produce
in every port or harbour which he shall enter with the said vessel to
the Officers of the place the present licence, and to carry the flag of
N during his voyage.

In faith of which, &c.

Ccfy of the first ieparate Article of the Convention tvttk the Court of London*

signed the $tb (i6/A) of June, iSdi:

THE pure and magnanimous intentions of his Majesty the Emperor
of all the Russias having already induced him to restore the vessels

and goods of British subjects, which have been sequestered in Russia,
his said Majesty confirms that disposition in its whole extent ;

and his

Britannic Majesty engages also to 'give immediately orders for taking
off all sequestration laid upon the Russian, Danish, and Swedish

properties, detained in English ports, and to prove still more his

sincere desire te terminate amicably the dilterences which have arisen

between Great Britain and the Northern Courts
;
and in order that r.o

new incident may throw obstacles in the way of this salutary work,
his Britannic Majesty binds himself to give orders to the Commanders
of his forces by land and sea, that the armistice now subsisting with

the Coinrs of Denmark and Sweden shall be prolonged for a term of
three months from the date of this day ;

and his Majesty the Emperor
of all the Russias, guided by the same motives, undertakes, in the

name of his allies, to have this armistice maintained during the said

term.
This separate article, &c.
In faith of which, &c.

C<$y ofthe second separate Article of the Convention ivilh the Court of London ,

signed at St. Petersiurgb, the $tb (i6/) of June, 8oi.

THE differences and misunderstandings which subsisted between
his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, and his Majesty the King
of the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland being thus

terminated, and the precautions taken by the present Convention not

giving further room to fear that they may be able to disturb in future

the harmony and good understanding which the two High Contracting
Parties have at heart to consolidate, their said Majesties confirm ae\v,

by the present Convention, the Treaty of Commerce of the loth Feb.

(a)> 1797, of which all the stipulations are here repeated, to be maia-
Uined in their whole extent.

Thi* separate article, &c.
la fciith of which, &c.
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Copy of a letterfrom the Hon. William Cornwallis, Admiral ofthe Blue, &c.
to Elian Nepean, Esq. dated off Ushant, the zotb ;nstant.

SIR,

I
HAVE the honour to transmit to you, for the information of the.

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter from Captain
'

Wemyss, of his Majesty's ship the Unicorn, enclosing one from Captain.
Griffiths, of the Atalante sloop, both stationed in watching the coast
of Quiberon. I have the honour to* be, &c.

W. CORNWALLIS.

SIR, His Majesty's ship Unicorn, >uiberon Bay, August 14..

By his Majesty's sloop Atalante
.( which I have sent to you, being

short of provisions), I enclose a journal of my proceedings and state-

ment of the ship, by which you will see we have barely a month's

provisions. Hitherto, notwithstanding all my exertions in sending the
boats away armed on different occasions, and moving with the ship, I

have only been able to capture one ckasse iaree, of forty" tons, ladea
with lime, not worth sending in (in. which business we had the mis-
fortune to have one seaman killed, and one slightly wounded), and
to destroy one, same burthen, laden with corn. Several convoys are

laying- at different places, ready to slip out ;
the largest of which (in

the Morbihan), by anchoring near that place, and commanding the

passages to the westward, I have prevented moving. His Majesty's

sloop Atalante has been rather more fortunate, having captured three

small light boats, and L'Eveille armed lugger. The gallantry of this

affair, to which I was an eye-witness, ismlly mentioned in Captain
Griffiths's letter, a copy of which I enqlose, and beg leave to say he

speaks my sentiments on that subject. I hope this account of my
proceedings will meet your approbation j

ana I have the honour to

remain, &c. * C. WEMYSS.
To the Hon. Admiral Corn<wallit, V.

SIR, Atalante, S^uiberon Bay, August ir.

I have to acquaint you, for the information of the Commander ilj

Chief, that yesterday the six-oared cutter of his Majesty's sloop under

my command, manned with eight men, captured the French armed

lugger L'Eveille, in the service of the Republic, of fifty-eight tons,

mounting two four-pounders and four large swivels, carrying a pound
and half ball

;
the cool intrepidity with which they rowed up in face'

of a brisk discharge of cannister and grape from the lugger, and die

cross fire of two small batteries, could not fail to excite my adreira.

tion
; they boarded and took her a musket shot from tliie.sh.bre (the

crew deserting her at the moment), and, I am happy to add, brought.
her off without any body hurt on our part. The stead)- deter.-nimticn.

and good conduct of Mr. Francis Smith (who commanded), claims ruy

fullest approbation j
and I trust I may be permitted 'krongty' to re-

commend him to notice, as well as to express my thanks to ,the boat's

crew who so ably seconded him. 1 am, c.

Captain WenyL A. J. GRJUfFU HS.

l. vi. i *
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, SEPT. $.

Ccpy ofa letterfrom the Hen. William Coni-iuallis, Admiral of tbe Blue, f<V
to h-van Ntpean, Esq. dated off Ushani, the list ofAugust.

SIR,
I have the pleasure of transmitting to you, for the information of

my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter from Captain
Martin, of his Majesty's ship Fisgard, by which it appears the boats

of that ship, the Diamond, and Boadicea have cut out of Corur.nk a

$hip of twenty guns, and other vessels.

Lieutenant Pipon, who commanded the boats, seems to have con-
ducted the enterprise with much gallantry and judgment ;

for

although exnosed to a heavy fire from the batteries, yet the success

wr.s accomplished without any loss
;
and the conduct of the Officers

and men who were with him merits my warmest approbation. I have
the honour to be, &c. W. COKNWALLIS.

SIR., Fisgard, off Ferrol, August ar.

I beg to inform you, that last night the boats of his Majesty's ships

Fisgard, Diamond, and Boadicea attacked the vessels of the enemy
lying in the harbour of Corunna, and succeeded in bringing out Ei

Nentuna, a new ship, pierced for twenty guns, belonging to his

Catholic Majesty, a gun-boat, mounting a long thirty-two-pounder,
and a merchant ship, who were moored within the strong batteries that

protect the port, and so near them, that the sentinels on the ramparts
challenged our people, and immediately commenced a heavy fire

;
but

the prizes were towed out with a degree of coolness and perseverance
that does infinite credit to the Officers and men, and can only be

equalled by their conduct throughout the affair. I should be very
glad, if it were in my power, to do justice to the merits of Lieutenant

ripon, who directed this enterprise with the most becoming spirit
and address

j
but his success will, I trust, sufficiently recommend

him to your approbation, and the notice of my Lords Commissioner*
of the Admiralty. I have the honour to be, &c.

The Hon. Admiral ConrwaWf* T. B. MARTIN.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, SEPT. 8.

Ccpy ofa Letterfrom Mr. John Pcttigrevj, Commander of the ship Intrepid
letter ofmarque, to Evan Nepean, Esq. dated Barbadoes, yth July.
SIR,

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that on the zzd day of June, in N.
lat. 10 deg. 25 min. W. long, per accompts, 40 deg. 18 min. on board
the ship Intrepid of Liverpool, bearing letters of marque, under my
command, having in company the ships Dominica packet and Alfred^
I had the good fortune to capture, after a running engagement of

nearly two hours, the Spanish frigate-built ship La Galga, commanded
by Francisco de Pascadello, and mounting twenty-four heavy sixes

and seventy-eight men, bound to Cadi/ or any port in Spain, loaded
with hides, cocoa, indigo, and copper in bars, the quantity not yet
known

;
I am happy to say we sustained no other loss than that o<r

one of my brave men, and our sails and rigging a good deal cut j

the other ships have not sustained any damage,, except the prize,
which has suffered considerably in both hull and masts, and rigging ;

I arrived here on the 4th of July, with the prize and abovementioneJ

ships. I have the honour to be, &c. JOHN PETTIGREW.
P. S. The Gulga has been at different ports, but was last from

.Rio d Plat*.



CAtBTTE tEtTEfcS* 239

AbMlRALTY-OFFICE, SEPT* 12,

fxfrafl ofa tetter from Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, to Evan Ne-

pean, Esq. dated in Rosia Bay, the z6lhju!y.
I herewith enclose Captain Hood's report of the Venerable's very

gallant action with the French ship Formidable, the morning of the
1 3 til instant $ and also the returns of her killed and wounded.

SIR, His Majesty^* ship Venerable, at sea, i itb July.
You must have observed my giving chase to an enemy's line of

Tsattle ship at day-break, this morning, at seven she hoisted French
Colours, and I could perceive her to be an eighty gun ship ; at half

fast, being within point blank shot, the enemy commenced firing his

tern chase guns, which* I did not return for fear of retarding our

progress, until the light and baffling airs threw the two ships broad-
Side to, within musket-shot, when a steady and warm confli6l was kept
up for an hour and a half, and we had closed within pistol-shot, the

enemy principally directing his fire to our masts and rigging ;
I had

at this time the misfortune to perceive the main-mast to fail overboard,
the fore and mrzen-mast nearly in the same state, and since gone, the

fchip being near the shore close to the castle of Sanfti Petri, the enemy
fcscaped. It was with much difficulty I was enabled to get the Vener-
able off, her cables and anchors all disabled, and it was only by the

great exertion of the Thames with the boats you sent me, she was

Saved, after being on shore some time. I shall have no occasion to

comment on the bravery of the Officers and ship's company in this

fcclion, who had, with much patience and perseverance, suffered great

fatigue by their exertions to get the ship to sea, and not five hundred

meft able to go to quarters ;
but I beg leave to add, I have been most

ably supported by Lieutenant Lillicrap, second of the Venerable (first

absent), all the other officers and men, who have my warmest recom-

mendation, and have to lament the loss of Mr. Williams, Master, art

Excellent Officer, with many other valuable people killed and wounded j

a list of which I have the honour to enclose. I am, &c.

Sir James SaumafeK, Bart. S. HOOD.

A -list of killed and wounded in afiion 'with a French ship ofeighty guns, on

the lyhofjuly,
Mr. John Williams, Mastery fifteen seamen; two marines, killed.

Mr. Thomas Church, Lieutenant ;
Mr. John Snell, Boatswain; Mr.

George Messey and Mr. Charles Pardoe, Midshipmen ; seventy-three

seamen, ten marines wounded. SAMUEL HOOD, Captain.

'Copy of a. Utterfrom Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, Bart, to Evan

Nepeaa, Esq.. dated in Rosia Bay, the id August.

SIR,
I herewith enclose, for their Lordships' information, two letters

from Lieutenant Wooldridge, of his Majesty's hired armed brig Pasley,

giving an account of the capture of the El Golondrina Spanish priva-

teer, on the zsth of June, and of an adion on the aist of July with a

Spanish xebec, of twenty-two guns, which reflects the highest credit

on Lieutenant Wooldridge, his Officers and men
3
also of

the^ capture

of the Spanish privateer schooner El Atanacia, on the 29th following.

I have the honour to be, &c. JAMES SAUMAREZ.

srR> Pasley, Gibraltar, July 9.

1 beg' lea,ve to inform you, that on the 29th ultimo, off Cape St.

Yincent, I Captured the Spajiuk felucca privateer El Gobndruu, of
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two guns, with small arms, and a complement of thirty-three men,
nine of which had previously been sent in a small Guernsey lugger
and a Portuguese schooner, which she had captured during her cruise*

I have the honour to be, &c. W. WOOLDRIDGE.
Sir Janxs Saumarez, Bart.

SIR, His Majesty's armed brig Paslty, July 30.

I have the honour of informing you, that on my return from Mi-
norca, in execution of' your orders, on Tuesday, the zist instant, the

island of Carbera N. E. six or seven leagues, I fell in with a Spanish
man of war xebec, of twenty-two guns, which at seven A. M. after

being hailed by her, with orders to send my boat .on board, I brought
to action within pisvol-shot, and continued it till a quarter past eight,
v.-lien she was perfectly silenced, but took advantage of her sweeps,
it being nearly calm j and although every exertion was used with the

Paslcy's sweeps, I had the mortification of seeing her get close

in with Ivica before night. F am much obliged to Mr. Lyons, the

Master, for his cool and steady conduct during the a&ion
5 aod Mr.

Douglas, Midshipman of the Crcsar, passenger, who assisted at the

guns. The remaining Officers and ship's company behaved with credit

to themselves, and my satisfaction ; but I am sorry to add, one of
them was killed, and two others wounded. And on the 29th follow-

ing, off Cape Tresforcas, I captured the Spanish privateer schooner
El Atamaria, pierced for fourteen guns, but only seven onboard, long
twelves and sixes, and fifty-live men, belonging to Malaga, out ten

days, and had captured a schooner, from Oran, laden with cattle for

Gibraltar
;
and have the honour to be, &c.

Sir "jamts Seumarex., Bart. W. WOOLDRIDGE.

DOWNING-STREET, SEPT. 15.

rf DispMcB, of which tbefolfawijig is a ccfy, bas been received at tie Office of
tb Rigtt Ho/icurable Lord Hofart, ctie of bis Majestfs Principal Secre-

taries of Siute, from Coionel fraser, <.omi/Mjuiing bis Majesty''s troops at

Cc>-ee, on ike coast oj'dfricu.

MV LORD, Goref, Africa, June 16.

I hr.ve the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that, having received

intelligence that there was a large ship, under Spanish colours, lying
off Senegal, which had been brought there by part of the crew, who,
assisted by a number of slaves, hnd murdered the Officers and seized

the vessel on the southern coast of Africa; understanding likewise,
that it had been proposed by Citizen Remtud, as soon as the cargo
was landed, to refit this ship, attack with her the British vessels

trading for gum, in the open roads of Port Andique, then, renewing
the depredations that had been formerly committed ?.t Sierra Leone
and other settlements, to run with the plunder for Cayenne, I re-

solved, if possible, to frustrate those intentions, by taking or destroy-

ing the Spanish ship while the cargo was landing, and it was probable
the enemy would be little prepared for making defence. Having
requested the assistance of Mr. OMernian, commander of the merchant

ship Lucy, of Liverpool (the or.ly armed vessel on this part of the

coast), he complied most readily 5
a few searnen were procured from

the other traders to reinforce the little Government schooner, chiefly

navigated by blacks, and a detachment from this garrison, consisting
of Lnt/igr.s M'l.'e.mot and Kingsley, Assistant-Surgeon Ryan, and

i, embarked, and soiled on the 8th instant, under the com-
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ran<lof Captain Lloyd. On the isth Captain Lloyd returned; and
by his report, which I have the honour to enclose, your Lordship will
see that the enemy was taken by surprise, and a new ship, capable of

mounting thirty guns on her main-deck, has been destroyed without
the Joss of one man. All persons employed on this service were
volunteers ; and the alacrity with which they engaged in it merits the

highest praise.. I have the honour to be, &c.

JOHN FRASER, Commandant.
the Right Han. Lord Hobart, &c. c.

SIR., Cores, June 15.
I have the honour to acquaint you, that in consequence of your

orders i proceeded to the Bar of Senegal with the detachment under

my command
j
and on the morning of the lath instant, discovered a,

large ship at anchor about two miles off the Bar ; on our approach
the crew betook themselves to their boats

;
on boarding she was found

to be a new Spanish ship, pierced for thirty guns, and about 900 tons
burthen j that she had been unloaded, stripped of her sails, rigging,
&c. &c. Finding it impracticable, from the state of the vessel, and the
wind blowing strong on shore, to bring her off, I gave directions to
Mr. Crady, Master of the Government schooner, to set her on fire,

which he executed very much to my satisfaction, and without any
accident. In justice to the Officers and men under my command, I

beg leave to mention that they displayed the greatest' readiness in

executing any orders I had to give, and had there been any occasion,

would, I am convinced, have conducted themselves in such a manner
as to merit approbation. I have, &c,

RICH. LLOYD; Captain African Corps.
Colonel Frojer, Commandant.

ExtraEl of a Letter from the Surgeon of tbe Hannibal, to the Rev. Mr.

Williams, cf Romfej, Father ofMr. Williams^ Lieutenant ofMarines, <iv^#

died ofbis Wounds received o?i board that Ship in Algeziras Bay.
"
Captain Ferris and myself both feelingly condole with you on your

son's death ; yet it may be consolation to you to know that he died

like a hero. He was the first who was wounded upon the pnop ;
anA

the same shot killed the Captain's Clerk, knocked Captain Ferris down,
and killed six marines. Your son's right leg was entirely smashed to

pieces, and the left very much shattered, besides being otherwise much
bruised. I amputated his right leg, and dressed and took every possible
care of him till the action was over, which lasted five hours, after whicli

the ship caught fire in three different places in the cockpit j and I sin-

cerely wish I could draw a veil over the dreadful catastrophe which,

then followed, as the French and Spanish soldiers and sailors, in extin-

guishing the tire, trod great numbers of the wounded to death. Your

son, however survived, and late in the evening I got him sent to the

hospital at Algeziras ; but, from the loss of blood, the very dreadful

contusions, &c. he was quite exhausted, and expired the next day. He
bore his misfortunes with the greatest courage, and often declared he

did not regard his own wounds, or even death, provided we were but

successful. None of us saved any of our clothes in the general and

dreadful confusion ; and, although I sent him to the hospital in a coat

nad nwttress, yet they had taken every thing from him the next day.'
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EMBEZZLEMENT OF KING's STORES.

The following is a trial relating to a system of mal practices that
has been too long and extensively existing t

SITTINGS AT GUJLDALL, JULY io k

The King -versus Owen and Mardie*

THIS
was an indic-rnent against the defendants, for kHtwjifjg'ff

having had in their possession certain naval stores, marked with
the broad arrow.

Mr. Attorney-General srtid, this prosecution was carried on to

repress a practice of the most alarming nature. If the rapacious and

unprincipled were to be allowed to pillage the public with impunity,
it would be va-.u that we voted large sums of money, and submitted
to the greatest privations. The jury would hear with astonishment,
but it was a fact capable of the strictest proof, that the depredations
upon the King's naval stores did not annually amount to less than

500,000!. The defendants were partners, and two of the most con
siderable copper-merchants in London. He regretted to find it

necessary to enforce the law upon men in their station of life ; but>
if they were guilty, they were certainly more deserving of punishment
than others in. meaner circumstances, and their punishment would
have a more powerful effect in the way of example. To shew that

tkey were not altogether free from suspicion, he should read a letter

which had been found upon one of them when he was arrested. This
letter was written by a man of the name of Paul, and dated from
Chatham gaol. Paul informs his friend that he is about to be tried

for purloining King's stores, and requests the loan of a small sum of

money to enable him to fee counsel. He expresses very little uneasi*

ness about his fate, as he says several friends were summoned upon
the jury which was to try him, upon whom he could implicitly rely.
The Right Honourable and Learned Counsel said, he had no doubt
that this illegal traffic had been carried on by the defendants for years*
and that they had long encouraged all tle workmen about the dock-

yards to acts of dishonesty. But it was not till April last that their

infamous practices had been detedted. About the beginning of that

month, a Mr. Mottley, Inspector of Embezzlements at Portsmouth*
observed several casks directed to Messrs. Owen 'and Mardle, which
excited his suspicion, and, upon breaking them open, he discovered

that they were filled with copper sheathing and bolts, pilfered frorrt

the King's yard. He iminediateiy posted to town, laid his information

before my Lord Mayer, procured a search warrant and the assistance

of several City Marshalls, went to the manufactory in Houndsditch,
and there discovered an immense quantity of copper of a similar

description. The defendants were immediately taken into custody,
and this indictment was preferred. He was happy to think that the

clearest proof of guilt would be adduced, and that the jury would be

able to confer a benefit upon the public, without a doubt being once
excited 4n their minds, or the least violence done to their com-

passionate feelings.
Mr. I. C. Motticy, Inspector of his Majesty's Stores at Portsmouth,

two City Marshalls, and several gentlemen from the dock-yards, were

called, by whose evidence the above statements were fully sub-
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-Stantiated. The sheathing and bolts, marked with the broad arrow,
were found in large quantities, publickly exposed in the shop. When
the search took place, Mr. Owen only was at home, and ifbehaviour

upon such an occasion were a conclusive proof of innocence, his inno-
cence had been satisfactorily proved. He remained quite cool and
unembarrassed. He shewed the officers the greatest politeness, and
gave them every facility in prosecuting their inquiries. To all the

questions that were put to him concerning the manner in which he
had become possessed of these stores, he carelessly answered that he
should explain these things in another place.

_
Mr. Erskine, the gentleman's Counsel, laid hold of this and every

circumstance on which he could found an argument, to repel from
his client the guilty knowledge with which he stood charged.

Mr. Mardle had the benefit of the acuteness and skill in criminal

proceedings of Mr. Gurney.
Several witnesses were called, but, except one, they spoke merely

to character
}
and the character of the defendants, from their testi-

mony, appeared to have been hitherto unimpeached. A brother

coppersmith pretended that the King's mark might be easily over-
looked

} but he had great reason to lament that he had entered the

witness box. He said inadvertently, that he had seen copper bolts,
Sttch as those found in the possession of the defendants, and was quite
Unable to say satisfactorily where. Having made several unsuccessful

attempts to clear up this, and to laugh it off, he was obliged to confess

that he had had dealings with a Mr. Missing, at Portsmouth, a noted
stolen copper-merchant, who has lately fled the country from the fear

of punishment.
Mr. Garrow was following up this line of cross-examination with

great dexterity, and laying open a shocking system of peculation and

dishonesty, when
Lord Kenyon put it to his humanity, whether he would ask the

witness questions, in answering which he might criminate himself.

His Lordship then proceeded to sum up the evidence, which having
done with his usual ability, he concluded by praying God to forbid

that he should press the proofs of guilt against the defendants farther

than they ought to go ;
but he should be extremely culpable, he said,

were he not to give them their due weight. The Judge or the Juror,
who from want of fortitude, or from a false humanity, would retire

from doing his duty, however painful to his feelings, ought at the

same time to retire from his situation. Mistaken mercy to the in-

dividual was cruelty to the public.
The jury, without turning round, found both the defendants

Guilty.
As it appeared that the coppersmiths have regular correspondent*

at Chatham, Deptford, Portsmouth, &c. Lord Kenyon expressed great

astonishment that all commerce in copper witii the towns in which

the chief dock-yards are situated, is not prohibited by the Legislature..

Mr. Erskine and the Attorney-General said, that a bill for that

purpose was to be brought in early next Session of Parliament, and

that the Earl of St. Vincent had in contemplation an extensive plan to

remedy the abuses of the dock yards.
Lord Kenyon observed, lie had no doubt that every branch of

the service over which the Noble Earl presided would be strictly at-

tended to, and regulated in the most able manner. His Lordship had

given an earnest of what might be expecled from him, ui appointing

to be Counsel for the Admiralty a young man (Mr. Jarvis),
who -

Jiigh honour to the appointment.
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JJafeal Conrttf partial.

PORTSMOUTH, AUGUST 45.

A COURT Martial was held on board the Gladiator, in this harbour,
for the trial of THOMAS CRAMPTON, a seaman belonging to his Ma-
jesty's ship Triumph, for using contemptuous language to, and threatea-

ing to- strike, Mr. Slaughter, a Midshipman.
Rear-Admiral HOLLOWAY, President.
M. GREETHAM, Esq. Judge Advocate.

The charge being proved, he was sentenced to receive three dozen
lashes.

2,6. Another was held, on board the same ship, on Mr. WILLIAM
MACLEOD, Purser of the Fly sloop, for not supplying the said ship
with necessary stores, drunkenness, and negle6t of duty ; and being
found guilty thereof, he was sentenced to be dismissed from his Ma-
jesty's service.

Same day, JOHN PEARCE, late belonging to the Hermvme, was also

tried, on a charge of having aided in the murder of the Officers on,

board the said ship, and carrying her into La Guira. The charge
being fully proved, the Court adjudged that he should suffer Death.

31. The above unhappy man was executed on board the Puissant*

at Spithead, pursuant to his sentence. He behaved with great peni-
tence and resignation.

Sept. i. A Court- Martial assembled on board the Gladiator, to try

Captain SOLOMON FERRIS, his Officers, and ship's company, for the

loss of his Majesty's ship Hannibal, in Algeziras Bay, on the 6th of

July, 1801.

PRESENT,
Rear-Admiral HOLLOWAY, President.

Captain G. MURRAY, Captain F. PicKMORt,
G. DUFF, E. J. FOOTE,
J. N. NEWMAN, R. DACRES,
R. LAMBERT, R. RITALICK.
W. GRAINGER,
M. GREETHAM, Esq. Judge-Advocate.

THE NARRATIVE OF CAPTAIN FERRIS*

Ttfr. President, and Gentlemen of tie Court,
*' IN giving a detail of the circumstances, which led to the loss of his Ma-

jesty's late ship the Hannibal, then under my command, I am sorry, that, owing
to my clerk being killed, and whose remarks were lost, I cannot be so particular,
as to the exa5t times of signals being made, as I otherwise should have been j

hut I shall state them to you, to the best of my recolle&ion.

" On the morning of the 6th of July last, at or about six o'clock, his Ma-

jesty s ships Venerable, Pompee, Audacious, Czesar, Spencer, and Hannibal,
under the command of Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, being off Cabareta

Point, and standing in for Algeziras Bay upon the larboard tack, with the wind

westerly, the Admiral made the signal to the Venerable, to know if she could

fetch the enemy's ships then in sight in that bay, which being answered in th

affirmative, the Admiral made the signal for close action.

" At about eight o'clock, the Venerable began the acftion, at a consideraW*

ce to leeward, as she could not fetch further iuto tlic bay ; aad soon aftoe
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rtK Pompee anchored nearer in shore, and the Audacious astern of her. The
Admiral, in the Caesar, next anchored ahead of the udtcious, and made the

signal for the ships to anchor in the best possible manner f<;r th ir mutual sup-
port. We then anchored ahead of the Casar, within hail of her and by a

spring, got our broadside to bear on one of the enemy's line of battle ships, at
bout ten minutes before nine o'clock, where we kept up a good fire for about
an hour.

" At this time, about ten o'clock, not having understood some verbal

directions, attempted to be given trom-the Cassar, 1 received ah order from
the Admiral by an Officer, to go and rake the Punch Aunural instantly
turned up the hands to make sail, cut the cable, and cast the ship by the spring
and made sail to the northward, stood in, to a qu.uter.ess six, and then tacked
for the French Admiral, for the purpose 1 had been ordered to tffcct

" As I approached him, I began to take in sail in such a mannei as would
have enabled me to have hauled in shore athwart his hawse, and which I

preferred to going to leeward under his tern. a* th :t might l.ave subjected me,
from the va-iable flaws of wind, to have drifted larthcr TO leeward, and conse-

qu< ntly without fulfilling, in a manner which . deemed the must effectual and
decisive, the object of my orders. ut, ju-t as I got tl.e fore clewgdrneu
manned, in order to take in the fore-sail, with an intent to put the helm'

a-lee, and to brace the head yards a-box, the ship took the ground, within hail

of the Formidable (the French ->dmiral's snip), and which accident alone could
have prevented me from putting my orders iu execution.

" In thi situation I opened my fire on the French Admiral, with as many of

my foremost guns as could be brought to bear on him, the rest being directed,
with much effect, on the town, bittenes. and gun- boats, with which 1 was
surrounded But the ship appearing to swing a little, I let go the bower
anchor and cut the cable, the stream cable being clenc ed to the ring of the

anchor, and in at the gun-room port, on which I intended to heave a strain, to

endeavour to force the ship round, so as to bring her broadside to bear on the

French .-idmiral ^having at this timeno hope of getting the ship entirely afloat,

the master having, by my directions, sounded round her, and hund rather less

water than where she lay ) ;
b. t the spring being shot away before it was well

taught, the shp remained immoveable. 1 had. by this time, after much endea-

vour, all my signal haulyards being shot away, efleClcd making the signal for

striking and sticking fast on a shoal.

"
I observed some time afterwards all our ships driving out of the bay, the

Admiral having pitviously made my signal ot recall, and en a bo t from the

C*sar and another Irom the Venerable to my assistance : but finding they
could afford me none, J suit the \ enerable's boat back, and the crew of the

Caesar's in one of my own cutters, their pinnate having been sunk by a shot

alongside.
" About twelve o'clock our ships were all out of gumhot of the enemy, and

we had the fire of the whole French squadron, batteries, and gun-boats, to

contend with alone; against which we continued to keep up as brisfc a fire as

could be expected, even by men iu the most sanguine expectation of victory,

until nearly two o'clock.

"
I had been before this time receiving repeated reports from several of my

Officers of the numbers killed and wounded, and of many ot my guns being

rendered unserviceable ;
and see'ing many of my brave crew every moment

falling at their . uarteis, and the ship, in all respe-^s, but lime better than a

wreck, I thought proper to call my Officers together, and n^ked their opinion,

whether more could be done for the preservation of tlie ship;
thev replied, that

they thought it was impossible to do more, and that to strike the coiours was

the only means of prc*erving the lives of those that remjined

" On these considerations, and from a conviction of having experienced

every possible assistance that the persevering endeavours ot zealous and brave

gfficers and men could afford me, whose exertions, and those of Lieutenant

mi vi. K K
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Hill* ia particular, who did duty as jny First Lieutenant, during the afition and
for some time before, I shall ever remember with the greatest gratitude ; and

seeing that our hitherto very effective fire on the enemy's ships and batteries

was now so slackened as to be nearly useless, I ordered the firing to cease, and
the people to shelter themselves as much as possible; and in a little time
afterwards I submitted to the painful necessity of ordering his Majesty'* colour*

to be hault'4 down."

The Court, on hearing the narrative of Captain FERRrs, and the
evidence of the Officers and ship's company, and, after mature de-

liberation, was of opinion that the loss of his Majesty's ship Hannibal
was caused by her grounding on a slioal in the Bay of Algeziras, ahead
of the French Admiral, when Captain FERRIS, her Commander,
agreeably to the orders he had received, was making the gallant and

well-judged attempt to place her so as to rake the enemy ; and, after.

a considerable part of the ship's company had been killed, or wounded,
being obliged to strike his Majesty's Colours ; and that the conduft
of Captain FERRIS, in going into the action was that of an excellent,

and expert seaman, and that his conduft after she, was engaged, was
that of a brave, cool, and determined. Officer ; and that the said

Captain FERRIS, his Officers, and ship's, company, by their conduct

throughout the action, more particularly in continuing it for a con-
siderable time after she was on shore, a$d the, rest of his Majesty'a
fleet had been obliged to quit her, did the utmost for the preservation
of his Majesty's ship and the honour of the British flag }

and doth,

adjudge them to be honourably acquitted, and the said Captain SOLO-
MON FERRIS, his Officers, and ship's company are hereby honourably
acquitted accordingly.
This handsome and highly honourable acquittal was immediately

followed by the return of Captain FERRIS'S sword to him by the

President, who was
pleased,

in a manner that did honour to his feel-

ings, to address him in the following words :

"
Captain Ferris, I have great pleasure in returning this sword to you, as 5

leel assured, if ever you have occasion to unsheathe it again, it will be uecV
with the same gallantry which you so nobly displayed in defending his Majesty's
chip Hannibal. '.'

It is with the greatest satisfaction we have been enabled to insert thq
above very interesting particulars. The testimonies adduced of the

intrepid and persevering gallantry displayed by the Captain, his

Officers, and all concerned in the action, and the very honourable

acquittal they have received, will render the loss of the above ship ari

event as glorious in the annals of naval heroism, as any to be found

among" the most successful of our achievements.

7. A Court-Martial was held on board the Gladiator, for the triat

of FRANCIS SMITH, Surgeon's Mate of his Majesty's ship Ganges, for

drunkenness and neglefi of duty.

Kear-Admiral BOLLOWAY, President.

M. GRHETHAM, Esq. Judge-Advocate.

The charges being clearly proved, he was rendered incapable of ever

serving in
tyis Majesty's Navy in any capacity.

\i. Another was held on JOHN WILLIAMS, for aiding and assisting
in the mutiny on board the Danae frigate, carrying her into Conquet,
and there delivering her up to the enemy. '1 he charge being tully

proved, he was condemned to be burg on board a ship, and at a time,

to be appointed by the Lords Cc;ii:n.i.sioners of the Admiralty.
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PLYMOUTH, SEPT. t.

A Court-Martial was held on board the Cambridge flag-ship, in
rLiraoaze,

Rear-Admiral COLLINGWOOD, President,
R. LIDDLE, Esq. Judge-Advocate,

on Lieutenant LEWIS, Second Lieutenant of the Sinus, of 36 guns*
on a charge preferred against him, for leaving the quarter-deck,
during his watch in the night, and when the Sirius was at single
anchor, and the look-out frigate of the inshore squadron off Br^sr.
The charge was fully proved, when the President and Members of the
Court-Martial taking into their serious consideration the nature and
consequence of the charge: and also, on the other hand, the very
excellent character of Lieutenant LEWIS, as an (iiiicer and a gentle;-
man, only dismissed him his Majesty's service.

9. A Court-Martial was held on board the Cambridge flag ship, in

Hamoaze, on the MASTER, of the Sirius, of 36 guns, Captain KING,
for drunkenness and negleft of duty. The charge was fuiiy proved,
and be was dismissed the ship, and sentenced never to serve in a higher
than a sixth rate.

A Court-Martial was also held on board the Cambridge, at the in-

stance of the MASTER, on the Gunner of the Sirius^ for drunkenness
and neglect of duty j but the charge not being proved^ he was honour-

ably acquitted,

A Court-Martial^ at the instance and prosecutidh of the MASTER,
was also held on Lieut. RAINS, First Lieutenant of the Sirius, for

drunkenness, and leaving his quarters during the time of action;

The Court, on hearing the evidence of the Prosecutor in support of
the charge, found it so contradictory, vague, and ill-founded, that the

President and Court unanimously acquitted Lieutenant J. RAINS of the
whole of the charges against him in the most honourable manner, t6

the great satisfaction of all present.

SHEERNESS, SEPT. ll.

A Court-Martial was held on board the Waarzcumbeid frigate, in thi

fcarbour, Rear-Admiral ROWLEY, President, to try Mr. PALMER*
Surgeon of the Savage sloop of war, for drunkenness and not attend-

ing to his duty. The charges being in part proved against him, he was
dismissed from his situation as Surgeon;, but allowed to serve as Sur-

geon's Mate in any of his Majesty's ships Admiral GRJEM* should

think proper.

14. A Court-Martial was held on board the same ship, on Lieuf.

SUCKLING, Commander of the Furnace gun-brig, for neglect of duty,
and absenting himself without leave. Some part of the charges being

proved against him, he was ordered to be superseded from the furiiact.

Sept. 7. A Court-Martial was held ori board the York man ofwnr,

Captain FERRIER, in the Downs, for the trial of the BOATSWAIN Of his

Majesty's sloop Hound, on several charges of insolence to his superior

officer, neglect, inattention, &c. and the charges being clearly proved,
he was sentenced to be broke, and turned before the mast.

14. A Court-Martial was held on board His Majesty's ship Lcyden,
at Deal, on the MASTER of the Terror bomb, for negle<5t, &c. of duty.
The charges being fully proved, be was dismissed the Service,
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A Court-Martial was held lately on bdard the Monarch, at Black-

etakes, on seventeen foreign seamen, prisoners of war in this country,
but who had volunteered to serve in any of His Majesty's ships of war,
for forcibly taking possession of the Charlotte brig, Captain FITCH.
The Court found six of the ringleaders guilty, and sentenced them to

receive fifty lashes each, and to be imprisoned during the war.

A Court-Martial was held on the 8th of July last, at Port Royal,

Jamaica, on Captain QUINTON, the officers, and crew, of His Majesty's

ship la Legere, which sprung a leak, near Carthagena, and run ashore

to preserve the lives of the crew, they were all acquitted.

At a Court-Martial assembled on board His Majesty's Ship, off Alex-

andria, on Tuesday the jyth day of June, 1801 : Present Sir R. BICKER-

TON, Bart. Rear-Admiral of the White, and Senior Officer in the

Command of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels before Alexandria, Pre-
sident :

Captain Fon. A. COCHRAHI Captain THOMAS Louis,
GEORGE MARTIN, Sir W.S. SMITH,
JOHN ELPHINSTONI, WILLIAM HOPE,
Hon. H BLACKWOOD, JOHN CLARKE SEARZ.I,
ROBERT CAMPBELL, JOHN LARMOUR.

The Com', pursuant to an order from the Right Hon. Lord KEITH,
K. B. Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chief of His Majesty's
Ships and Vessels in the Mediterranean, dated the 7th day of June,
i8or, and addressed to Sir RICHARD BICKERTON, Bart. Rear-Admi-
ral of the White, &c. proceeded to inquire into the circumstances of
t'le Mutiny on board His Majesty's late ketch, the Albanaiset on the

ni.j t of the 23d of November, 1800, when she was carried into the

port of Malaga, and to try Captain NEWCOMBE and his Officers for
their conduct on that occasion : and the Court having heard the evi-
dence of the Officers called on (except that of Lieutenant WM. PROS-
SER KENT, late of the Albanaise), and having maturely and deliberately
weighed and considered the whole, are of opinion, that the capture of
His Majesty's late ketch the Albanaise, was occasioned by a Mutiny of
the major part of the crew of the said vessel (many of whom were

foreigners), who rose upon the Officers, on the evening of the 23d of
November last, and having obtained possession of the vessel, carried
her into a Spanish Port: that the conduft of Captain NEWCOMBE, on
first discovering the intention of the Mutineers, was highly spirited
and Officer like, having resisted until wounded and overpowered; that
Mr. LEWYN, the gunner, wasr active in obeying his Captain's orders,
until he was badly wounded: that the other Officers, being surprised
and prevented from coming upon deck, were incapable of resistance ;

the Court doth, therefore, honourably acquit Captain NEWCOMBE of
all blame on account of the loss of the said sloop, doth highly approve
of the conduct of Mr. LEWYN, the gunner, and doth acquit the other

Officers, and they are hereby so sentenced accordingly ; and the Court

having reason to believe that Mr. JOHN TYRROLL, Master's Mate of
the Aibanaise, although absent in a pri/.e at the time of the Mutiny,
was privy to the intention, and did not reveal it

;
and that ALEXANDER

M'KIEVER and THOMAS PARSONS were seen armed, doth recommend
a future inquiry into their conduct. ; and Lieutenant WILLIAM PROS-
MR KENT having, in the course of the trial, refused to give his evi-

dence upon oath, from mistaken religious motives, the Court is of

opinion that he is unfit to hold a Commission in His Majesty's Service.

(Signed) J. D. BOYES,
Officiating Judge Advocate.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER.

SINCE
the commencement of the present protracted and sanguinary

contest, there .has not been a period so barren of events as the pre-
sent month, it seems like a solemn pause j but whether the awful
stillness which precedes a renewal of the tempest with renovated force,
or a long lull that shows the violence of the storm to be spent, aad
is the harbinger of the sunshine of peace, time only can show.

The negotiation relaxes nothing in its activity, but the commendable,

secrecy observed by Government, affords no room for reasonable

conjedture as to the nature of the difficulties that have occurred.

In the mean time the means of defence are augmented, the exertions
to place the country out of the reach of danger, even in the impro-
bable event of the enemy's succeeding in effecting a landing, are con-
tinued with an unremitting adtivity, that is highly honourable to the

energy of our rulers, and well calculated to tranquillize the public
mind.

The war in Egypt, although not finally terminated, is in a state that
leaves no doubt of its successful issue, the British force when con-
centrated before Alexandria, must speedily effect the reduction of the

last strong hold the French possess, notwithstanding its advantageous
situation, and the obstinate disposition of the Republican Commander.

In Germany the affair of indemnities seems likely to be still

longer protracted ; the recent death of an ecclesiastical Prince has

again roused that spirit of aggrandizement to which the general in-

terest has been sacrificed during this unfortunate war, and to which
the enemy owe the foundation of their success; the interference or

that powerful monarch, whose moderation gave peace to the North,

may-probably prevent the flame of war from again desolating the Ger-

man Empire.
The Batavian Republic has undergone another revolution. It appears

that the Legislative Body were not sufficiently pliant ; they refused to

concur in the alterations lately dictated by the Directory, and thought
they had a right to deliberate : they were therefore dissolved, and the re-

fractory members have been committed to prison. Anew Constitution is

to be submitted to the people, who are to discuss it on the ist of the en-

suing month. The similarity of events attending this change, and that

which placed Bonaparte at the head of affairs, must strike the common-
est observer. The new Constitution will probably lay the couatry still

more at the feet of the French Consulit will at all events afford the

pretext for marching an additional force into Holland, the maritime im

portance of which is of too much consequence to France to leave the

unhappy inhabitants a chance of ever regaining their former inde-

pendence.

The British squadron has resumed its situation off Cadiz ;
the port;

of the enemy, from the Texel to the Straits of Gibraltar, are at the pre

seat period all in a state of blockade,

4
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LOSS OF THE IPHIGENIA.
WE are sorry to .state the loss of his Majesty's ship

Captain STACKPOOLE, which was burnt by accident, at Alexandria,
in July last. She had been to Cyprus to fetch wood and water, and
had not long anchored at Alexandria, when she was discovered to be
on fire. A quantity of wood she had on board rendered every effort of
the Officers ineffectual to preserve her. She was armed en flute. The
crew, however, were all saved.

*^<*s* t

LOSS OF THE LOWESTOFFE.
ADVICE is received by the Abigail, Bradley, arrived at Liverpool

from Jamaica, of the loss of his Majesty^s frigate LOWESTOFFE, of 3z

guns, Captain R. PLAMPIN.
The Abigail joined the fleet for England, which consisted of about

100 sail of vessels, on the z8th of July,oif Port Antonio, and at eight
o'clock that evening made sail under convoy of the Lonuestqffe and
Acasto frigates, Bonetta sloop of war, and Musketo and Sting schooners.

On the nth of August, at five o'clock in the morning, saw thtf

Lowesioffc on shore, with her masts gone, and bilged, on the N. F. end
of Heneager ;

also four ships and one brig ; only twenty vessels then
in sight.- the Acasto frigate and Bonetta sloop lying to. At five o'clock

in the evening, the Acasto took charge of the ships then in company,
and left the Bonetta, and her three boats, to assist the vessels on shore.

On the yth of September, the Abigail parted with the fleet in a gale of
wind from the N. W. in lat. 43. 49. long. 39. 6. and arrived at Liver-

pool on Tuesday last.

BLOWING UP OF THE JASON FRIGATE.
THE loss of this ship on the French coast, in the neighbourhood of

St. Malo was mentioned in our last, but we have now the satisfaction

to observe, that, owing to the gallant and active interference of our

people, the enemy has been deprived of the advantage which might
have resulted from the accident.

Captain CUNNINGHAM, of the Clyde, commanding the squadron on
the coast, being apprised of the intention of the enemy to float the

1

wreck of the Jason into St. Malo, they having succeeded in hauling
her under the protection of two of their batteries by lightening her of
her guns, &c. determined to attempt to burn her. Accordingly oil

the 5th instant, the boats of the squadron, under the orders of Lieu-
tenant Ross, of the WeazU, boarded the wreck, notwithstanding
the formidable opposition presented by the batteries, a gun-brig,
seven flats, besides row-gallies, cutters, &c. with which she was sur-

rounded.
Lieutenant Ross proceeded to set her on fire, but owing to the

rising of the tide, the project proved abortive. The condition of the

vessel was, however, such as to make her a valuable acquisition to

the enemy j
and th.e failure of the attempt to destroy her, far from

depressing the energy of our people, only suggested the means fora

renewed and more successful effort.

It was then resolved to try to blow her up ;
and en the following day t

Lieutenant Ross again proceeded to the wreck j the boats of the

Weaxle, Insolent, and Liberty, at the same time engaging the enemy
1

:*

squadron for the purpose of diverting his attention from our object.

At half past twelve, Lieutenant Ross boarded under a heavy fire from
the batteries ;

at one o'clock, having arranged every thing, and set fire:

to the train, our gallant party left the ship, and in thirty-
she WAS blown to atoms.
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The enemy conceived they had defeated our purpose, and were
Astonished at the explosion. In this service, so creditable to the

parties, we had not a man either killed or wounded.
The French had in St. Malo two large frigates, three brigs, three

cutters, and eight large flat-bottomed boats
;
but they were deterred

from any movement by the appearance of our squadron, which com-
prises one frigate, thre,e brigs, and two luggers.

THE ships taken up this season for the service of the Hon. East India

Company are proposed to be armed as follow; Vessels of 1200 tons

burthen, to carry thirty-eight pieces of ordnance, each of which is to

be an eighteen-pounder; twenty-six whereof are to be mounted on.

the principal battery 5 ten to he cvried on the upper-deck, and two
in the after ports, eight feet in length, to serve as stern-chasers.
The vessels of 800 tons are to carry thirty-two pieces of ordnance,

twenty are to be mounted on the principal battery, or gun-deck, ten on
the upper-deck, and two carronades, eighteen-pounders, in the after-

ports, to serve as stern-chasers. The ships are all to be fitted with

boarding nettings, at least half mast high, and close round the

quarters. The men to be stationed in the tops are to be armed with

swivels, musquetoons, and pole-axes. A Master at Arms is to be
carried in each ship, in order to teach the crew the exercise. The
former method of defence in general practice on board East India ships
was twenty guns on the principal battery, and six on the quarter-deck,
and their weight of metal was limited to twelve and nine-pounders,
which was very inadequate to the defence proper to be made by ships
of so respectable a construction and equipment; and hence the losses

which have been sustained by captures this war, as in the instances of
the Pigot, taken in Bencoolen Roads ; the Princess Royal) captured in

the Straits of Sunda j the Triton, taken by a pilot schooner in the Bay
of Bengal ; the Raymond and Woodcot, taken by the French on the

Malabar' coast 5 and, lastly, the unfortunate Ke)U, captured off the

Sand Heads by the notorious Surcouff. The last capture was avawedly

owing to a want of the means oi' defence.

tyefollowing is the General MEMO, given out by Sir]. SAUMAREZ tolls

Squadron on their Return to Gibraltar.

Caesar, Rosia Bay, July 15, 1801.

REAR-Admiral Sir JAMES SAUMAREZ has the happiness to offer

his heartfelt congratulations to the Captains, Officers, and men of the

ships he has the honour to command, on the signal success with
whicji

it has pleased Almighty God to crown their zealous exertions in the

service of their country.
To the discipline and valour of British seamen is to be ascribed

their great superiority over the enemy, who, although more than treble

the force of the English squadron in number of guns and weight of

jnetal, have been so singularly defeated.

The Rear-Admiral has not failed to transmit in his late dispatches a

report of the unparalleled exertions of all the Officers and men in

refitting his Majesty's ships after the battle of Algeziras (where their

condud and bravery were equally conspicuous)> which has led to the

late glorious success, SAUMARE2,
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PLYMOUTH REPORT,
JF.OM AUGUST 24, TO SEPTEMBER a6.

jftfg-. 44. WIND E. S. E. Sultry. Warped down to the lower moorings,
the Speedwell, of 16 guns, Lieutenant Tcmlinson. The Sylph, of 18 guns
Captain Dashwood, has had her masts taken out, examined, and put in

again, and her damages repaired which she sustained in her late gallant adlion,

with L'Artemise, of 44 guns, off Cape Ortegal. Came in a French Dogoer,
with wines and brandies, prize to the Atalante, of 18 guns, Captain Griffiths.

Also a Spanish brig with rye and wheat, prize to the Phoenix privateer of

Guernsey, failed the Terrible, of 74 guns, Captain Fayerman, with bullocks
and vegetables for the China*) Fleet. Came in the Belltrophon, of 74 guns,
Captain Lord Garlics, to refit. Sailed to join Vice Admiral Sir C. M. Pole's

squadron, the Louisa, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Truscott
; and Millbrook, of iS

guns, Lieutenant ttarck ; on a cruise.

25. Wind E. S- E. Fair and Sultry. Letters from Dartmouth, state the
arrival there of the Admiral . itcheil, ofi4un>. Lieutenant t'erby, with a

large American ship, from New Yo.-k to .avrc dv Grace
; full of India goods of

various descriptions, valued per manifest at 50,, o^l up, osed French property,
as a French merchant, supercargo, and larmiy wcr- on board going to Old
Prance ; the Alert cutter was in company at the tim?. Sailed a convoy to the

eastward, under care of the Hyaena, of 24 guns Came in from Commodore
Sir Edward i ellew, Bart, off Kochcfort, the Indefatigable, of 44 guns, Captain
Scott, with 5 empty viiftualk-ry lef them ali we:l the zist mst. '1 he French
fleet were in Rochefort, 5 sail of the Ime and 3 frigates.

26. Wind variable, . ultry. Came in the Windsor Castle, of 98 guns, X'ice-

AdmiralSir A. Mitchell, and Pesolution, ot 74 guns. Captain A. H. Gardner
to refit, from the Channel Meet tame in the iarl St Vincu/t, of 14 guns,
Lieutenant Boys, with two rich Sjanish prizes, captured off Cape Ortegal.

27. Wind S. S. E. fuhry. Came in the Hunter, of 18 guns, Taptain Jones,
with empty victuallers from the Channel i Icet Wein into Cawsand Bay, the

Donnegal, of 84 guns. Captain .>hortland. Part of the Rivrli-tionaire's crew
are turned over to her. Came in the l^aiad, of 38 guns, Captain Wilkinson,
from a cruise, and arrived here Vice-Admiral G. Campbell.

28. Wind S S. W. Sultry. Came in the Falcon, of iSguns, armed trans-

port, Captain Nash, with the Cygnet. No. 147, Majestic, V. arrior, and Cham*

pion, armed transports, coppered, after a fine passage of only 26 days, from
Funchall Bay, Madeira, where they had landed the 8jth regiment, and taken

possession of the island ; Captain Nash landed with the conditions on which the

island had surrendered to h .\ ajesty's arms, and set off express for the

Admiralty. Sailtd to join the Channel Fleet, the Bellerophon, of 74 guns
Came in from a cruise, the C. hiiders, of 14 guns, Captain Crawford ; akso the

Swift cutter from the westward. '1 his day the r ercule, of 84 guns, Captain
Luke, finished taking in her new guns, and goes into Cawsand Bay in a

day or two.

29. Wind F. P. E. Sultry. This morning embarked at Mill Bay, on board

the flotilla of gun boats, 500 French prisoners from Mill Prison, for the prison

ships in Hamoaze. Went into the Sound, the Wasp, of 18 guns, (late Guippe),

Captain Eullen. Sailed the Naiad, of 38 guns, Captain Wilkinson, on

a cruise.

30. Wind S. W. Fair til! evening. Went out of dock to her moorings at

the white buoy, the Fanny, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Frissell, being fitted for

sea. Came in a French chasse manu, laden with plaister of paris, prize to the

Stork, of 18 guns, Captain Parker. This day Captain G i-yron, nephew of

the late Admiral Lyron, commissioned in Hamoaze, that beautiful corvene, La

Rosario, of 18 guns. The Hercuie, of 84 guns, made a signal to go 'mo the

found, but the wind falling scant, she brought up at the moorings r

Government House.
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Jr. Wind S. W. Showery. Last night there was a most tremendous storm
bf thunder, lightning, rain, and hail, which lasted without intermission till

day-light, and then suddenly ceased; the men of war in' the sound and Caw-
' sand Bay* rode it out very well. Came in La Nymphe, of 36 guns, Captain
Doughs, from a long cruise of 16 weeks off Corunna. This forenoon passed.by
to the Westward, the outward-bound i^isbon, Oporto, Straits Fleets, and also the

transports for Fgypt; it presented from the Hoe a beautiful and picturesque
scene.

i. Win'd W. Fair. Came in towed by a trawl boat, a Spanish
prize brig, with barilla, with the loss of her foremast. Sailed to the eastward
the Navy transport No. 137. This day the Windsor Castle, of 98 guns, Vice-
Admiral Sir Andrew Mitchell, Canada, 'of 74 guns, Captain ]. S. Yorke ; and
Resolution, of 74 guns, Captain Gardner ; n'jw lying in Cawsand Bay, unbent
bails and payed their tops and bends, with the new patent black varnish.
Went into Cawsand Bay the Hercule, of 84 guns, Captain Luke ; she and the

Donnegal, of 84 guns, only wait for men to be ready for sea. Sailed on a cruise

the Fanny, of 14 guns, '.ieutenant Frissell. Went into dock, the L'Oiseau,
of 44 guns, Honourable Captain G. Murray, -vice Captain Lord A. Fitzroy,

(absent with leave).

i. Wind S, W Cloudy. Game in the Spider armed schooner, Lieutenant

Harrison, aftef a ten weeks passage from Alexandria, having passengers,

Captain Young, of the Royal >'avy, bearing dispatches for government, with
which he landed and set off express in a post chdise and four ffir London.
Came in from a long cruise of 18 weeks, in the Atlantic, and off the western

islands, the Galatea, of 38 guns, Captain Byn^. Cu'.ne in the Centaur, of

74 guns, Captain LittlehaleSj to refit, from the Kochefort squadron.

3. Wind S. W. R*MJ. Came in from the Channel Fleet, which were left all

well the ist iiSst. off Brest, the Royal ,ifir>rge, of no guns, Captain Purvis,
and Barfleur, of 98 guns, Rear- Admiral Col :

ingwood; the former will go uj>
the harbour to have a leak examined below the water line, and the latter to

riclual and water. Arrived a beautiful Spanish packet, With 4 suits of sails,

aud other naval stores, cut out most gallantly by the Boadicea, of 44 guns,

Captain C. Rowley, and the Fisgard, of 48 guns, Captain Martin, from under

the guns of a battery in the inner harbour of verrol, and although the Spaniards

kept up a heavy fire, it was so ill dire&ed that not a person was hurt 5 She was

going to the Havannah with dispatches.

4. Wind S. W. Heavy rain. Came in the Ealing armed schooner, Lieu-

tenant Saunders, after a passage of 16 days from .Gibraltar and Rear- Admiral

Sir James Saumarez, Bart, she left the garrison, and the gallant admiral all

\ycll the ijth ult. Letters received from the Ajax, of 84 guns, Honourable

Captnin Cochrane, dated Aboukir Bay, the lathof June, received by the

Viper, state that the fleet and the army were in the highest spirits; provision*
of ail kinds excessively cheap and plenty, and the people well disposed to the

British allies. Came in the Fanny, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Frissell, with

three empty victuallers from the Channel Fleet.

5. Wind 8. S. W. Rain. Letters received this day from an officer of the

Thames, of 31 guns, Captain Lukin, dated i6th u't. off Cadiz, state, that

Rear Admiral Sir J. Saumarez, Bart, with seven sail of the line, two frigates,

and a sloop of war, having refitted at Gibraltar, sailed the 9th to block up

Cadiz, and on the ioth ulc. was joined by Commodore Tyler with 4 sail of the

Baltic Fleet from Cork ; his fleet now consists of the following ships : -Caesar,

of 84 guns, Rear-Admiral Sit J. Saumarez, Bart. Captain Brenton ; Warrior,

?4 guns, Commodore Tyler ; Pompee, 84 guns ; Spencer, 74 guns ; Venerable,

74 guns; Superbe, 74 guns; Bellona, 74 guns; Defence,,74 guns r Russell, 74

guns ; Audacious, 74 guns ;
St. Antonio, 84 guns : Caroline, 44 guns ; Thames,

3 a guns; and Peterell, 18 guns; all well equipped and iu high spirits.

6. Wind W. S. W. Showery Came in the Captain, of 74 guns, Captain Sir

R. Strachau, Bart, from the fleet ott Rochefort, which she left all well last

Tuesday, Sir R. Strachan going on leave of absenc* ; Captain C. Boyle* took

VI. L L
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the command of the Captain, and sailed directly to rejoin the Rochcfort iqrrt-
dron. Sailed the Louisa, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Truscott, with dispatches for

Malta and Egypt. Orders came down this day for the Swift cutter (|) to get
ready for Lisbon ; and Millbrook armed schooner, Lieutenant Starck, to get

ready to carry dispatches to Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, Bart, and

garrison at Gibraltar.

7. Wind variable. Yesterday evening Letters were received from the

Regulus, of 44 guns, Captain G. Pressland, dated Rosetta, a6th June last,

which state that every article of provisions was cheap and plentiful in the

British lines ; Captain Presshnd ads on shore as agent for transports from
thence to Alexandria. Letters received from the Admiral Paisley, of 16 guns,
Lieutenant Wooldridge, dated the 37th of July, off Malaga, state his having;
been dispatched by Rear Admiral Sir J. Saumarez, to look for Rear-Admiral
Sir J. B. Warren ; he had been as high as Malta, but found only there, the

Genercux, of 84 guns. Sir J. B. Warren, (by some accounts received from
some neutrals arrived there,) had been spoken with steering for that island.

8. Wind W. Cloudy. Went up the harbour to be repaired, the Centr.ur.

of 74 guns, Captain Littlchales. Sailed for Portsmouth, to refit, the Barfleur,
of 98 guns, Rear-Admiral Collingwood; also the Millbrook, of 18 guns, with

dispatches for the fleet off Cadiz. Went up the harbour, the Sirius, of 36
guns, Captain King, to go into dock. Came in the Megaera fire-ship, Captain
Newhouse, from the Channel Fleet. Passed up for Torbay, the Triumph, of

74 guns, Captain Sir R. Burlow.

9. Wind E S. E. Fair. Sailed the Windsor Castle, of 98 guns, Vice Ad-
miral Mitchell, and Resolution, of 74 guns, Captain Gardner, to join the

Channel Fleet with cattle and vegetables. Came in the Halifax, of 14 guns,
from a. cruise. Sailed ibr Spithead, the Lord Macartney, from Halifax, with

large masts for that yard. Orders came down to the Desiree, of 44 guns,

Captain Inman. to proceed to Spithead to take the flag of Rear-Admiral

Whitshed, to Halifax, as he is to have the command on that station.

10. Wind S. E. Fair. Orders came down for the Canopus, of 84 guns, now
in dock, to be got ready for commission with all possible dispatch. Came in a

large fleet of coasters from the Downs, with groceries, &c. and two Swedes,
with pitch, tar, and hemp, for the Dock-yard. This day the Revolutronaire*

crew were turned over to the Donnegal, of 84 guns, Captain Shortland, in

Cawsand Bay.

11. WindS. E. Fair; Went up the Harbour the Royal George, of no
guns, Captain Purvis, to refit. Passed by to the westward, the large East-

India, Straits, and Newfoundland fleets, outward-bound, under convoy of the

Triumph, of 74 guns, Captain Sir R. Barlow, Bart, and Alcmene, of 32 guns,

Captain Devonshire, with a fine breeze at S. E. By the latest accounts from
the coast of France, it appears that the frigate, of 44 guns, so handsomely
Leaten by the little Sylph, of 18 guns, Captain Dashwood, was fhe Artcmise
which escaped from Boiirdeaux and got into Corunna.

iz. Wind E. S E. Fair. Came in the Orion, of 74 gun, Captain Rey-
nolds, from off Rochcfort, and went into Cawsand Bay; She left Sir E.

Pellew's squadron all well last Thursday, he had recalled all the fire-ships

intended to burn the Rochefort squadron, as they were too strongly protected

by numerous batteries. Letters from the Cresar, of 84guns, dated off Cadiz,
the 26th ult. state, that the gallant Saumarez had declared that port in a

complete state of blockade, and captured all vessels of every description goinjf
into or coming from that Port.

ic. Wind S. E. Fair. Came in the Neptune, of 98 guns, Vice-Admiral

Gambier, Captain Brace
;
from the Channel Fleet, which was left all well the

nth inst. the enemy had not made any movement whatever. Last night and
this rooming 1250 French prisoners were embaiked from Mill Bay in gun-
boats, and taken on board the 7 prison ships fitted for their reception in

Humoaze. 'Hie prisons will be cleared this week, when the guard will be
reduced from a Captain's to a Subaltern's.
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14. Wind N. N. W. Fair. By letters from off Rochefort, dated a6th of

August, it appears, that the Amelia, of 44 guns, Honourable Captain Herbert,
tood in to reconnoitre the enemy: La Medusa, of 50 guns, 344, and an
armed schooner, came out to oppose them, when a smart action en.ued, and

though the Ambuscade, of 32 guns, (ci-devant British), was standing out of
Rochefort Roads to assist them, after an hour's cannonading the whole squadron
retired under the batteries, and Captain H. lay too with his colours flying to
wait for them, but they declined, and Captain H. made sail to join Sir L.

Pfillew; the shores and hills were lined with spectators to see the a&ion.

15. Wind N. N. W. Fair. This morning the whole of the different

Prisons at Mill Prison were cleared, and 4,500 French prisoners are safe on board
the prison ships in Hamoaze. Came in La I.egere, French packet, of 14 guns
and 50 men, prize to the Stork, of 18 guns from Guadaloupe to Bourdeaux
with a very valuable cargo of cocoa, coffee, indigo, and cotton, she has several

passengers on board. Came in the Unicorn, of 32 guns, Captain Wemys, from
a cruise. Sailed Le Desiree, of 44 guns, Captain Inman, for Spithead, and the

Galathca, of 3)5 guns, Captain Byng, with empty vi&uallers for Cork.

16. Wind E. S. Fair. Came in from a cruise, the Ambuscade, of 44 guns,
Honourable Captain Colville; and went into the Sound to attend a convoj for

the Downs. Came in -the Lord Dehval, letter of marque, of 14 guns, Cuptaiu
Richardson, in ballast for London, from Surinam and the Windward Islands ;

she sailed six weeks since in company with the Diana, of 36 guns, Captain
Beresford, and Surinam, of i 8 guns ;

and parted company the 5th inst..in a gale
of wind in lat. 45. 39. N. long. zz. 3. West. Came in the Beaulieu, of 44 guns,

Captain Poyntz, from a cruise.

17. Wind S. E. Fair Sailed the Canada, of 74 guns, Capta-n S. Yorke, with

bullocks for the Channel Fleet. The 1 ord Delaval on her passage fell in with

three British frigates cruising for La Braave, in the Bay. Came in a detained

Dane, from Stralsund to Bourdeaux, by the Suffisante, of 14 guns, Captain
Nesham. Came in from the Downs, the Alecto fire-ship; also the Blanche, of

3 a guns, Captain M'*. ulloch, from a cruise; and the Spitfire, of 24 guns

Captain Keen, from off the coast of France.

18. WindS. \V. Rain. Came in La I.egere,
a French lugger of 10 guns,

and 50 men, deeply laden with ivory and gums, from Senegal to Bourdeaux;

.prize to the Amethyst, of 32 guns, Captain Cooke, (i) Came in the

hurfisante, of 14 guns, from off Isle Aix ; also the Earl St. Vincent, of 14 gun?,

privateer of this" port, after a three months un^ccessful cruise off the Western

Islands. Came in the Reijard, of 24 guns, Captain Spicer,
from the coast of

Fraqce. Sailed for the Downs, the Plymouth lugger, Lieutenant Maxwell,

with a convoy,

19. Wind S. W. Fair. Came in the London, of 98 guns, Captain Keates,

from the Channel Fleet; and Serpent, of 18 guns, Captain Biggs from Cork,

with invalid seamen. This day the Royal George, of no guns, Captain

Purvis, was lightened alongside the Jetty Head, to search fpr the leak below

the water line. Sailed the Megrera fire-ship,
with viduallers for the Channel

Fleet. Sailed the Hunter, of 18 guns, Captain Jones, on a, cruise to tl

Westward.

ao. Wind S. W. Fair. No arrivals or departures.

WindN W. Cloudy. T. W. Whitford, Coroner for Devon, took an

on the body of a seaman, of the Centaur, of 74 guns, who cut uu

;,
LI 1*1 v_*picmi ^ ^ -j > i

inted from the Surinam of 18 guns, to be.
late lamented Captain Colt,dcc..) it appo
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flag Captain of the Leviathan, of 74 guns ;
this ship was to cruise to windwa,r4

during the hurricane months.

42. Wind S. S. W. Fair. Being the anniversary of his Majesty's coronation,
vas observed as usual. Went up the Harbour to refit, the Renard, of 24 gun?,
Captain Spicer, and the Aledo, lire-ship, Captain Cathcart. Sailed the Spider,
armed schooner, Lieutenant Harrison. Came in the Chapman, armed ship,

Captain Brown, with a convoy of coasters, and a French chasse marie, La
Juene Marie, with wines, was cut out by the boats of La Hirondeile, near
Rochefort ; also La Juene Theodore, from Guadaloupe, with cocoa, corTee, &c.

prize to the Triton, of 32 guns, Captain Fitzgerald.

23. Wind S. W. Fair. Came in the Magnificent, of 74 guns, Captain
Gifiard, from the Channel Fleet. Sailed the Atlas, of 98 guns, Captain Jones,
and Neptune, of 98, Vice-Admiral Gambler, with Bullocks for the Channel
1'lett. Came in the Fanny, of 14 guns, Lieutenant 1-rissell ; in turning up r a->

moaze, by the set of the lee current, at half tide she tailed on the German
Rock, but by the exertion of 1 ieutenant I rissell and his ship's company, she gx>t
off without damage. Came in 490 seamen and landmen from Liverpool,
Exeter, ;. ilford, &c. for the ships fitting out here. Went out of dock the

irius, of 3f> guns, Captain K}ng, she will be soon ready for sea.

24. Wind .S. W. Rain. The Dedaigneuse, of 36 guns, Captain Pierre-

point, was this day commissioned in Hamoaze. bailed the Bellisle, of
S-j

guns, Captain Lomett, to join tht Channel Fleet, with bullocks and vegetables.
U'his day sixty fine bullocks were embarked on board the ships going to join the

Channel Fleet.

25. Wind S W. Fair. Sailed the London, of 98 guns, Captain Murray,
to join the Channel Fleet. The Blanche, of 32 guns Amethyst, of 36, on a

cruise; and the Chapman, of 24, with a convoy for JVIilford. Ali-o for Spit-

head, the Glenmore, of 36 guns, Captain Duff, to attend a Cciurt-MartiaJ on six

of her seamen, when last at Cork, lor mutinous condudl at the Love previous to

her sailing on her last cruise.

26. Wind S. W. Rain. Just came in from the Channel Fleet to refit, the

Formidable, pf 98 guns, Captain Grindall; the Glory, of 98 guns, Captain
Veils; and from the Kochefort squadron, the Robust, of 74, Captain Jarvis ;

and Mars, of 74, Rear-Ac'miral Thornbprough. Left them all well on the.'

i st instant. A King's messenger has been here this week, and carried off by.

a warrant from the Secretary of State, three United Irishmen, taken out of a

aeutral ship in Catwater. Their crimes are not specified.

PORTSMOUTH REPORT,
FROM AUGUST 23, TO SEPTEMBER 26.

44. Arrived the Seahorse, of 38 gurs, Captain Footc, from
Sailed the Saturn, of 74 guns, Rear Adir.iral 1 otty, Captain James Brisbane,
to join the Channel Heet. and the Amjbitrite, of 28 gui;s, Captain H;Tvey, t

lie as guard-ship at the Needles.

25. Sailed the St. Albans, of 64 guns, Captain Hardy, to the eastward j

Arethusa, of 38 guns, Captuin Wolley, fpr Madeira; and the StagulJ, o 18

guns, Captain Wainwriglu, for Jersey.

26. Sailed the
r

\ riumph, of 74 guns, Captain Sir R. Farlow ; Solebay, of 36,

Captain Dundas ; Hind, of 28 guns, C aptain Larcom ; and the Prevc.yante and
William

stpreships, with about 120 sail of merchantmen and transpcrts under

convoy, for Gibraltar, A/:inorca, JValta, and Egypt. Also the Hydra, of 38
uns, Hon. Captain Pagct, for Lisbon and Madeira : ^Rambler, of 16 guns,

Captain Rye, on a cruise ;
and the Nctley schooner, Lieutenant Mein, with 4

ccnvoy for Lisbon.

27. A'rived La Loire, of 44 guns, Captain Newman, from a five month*
cruise, off Havre, and the Union cutter, Lieutenant Rowed, frcm a cruise.
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39. Arrived the Rowcliffe, of 16 guns, Lieutenant Donovan, From Jersey,
Sailed the Constance, of 24 guns, Captain Mudge, to join the squadron off
Havre

; Earl Spencer cutter, Lieutenant Lackey, with seventy sail of homewapd
bound West Indiamen under convoy, for the Downs; and the Union cutter,
Lieutenant Rowed, with a couvoy for Plymouth. The Hon. aptain Joh.n

Murray Xvent out passenger in the Union, tq join L'Qiseau frigate, at Ply-
mouth.

31. Arrived the Hyaena, of 34 guns, Captain Granger, and the Thalia >

armed enjlute, Captain Moncur, from the eastward
; and the Goree sloop qf

war, Captain Tidy, frpm the West Indies. Sailed the Edgar, of 74 guns,
Captain Otway, and the Elephant, of 74 guns, Captain Foley, to join the
Channel Fleet.

Sept. i. Arrived the Sophie, of 18 guns, Captain Burdett, from Newfound-
Jand, with twelve valuable ships, which she convoyed to their respective ports;
and the Earl St. Vincent cutter, Lieutenant Lackey, from the Downs Sailed
the Cambrian, of 44 guns, Hon. Captain Legge, to attend his Majesty at

Weymouth.
a. Arrived the Racoon sloop of war, Captain Rathborne, with 170 kegs of

liquor, which she picked up at sea
; Hazard, of 1 8 guns, Captain Butterfield,

with a convoy from Cork; and the Falcon, of 16 guns, Captain James Nash,
with the transports which carried the troops to Madeira, last from l-lymouth.
tailed the Sophie, of 18 guns, Captain Burdett, with a convoy for the Down?.

3. Arrived the St. Fiorenzo, of 44 guns, Captain Patterson, from Weymouth,
Sailed the Hyjena, of 24 guns, Captain Granger, to join the Channel Fleet.

4. Arrived the Constance frigate, Captain Mudge, from off Havre, hiving
sprung her main-mast, fore mast, and main-yard, in a gale pf wind.

7. Arrived the Hebe, armed en fute, Captain Reynolds, and the Mondovi

sloop of war, Captain Duff, from 1 ord Keith's fleet off Alexandria. Sailed the

Vengeance, of 74 guns, Captain Duff, to join the Channel Fleet ; St. Fiorenzo

frigate, Captain i atterson, on a cruise off Havre; and the Earl St. Vincent

cutter, Lieutenant Lackey, wich a convoy for Jersey.

8. Arrived the Anson, of 44 guns, Captain Cracraft, from Lisbon, last from

the Dotvns.

9. Arrived tl>e Raven, of 18 guns, Captain Sauuders, with a convoy from

the L'owns. Sailed the Seahorse frigate, Captain Foote, with the outward-

bound East Indiamen under convoy.

10. Arrived the Albicore sloop of war, Capt. Chilcott, from Jamaica ;
and the

..'Wolverene, of 16 guns, Captain Wight, from the squadron off Havre. Sailed

the A Icmene frigate, Captain Lambeit, \vith a convoy for Halifax and New-
foundland

;
the Racoon sloop of war, Captain Rathborne, on a cruise

;
and the

Kowcliffe, of 16 guns, Lieutenant Donovan, for Jersey.

n. Arrived the Earl St. Vincent cutter, Lieutenant Lackey, from Jersey.

Sailed the Hazard sloop of war, Captain Eutterfkld, for Cork. She had only-

come out of harbour in die morning.

12. Arrived the Flirt cutter, Lieutenant Evans, from a cruise. She fired' a

Uoyal Salute yesterday, on passing the Cambrian off Weymouth, with his

Majesty on board. Sailed the Hebe, armed en fate, Captain Reynolds, to th,e

eastward, to be repaired ;
and the Beaver sloop of war, Captain Jones, for Cork.

14. Arrived the Maidstone frigate, Captain ^Donnelly,
from a cruise off

Cherbourg. Sailed the. Gapges, of 74 guns, Captain Frccmantle, to join the

Channel Fleet.

15. Arrived the Barfleur, of 98 guns, Rear-Admiral Collingwood, Captain

Irwin; and La Desiree friatc, Captain Inman, from Plymouth. Sailed tl

IVlalta, of 84 guns, Captain Bertie, to join the Channel Fleet.

16. Arrived the Basilisk gun brig, Lieutenant Gooch, from Marcou ; and

the Abundance store-ship from the Downs. Sailed the Maidstone frigate,

Captain Donnelly, to resume her station off Cherbourg.



*5* MONTHLY REGISTBR.

17. Sailed the I ondon, of 98 guns, Caatain G. Murray, to join the Channel
Fleet ; and the Fly sloop of war, Captain Duval, with a convoy for New-
foundland.

1 8. Sailed the Desirce frigate, Captain Inman, to join the squadron off

Havre.

19. Sailed the Constitution cutter, on a cruise.

21. Arrived the Latona frigate, Captain Sotheron, from Yarmouth ; Serpent
loop of war, Captain Roberts, from Plymouth; and the Racoon, Captain
Rathborne, from a cruise.

34. Arrived the Diana frigate, Captain Beresford, from the West Indies,
last from the Downs. Sailed the Racoon sloop of war, Captain Rathborne, on
a cruise ; and the Falcon, Captain Nasli, with several ships under convoy for

.Madeira. The Highland Chief East Indiaman, with stores for the Cape of
Good Hope, and from thence to India for a cargo, sailed under convoy of the

Falcon as far as Madeira.

26, Arrived the Eurydice, of 24 guns, Captain Bathurst, from Quebec, last

from the Downs.

JDromations anD appointments.

WHITEHALL, SEPT. g.

The King has been pleased to nominate and appoint Sir James Saumarcz,
Bart. Rear-Admiral of the Blue, to be one of the Knights Companions of the

Most Honourable Order of the Bath.

Sept. is. The King was pleased, by warrant under his Royal Signet and

Sign Manual, bearing date the 7th day of January last, to give and grant unto
Horatio Baron Nelson of the Kile, and of Burnham Thorpe, in the county of
Norfolk (now Viscount Nelson), Knight of the Most Honourable Military
Order of the Bath, and Vice-Admiral of the Blue Squadron of his Majesty's
fleet, his royal licence and permission to receive and bear the Great Cross of the

Order of St. Ferdinand and of Merit, conferred upon him by Ferdinand the IV th

King of the Two Sicilies.

The King was also pleased, by warrant under his Royal Signet and Sign
Manual, bearing date the gth of January last, to give and grant unto the said

Horatio Baron Nelson (now Viscount Nelson , his royal licence and permission to

accept, for himself and his heirs, the title of Duke of Bronte, with the icf
f the cutchy annexed thereto, also conferred upon him by the said King of the

Two Sicilies.

And also to command, that these his Majesty's concessions and declaratiogs,

together with the relative documents, be
respectively registered in his College

of Arms.

Captain Barton, of the Concorde, is appointed Governor of Newfoundland, in

Consequence of no Admiral going this season ou that station.

Captain F. W. Austen to the command of the Neptune, of j8 guns, the flag-

ship of Vice-Admiral Gambier, vice Captain Brace.

Captain S. Ferris, late of the Hannibal, who has been tried and

lonourably acquitted (seepage 244), to the 1 huuderer, of 74 guns.

Captain William Young, who lately sailed from Portsmouth Agent
Transports, is promoted to the rank of Post Captain.

Rear-Admiral \Vhitshed, to the command at Halifax.

Captain Hay, to be his Captain.

Captain George Turlton, of the Haerlem, to the Africaine frigate.

Captain John Stewart, of the N!ondovi, to the rauk of Post Captain, and.

the command of the Hacikm.
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Captain Thomas Stephenson, late Lord Keith's Captain, to the Diane frigate

Capt. John Elphinstone, of the Heclor, to be Lord Keith's first Captain ; and

Captain Searl, of the Determince,to be his second Captain.

Captain Beaver, to the Determineew

Captain C. Cole, frnn the Surinam, of 18 guns, to be Flag Captain of the.

Leviathan, of *4 guns.

Captain E. O'Brien, of the Transfer brig, to the rank of Post Captain, and
the command of the Kent, the flag-ship of Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton,

Lieutenant Bradby (youngest son of Admiral Bradby, of Southampton), late
*f the Jason, to be First Lieutenant of tl e Dedaigneuse frigate.

Lieutenant Silver to the Captivity.

Mr. G. Bicknall, made a Lieutenant, and appointed to the London.

The Hon. Capt. Pierrepont, to the Dedaigneusc frigate, fitting at Plymouth,,
Lieutenant W. Atkins to the Pcgase.

Lieutenant Garrett, to the fly.

Captain Bentick, of the Navy, is appointed Governor of Halifax.

Lieutenant Luke Home, to hU Majesty's ship Ruby, of 64 guns.

Captain J. West, to the Utrecht, of 68 guns.

Captain Omraaney, to the Barfleur.

Captain Frederick Warren to the Amphitrke frigate, laying as gaardship at
the Needles.

Lord Cochran to the rank of Post Captain.

Lieutenant Herring, to his Majesty's ship the Ville de Pari?, as First Lieu-

tenant.

Lieutenant George Holder to his Majesty's ship the Ville de Paris, as Second
Lieutenant.

Lieutenant James Boult tahis Majesty's ship the Blanche.

Lieutenant Walter Kennedy to his Majesty's ship the Barfleur, of 98 gun*.

Lieut. Campbell, First of the Latona.to the Earl St. Vincent cutter; and

Lieutenant Lackey, to be First of the Latona.

Mr. Archibald Telfer to hi Majesty's ship Raisonable, of 54 guns.

Mr, Kene, late Surgeon of the London, is appointed Surgeon to the French

prison, at Liverpool.

James White, Esq. Purser of his ^Majesty's ship Experiment, is appointed.

Paymaster of the second battalion of the, 54th regiment, .now serving in Hgypt.

J. Edgcumbe, Esq. late Purser of the Jason, is appointed to the Vigilant, of

74 guns.
sss i . . 'sa

MARRIAGES'.

Lately, Captain Byron, of the Royal Navy, to Miss Sykes, daughter of Nfr.

$ykes, of Arundel-street.

Lieut. Clavell, of the Barfleur, of 98 guns, to Miss C. Bulky, of Plymouth.

OBITUARY.
The 26th instant, at Dral, the gallant Captain E. T. Parked, of the wound*

he received in tha second attack on the French rVtilla off Boulogne. Every

Attention was paid to this meritorious Officer that his Inn^ntable situation de-

manded. F.ari St. Vincent with that humanity which has ever mart

his conduft, sent down hie own surgeon to attend him j and great hopes wer

wtcrtaiued for a time that not only b valuable life, but his lunb wowld
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be saved; the flattering expectations of his friends were, however, disappointed j

he suffered amputation very high in the thigh on the i6th instant, one of the

arteries burs', ;nd the great effusion of blood reduced him to so low a state,
that he only languished till the morning of the ayth, when

" His noble spirit sought the shades,"

to the great regret of every Briton* and particularly of his gallant Commander
Lord Nelson. His memory will ever be dear to a gr iteful Nation in the defence
of whose liberties he so bravely distinguished himself.

At Diss, in Norfolkj vlr; Jahies Bones, surgeon of the Amazon man of wai
At Plymouth, 'r. George Thompson of a lingering disorder, aged 68, many

years master of a London coaster.

July 21. On board the Blanche frigate, off the Western' Isles, Mr. William

Home, Midshipman, and eldest son of the late Rear- Admiral Roddam Home.

On the coast of Africa, in May last, Mr. Alexander Gaffrae, Commander of
tBe ship Nassau, much and justly regretted.

On board his Majesty's ship La Magicienne, at Port Royal, Jamaica, Liea-
tenant James W. Laran, of the said ship.

At Martinique, the beginning of last June, Mr. Tirel Morin, a youth of 16^
ldest son of John Tirel \!orin, Esq. of Hanover-square, Midshipman on board

his Vajesty's ship L'Heurcux, Captain Bland, by a fall from aloft, whilst

amusing himself with his young companions.

At Malta, the ad of. June last, Mr. Robert Maitland, Midshipman, fourth

son of the late Hon. Captain Frederick Maitlarid, of the Navy.

On his passage home from Egypt, Mr. Coveney, Purser of his Majesty's

loop Mondovi.

In the West Indies, of the yellow fever, Mr. Joseph Bellamy, Purser of hit

Majesty's ship 1 opaze, in the prime of life, and universally regretted. .

At Uamietta, on the coast of Kgypt, hi his 2$d year, sincerely regretted, Mr.

jjamuel Simms, youngest son of Mr. Sinims, of Bath. He had served six years
as Midshipman with oir >idney Smith, and was a young uian of very consider*

able promise in his profession.

On the 1 7th of June last, at Aboukir Bay, much regretted by his numerous

friends, Lieutenant Henry Kent, Comma'nder of the Cover armed transport.
\Ve are sorry to add the service has lost in him an excellent and zealous Officer.

On the night of the I3th instant, Mr. Trelawney Treby, a fine youth of 15,

belonging to the Courageux, of 74 guns, having the middle-watch, by some
.accident fell overboard, and the ship going large eight knots, was never heard
of afterwards. He was son of P. T. Treby, Esq. of Goodamore, near Plympton,
Devon.

At her house, at Knlghtsbridge, riear London, Mrs. Morris, widow of the

late Captain
">

iorris, who commanded the Bristol, and fell in enaction, last war,
in America, and mother to Captain Nichol Morris, of the Phaeton frigate.

At Hardway, near Gosport, in child bed of her twelfth child, Mrs. Olivia

Toiulin, wife of Mr. J. Tomlin, Master in the Royal Navy.

In Sloane-street, Charlotte Mary Bradby, only child of the late Captain

Jamds Eradby, of the Royal Navy.

Mr. William- Gore, Midshipman of the Medusa, who fell in the second attack

at Boulogne, was sort of Lieutenant-Colonel Gore, of the Bristol Volunteer

Infantry -,
he was only in his i6th year, and promised to be an honour to h

family, a,ri ornament to his profession, and an invaluable Officer to his country.
Previous to receiving the fatal blow which terminated his life, he h'ad been,
wounded by five musquet-balls in attempting to board, and every man in the
boat with him was either killed or wounded. Mr. Bristow, his brother- Mid- .

shipman, who gallantly fell with him, was a youth of like merit, and is of

course alike deservedly lamented.

3
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OF
SIR ROGER CURTIS, BART.

VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE RED.

Set honour in one eye, and death in the other,
And I will look on both indifferently :

For, let the Gods so speed me, as I love

The name of honour more than I fear death. SHAKS.

*1pHAT the achievements of the British Navy have, dur-

ing the contest now happily concluded, shone with a

degree of unrivalled splendour, is a truth universally acknow-

ledged ; and, should their country at a future day again

require their exertions, we doubt not but deeds equally

glorious will rival those that have reflected such lustre on

our days ; recollecting under whom the men were educated

that are to lead our fleet to battle hereafter, we remember,
that Philip formed the Generals who gained the victories of

Alexander.

Sir Rpger Curtis is the son of an eminent farmer,

highly respe&ed in the neighbourhood of Downton in

Wiltshire, where he resided. Mr. Curtis evinced an early

predileftion for the honourable profession of which he has

become so distinguished an ornament. His father, how-

ever, whose property was considerable, opposed the inclina-

tions of an only son, and used every endeavour to divert

him from the choice he had made; nor can we wonder

that an affe&ionate parent should reluctantly consent to

part with the prop of his declining years, and rather wish

him t enjoy ease and independence on his paternal estate,

than expose himself to the perils of a maritime life ; every

means having been ineffectually used to dissuade Mr. Curtis

from his purpose, he at length obtained a slow leave to quit

the cool sequestered vale of life.

Great part of Mr. Curtis's probationary time, he passed

under the command of Admiral Barrington, a man whose

example and advice were well calculated to form the seaman

and the Officer ; for among the many meritorious characters

vi, M M
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that have adorned the British Navy, few have enjoyed the

esteem of their brother Officers, and the respecl of the world

in general, in a greater degree than that gallant Admiral,

Our young seaman having served with diligence and atten-

tion for several years, and passed the usual professional

ordeal, in 2771, was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant.

He was shortly after this period appointed Lieutenant of

the Ot:er sloop on the Newfoundland station ; that great

national concern (the fisheries) did not escape the inquiring
mind of Mr. Curtis ; he rendered himself fully master of the

nature and principles of a commerce, which, considered

either as a source of wealth or a nursery for seamen, is of

the utmost importance to the British empire ; the professional

abilities of Lieutenant Curtis at this time attracted the

attention of Admiral (afterward Lord) Shuldam, who

united the usual offices of Naval Com nander and Governor

of Newfoundland ; and in 1775, when he was appointed to

command on the American station, he chose our young
Officer as one of his Lieutenants, whose merit soon pro-

cured him the unlimited confidence of the Admiral. In

June 1776, Lieutenant Curtis obtained the rank of Com-

mander, and was appointed to the Senegal sloop.

On my Lord Howe's succeeding Admiral Shuldam in the

command of the fleet, Captain Curtis remained on the

American station.

It is in the recollection of every one that this was the

eventful period at which thei North American provrnces

revolted, and the whole of his Lordship's command became

a scene of obstinate and sanguinary warfare ; the extent of

sea coast he had to guard, and the smallness of his means,

obliged him to disperse his fleets, and many important

stations were consequently filled by young Officers : a situa-

tion highly favourable to an active mind, as a fortuitous event

may give occasion to display abilities that might otherwise

have remained unnoticed for years ; it was on one of these

happy occasions, that Captain Curtis, by a judicious exen-

tioa of the power vested in a Commanding Officer, attracted
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the attention of Lord Howe, previous to this they had been

totally unacquainted with each other; the repeated instances

of zeal and good condud which the Captain of the Senegal
exhibited on various services confirmed his Lordship in the

opinion he had formed of him, and in April 1777, the

Eagle, on board which his flag was flying, becoming vacant,

Lord Howe promoted Captain Curtis to the rank of Post

Captain, and appointed him to that ship, although he was

at the time one of the youngest Masters and Commanders in

the fleet.

This was undoubtedly the greatest proof the Commander
in Chief could give, of the confidence he reposed in Captain

Curtis, and the high opinion he entertained of his abilities.

Lord Howe, it is well known, was not a man who hastily

formed his opinion, his friendships were the result of tnaturt

reflexion, and convidtion of the worth of those whom he

honoured with them, they were therefore the more likely

to be lasting ; the intimacy which now took place between

Captain Curtis and that truly great man, ended but with the

lamented death of the latter.

During the remainder of the time Lord Howe commanded

on the American station, Captain Curtis continued to

exercise the duties of Captain of the Fleet, and returned with

him to Europe in the Eagle, in which ship he remained until

she was ordered to the East Indies, when his health being

impaired by the fatigues of service, he was permitted to resign

the command.

In November 1780, he was appointed to command the

Brilliant frigate, and soon after was dispatched to Gibraltar

with sealed orders, having a cutter under his command ; an

attack from a very superior force of the enemy, and other

adverse circumstances, prevented his getting into the Bay ot

Gibraltar, and he was compelled to forego the object of

his mission, and reluctantly to quit the scene of his future

plory.

Captain Curtis having failed in his attempt to land his

dispatches, proceeded up the Mediterranean to Minorca,
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where he remained until the commencement of 1781, when

the garrison being exceedingly" straitened for provisions,

among other resourses General Elliot had applied to Minorca

for relief; a supply having been collected, several transports

\vere dispatched under convoy of the Brilliant, and on the

aist of April Captain Curtis succeeded in throwing a season-

able supply into the garrison.

The Brilliant was warped into the Mole, and her Com-
mander took the direction of the naval force. It was about

this period that the memorable siege of Gibraltar began to

wear a serious aspect ; the enemy's armed vessels very much

annoyed the garrison, especially near the New Mole, and

to the southward. Two gun -boats were all that Captain
Curtis had to oppose to numerous vessels of every descrip-

tion which the enemy possessed ; however his zeal, gallantry,

and indefatigable exertions were such, that very great assist-

ance was rendered, even with this small force; the arrange-

ment and discipline he maintained among the seamen were

highly creditable to him, and that great judge of military

.merit, General Elliot, reposed the utmost confidence in his

abilities.

The superiority of naval force possessed by the Spaniards,

rendered it exceedingly difficult for any supplies to approach

the garrison in vessels of small force ; and the light airs that

often prevail, gave to the enemy's row-boats a decided ad-

vantage ; and the troops had often the mortification t?

behold the refreshments they were so much in want of,

taken almost from their lips, notwithstanding the efforts of

the small maritime force then in the.Mole.

On one occasion, however, the skill and gallantry of the

British seamen succeeded in entering the Bay, notwith-

standing the opposition of a most fearful odds.

On the morning of the 7th of August, about five o'clock,

a brig was discovered in the Gut, about a third of the way

over, between Cabarita Point and Europa, she was perceived

by the Spaniards and the garrison nearly at the same time, it

perfectly calm, and she was rowing towards the rock.
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Ifhe enemy immediately sent out fourteen gun- boats, carrying

each a twenty-six pounder, and several launches, to at-

tack her.

Notwithstanding the great inequality of force, Captain
Curtis resolved to attempt her rescue; all the force he

Assessed was the Repulse and Vanguard gun boats, with

these and the boats of the ships he went to her assistance.

The enemy's force advanced faster than that from the garri-

son, and by eight o'clock had commenced the attack ; the

garrison were anxious spectators of the combat, and beheld

the English brig, which they now discovered to be a sloop

of war, with astonishment; she sustained the attack with

the greatest firmness, and returned a cool and well regulated

fire> the greater part of the gun-boats were soon almost

close to her, and she seemed, as it were, buried in the clouds

of grape-shot and the spray that surrounded her; the troops

on the rock at this time almost gave her up, hardly sup-

posing it possible, that the small force Captain Curtis

commanded would venture near enough to render Im-

material assistance ; he however pushed on gallantly, and

the brig did not long support the uneaual combat without

aid ; the Repulse and Vanguard were judiciously placed so

as to cover the brig and annoy the enemy, the ship's boats

went to her assistance, and the breeze springing up at this

time, enabled her to near the rock a little. The Spaniards,

however, still continued the attack, some coming up
abreast of her, and others raking her. At length cool-

ness and discipline prevailed over numbers, the steadiness

and bravery with which the brig defended herself, aided bjr

the well-dire&ed fire of grape-shot from the Vanguard and

Repulse, succeeded in obliging the enemy to retire, and by-

ten o'clock they all fled, notwithstanding the approach of a

xebec, mounting near 30 guns, to their aid, she finding the

gun-boats perfectly subdued, also hauled off and left the

boats to tow their friend into the Mole, where she was

received with the applauding shouts, of the garrison, and
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proved to be his Majesty's sloop Helena, commanded!

by Captain Roberts, the same Officer that had been First

Lieutenant with Captain Farmer, who bravely fell in an

a&ion between the Quebec and the Surveillante ; on which

occasion Lieutenant Roberts was promoted to the rank of

Master and Commander, and for his gallant exertions in

the present unequal contest he was made Post. General

Elliot, in the following letter to the Secretary of State, pays

a just tribute of applause to the Officers concerned in this

gallant affair :

I received your dispatch of the zoth of July, by his Majesty's

sloop Helena, Captain Roberts, who arrived by dint of perseverance

and bravery, with the assistance of our two gun-boats (the Vanguard
and Repulse), he was towed into the Bay, they were posted by

Captain Curtis himself. He personrl'y rondufted the attack in his

barge with distinguished success, notwithstanding a constant and heavy
fire of round and grape fiom the enemy's gun-boats for nearly two

hours ; the particulars of Captain Roberts' gallant behaviour and that

of his ship's company, will, no doubt, be transmitted by Captain

Curtis ; but as he (Captain Curtis) is not a man to speak of any

transaction so highly redounding to his own honour, on my part it is

an indispensable duty to inform your Lordship that his zeal for the

service is scarcely to be paralleled, in forwarding every operation that

can any way contribute to our comfort or defence.

** A small accession of strength by the addition of a few gun-
boats, enabled the marine force under Captain Curtis to render oc-

casional se.-vice in assisting vessels coming with refreshments."

When the celebrated sally was made in November of the

same year, a detachment of seamen were employed under

the command of Navy Officers, and although it was foreign,

to his department, on this, as on every occasion where the

public service could in the least be benefited by his advice

or assistance, he voluntarily accompanied General Elliot ;

and that able Officer in his public letter, speaking of Captain

Curtis, says,
*' he greatly distinguished himself by his dis-

cernment, assistance, and personal effort."

It is, well known that on this memorable occasion, bat-

teries aud approaches, which had cost the enemy near



OF Sift ROGER CURTIS, BART. 267

tighreen months incessant labour to construct, were de-

stroyed in a few hours ; and this, by the prudence and

good order observed by the soldiers and seamen, was effected

With a trifling loss.

No occurrence of importance in which Captain Curtis

Was engaged, happened until the following year. The

brigade of seamen, however, are acknowledged on all occa-

sions to have rendered the most eminent service, as well in

constructing works under the direction of the engineers, as

in every other exertion that took place during the period

of a siege that will ever be remembered as one of the

proudest boasts of Britain ; Captain Curtis shared in every*

danger, and his example and precept established a degree of

discipline among the seamen that would have done honour

to veteran soldiers.

Early in September 1782, the fire of the enemy, and

the apparent formidable attack that was in a state o^

forwardness, rendered it necessary to scuttle the ships in the

New Mole, which obliged the seamen to encamp near

Europa Point. On the nth of the same month we find the

brigade of seamen very honourably noticed by General

Elliot, in an account of an attack made by the Spanish fleet;

after some previous description, he observes, that

" The squadron then went to the eastward of the rock, and formed

in-line (the Admiral leading), came before the batteries of Kuropa,

.and under a very slow sail commenced a fire from all their guns,

until the last ship had passed. They repeated their manoeuvre ;.t

two o'clock the following morning, and again in the forenoon of the

same day. These successive cannonades did not anywise damage the

works.
" Some of the leading ships having been pretty frequently struck

Jby our shot, they afterwards kept at a greater distance. Tw<|

Spanish ships went early in that morning to Alge/iras to repair, a*

we imagine.
" All the batteries at Europa were manned by the marine brigade

'(encamped there), with a small proportion
of artillerists. 'The guns

were extremely well laid and pointed ; the whole under the M

4iate command ofJBrigadkr Curtis."

1
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The 1 3th of September, the day on which the memorable

attack was made by the combined forces on the garrison of

Gibraltar, will ever be recorded as reflecting the highest

honour on the military character of Great Britain ; it was

on this glorious day that the marine brigade, under Captain

Curtis, gained immortal honour, and no words can do

justice to the bravery and humanity of their leader.

About eight in the morning, the Spanish battering ships

got under way, shortly after ten, the vessels were all placed at

the stations allotted them in a masterly manner; there now
commenced one of the most formidable cannonades that

perhaps ever was or Will be made, the ten battering ships

carried 212 twenty-six-pounders, and the taking into account

the fire from the Spanish lines, the garrison had to sustain

that of 403 pieces of the heaviest artillery, beside mortars.

The total amount of the combined forces was as follows :

Spanish ships of three decks, - 2

Of the line, - - 28

Frencto ships of three decks, -

Of the line* - - 9

jSpanish ships from fifty to sixty guns, 3

Battering ships,
- - 10

Floating batteries,
- * t

Bomb-ketches, $

Total 63

beside frigates, xebecs, and an immense number of gun and

mortar-boats ; the enemy had also collected near 300 large

boats to' carry troops, and their intention, it is believed,

was, should the battering ships succeed in silencing the.

garrison, to have attempted a landing.

The eyes of all Europe had long been turned on this

famous siege, and the preparations latterly made by the

allied forces, of France and Spain, were of such a magni-

tude, that it was generally supposed victory must at length

crown their persevering efforts; the Princes of the Blood

Royal of France, some of the principal nobility of Spain,

and many distinguished military Officers had joined the
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Dcsleging army, and, together with an immense crowd of

spectators, were anxious witnesses of the attack; the com-
bined powers had formed the most sanguine expeftations
of success from their battering-ships, deemed perfect in de-

sign, completed by dint of* prodigious labour, and un-

limited profusion of expence, and, by common report,

pronounced invincible.

The English batteries opened as the enemy came before

them, and an awful and tremendous fire was kept up on

both sides; the Spartish floating-batteries were supported

by the cannon and mortars in their linos and approaches ;

also by two bomb ketches, which were brought forward,

aad continued to throw shells into the garrison during the

attack.

Red-hot shot were sent with such precision from the

garrison, that in the afternoon the smoke was -een to issue

from the upper part of the Spanish Admiral, and some other

ships ; and men were perceived labouring to extinguish the

fire by the use of fire engines : their efforts were, however,

ineffectual, the fire from the garrison was kept up briskly,

and that of the enemy gradually decreased.

About seven in the evening they fired only from a fe\r

guns, and that only at intervals.

At midnight the Admiral's ship was plainly discovered

beginning to burn, an hour after she was completely in

flames ; eight more of the Spanish ships took fire in suc-

cession. Confusion was now evident among them, and the

numerous rockets thrown up from each ship was a demon-

stration of the greatness of their distress ; their signals were

answered from the fleet, and they immediately sent launches

and boats of different descriptions to take out the men ; the

fire from the Spanish lines, however, did not slacken, and

the ships not completely in flames still sent a few shot at

intervals.

At this critical period Captain Curtis gave proof of his

great skill and judgment i he advanced with the whole

vi. w N
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division of gun-boats (twelve in number), each carrying a

twenty-four or eighteen pounder, and formed them so as

to flank the line of the enemy's battering ships, while they
were annoyed by an excessive heavy and well diredted fire

from the garrison. The fire from the gun- boats was ex-

ceedingly well directed, and kept up with great vigour ; it

effectually prevented the enemy from approaching to the

assistance of their ships.

General Elliot, in his public letter, observes, speaking of

this manoeuvre, that " the enemy's daring attempt by sea

was e(lelually defeated by the constant and well-sup-

'ported fire from the batteries ;
but the well-timed, judicious,

and spirite/1
attack made by Brigadier Curtis, rendered this

success a Complete viftory."

The scene now became entirely changed : the Spaniards

having abandoned the ships, and left the men in them to

the mercy of the English or the flames, the enemy became

objecls only of pity, and as much courage was exerted to

save them as had before been displayed in repelling their

attack; the men were seen amid flames, and on floating pieces

of wreck, imploring the compassion of their enemies, and

this became a very perilous employment, from the firing

of the cannon as the metal became heated. We cannot

paint this scene in stronger language than in the words of

General Elliot :

*< They fled precipitately with all their boats, abandoning ttefr

ships, in which some Officers and numbers of their men, including

many wounded, were left to perish.
" This unavoidably must have been their wretched fate> had they

not been dragged from amidst the flames by the personal intiepidity

f Brigadier Curtis, at the utmost hazard of his own life, a life in-

valuable to his Majesty's service. For some time I felt the utmost

anguLh, seeing his pinnace close to one of the largest ships at the

jnoment she blew up, and spread her wreck to a vast extent round.

The black cloud of smoke being dispersed, I was again revived by the

sight of the pinnace, little apprehending that the Brigadier was in

the utmost danger of sinking, some pieces of timber having fallen into

and pierced the boat (killing the coxswain and wounding others of
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tHe men), scarce any hope left of reaching the shore ; providentially
lie was saved by stopping the hole with the seamen',, jackets until

boats arrived to his relief."

By the same explosion one gun-boat was sunk, and an-

other damaged. Animated by the example of Captain

Curtisi the Britisb Seamen discovered as much ardour in

employing every effort to relieve their enemies, as they had

-done in conquering them; by their generous exertions

thirteen Spanish Officers and 344 men were rescued from the

flames. Thus ended a contest in which it is difficult to decide

whether the intrepidity or humanity of the English deserved

most commendation.

Shortly after this, on the nth of October, the St. Michael,

a Spanish 74 gun ship, was driven under the walls of Gib-

raltar and captured, by the great exertions of Captain

Curtis, her stores were taken out, the ship got afloat and

warped into the Mole by the iyth, notwithstanding the

enemy annoyed them exceedingly by shells when carrying

out anchors, &c. to get her off.

Lord Howe shortly after arrived with a convoy to relieve

the garrison ; it appears by his public letter, that had due

attention been paid to the instructions communicated by

Captain Curtis, the transports might have entered the Bay
.some days earlier than was accomplished ; however it was

at length completely executed, and the fortress relieved iu

the presence of a very superior force, much to the honour

of the British naval character j as the proceedings on

this occasion have fteen detailed in the memoirs of the

Honourable Admiral Barrington *, we shall not dwell on

them. Captain Curtis being charged with the final com-

munications of General Elliot to Lord Howe, embarked on

board the Latona frigate for that purpose. The situation of

the enemy's fleet the next day, however, precluding him

from returning to Gibraltar, he remained on board the

Victory. The Captain of that ship being dispatched with

* See vol. iv. page 191, &c.
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an account of the proceedings of the fleet during the relief

of Gibraltar, and the subsequent partial actions with the

combined squadrons of France and Spain, a vacancy conse-

quently took place, and Captain Curtis was appointed to the

Victory.

Had it been a matter of choice, probably he would have

preferred remaining with his eld friend, Lord Howe, as

Captain of the Victory, to again resuming the command at

Gibraltar. It was not, however, left to option, his Majesty's

Ministers, in consequence of a pressing solicitation from

General Elliot, ordered Captain Curtis to Gibraltar in the.

Thetis frigate.

During his stay in England Captain Curtis had the honour

of knighthood conferred on him, and received very flatter-

ing marks of his Sovereign's approbation j he was appointed

Ambassador to the Emperor of Morocco and the Barbary

States, and took the rank of Commodore. In March 1783,

Sir Roger Curtis arrived at Gibraltar, and resumed his old

command, where he remained active and distinguished until

the end of the siege ;
no event of importance happened

during this period, if we except an attempt at mutiny on

board the St. Michael, which he quelled with great spirit

and presence of mind. On the 3d of October, Sir Roger
went with a flag of truce into the Spanish line, on the report

of peace, he was received with the greatest distinction, and

that desirable event was shortly after announced to the

garrison in form.

In the latter end of 1783, Sir Roger Curtis was succeeded

in the command on the Mediterranean station by Sir John

Lindsay, K. B. and in January 1784, the Brilliant was

paid off,

In the month of May in the same year, we find Sir Roger

Curtis appointed to the Ganges, of 74 guns, then a guard-

ship at Portsmouth, of which ship he retained the command

until December 1787 ;
from that period until the year 1790,

was the only interval pf leisure he enjoyed for many years^
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Few men are more disposed to enjoy the felicities of peace
than the subjeft of these memoirs, or better calculated to

cheer and adorn the social hour; his manners are elegant
and engaging, his understanding highly cultivated, and his

-heart warm and friendly. From the domestic circle, where
he was beloved and respected, Sir Roger Curtis was called by
the appearance of an approaching rupture with Spain.

In May 1 790, Lord Howe hoisted his flag on board the

Queen Charlotte, of which ship Sir Roger was appointed

Captain. Shortly afterward the Hon. JLeveson Gower, who
was Captain of the Fleet, having hoisted his flag, Sir Roger
Curtis was chosen by the Commander in Chief to fill that

important station. The Court of Spain having complied
with the demands of Great Britain relative to the affair in dis-

pute, the armament was discontinued, and the fleet paid off.

In December of the same year, Captain Curtis was appointed
to the Brunswick, of 74 guns, then guardship at Ports-

month ; he continued in her during the Russian armament

in 1791, and until the beginning of the year 1793. During
this interval of peace, the ship he commanded was ever re-

marked as being in high order, and was a school of dis-

cipline ; many young men who were first ushered into the

Service on board that ship, and under the patronage of her

distinguished Cofnmander, have sjnce become ornaments to

their country.
On the commencement of the war now closed, Lord

Kovve honoured his friend by applying for him as Captain

of the Fleet, and Sir Roger Curtis went on board the Queen

Charlotte to assist the Commander in Chief.

In this eminent situation he continued to distinguish him-

self by an unwearied application to the many and important

duties of his station ; and his constant attention to the

discipline of the fleet, undoubtedly contributed much to

the glorious victory afterwards gained ; a vi&ory by which

the name of the departed hero who commanded the British

ti has been immortalizedt
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Upon a promotion of FJag-Officers taking place in April

1794, Sir Roger Curtis was appointed Colonel of the Ply-

mouth Division of Marines.

Shortly after this the memorable battle of the ist of June
was gained by the fleet under Lord Howe's command ; it

would be superfluous to dwell on the advantages the country
derived by the success of that important day, never was the

public mind in a greater state of anxiety, than previous

to this battle; nor was the general enthusiasm ever exalted

to a higher pitch, than on the intelligence of the victory,

We have so fully recounted the events of this glorious day

in the memoirs of Lord Howe*, that we shall not repeat

them here; how great a share the First Captain of a Fleet

has in its conduct and ultimate success is well known ta

our nautical readers, To his unremitting exertions and

skill during the long chase which preceded the afHon, in

very tempestuous weather, much praise is due, and in his

official account of the battle Lord Howe nobly acknowledges
the obligations due to such exalted merit ; speaking of Sir

Roger Curtis, he says,
** It is incumbent on me, nevertheless, now to add, that I am

greatly indebted to hiru for his councils as well, as conduct ia every

branch of my official duties."

On the return of the victorious fleet into port, when his.

Majesty visited the squadron, and honoured the Officers

by personally distributing the marks of royal approbation,

Sir Roger Curtis received a gold chain and medal of the

same description as those presented to the Rear-Admirals, to

which rank his situation as Captain of the Fleet corre-

sponded; on the s?.me occasion his Sovereign further

testified his royal favour by raising him. to the dignity of

a Baronet of Great Britain.

Shortly after this Sir Roger Cuvtis was placed in a situa-

tion peculiarly unpleasant and delicate, as prosecutor in the

Court- Martial held on the Captain of the Cassar. On this,

occasion he displayed great ability and legal knowledge.

See vol. i, Naval dbrooicle.
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On the 4th of July 1794, Sir Roger Curtis was promoted
to the rank of Rear-Admiral ; he continued to serve in the

Channel Fleet, but the enemy kept too closely in port to

give him an opportunity of distinguishing himself as a

leader. On the I4th of\February 1799, he was promoted
to the rank of Vice-Admiral of the Red. In the month of

May 1800, he was appointed to command at the Cape of

Good Hope, where he still continues. The force of the

enemy on the station where Sir Roger now commands, is

too small to enable him to display his acknowledged abilities

in conducting the operations of a fleet, but he shows great

judgment in the stations allotted to his cruisers, as well to

annoy the enemy as to protect our East India fleets. His

laudable attention to oeconomy in every branch of the

public service is no less meritorious; one instance is parti-

cularly deserving of notice.

The Cape of Good Hope had never hitherto been used,

either by the Dutch, or since we have had possession, as a

place to repair at, nor was it supposed that a large ship

could be hove down there; Sir Roger Curtis was not, how-

ever, to be biassed by old customs, or deterred by common

obstacles from what he thought conducive to the good of

his Majesty's service. On the Jupiter, of 50 guns, being in.

want of repair, he determined instead of sending her to the

East Indies, where her repairs would have cost an immense

sum to Government, to make the experiment whether it

was not possible to refit- her at the Cape ; she was accord-'

ingly hove down and put in perfect repair in Simon's Bay :

he thus accomplished an object which, as a precedent, might

have been of considerable importance to the Navy, and

which reflects high credit in his perseverance.

The return of peace will of course suspend the exertions

of Sir Roger Curtis's military talents ; but he is one of

those men to whom the country look with confidence

should any future occasion call our Navy into action, and,

we congratulate ourselves on possessing such a man, who to

a vigorous understanding and great zeal for the scrncc,
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joins that degree of nautical skill and professional expd-

rience, the result of observation during a long life of peril

2nd fatigue, that promises, Whenever he may again be called

to arms, to lead our gallant seamen to victories equally

glorious with those iri which he has borne a part so con-

spicuous and honourable.
- -

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE Lxxiv.

HPHE annexed engraving is by ELLIS, from a design of

that eminent Marine Painter POCOCK ; it represents the

sloop L'Espoirj of only fourteen guns, commanded by

Captain Bland, standing into the Bay of Gibraltar, with a

signal flying at her foretop -gallant-mast-head for boats to

assist in towing in her prize, the Liguria, mounting 42 guns
of different sizes. To the left is a correct view of Gibraltar j

in the offing are seen some vessels standing into the Bay.

That our readers may form a proper idea of this gallant

aftion, we insert the official accounts as they appeared in

the Gazette*

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, SEPT. 22, 1798.

Copy of a letter from the Right Hon. Earl St. Vincent, K. S.ty Evan

Nepean, Esq. dated Vilk de Parity before Cadiz, Aug. 2o, 1 798.

I ENCLOSE the representation of a very gallant and obstinate

action, fought by his Majesty's sloop L'Espoir, of 14 six- pounders,

against a Ligurian pirate of very superior force, which refle&s such

lustre upon his Majesty's arms, that too much cannot be said in praise

of it.

The loss of Mr- Soulsby, the Master, is greatly to be lamented^, as

he was a very promising young man.

MY LORD, His Majesty's Sloop L'Espoir, Gibraltar, Aug. jo.

I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that having under

my charge part of the Oran convoy, on the 7th inst. about five P. M.
I discovered a large ship seemingly steering to cut off the convoy, or

for Malaga, Cape Windmill bearing N. E. by N. four or five leagues.

If she proved an enemy, I saw the preservation of the convoy depended

upon my opposing her ; I therefore hauled out from them, and made-

all sail to meet her.. A little before seven P. M. perceiving her to be a

man of war, and hove to, to receive me, I hoisted our colours, that we

might know each other, being then within musket shot she did not
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think proper to display her's
; but when we came upon her weather-

quarter, hulled, which I answered. He theft ordered me, in a very

imperious manner, and in good English, to *

go to leeward of him,

aud strike, or !* would, sink me," firing.one shot inco us, and instantly

after his whole broadside, which we returned, and continued a very

heavy fire of great guns and small arms on bnth siues till about three-

^u-rters past ten P. M. when we had the satisfaction to hear him call

out for quarter,
*'
begging us not to fire any more ; he was a Ge-

noese." I told .him ajaia we were a British man of war, and ordered

him to lower all his sails, and come on board of tne ; but lie paid no

further attention, and ktpt shooting up to gain a situation to rake us,

We brought our broads'de to bear, and, thinking his force too great

to b. trifled with, gave it to him with its full effect, and he returned

it ; but on our shooting a-head, and tacking to give him the other,

he again critd out,
"
begging us not to fire again, that he was badly

wounded, and would obey my orders immediately ;" and on his lower-

ing his sails, all firing ceased about 1 1 P. M. The vessel is called the

Lig.uria, Don Franc, de Orso, Commander, a Dutch frigate sold to

the Genoese, and mounting i 2 eighteen pounders, 4 twelve-pounders,

IO six pounders, 12 Lng wall-pieces, and four swivels, with IZQ men
on board, of all nations.

It would gire me infinite pleasure if I could close tins without

having to inform your Loidship, hat in the first hour of the action I

lost my master, Mr. Sou'sby ; a loss i felt more severely, for he was

brave with the greatest coolness, and knew his duty well. I had six

men wounded, two badly ; the Liguria had seven killed and fourteen

wounded ; among them the boatswain was killed, and the first Captain

very dangerously wounded.

No panegyric of mine can do justice to either warrant Officers ot

men ; fqr the great disparity between the vessels shows that, had it

not been for their spirited exertions, v/e must have fallen a sacrifice to

these pirates, or whatever else they may be. llie service is much

indebted to the spirited conduct of Captain Brown, of the 28th reg.

who happened to be on board, by his animation inspiring all arouncf

and by his attention to the guns 5 nor would 1 do justice if I did not

beg leave, in the strongest terms, to recommend to your Lordship's

notice Mr. Hemphill, the Purser, who with my leave came up> from

below, where he was stationed ; and by his assiduity in attending the

guns, saved me much, as after the loss of the Master, .my attention

was more particularly required in manoeuvring the helm and sails. I

have the honour to be, &c.

J.OFTUS OTWAY fcl.AXtV

CUI, VI. o
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PHILOSOPHICAL PAPER.

Useful Invention for saving Personsfrom Drowning.

IE understand that on Thursday the ijth O&ober i8oi> a fair

trial was made on the river Thames, off Greenwich Hospital,

in presence of several respectable and scientific gentlemen, of a copper

tube, invented by Lawrence Collin, brazier and tinman, for floating the

heaviest person, though unacquainted with swimming, having his feet

at rest, while the arms m.ight be freely used out of the water. The in-

strument can be fixed by any person on himself in about half a nunnte,

and keeps him upright m the water, so as to have the foil use of his

hands ; and he may either float on his side, back, or belly, with 1m

hands and feet at rest, or take a sitting posture, with his legs at right

angles to his body. The inventor has applied for a patent for this in-

strument, which is called a Collinette, and may be made portable oj

copper, tin, or leather. The weight of the copper ojie> with which

the late successful trial was made, was about five pounds weight ; but

Jf leather can be manufactured so as to resist the fluid a,nd retain atmor

Spheric air, it would be so light, that no person, going an excursion oi>

the water would be without o.ne of them. In cases of shipwreck* many
lives that would otherwise perish would be saved, since a dozen or

twenty of these instruments might facilitate the means of extending

ropes to a lee shore, and thereby save a numerous crew. The following

certificate was given to the ingenious inventor, by the gentlemen befor?

the trial was made.

WE whose names are hereunto subscribed* do certify and declare*

that, at the solicitation of Lawrence Collin, brazier and tinman, w
did this d,ay attend in a boat on the river Thames^ off the Royal Col-

lege, Greenwich, to see a fair trial made of an invention of the said

L,awrenqe Collin for saying persons (though not swimmers) frois

drowning, at the same time allowing them the free use of their arms,

of which the fpllowing is the result.

A copper tube, in the form of a crescent, with which the experi-

ment was made, weighs nearly five pounds, and is, we understand,

Divided into several ceils or compartments lined with block tin, so as t<?

prevent the natural air pent up from escaping, and, in case of injury or

Accident to any one or two of the internal divisions of the machine, it

would still have sufficient power to float bodies.. This bent tube is formed

to fit the body under the arms, and any person may fix it upon himself

with the straps in abont half a miqute. With this instrument Japes

Butters, tbe partner of Collin, a man of f^ve feet ten inches in stature^
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an4 of extraordinary weight, plunged Into the water, and floated in an
erect posture, as well as on his sides, back, and belly, with his hand*
and feet at rest ; and it appeared to us that he could when he pleased
take a sitting posture, with his arms

resting upon his knees, having
his head and shoulders perfectly afloat ; he also rolled himself round,
and turned with great facility in every direction.

Witness oar hands, this 1 5th day of October, 1801.

JOHN HUNTER, {
C* R
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late Governor *

I New South Wales.

JNO. BOURCHIER, Capt. R. N. Greenwich Hospital.
WILLIAM HUNTER, Lieut R. N. Greenwich Hospital.
G. KNIGHT, Clerk of the Works, Green. Hospital.

CHAS. VENNER, (
Ba

!
r

!

Ster

,

at

T

Law>

I Lincoln s-Inn.

JNO. M'ARTHUR, York Place, Portman Square.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IN GURGITE VASTO !

ANECDOTE OF LORD HOWE.

'HEN the late Earl Howe, who was remarkable for his presence

of mind, was Captain of the Magnanime, during a cruise on

the coast of France, a gale of wind obliged him to anchor. It was on a

lee-shore, and the night was dark and tempestuous. After every thing

had been made snug, the ship rode with two anchors a-head, depend-

kig entirely on her ground tackle.

Captain Howe being laid up with the gout, was reading in his cab.

bin, when the Lieutenant of the watch came iu, with a face of woe,

and said, he was sorry to inform him that the anchors came home.

<f They are much in the right of it," coolly replied Captain Howe,
" I don't know who would stay out such a night as this is.'*

ANECDOTE OF ADMIRAL KEPPEL.

WHILE this gentleman commanded the squadron up the Mediter-

ranean, frequent complaints were made to the Ministry by the mer-

chants of the piracies of the Algerines. These complaints were passed

over, till two ships richly laden were taken and carried into Algiers.

This was so flagrant an infraction of treaties, that the Ministry could

no longer be silent. Accordingly, orders were sent to th Admiral to

002
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sail into the harbour of Algiers and demand a restitution of the DCY,
and, in case of refusal, he had an unlimited power to make reprisals.

The Admiral's squadron anchored in the Bay of Algiers, facing the

Dcy's palace. He went on sho^e, attended only by his Captain an4

barge's crew. Proceeding to the palace, he demanded an audience;
and bring condtifted into the Dcy's presence, he laid open his embassy,
and, in his Master's name, desired satisfaction for the injuries done to

the subjects of htR Britannic Majesty. Surprised and enraged at the

boldness of the Admiral's remonstrances, the Dey exclaimed,
" that

he wondered at the English King's insolence, in sending him a foolish

beardless boy." The Admiral replied,
" That if his Master had sup-

posed that wisdom had been measured by the length of the beard, he

would have sent his Deyship a he-goat."

Unused to such language from the sycophants of his own court, this

reply put him beside himself, and, forgetting the laws of nations in>

Ttspeft to ambasnadors, he ordered his mutes to attend with the bow-

string, at the same time telling the Admiral, he should pay for his

audacity with hit life. Unmoved with this menace, the Admiral took

Birrt to a window facing the bay, and shewing him the English fleet

riding at anchor, told him, that if it was his pleasure to put him to

death, there were Englishmen enough in that fleet to make him a glo-

yidus funeral pile. The Dey was wis? enough to take the hint : The
Admiral came off in safety, and ample restitution was made.

E.\iraS of a Letter from a Gentleman belonging to tie Trinity Houfet

London^ to bis Friend in North Shields, giving an Account of a, Shoai

lying near the Dudgeon Light.

DEAR SIR, Trinity House, "June 26, l8ol.

HAVING laid your letter before the Board, respecting a shoal lying
S. W. from the floating light upon the Well, on which some colliers

were said to be a-ground, the Corporation, always attentive to remove

fvery obstruction in our channels and coasts in the way ofour navigations,

immediately ordered a cursory survey to be taken of it ; which, although
not a very accurate one, is sufficiently so to ascertain nearly its situation.

The marks and bearings are as follow : The Dudgeon Light vessel

N. E. about six rm'ks; Blackney church S. | W. ;
Cromar Light S.

fcy E. i E. ; and Holkham church S. W. \ W. The north end i*

nearest the Light, but not the shoalest pajt, The south end has about

three fathoms at a low neap-tide ; but at a low spring not more thafl

fourteen feet ; it is very narrow, and ranges about N. and S. in length,

from seven fathoms water to seven fathoms, about three miles.

Your own experience must convince you, that this shoal lies far

within the common track j but probably they keep nearer the laud'
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now for fear of the enemy, whose privateers are frequently hovering
about the floating light, and thereby fall in amongst these shoals, viz.

The Dausings, the above shoal, Sheeringham, &c. wnich abound on

that coast.

DURING the last cruise of his Majesty's ship Bourdelois, on the coast

of Porto Rico, a Spaniard came on board, begging protection, as he

had that morning murdered his Officer. Captain Manby with indigna-
tion heard his story, and instantly had him tied hand and foot. Capt.

Manby then proceeded to the Bay of Aquadilla, and sent his first

Lieutenant on shore to the Governor with the assassin, and this laconic

epistle :

SIR,

The British colours disdain, to protect a murderer. I send you one,

And hope he will meet the fate he merits. I am, &c.

THOMAS MANBY,
Commander of his Britannic Majesty's ship Bourdelois.

The Governor was so pleased with this a& of British generosity,

that he returned an answer full of admiration of Captain Manby 's con-

du&, and sent him a large supply of fruit and vegetables.

How contrary this to the conduct of the .Spaniards, when they pro-

teclcd the crew of the Hermione frigate !

ANECDOTE.

Two sailors the other day were disputing, on board his Majesty'*

ship Abundance off Woolwich, respecting the wisdom of King Solo-

mon, and after making very original and singular remarks on this

mighty monarch, one of them closed his argument as follows :

Why, Jack, you may talk till the tongue drops out of your wooden

head ; but I'll tell you what perhaps neither you or King Solomon

ever knew ; that is, that d my eyes but the times are so altered,

that if he was now alive, be would not know a jib-Loom from a poop-

tantborn !

MR. EDITOR,

AS the inclosed Comparative Statement of the British Navy may

.afford yonr nautical readers some degree of pleasure, by shewing the

amazing addition it has received, and, in a very material degree, at

the expence of our enemies, if you think it worthy a place in the Naval

Chronicle, it is at your service.

Youri, &c.

BRITANiNICUS.
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A COMPARATIVE VIEW of the NUMBER of SHI^S forming thrf

BRITISH NAVY, at the Commencement of the War with FRANCE
in 1791, and at the Conclusion thereof on the ist of October^

1801, the Day on which the PRELIMINARIES of PEACE were

signed*

78

54

Rite. Guns,
i io to

76
68

64
60

56
50
44
40
38
3
24
32

36

22 and downward* -

Sloops, *

Gun -boats, . -

Fire-ships, ...
JBomb- vessels, . *

Floating batteries,

Brigs, . - . *

Advice- boats, <s

Storcships, >

Cutters, . .

Tenders, - - -

Armed vessels, . - ' *

Armed schooners^ -

Yachts, - - -

Luggers, *

Hospital ships,
-

Prison ships,
*

Receiving ships,
-

Hulks, ...
Total, showing an increase of 378 ships, \

besides various small craft, J

Ships building of different rates, from 1

the highest to sloops, in his Ma- >

jesty's and the merchants' yards, J

Exclusive of three others which are included in the foregoing lirt.

Exclusive of nineteen others, ditto.

Numbe



THOUGHTS QN PAYING OFF THE NAVY.

MR. EDITOR,

IF you consider the following thoughts on the paying off the Navy
worthy a place in the Naval Chronicle, an early insertion will much
oblige

Yours, &c.
16th October, 1801. ^EPTUNE.

Britons never will be slaves.

use the words of one of the bravest and most able seamen this

country eyer knew, '

Almighty Gqd has blessed his Majesty's
arms with vi&ory," and his subjects with peace. But much is still want-

ing on our own parts to render it really a blessing ; we have long prayed
for it, and our prayers have at

length been heard ; but without pre-

caution danger lurks. No age could ever witness a \vaf similar to the

past, it stands unparalleled in every respeft j
nor could any nation upon

earth ever boast such a navy, both as to ships and men. Notwith-

standing eyery art has been used that man could invent by our impla-
cable enemy to rouse the world in opposition to us, and deprivf us of

those supplies
of foreign stores so necessary for the, equipment of ouf

Navy, still not an hour has been lost in constructing and repairing our

$hips, stores have come in defiance pf the world, and to the eternal

honour of the British nation be it ever remembered, our ships were no

sooner ready than they were manned j
sailors increased in number with

he inveteracy of our enemies, whose cruel, unprincipled, and bloody-

ambition stands, like the Navy of England, unrivalled. Our com-

merce likewise, the envy of the world, has flourished and increased to

a degree hitherto unknown, even dqring the most profound peace, in-

etead of suffering that aniu'hilatipn our opponents so chearfutly prc-

difted.

At the conclijsipn pf this memorable war, we find ourselves possessed

pf a Navy cpnsisting
of more than 8 50 ships and other small vessels,

nearly half pf which have been taken from the enemy, and a comple-

ment gf men amounting op a moderate computation to 144,000. It

js therefore a aqbjec} requiring some consideration respecting the mode

of disposing therepf. The ships may readily be provided for; but

when, we turn our thpughts to the immense number and extraordinary

character of those seamen who we are to expeft will in a short time be

set at liberty, and when we refled, that although we have no longer

a foreign, we have innumerable domestic enemies, more dangerous than

{he fprmer, some system must be adopted io order to keep ^hpse brare
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fellows from contamination at home, who have by their unexampled

courage obtained immortal honour abroad.

Suppose we divide the whole body of seamen into three distin&

classes, viz.

ist, Those who are married and have families.

dj Those who before going to sea were brought up to different

mechanical employments, and are not married. And,

3d, Those who have entered into the service for wan^ of employ-
ment, or have no particular vocation.

It is not unreasonable to imagine, that the first class of men will be

desirous to return to their wives and children, after so long an absence

,as many have endured ; nor is it improbable but they may in a short

time be able to find similar emp^y merit to that which they left

on entering or being pressed into the service. I would therefore pro-

pose, that notices be distributed throughout the Navy, specifying, that

such men of this description as might express their wish to return home
should immediately be paid the whole of their arrears, both wages and

prize money, &c. and discharged. As soon as it may be bupposed this

class of men was disposed of, similar notice should be given to the

seamen composing the second class. The third class having no parti^

cular calling, or method of procuring a livelihood, might be retained

to man the guardships and ships on foreign stations. Wpuld it not

likewise be advisable to pay off such of the sloops and other small

"Vessels as it is intended to put out of commission, in preference to the

larger ships. The mischief attending the paying off so many men at

one time and place, must be obvious to every one, and to remedy it I

would beg to propose, that instead of paying the seamen their full

wages, to pay them only a sum sufficient to carry them home (except

such whose families, &c. live on the spot where the ship is to be laid up)j,

and that they be furnished with a certificate or ticket frora the Com-
missioners of the Navy, or clerk of the checqne where the slap arrives*

specifying the sums due to them, which should be paid at their re-

spective residences by th< clerk of the checque (if near a dock yard)*

colleftor of customs, excise, or taxes, but if in London, at the Navy

Pay Office. By this means their families will be greatly benefited, and

the public saved from those dreadful scenes of riot and dissipation which

there is at present evtry reason to apprehend, as the never-failing con.

sequence of a general discharge of seamen *. All sailurs, natives of

Ireland, should be conveyed on board our own ships and paid there,

care being taken to convey them as near as possible to their respectiv*

* We are happy to hear that the Lords of tke Admiralty have it :n ecr-tV

piatxw to adopt jegulaliciss to ibis effect.

3
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residences. In order to prevent forger)' ofthose certificates or tickets,
than which nothing would be more likely to happen, the Commander
of every ship might, on his arrival in port, be ordered to make out and

aign lists, which should be transmitted to the Navy Board, and on re-

ceiving their sanction sent to the respective Officers before mentioned.
Those lists to contain the names of the men who wisli to be paid at

the place as thereby specified ; by this means the Officers would not

pay any more, or other men than are described in the list sent them.
These lists should be made up and sent from the ship at least one
month before it is intended to pay her off. It is, however, far from

doubtful, but what some hundreds would immediately seek employment
in the Merchant and India services, coal trade, and fisheries. It may
now be proper I should offer some reason in support of my propositions.
The first consideration is the immense multitude of men who by too

hasty a discharge will be spread abroad without employment ; the cer-

tain consequence scarcely need be pointed out, at least not to those

who are in the least degree acquainted with the character or disposition

of a sailor ; while he has a shilling to spend he will seek no farther ;

stripped at last of every farthing, his mind hardened by having been so

long inured to blood, no means of replenishing his purse, a prey to

wretches who are ever on the watch laying snares for those hitherto

honest fellows, who are so soon rendered by their arts susceptible to

every species of infamy. If he has a wife and family, his money is al-

ready gone ; perhaps he is friendless. What resource has he left ? He
at last submits to the horrid proposals of his insatiate companions, and,

with little solicitation, at length considers the highway as the readiest

to procure a fresh supply. Robberies and murders, it is well known,

have too often been the unhappy effects attending a redu&ion of our

Navy ; and if at times, when the number of seamen has scarcely a-

mounted to half what it now is, what may we not expect on the libera-

tion of so many thousands as are in present pay.

I have only considered the mischief hitherto in a moral view ; but,

although not perfectly consonant with the nature of your publication,

I shall beg leave to take a cursory glance at it in a political light.

Loud and clamorous as the public cry has been against the war, there

is little doubt, from the various internal broils with which the country

has been agitated, but that it owes its safety to the war, by which we

have become acquainted with the real temper of the people. An up.

right and unshaken perseverance in the proceedings of the Legislature

has protected the country from the fatal effe&s of the most infernal

machinations that ever entered the heads of devils. What devise has

been left untried to irritate the people into open rebellion ? Regicides,

in a comparative view, have become almost as numerous a footpads,

i vi. p p
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Treason in every shape Las reared its fiend head throughout the united

kingdoms ; but all has happily failed hitherto. But notwithstanding
our apparent delivery from the numerous dangers with which we have

been encompassed, one still exists ; the middling and lower classes of

people are not yet relieved from the grasp of the monopolist and

extortioner. Peace will not by its name alone produce much comfort.

As Bellona is accompanied by her honours, so should Peace be attend-

ed by her pleasures. It is a fact I believe tolerably well ascertained,

that the disaffected in this country ground their hopes on the acquisi-

tion they shall obtain on paying off our stamen, relying on their vola-

tile disposition, and the propensity they have shewn to mischief, when
the road has been once pointed out. How far a cause for murmur may
exist I shall not search ; if there is any, I sincerely hope and trust there

is a method to remove it which will ere long be put in execution.

Having now submitted my reasons, moral and political, in support
of my proposition, I trust, Mr. Editor, the expediency of some re-

gulation towards rendering the change which is likely soon to take

place as free from public inconvenience as possible will not be denied ;

and although what I now propose may not be adopted, I still hope ic

may lead to some other, better calculated to answer the purpose for

which I write.

Before I conclude, it is but justice that I should say a few words

in behalf of the Officers, especially those of inferior rank, many of

whom will be worse off than the common men, as they cannot procure

employ so readily. The first business should be to prevent any further

increase of midshipmen, as they do not enjoy half pay, and are already

so excessively numerous that many were unemployed at the conclusion

of the war. As ships will of course be kept constantly in commission

both on home and foreign service, an annual exchange of Officers would

greatly relieve those Gentlemen, and keep a number occupied who
otherwise must remain a burtheji upon their friends, besides losing all

the nautical knowledge they have attained, whereas, by being sent on

board ship in regular routine, they would be ready on the shortest no-

tice for actual service. Another plan might be adopted, which would

be of great utility, and tend materially towards forming able Offi-

cers. The Captains and higher Officers of the Navy have in genera)

realized some property, whic,h, with the assistance of their half-pay,

Is sufficient to maintain them comfortably. I would therefore propose,

that in times of peace all ships in commission should be commanded

by Masters and Commanders, or Gentlemen who have acted as First

Lieutenants
; by this means many young men would be kept in active

service, and an advantage to them, both in respect to emolument and.

practical professional knowledge, exclusive of the national benefit t
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be derived by having so many persons qualified to take commands on

the shortest notice.

In the early part of the year 1763, the Lieutenants of the Royal

Navy made the following proposition to the Lords of the Admiralty,
for the purpose of providing for about 20,000 seamen who were to be

discharged in consequence of the peace which had recently taken place.

That all the King's frigates, armed ships, &c. which could be properly
converted to the purpose, should be employed in the whale fishery at

Greenland and Davis's Straits, to the number of 250 sail, making

125,000 tons of shipping, manned with 17,500 seamen, and 1,500 non-

commissioned Officers. From an estimate formed at the time, of the

gain made by the Dutch in this fishery, it appeared, that after all the

charges, including wear and tear of the ships employed, there would

be an annual profit of 100,000 1. besides establishing a nursery for

seamen.

Although it would afford me infinite satisfaction to be in the smallest

degree instrumental in promoting the desirable end for which I have

written, it will be equally gratifying to see the subject treated on by
some abler pen, as no one can deny the necessity for adopting some

extraordinary regulations in paying off our Navy, different from any

thyig ever yet done.

MR. EDITOR,

F the following hint be thought worthy of insertion, it is much at

your service. It was suggested by reading your account of Captain
Stavorinus* voyage, in the 2d volume of the Naval Chronicle, and

perhaps may be of use to some of your readers who frequent the seas

about the Cape of Good Hope. It is directed by the Dutch Com-

pany's instructions to ships coming from India to the Cape, that if

they are on the larboard tack, with the wind from the southward and

eastward, and it backs round to the north-east, the main-sail is to be

taken in. If lightning appears in the north-west quarter, they are

directed instantly to wear and shorten sail. These directions may

appear trifling to men who are in the habits of having the uncontrolled

command of their ships, but they are the result of experience. When

the wind comes round from E. S. E. to N. E. in these latitudes, a

hard gale may be expected in the N. W. ; and if lightning appears in

that quarter, the wind generally flies round in the whirlwind> and

would be of fatal consequence to a ship taken a-back.

F f a



THE PRINCIPAL NAVAL ACTIONS
THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE NARROW SEAS SINCE

THE CONQUEST.

[Continued from page aiy.J

rjPHE next action that we find on record was not so favourable to

our countrymen. The Earl of Pembroke, with forty ships and

a reinforcement of soldiers, was sent to the relief of Rochelie } but the

King of France being informed of the expedition, engaged a number

of Spanish ships of superior force, and attacking the Earl, who ap-

pears to have had only transports^ completely defeated him with great

loss, and took him prisoner. Father Daniel observes on this battle,

that the Spanish fleet in the service of France was composed of the

aame kind of ships as those destroyed off Sluys in 1340 j that they were

ftiade up of ballisters, and other machines, to throw bars of iron and

great stones to sink the English ships; and that they had some cannon.

During the reign of Henry V. several signal adions took place ; the

Earl of Dorset, who was governor of Harfleur, being closely besieged

by the Constable of France, it was impossible to relieve him without

forcing a passage through the French fleet. The English are said to

have been upwards of 400 sail, and the Duke of Bedford, brother to

Henry V. commanded. The English, after a very severe conflict,

which the French maintained for several hours with great gallantry,

totally defeated them with immense loss, and the Duke entering the port

in triumph, raised the siege of Harfleur.

Shortly after this an aftion took place between an English fleet,

commanded by the Earl of Huntingdon, and some Genoese ships in

the French service, when the Earl attacked and defeated them. The

account of this a&ion is curious, as it describes the mode of boarding
used in those days, which appears to have been from some kind of

stage. The following is the Genoese account ;

Foregose having, by virtue of a treaty made with France, furnished

the French with eight great carracks, as many gallies, and six hun-

dred cross-bow mer., commanded by John Gnmaldi ;
the two fleets

pf England and France, each consisting of above a hundred bail, came

to an engagement in the mouth of the Seine. 1 he Genoese for a long
time sustained the most vigorous attacks of the English ; and the ship

Commanded by Lawrene Foglictta defended herself against the attack

of seven E.tgHsh ships, till she was at length disengaged by the dex-

of a sailor, who cut the cordage which held the stage the Eng-
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lish had thrown on her decks from one of their ships. But notwith-

standing all the efforts the Genoese could make, the French lost the

battle. John de Franquement, the sou of the Mice admiral, was slain,

and * the Bastard of Bourbon, who commanded the fleet, remained a

prisoner to the English, who also took four of the Genoese carracks,

on board of which was a sum of money for the payment of the fleet

and army.
After this we find nothing of consequence until the reign of Henry

VIII. when Sir Edward Howard, in 1512, after having carried some

troops to Spain, on his return landed some men near Brest, and burnt

and laid waste the country. Upon intelligence that the French were

fitting out a considerable force to oppose him, the kvng ordered a rein-

forcement of twenty-five large men of war to be fitted out, and went

himself to Portsmouth to review them. The comm?md of this reinforce-

ment was entrusted to the chief persons about the; king. Sir Thomas

Knevet, who was master of the horse, had the command of the Regent, a

ship of 1000 tons ; and Sir Charles Brandon,who had Sir Henry Guilford

and sixty of the tallest yeomen of the guards to assist him, commanded

the Sovereign, the largest ship next to the Regent. The design of

the admiral was to station this fleet, which now consisted of forty-eight

sail, on the coasts of Bretagne, in order to observe the motions of the

French. They had the fortune to arrive at Brest on the loth of

August, just as the French fleet, consisting of thirty-nine ships of war,

were sailing out of that harbour. The Admiral immediately made

the signal for battle, and a bloody engagement ensued between the

two fleets ; but, at the first onset, the English Regent and the French

Cordelier, the two largest ships of both fleets, being grappled together,

accidentally took fire, and bLw up with all that were on board. Sir

William Monson says, that with Sir Thomas Knevet, who command-

ed the Regent, were lost 700 men, and in the Cordelier, Sir Pierce

Morgan and 900 men. This shocking sight struck such a panic into

the whole French fleet, that they immediately withdrew from ther

battle, and plied into Brest with all possible speed, though, before

they parted, both fleets were considerably damaged. This is the

English account. Foke Daniel says, the French fleet consisted of

only half the number of the English, bup had the advantage of the

wind. Primanget, .an officer of Bretagne, embarked in the Cordelier,

a first rate, which carried 1200 soldiers. Twelve sail of English,

among which was the Admiral, called the Queen ofEngland (the Re-

gent), surrounded him, and he fought with great conduct and valour,

had sunk some of the enemy's ships, and the rest were beginning

to haul off ; he resolved to chace the Admiral, and kept close up with

him, when another English Commander, to whom he had given a
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broadside, let fly a large quantity of fire-works at the Cordelier,

which set fire to her in such a manner, that there were no hopes of ex-

tinguishing it. The Breton Cominander, resolving not to perish alone,

ran along-side the English Admiral, and giappled him, He also took

fire, and they both blew up together ; upon this the two fleets sepa-
arated as it were by consent. [To be continued.

AN ACCOUNT
Of THE

ATTEMPTS MADE BY THE INHABITANTS OF THE RUSSIAN
EMPIRE TO GO ROUND THE NORTH EAST PART OF ASIA.

FROM
all the Russian accounts it appears, that Cape Taimura never

was doubled, that is to say, the whole of the distance between

Archangel and the river Lena has never been completely navigated ;

for we do not find that in going eastward the Russians appear ever

to have penetrated further than the mouth of the Piasida ; and in com-

ing westward from the mouth of the Lena they were stopped, accord-

ing to Gm^lin, to the northward of Piasida, and, according to Mul-

ler, eastward of the Bay of Taimura.

Although there have been assertions made by different authors, that

this Cape has been sailed round, they appear in general to be vague,
and will not stand the test of inquiry. They refer from one to the

ether, and cite the Philosophical Transactions as authority. It seems

to test on a narration printed in the transactions for December 1674 j

and this by no means proves the faft. The north-east extremity of Asia

is asserted to have been sailed round by Simon Deshnef, a chief of the

Cossacs, in 1648. Pie sailed from the river Kovyma in June, and af-

ter doubling Cape Tschukotskoi Noss, is said to have been wrecked

near the mouth of the Anadyr. The particulars of the voyage are

not given, but it seems to be worthy of credit from the minute de-

scription given of the inhabitants. The sea appears to have been to-

lerably clear of ice, which is not always the case, as Deshnef observes.

A Russian named ShalaurofF, in 1761, sailed from the Lena, and after

experiencing many difficulties, wintered in the Kovyma. On the fol-

lowing year, after pushing
toShektskoi Noss, he returned and wintered"

at his old residence, near the mouth of the Kovyma. He again at-

tempted to proceed eastward in the Summer of 1763, but was obliged

to renounce his project by the mutiny of his crew, and returned to the

Lena. Shalauroff persevered in his attempt, and sailed again in 1764.

It is doubtful whether he succeeded in his attempt j it appears that hi*
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whether he sailed round the north-east extremity of Asia, or went by
land over the isthmus, after the loss of his vessels. We know that

when the celebrated Captain Cook attempted to pass from the Southern

Ocean, in the year 1778, he was stopped by an impenetrable barrier

of ice, in lat. 70, 44. Captain Clerk in the following year attempted
the passage from the Beering Straits into the Atlantic, and met with
the same obstructions. It appears, then, that the passage, if to be

found, is higher.

Allowing, therefore, that a passage should be found further north,
in the open sea supposed to be there by Mr. Barrington, it by no
means follows that a voyage to the north-east would be ultimately suc-

cessful, as, when Deshnef passed, it is probable the wind was offshore,

,and had driven the field of ice to sea. His observation, that the pas-

sage is not always so clear as when he passed, and the obstructions met

with by Captains Cook and Clerk, prove the existence of a great

body of ice near the coast ; and allowing that there is an open sea in a

high northern latitude, the wind necessary to come into the Straits of

Beering from the northward would drive the ice near the Straits, and

infallibly block up the passage *. It is further remarkable, that in

the years 177.8 and 1779, when Captains Clerk and Cook attempted
the passage, the wind was generally from the west and south-west,

which should have driven the ice off shore.

The foregoing remarks were chiefly extracted from Cox's Russian

Discoveries, a work of deserved celebrity ; but, since the publicatioa

of that account, an expedition was undertaken by order of the Empress
Catharine the Second, for the express purpose of exploring the country

of the TSHUTSKI, and more exactly determining the geography of

the ICY SEA. After a series of unexampled labour and perseverance

for nine years, the gentlemen employed in this arduous undertaking
have returned, and the result of their researches will be shortly laid

before the public. The following information is what \ve have beea

^>le to obtain relative to the navigation of those seas subsequent to the

last publication on that subject. It has been established beyond a doubt,

that Deshnef certainly succeeded in his last attempt to double the north-

eastern part of Asia, and that he arrived on the north coast of the gulf

of Anadir. An old pilot, who was known to the gentleman from whom

we had the intelligence, remembers seeing the wreck of the vessel on

that coast. Deshnef, and the whole of the crew that survived, weie,

however, cut off by the Tshutski. The persevering Sbalauroff pro-

bably experienced the same fate; he certainly got round the land, to

* Vide Captain Marshall's remark in the following pige*.
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the bay of Anadir ; but there are various accounts of his subsequent

fate ; one report states, that the crew of a boat were found frozen to

death on the coast ; but it is rather supposed they were murdered by
Tshutski, among whom they attempted to winter. It appears, then,

that this part of Asia has been sailed round, but with very little tempta-
tion to any future navigators to follow the track of the adventurous

Russians ; nor does it appear that any useful purpose could be answered

by the voyage, as it can only be occasionally made, when the ice is

driven from the coast, and the passage attempted by small craft. The

party who explored the country of the Tshutski did not go round the

promontory by sea ; they crossed the isthmus. One of the gentlemen,

however, is of opinion, that the whole space between Archanger and

Anadir might be navigated, taking favourable opportunities ; he would,

however, prefer for that purpose the boats coveied with skin used by
the Russians; they are capable of containing twelve men, make very

good weather even in hard gales, and are so light that four men may

carry one of them ; they can therefore easily be dragged over fields of

ice. Cape Taimura, the northern promontory of Asia, which at the

period Cox's Russian discoveries were published had never been doubled,

has, since that time, been frequently sailed round.

The Russian hunters, who go from the country of the Tshutski to

several islands lying to the northward, have discovered a land still fur-

ther north, which has given rise to many conjectures. This land is

sketched in Arrowsmith's accurate map of Asia lately published, and

was at one time supposed to be inhabited, from the circumstance of a

copper kettle and some cleft wood having been found on the shore ; but

this has since been accounted for as follows : Several hunters who had

passed over from Asia, were prevented from returning in their boat by
the ice ; but a sudden alteration of wind or current having opened the

passage between them and the third island, they eagerly seized the op-

portunity, launched their boat, and in the hurry left the articles which

have given rise to so much conjeftnre behind them. This country
abounds in rein deer, is mountainous, and probably extends far to the

northward. Some hunters once ascended the hilis about two or three

miles from the shore, saw a country reaching as far northward as the

eye could carry, but no appearance of woods. This is the more ex-

traordinary, as there is much wood found in the entrance of the two

river*, and it is bruised and splintered as if it had come down falls or

rapids. These are the principal fafts we have been able to collect.

As the work itself, which is highly interesting, will shortly appear
we forbear saying any thing further on the subject.
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ACCOUNT OF SHIPS
THAT HAVE REACHED

HIGH NORTHERN LATITUDES.

S frequent mention has lately been made that Monsieur
L

ganville, the celebrated circumnavigator, is about
publishing a

treatise on the practicability of reaching the North Pole, the follow-

ing extracts from a paper on that subject may not be unacceptable to
'our readers.

In the year 1773, his Majesty's ships Carcass and Racehorse w.-re

fitted out for the purpose of making discoveries in the northern

hemisphere ; they were commanded by the late Lord Mulgrave, then

Captain Phipps, and that able Officer Captain S. Lutwidge, who at

present commands in the Downs. After proceeding to the north-

ward, the ships fell in with the ice in about So. north, and when they
readied 80. degrees and a half, were frozen up, and every endea-

vour to reach a higher latitude rendered ineffectual by a firn and

impenetrable barrier of ice. After remaining some time locked in

the ice, it was proposed to abandon the ships, and the people were

actually employed in dragging the boats over the ice, when it provi-

dentially opened, and the ships effected a passage home.

The Hon. Daines Barrington, a Fellow of the Royal Society, who
was the original proposer of the voyage, conceiving his judgment in

some measure impeached by the ill success of the enterprize, collected

documents to support his opinion, and in the year 1774, the Memoir

from' which the following extracts were made, was published ; it is

entitled,
" Instances of Navigators who have reached High Northern

Latitu^s." Read at a meeting of the Royal Society, May 17, 1774.

After some general observations, Mr. Barrington remarks, that the

ttiasters of ships, who are employed in the Greenland trade, having

no other object in view than the catching of whales, as long as they

can procure them in more southern latitudes, certainly will not go to

a greater distance from the port to which they are to return ; they,

therefore, seldom proceed much beyond lat. 80. N. unless driven by a

strong southerly wind, or other accidents.

He further observes, that the masters of the Greenland ships not

being in general communicative, and attaching little importance to

geographical discoveries, it often happens that the result of their

voyages remains unknown.

Having thus endeavoured to show that instances of ship's reach-

ing high northern latitudes must necessaiily be rare, I shall now lay

0l, VI,
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before the Society such as I have been able to hear of since the voy-

age towards the North Pole was undertaken last summer. Andrew

Leekie, an intelligent seaman on board the Albion (then stationed at

Plymputh), informed some of the Officers, that he had been as far

north as 84^. ; when further questioned on this head, he said, he was

on board the Reading* Captain Thomas Robinson, in 1766, and was

informed by Captain Robinson that the ship had reached the above

mentioned latitude. Having heard this account I found out Captain

Robinson, who remembered having had that conversation with

Leekie, but said he was mistaken in supposing they had reached

845-. as they were only in Saf-.

"
Captain Robinson said, that he had at this time computed his

latitude by the run back to Hackluyt's Headland in twenty-four

hours ; from which, and other circumstances mentioned in my pre-

sence before two Sea Oificers, they told me afterwards, that they had

little or no doubt of the accuracy of his reckoning. Mr. Robinson

likewise remembers that the sea was then open, so that he hath no

doubt of being able to reach 83. but how much further will not pre-

tend to say. This same Captain was, on the I5th of June, 1773, in

lat. 8r. 1 6. N. by a very accurate observation with an approved

Hadley's quadrant, that he made the proper allowances for refraction ;

at this time seeing some whales.spout to the northward, he pursued
them for five hours, so that he must have reached 8 if. when the sea

was open to the westward and E. N. E. as far as he could distinguish

from the mask-head, his longitude was then 8 degrees E. from

London. I could add some other, perhaps interesting particulars,

which I have received from Captain Robinson, with regard to the

polar seas and Spitzbergen ; I will only mention, that he thinks he

could spend a winter not uncomfortably in the most northern parts we

are acquainted with *, as there are three or four small settlements of

Russians in that country for the sake of the skins of quadrupeds,

which are then more valuable than if the animal is taken in summer.
" The neit instance I shall mention, is that of Captain Cheyne,

who gave answers to certain queries drawn up by Mr. Dalrymple,

F. R. S. in relation to the polar seas, and which were communicated

last year to the Society. Captain Cheyne states, in this paper, that

he hath been as far as lat. 8z. N- but does not specify whether by
observation or his reckoning, though from many other answers to the

* See the narrative of eight sailors who wintered in Greenland, A. D. 1630.

"and who all returned to England in health the ensuing summer. Churchill's

Voyage, vol. iv. p. 8 it. they did not see the sun from the i^th of October till

the 3d of February, by the last of January, however, they had day-light of eight

hours, the/ wintered in latitude 77. 4. N.
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interrogatories proposed, it should seem that he speaks of the latitude

by observation.

" Whilst the ships destined for the North Pule were preparing, a

trpst ingenious and able Sea Officer, Lieutenant John Cartwright,told

use, that twelve years ago he had been informed of a very remarkable

voyage made by Captain M'Cullum, as far nearly as latitude 84. N.

This account Mr, CartWright had received from a brother Officer,

Mr. James Watt, now a Master and Commander in the Royal Navy,
who was on board M'Cullum's ship." Captain Watt was then on the

coast of Africa, but on his return was introduced to Mr. Barrington,

who gives the following account of his information :

"In the year 1751, Mr. Watt, then not quite seventeen years of

age, went on board the Campletown, of Campletown, Captain

M'Cullum, which ship was employed in the Greenland fishery. It

jscems that during the time the whales are supposed to copulate, the

crews of the Greenland vessels commonly amuse themselves on shore ;

Captain M'Cullum, however (who was an able and scientific seaman),

thought that a voyage to the North Pole would be more interesting,

and that the season being a fine one, he had a chance of penetrating

far to the northward, and returning before the latter fishery took place.

He accordingly proceeded without the least obstruction to 83! . when

the sea was not only open to the northward, but they had not seen a

speck of ice for the last three degrees, and the weather at the same

time was temperate ; in short Mr. Watt hath never experienced a

more pleasant navigation.

".It need be scarcely observed, that the latitude of 83*-. was deter-

mined by observation, as the great objedt of the voyage was to reach

the Pole, the Captain, therefore, the Mate, and young Mr. Watt,

determined the latitude from time to time, both by Davis's and

Hadley's quadrant ; to this I may add, that their departure and

return were from and to Hackluyt's Headland. When they were

advancing into these high northern latitudes, the mate complained

that the compass was. unsteady, on which Captain M'Culhnn desisted

from his attempt, though with reluclance, knowing that if any acci.

dent happened, he should be blamed by his owners, who would be

reminded certainly by the Mate of the protests he had made against

the ship's proceeding farther northward ; sevtral of the crew, however,

were for prosecuting their discoveries ;
Mr. Watt particularly remem-

bers the chagrin which was expressed by a very intelligent seaman

whose name was John Kelly. Captain M'Cullum also, after his

return from that voyage, hath frequently said, in presence of Mr.

Watt and others, that if the Mate had not been faiut-he.arted, the ship

ssibly have reached the



296 ACCOVKT OF SHiPS THAT HAVE REACHED

Both Captain M'Cullum and the Mate are now dead, and it I*

rather doubtful whether the ship's journal can be procured. It

remains, therefore, to be considered what may be objeded to the

credibility of this vtry interesting account.

Mr. Barrington eiuers into a long defence of Captain Watt's nar-

rative, and then goes on to state an account he received from Dr-

Campbell, the continuator and revisor of Harris's Voyages. The
Doclor was informed by a Mr. Dallie, who was a native of Holland,

that he had been as far as lac. 88. N. in a Dutch ship of war, which

was sent to proted the Greenland trade, but no journal is produced
in support of the assertion, which depends intirely on the Doctor's

memory. Mr. Barrington, however, seems to lay considerable stress

on it ; in the latter part of his memoir he says,
^ It should seem upon

the whole of the inquiries on this point, that it is very uncertain

when ships may proceed far to the northward of Spitzbergen, and,

that it depends not only upon the season, but other accidents, when
the pclar seas may be so free from ice as to permit attempts to make

discoveries."

In the month of December 1774, Mr. Barrington read a memoir,
and gave additional proofs of ships having reached high latitudes; as

the memoir is long, we shall content ourselves with extracting the

principal fs&s, on which he founds his opinion with entering into the

Argument,
*' When the Royal Society was first instituted, it was usual to,

send queries to any traveller who happened tp reside in England, after

having been in parts of the world not usually frequented. In the

year 1662-3, Mr. Oldenburg, then secretary, was ordered to register

a paper intitled, *' Several Inquiries concerning Greenland, answered

by Mr. Grey, who had visited those parts." The nineteenth of these

queries, is the following,
" Hew near hath any one been known ta

approach the Pole ?"

Answer. " I once met upon the Greenland coast with a Hol-

lander that swore he had been but half a degree from the Pole, shew-

ing me his journal, which was also attested by his mate, where they

had seen no ice or land but all water, after which Mr. Oldenburg adds,

as from himself,
' This is incredible.'

'

Mr. Bariington defends the Dutchman, and, among other observa-

tions, says,
" It is very easy, however, to account why such attempts

should rather be made by the Dutch than the English in the infancy

of the Greenland fishery."

The southern parts of this country were discovered by Sir Hugh
Willoughby, A. D. 1553 ; after which for nearly fifty years no

English ships were sent on that coast. In the beginning of the lai$
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century, however, a competition arose between the Dutch and

English with regard to the whale fishery, and the English drove the
Dutch from most of the harbours, under the right of lirst discoverers,
in which they were supported by royal instruaions, so that the Dutch
were obliged to seek for new stations, In the course of a very long
dissertation the following quotation is given from Wood's voyage ;

*'
Captain Goulden, who had made above thirty voyages to Green-

landj did relate to his Majesty, that being at Greenland some twenty
years before, he was in company with two Hollanders to the east-

ward of Edges Island, and the whales not appealing on the shore, the

two Hollanders were determined to go further northward, and in 3

fortnight's time returned, and gave out that they had sailed into the*

Jat. of 89. and that they did not meet with any ice, but a free and

open sea ; and that there ran a very hollow grown sea, like that of

the Bay of Biscay." Mr. Goulden being not satisfied with the bare

relation, they produced him four journals out of the two ships, which

testified the same, and they all agreed within a few minutes, Mr.

Barringtoa is very severe upon Wood, who, after failing in an at-

tempt to discover a north-tast passage, endeavoured to discredit the

relation of all former voyagers.

Wood attempted to sail in a north-east direction between Spitz-

bergen and Nova Zembla, but was obstructed by the ice, so that he

could not proceed further than the westward of Nova Zembla ii

lat. 76. N. thinking it therefore prudent to return, he treats a*

fabulous, not only the ideas of that most persevering seaman William

Barentz, but likewise all other accounts of ships having reached high

northern latitudes, Mr. Barrington observes, that almost every

voyage to seas in which floating ice is commonly to be found, provts

the great difference between the quantities as well as size of these

impediments to navigation, though in the same latitude and time of

year.

Davis in his two first voyages to discover the north-west passage,

could not penetrate beyond 66. ; but in his third voyage he reached

72. 12. In the year 1614, Baffin proceeded to 81. and thought he

saw land as far as 82. to the north-east of Spitzbergen, which i*

marked in one of Purchas's maps. During this voyage he met near

Cherry Island, situated only in lat. 74. N. two banks of ice, the one

forty leagues in extent, the other 1 20 ; which latter would extend

to twenty-five degrees of long, in lat. 76. N.

Mention is also made of a passage in Buffon's Natural History, who

remarks that he had been informed by persons of credit, tha,t an

English Captain of the name of Monson, had reachetf within tw?

degrees of the Pole.
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On the idea of a
perpetual barrier of ice being in lat. 80. Mr,

Barrington remarks, that every instance of exceeding 80. as much

proves that there is no perpetual barrier of ice, as if the ship had

sailed to the Pole. And adds, that four experienced Greenland

masters have assured him, that they can see what is called the blink

of the ice for a degree before them ; they can never be off Hackluyt's

Headland, which is situated in 79. 50. N. without observing the

effect of ice upon the sky, if there was a perpetual barrier at 8of .

which is not more than half a degree from them when in that situation.

Now Hackluyt's Headland is what they so perpetually take their

departures from, that it hath obtained the name of THE HEADLAND

fay way of pre-eminence.

After some further observations, Mr. Barrington proceeds to state

what further communications he had received in confirmation of hi&

pinion, from which we seleft the following :

Mr. George Ware, now living at Erith in Kent, served as chief

mate in the year 1754, on board the Sea Nymph, Captain V/iison*

when in the latter erid of June they sailed through floating ice from,

74. to 8 1. but having then proceeded beyond the ice, they pursued
the whales to 82. 15. which latitude was determined . by Mr. Ware's,

own observation.

As the sea was now perfectly clear, as far as he could distinguish

with his best glasses, both Mr. Ware and Captain Wilson had a strong

inclination to push to the Pole ; but the common sailors hearing of

such their intention, remonstrated, that if they should be able to pro-

ceed so far, the ship would fall into pieces, as the Pole would draw

all the iron work out of her. On this Captain Wilson and Mr. Ware,

desisted, as the crew had these very singular apprehensions, especially

as they saw no whales in sight* to the northward, which could alone

justify the attempt to their owners j it need scarcely be observed,

that the notion which prevailed among the crew shows that the,

eomm&n seamen on board the Greenland ships conceive that the sea

is open to the Pole, otherwise they would have objected on account

of the ice being supposed to increase.

In the same year and month, Mr. John Adams (who is now master

of a flourishing academy at Wakham, in Essex), was on board the

Unicorn, Captain Guy, when they anchored in Magclalena, Bay, oa

the western coast of Spitsbergen, lat. 79. 53. They continued in,

this Bay three or four days, and then stood to the southward, when

* This circumstance of not seeing any whales in that direction, accounts fof

Captain Gu.y's desisting in the following instance from sailing to the north.*.

ward, as in many others, which I shall have occasion to state.
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the' wind freshening from that quarter, but the weather foggy, they

proceeded with an easy sail four days to the northward, expe&ijig to

meet with fields of ice, to which they might make fast; but they did

not encounter- so much as a single piece that floated. On the fifth

day the wind veered to the westward, the weather cleared up, and

Mr. Adams had a good observation (the sun above the Pule), by
which he found himself three degrees to the northward of Hackluyt's

Headland, or in lat. 83.

Captain Guy now declared he had never been so far to the north-

ward before, and went up to the main-top-mast head, accompanied

by the chief mate, Mr. Adams, and the second mate went up to

the fore-top-mast head, from whence they saw a sea as free from ice?

as any part of the Atlantic Ocean, and it was the joint opinion of all

on board that they might have reached the North Pole.

The ship then stood to the southward, and twelve hours afterward

Mr. Adams had a second observation (the sun beneath the Pole),

when their lat. was 82. 3. In both these observations Mr. Adams
made an allowance of 5'.

for the refraction, which he says was his

Captain's rule, who was now on his fifty-ninth or sixtieth voyage to

the Greenland seas.

In the year 1756, Mr. James Boyd, now a merchant in Prescotu-

street, Goodman's Fields, but then master of the Providence, fallowed

the whales during the month of June till he came to lat. 83. by

observation. Another Greenland master informed me that he well

remembers the ice packed to the westward, but the sea was open to

the northward that summer.

Mr. Jonathan Wheatley, now master of a Greenland ship, was in

1766, off Hackluyt's Headland, whence not meeting with success,

he sailed north-west to 8 if. in which lat. he could see no ice in any

direftion whatsoever from the mast-head, though there was a very

heavy sea from che north east. Mr. Wheatley informs me, that

whilst he was off the coast of Greenland, three Dutch Captairrs told

him, that a ship of their nation had been in 89. and they all supposed

the sea might be as free from ice as where they were fishing.
^

i In 1769, Mr. John, then master of a Greenland ship called the

Rising Sun, was in lat. 82. and ico leagues to the westward of

Hackluyt's Headland, the circumstances by which he supposed him-

self to be in this situation were stated to me in presence of a very

able Sea Officer, who told me he was perfeftly
satisfied with the

accuracy of his account.

Captain John Clerk, of the Sea Horse, at the latter end of June

1773, sailed from the Headland N. N. E. to 8 if. which he egmputed

3
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by his run from the Headland in eighteen hours, having lost sight of

it, at this time there was an open sea to the northward, and such a

Swell from the N. that the ship would not stay, being under double

reefed topsails *. During this run from the Headland Captain Clerk

fell in with Captain Robinson in 81. 20. whom I mentioned in my
former paper as having reached 8 if. in the same year by a very ac-

curate observation. This same Captain Robinson, on the 2oth of

June last '

1774), passed by Hackluyt's Headland, lying off and ori

for several days, during which he was sometimes a degree to the

northward of it, and till the 2Oth of July following, there was no

obstrufUon from the ice to his proceeding further northward, to which

however, he had no inducement, as he caught two large whales in this

latitude. Captain Reid, of the Rockingham, also in July last pur-

sued some whales fifteen leagues to the northward of the Headland,

and confirms Captain Robinson's account, by saying, he could see no

ice from his mast-head. Mr. Reid likewise informed me, that about

fifteen years ago a Dutch Captain (whose name was Hans Derrick)*

told him whilst they were together in the Greenland seas, that he had

been in latitude 86. when there were only small pieces of floating ice

to be seen. Hans Derrick, moreover, added, that there were then

five other ships in company, which took one with another eighteen
small whales. Mr. Barrington then recapitulates the authorities he

lias produced, and adds, In Harris's Voyages, in the following pas-

sage, by the Dutch journals, they get into 88. 56. N. and the sea

open. I have within these few days asked Dr. Campbell, the very-

able compiler of these voyages, upon what authority he inserted this

account ? who informs me, that he received it from Holland about

thirty years ago, as being an extraft from the journals produced to

the States General in 1665, on the application for a discovery of the

north-east passage to Japan. Another instance is that of Captain

Bateson, who sailed in 1773 from Liverpool, in a ship called the

Whale, on the Greenland fishery, and who on June 14, 1773*

reached lat. 82. 15. computed by his run back to Hackluyt's Head-

land.

As this happened so recently, Captain Bateson, as well as many of

the other masters whose accounts I have mentioned, hath his journal

to produce if it should be required. This seems to be the strongest

confirmation of both Captain Robinson and Captain Clerk's having

been in this same year and month in 8 1 1. as also of their having met

each other in 8 1. 26. [To le continued.

* Yet this is the year in which the Racehorse and CarcSss were frozen up

during part of July and August in lat. 8a. and a half.
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The following Regulations, Introduced by Mr. DUNDAS for the benefit of that

most useful and deserving class of men (the SAILORS), are of such importance,
that the knowledge of them cannot be too generally diffused ; we therefore

insert them at the desire of a Correspondent.

MR. EDITOR,

THE
merit of Statesmen is commonly estimated by the share

they take in great political measures, and by the degree in which

their talents in debate and experience in council appear to promote the

general cause they are engaged in.

Judging of Mr. Dundas's character by the above criterion, I

believe, there are few ministers who deserve to stand higher in the

public opinion than the late Treasurer of his Majesty's Navy. But
as in high situations there are many labours, eminently useful in them-

selves, which do not always meet the public eye ; so there is a part of

Mr. Dundas's merit with which the country at large is but little ac-

quainted. The services he has rendered the nation in his Naval

Department, when properly explained and understood, cannot fail to

procure him a great increase of national respect and gratitude.

Though his measures in that branch of his administration are not of

a nature so brilliant as his great and unequalled plans for the interior

defence of the kingdom; and though they cannot be compared, in

point of extent and consequence, with the protection and security

which, through his means, have been afforded to the lives and pro-

perty of the innocent and helpless inhabitants of our Eastern empire ;

yet, as they have contributed to the happiness of many thousands of

meritorious individuals, whom the country has at all times considered

as its chief honour and support, they are of sufficient magnitude to

endear him to the mind of every loyal Briton.

Having myself witnessed the good effefts produced by the Regu-
lations and Bills which Mr. Dundas carried through Parliament during
the period of his holding this office, I shall endeavour, in justice to

him, to give a sketch of their nature and operation, though I fear it

,may not be in my power to make the subject so interesting as it ought
to be to the public in general.

From the year 1758 (31 Geo. II.), wnen Mr. Grenville so ably

filled the office, down to Mr. Dundas's time, scarcely any parliamen-

tary regulation appears to have been applied to disbursements on ac-

count of the Navy ; and these increasing with the expence of our

marine, to an amount beyond all former example, had opened a wide

door to imposition on our seamen.

Incapable, as sailors are, of taking care of their property, beyond

tvery other description of men, they were, in numberless instances,

32J0I. VI. R R
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either by forgen'es committed upon them, or from their own credulity,

defrauded of thtir wages and deprived of rewards due to them for a

long and laborious service. This evil had risen to its greatest height

towards the close of the last war, and was practised by the lowest

orders of the community, who, watching the necessities, and en-

couraging the vices and follies of the inexperienced sailor, supplied

him with small sums of money, and in the hour of intoxication in-

duced him to grant instruments, which in one moment robbed him

of all he had acquired as well as of that which he might afterwards be

entitled to receive as a recompence for his toils and gallantry in the

service. In other instances, less scrupulous as to the means, the

same unprincipled set of men (always selecting for the objefts of their

spoil such names as appeared to have the largest sums due to them)

forged at once the authorities under which they pretended to aft,

and with great facility deprived of a just inheritance the widows and

orphan children of those who had unhappily lost their lives in their

country's cause.

The remedy to these evils was first applied in the year 1786 by an

aft of 26 Geo. III. chap. 63. introduced by Mr. Dundas, the regu-
lations of which are as simple as they have been found to be effectual.

By this aft, modes are prescribed for executing all wills, and instru-

ments of delegated authority ; which, by rrraking the superior officers

of our ships (and other persons above the reach of corruption) neces-

sary witnesses to all such deeds, have struck at the root of forgery.

Every sort of guard is provided by it (as far as human nature in the

charafterofa British seaman can be guarded), to projeft the thought-
less and ignorant ; or at k-ast to insure that the aft of the sailor, thus

legalised, was not done under the influenpe of fear, false pretences, or

intoxication.

Mr. Dundas's attention was in the next place direfted to the pro-
teftion of that property which devolved upon widows and other

representatives of seamen dying in the service, and leaving arrears of

wages due to them. This portion of the sailor's reward seldom

reached the door of his disconsolate widow and helpless children.

The same class of people who had heretofore defrauded him, being no

longer able, from the operations of the above mentioned aft, to

interfere with his property while he continued in the service, now

turned their designs upon intercepting that part of it, which he should

leave behind him in the event of his death. This was principally

effefted by the means of wills made in their own favour, and which,

under false pretences, they easily procured from the unsuspicious

ailor ; and I have reason to believe, that not less than one half of the

arrears due at the end of the last war, was obtained by such impost-
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tions, or by intire forgeries of wills, which were not at that time

directed to be attested and executed under sufficient regulations. It

is true, indeed, that many of those sharpers forfeited their lives for

their crimes ; but many more, and particularly the most artful of

them, escaped even without a prosecution.

These infamous practices were completely abolished by the aft of

32 Geo. III. chap. 34. which Mr. Dundas framed with great in-

genuity and promptitude. And in a letter, dated the first of August

1792, he caused a general abstract of the several acts respecting the

payment of seamen's wages to be forwarded to the respeftive ministers

of every parish in Great Britain, and explained the general purport

of the regulations contained in the last ; pointing out in a particular

manner, that the representatives of seamen had only to address to the

Treasurer of the Navy a plain letter stating the grounds of their

pretensions ; that, upon their being found to be just, the necessary

papers should immediately be sent to them from his office to be

executed ; and that the money should afterwards be paid to them by
the revenue officer living nearest to the place of their residence.

By the above and another aft, 32 Geo. III. chap. 33 and 34,

which Mr. Dundas introduced, all these protections and privileges,

which had hitherto been enjoyed exclusively by the seamen, were ex-

tended to our marines, a most useful and meritorious part of the Navy ;

and, in the same session, the benefits arising from them'.were also

extended to persons residing in Ireland. See 32 Geo. III. chap. 67.

But, notwithstanding so much had been done for the seaman, and

every assistance had been extended to his widow and other repre-

sentatives, something still was wanting, while his wife and family

remained in poverty and distress during his absence. No effttlu; 1

scheme had hitherto been proposed, none even thought of, to grant
them assistance ; and it was reserved for Mr. Dundas to establish a

system of remittance and supply, so extensive as to convey relief into

eveiy corner of the kingdom to the scattered families of our brave

defenders. Provisions were made by an aft of parliament, which he

procured to be passed in 1795 (35 Geo. III. chap. 28.), for a regular

monthly supply to be paid to the wife and each child, or to the aged

parent of every seaman, who was willing, upon a representation being
made to him, to allow a portion of his pay to be appropriated to the

support and comfort of his family dui ing his absence.

The advantages of this aft were, by another of a similar nature

(35 Geo. III. chap. 95.), extended to non commissioned Officers and

their families. And the Government of Ireland afterwards applied

for the provisions of both to be extended to that country, m order to

enable their seamen to receive their united benefits. The numerous
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list of persons, who have already been relieved by this benevolent

regulation, is a convincing proof of its national importance ; no less a

number than 29,937 families of seamen, in different parts of the

United Kingdom, being now supported by the voluntary application

of that portion of their wages which sailors were formerly induced to

squander, in a most unprofitable manner, either at sea- port towns, or

in London during their attendance at the Navy Pay Office. Every
town in Great Britain and Ireland can bear witness to the happy effects

resulting from this measure. The poor woman, who at first applied

in poverty and rags for the payment of this kind allowance from her

husband, now appears, when she comes to receive her monthly sub-

sistence, clothed with every mark of comfort. And she is not only

benefited, but her parish also feels its influence, as she no longer re-

mains a burden upon it. The honest sailor too, when his toils are

over, so far from continuing to throw away his money at the place

where his ship is paid off, now fetls a secret pride and pleasure in

returning to his family, whom he has made independent and com-*

fortable by his own bounty.

The higher classes of the service, as well as the lower, have felt

the good effe&s of Mr. Dundas's measures. In the session of 1795
he obtained an aft, (35 Geo. III. chap. 94.) by which Naval Officers,

who may not be in affluent circumstances, are enabled to accept com-

mands, or to undertake other services, without pecuniary embarrass-

ment. For this purpose the arrears which may be due to an Officer

from his half-pay, and three months of his full pay, are paid him in

advance, as soon as his appointment takes place. A fund is also

provided for those who may wish to receive a part of their pay whilst

tmployed upon foreign service ; and the principle of remittance is

extended to everyone who shall be deshous to avail himself of its

advantages.

In whatever part of the world an Officer on service happens to be,

he may now at the expiration of three months draw bills of exchange
for his present support, or for that of his family at home ; and instead

of applying to his agent for advances, ruinous from the accumulation

of interest, agency, and other charges *, he may without such inter-

vention receive diredlly into his own pocket the rewards of his merit.

Following him also itto his retreat in the time of peace, the benefit.

* Insurance upon his life, when unable otherwise to

borrow money, at least - 8 per cent, per ann.

Interest - -
5 per cent, per ann.

f gency - * - - -
2% per cent, per ann.
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of these regulations still attends him. There is no residence, however

remote, in which eitker Officers on half-pay, or the relations of such

as have fallen in battle, or the disabled from wounds and infirmity,

may choose to settle, but where they may be supported at their own

doors. Such ease and security in receiving their money greatly

enhance the value of the several rewards which their country bestows

upon them, The half-pay of Officers, all pensions from Greenwich

Hospital, and all other naval allowances (excepting the pensions of

Officer's widows, which are not paid by the Treasurer of the Navy),
are thus paid free of expence by the Revenue Officer Kving nearest

to the place of residence of the party entitled to receive them.

Mr. Dundas held this distinguished office during a much longer

period than any of his predecessors, and his attention to the sailor's

interest appears to have continued to the last. A few days before he

relinquished the situation, he obtained an order in council to establish

a department to give general information respecting prize matters
; a

subject in which many are materially interested, but few know hour

to aft. He had in contemplation a more extensive plan, and meant

to represent to Government the advantages which the Navy and the

public would probably derive, if a Board were established to conduct

every part of this extensive business. But political circumstances, of

a nature more urgent, interfering, have deprived the country at pre-

sent of his attention to this object.

So great an increase of business, as I have already described, to a

department which has ever been of great magnitude, might naturally

be expected to give rise to some confusion and arrear in the particular

parts, which did not press on the immediate attention. But the faft

is otherwise ; for whilst every new Regulation has been conducted by
assistance equal to the occasion, a department has been created for the

express purpose of reducing former arrears, and there are at this

moment fewer naval accounts unliquidated, than at any other period

in the last seventy years. The arrears that do exist are those of

former Treasurers; Mr. Dundas's present account, including the

expenditure of upwards of ninety millions, and all his transactions as

Treasurer of the Navy since the year 1785, is brought up to the day
on which he resigned that situation, and to the 3 i st of December

'

1 796, is already passed and audited. The account remaining to be

audited, for the short period since that time, is in a train to be finally

settled in the course of the present year.

While these meritorious services were planned and executed for the

good of the Navy, Mr, Dundas was not unmindful of those, who>

holding situations under him, were the means of carrying his measure*'
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into cflTcft. The trouble he bestowed in inquiring into the merit of

the persons filling the several departments of the Navy Pay- Office,

the uniform kindness of his manners to all about him, the friendly

ztal with which he entered into the views of each individual, and the

liberality with which he twice procured a revision of their claims to

a greater reward for their labours, have created a personal esteem

and attachment, which, perhaps, next to the success of his public

measures, must make him look back with pleasure on this part of his

political life.

I am aware that this account of Mr. Dundas's exertions in favour

of the Navy may be attributed to interested views, and be called the

language of flattery ;.
as it may be said to display the merits of a

man still very high in office. The same objection may be made to

every man who commends the wise and good measures of any great

Minister ; and I tnist that a more liberal construction may be given

to my motives, as it will be found on inquiiy that I have only done

justice to the character of an able Statesman who is quite regardless

about sounding his own praise. I feel it a duty in some degree
incumbent upon me to collect and record the fafts which I have stated ;

for though many can bear testimony to the accuracy of the several

parts of the detail, there are but few who have been hitimately ao
uaainted with all the circumstances attending it.

Navy Pay Office, London.

A MARINE TALE,
CHARLOTTE SMITH.
fROM MARCHMONT.

[Concluded from page 209^

There often wanders one, whom better day*
Saw better clad :

A servant m*id was she ; and fell in love

1Vjth one who left her, went to sea, and died !

HEN they got there,, poor young things ! they found, to be

sure, all matters as good as they had been promised as to

profit and such like j but Phoebe did not know how to use herself to

Kve among the black people. She had no need, however, poor girl !

to argue the matter long with herself, for before they had been at

their new place six month?, her husband got the bad fever that they

say so many hundreds have died of in those parts. His wife nursed

him night and day, aud us he w;as young and strong, so h.e did jiLt
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get through it ; but he was so weak and bad that the Doftors said

. he never would be well if he staid in that country, so they thought it

best to come back to England.
*< One would have hoped now that their troubles might have beea

ended, as much as poor folks troubles can end ; but it pleased God to

order it otherwise. They had a tedious voyage, by reason of contrary-

winds, but they were within sight of English ground ; and poor
Phoebe, when she has been able to talk about it, has told me that the

very sight of the land did her husband good, so that he was getting
quite himself again for all their being so long at sea.
" Phoebe's few friends living here in the west country, she wished

very much to have come to land at Plymouth, but her husband'* sister

lived in London, and he hoping to get some employment there, she

would not say any thing about it ; so they went on in the ship that

was loaded with sugar and such like for to sell at London.
" But a terrible storm overtook them a little above here, and not far

from Sidmouth the ship was drove ashore, and every body in her

drowned, but two sailors, a boy, and poor Phcebe, who having beea

stunned by the falling of one of the masts a* her husband was tryiag-

to take her out in his arms, was somehow entangled so a-nong the

rigging and ropes, that when the waves washed almost all the rest

of the people off the deck, she was left ; so it was supposed, for

nobody could tell exactly how it happened. The last thing poor

unhappy Phcebe remembers, when her disturbed mind allows her to

think of any thing, is, that Prior took her in his arms up from the

cabin, and tiied to chear and encourage her ; and when somebody
advised him to save himself by leaping into the sea, as he could swim

very well, he answered, that he had rather perish with his wife than

get ashore without her ; but that if she could but have courage thejr

might both be safe. * At that moment,' says Phoebe,
' a great sta

broke over the ship ; she struck with more force than ever ; but

Prior still held me fast, when on a sudden there was a dreadful crash,

and a loud shriek followed. I remember no more.' She has told me

though, sometimes when she has had an interval of reason, that the

first thing she recolle&s was being on the beach of stones, surrounded

by men and women, who, though they saw she was not dead, were

taking every thing from her, and that she well remembers their cutting

off her wedding ring because her fingers were swelled. The .shock

this gave her, and a sort of confused idea of what had happened, and

that Prior was perhaps alive, roused her to greater sensibility ; but

that the people continued to tear off her clothes, and one had just

taken and run off with her pockets, in which was all the
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Prior had received for his wages in Jamaica* She had then, she says,

strength to raise herself up, and she saw two of the men and one bad-

looking woman whispering together, and is sure they were consult,

ing together to kill her, when a young gentleman on horseback

came hastily towards them, and, asking some questions, leaped down

upon the stones all among the people that were round her, and insisted

on their giving back the clothes they had taken from her, and afford-

ing her assistance to save her life, instead of robbing her. The

people only asked what business it was of his, and went away to seek

after more plunder, leaving her with very little clothes ; and they
seemed then very unwilling to go. Phoebe spoke, and desired the

young gentleman to tell her where her husband was ? He could not

answer her ; and it was with great difficulty he prevailed upon some

other women, who were by this time come down to see what they
could get too, to lead her among them to the nearest house, where

they would not take her until he had given them all the money he

had about him ; and then he told the poor distracted creature he

would go try to find her husband ! Ah ! he knew that would be

to no purpose ; for he was sure he had spoken to the only three

people that, besides Phoebe herself, were saved, and they had told

him they saw Prior dashed off the deck by the mast, and were sure

he was killed. But the dear good young man fetched a surgeon to

the poor distressed creature, who was a humane kind man, and by

degrees they made her life secure, but as she grew well enough to

think, she became more and more delirious. They could not, you

know, help her thinking, nor her knowing, when she did, that Prior

was drowned
;
so she was raving mad for a long while, and confined

down in her bed. The noble-hearted young gentleman that saved

this poor wretched girl, was no other than my dear young master

himself. It was last October, just the first time he came down to

this country ; he was overtaken by the storm, and put up for the

night at a little public house on the wayside about two miles from

the sea. The wind was so terribly high that he could not close his

eyes, and before day-light he heard some men call up the landlord,

and tell him there was a great ship ashore at a place they named ; and

thereupon that man, and two or three more that came in, went away
as fast as they could to see for plunder. My good young master, on

the contrary, got upon his horse, and rode down to see who he could

save. Finding Phoebe was a native of his country, he enquired out

her friends, and had her brought to one of them that uncle of hers

that lives in a lone farm about three miles off; and set about trying

to recovtr for her some little money that Prior had left in his sister
'



A MARINE TALK*
309

fcands When he went beyond sea ; but when that dishonest person,
this sister of Prior's, found that her brother was drowned, and that

Kis wife had lost her senses with grief, she knew there was nobody
that could maintain any demand against her; so nothing could be got
from her but mere trifles from time to time, and the uncle was so

Unwilling to keep Phoebe that he got her into a mad-house
; but they

presently after discharged her, saying that she never would be any
the better for any thing they could do for her. But, poor thino- 1

she hurts nobody, and all her raving is turned into a sort of melan-

choly wildness that breaks one's heart. If it had not been for her

having lost her senses, the ladies that she lived with before she was

married would have taken her again, even although she had not been

able to do for them as a servant ; but one of these ladies has very bad

health, and is at times afflided with low spirits herself, so that it was

impossible for them to have such a poor distrafted girl in the house.

But they were still very charitable and kind to her ; and they, and

ome of their friends, have agreed among them to pay every year
as much as satisfies her uncle for letting her stay at his house. But,

poor thing ! they take no manner of care of her, and as she is quite

inoffensive, nobody hinders her wandering about when she becomes

testless. But sometimes she shuts herself for ten or twelve days in

her room, and never, if she can help it, will see the light or speak to

any body. Now, since sprmg is coming on, she is, as the Dotfor

eaid she would be, more affefted. One of the neighbours told me
.a few days ago, that poor Phoebe had taken to her rambling again.

Her mind runs upon the notion, that if she goes to the sea-side she

shall meet Prior, and when that notion takes her she will sit whole

hours upon the rocks talking to herself, and sometimes fancying he

'answers tier; and once she was lost all night, and was found the

evening of next day in one of the caverns down there by the shore,

half dead with cold and hunger, and nearly insensible. The cruel

people she lives with were angry with her for the trouble she gave

them, and used her so ill that she was much worse for some time

afterwards. One of the ladies that I spoke of before came to the

farmer's house, however, and, I believe, promised him more money
if he would treat this unhappy creature with less inhumanity; and

About the same time his daughter, a sad hard-hearted woman, wa$

married, and he took a decent middle-aged person to keep his house,

one that has seen trouble herself, and therefore knows a little more

how to pity people that are unfortunate. Still, b,owever, it goes hard

enough with poor Phoebe : for her uncle, who is the most niggardly

ml vi. s s
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man in all this country, likes to make all he can of her, and to be at

as little cost about her as ever he can. Poor soul ! he has tried once

or twice to make her work and help him one way or other in his

business, but as for any out-door work you see, Ma'am, what a slight

creature it is
; and when she has sat down to needle-work for a day or

two, she has soon flown off again, poor thing ! and rambled down to

the sea, where she sometimes fancies the ships she sees at a distance

are coming from Jamaica, and that Prior is in one of them. And

when she talks so, it is very sad indeed to all that hear her, who have

any feeling for her; but as to the people she is with, they don't

mind her, and are so used to hear her talk wildly, that they

hardly heed her more than a dog or a cat about the house. The

worst is of a stormy night it is a difficult thing then to keep her

quiet, because the howling of the wind, and the beating of the rain,

puts her in mind of the time she was wrecked. Sometimes she walks

about wringing her hands, and crying out to Prior, her dear Prior,

to save her ! and sometimes she wanta to rush out of the house and

go down to the beach, and she entreats the people about her to go
also, in order to save any poor creatures who may be shipwrecked ;

as Mr. Marchmont did save her from being killed by the cruel folk*

that waited upon the shore.''

Althea called, but they did not answer her ; and she was hastily

passing across the wide landing place to follow them, when casting

her eyes, not without some degree of undefined fear, towards the long
and dark passage that led to the rooms so marked in the Marchmont

family by misfortune, she saw, as if coming from thence, a slender

figure that slowly approached, yet without seeming to look at her,

while, riretted to the place, she had no power to stir. The spectre,

for such it seemed to be, still came deliberately on, and appeared to

be of air, for it was not heard to move. Althea, trembling like an

aspen leaf, stepped back into the banqueting room. The shap
aoon appeared at the door, with one finger held to its lips, as if

to enjoin silence. It came quite up to her it was poor Phoebe

Prior !

" Gracious Hearen !" exclaimed Althea, relieved from a specie*

of dread she could not long have supported,
" how came you here,

Phoebe ?"

"
Softly, softly, my dear young kdy," said she, in a whisper, I

ehall find him yet."
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Find whom ?*'

" Ah, Madam 1" sighed the poor lunatic girl,
" don't speak to

me as if you too were angry with me. I think I shall find him ; for

this is the time and the place where he bade me look for him, it is hie

birth-day the I9th of May 1 He never deceived me, and so I sac

up all night waiting for the time. But if my uncle comes and finds

me here ! You will not send for that hard-hearted man, will you,

Ma'am ? My good friend told me you would not ; and see, Ma'am,
what I have bought with the money you sent me. I have wished for

it a great while. A boy picked it up at last, just by the sad spot,

I never will part with it no never."

The unhappy girl then showed a perforated pebble, such as arc

often found on the shore, through which she had passed a blue rib-

band, and tied it round her neck ; by her manner it seemed as if she

fancied it some trinket that belonged to her drowned husband.

Weakened as the spirits of Althea had been before, the piteous

spe&acle now before her affe&ed her too much. Instead of being

able to speak soothingly to the wretched wanderer, the tears streamed

down her cheeks, and she sobbed audibly.
" Ah!" cried Phoebe, " do you cry? you who are happy, and

who have a lover faithful, and kind, and good. He will come home

soon, and you will be married to him, and yet you cry ! while you
never see me shed a tear. I who have lot Hah \ what ? what have

I lost ?"

Althea, amazed by her strange conjecture, terrified by the wildness

of her looks, and imagining- she was about to be seized with a raving

fit, stepped quickly forward, and called for Wansford, who return-

ing from his search, appeared with his wife, and was of course much

surprised by the sight of Phoebe, though her appearance seemed to

account for the noises that had occasioned them so much trouble and

apprehension. Althea insisted on their treating her with gentleness ;

and as soon as she had a little recovered from the extreme fear she

had undergone, the poor girl who had so greatly excited her pity,

became the objeft of her attention. It was necessary, however,

rather to soothe, than to question her as to the means by which she

got into the house, and concealed herself the preceding evening, for

she continued to be so wild and incoherent, still talking (if the iQth of

May, and thatfhe was come to seek for her poor Harry, that nothing

certain could be understood from her. Althea directed her to be

taken care of till the morning, when she hoped Mrs. Mosely might
find the means to reason her into some degree of tranquillity.
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NAVAL LITERATURE.

Oltcrvations on ike Hydrographical Division of tke Globe ; and Change-
ments proposed in the general and particular Nomenclature of Hydra-

[FROM MARCHAND'S VOYAGE.]

VE should premise, that we are far from supposing the alterations

suggested by M. Fleurieu will ever be adopted, and are con.

vinced, to use his own words,
" how seldom rooted customs are com-

bated with success :" it must however be acknowledged, that there is

great want of some general accord on this subjedt. The various ap-

pellations given by different nations to the same portions of the globe,
has often occasioned much trouble and inconvenience to the geographer,
sometimes fatal mistakes to the navigator.

Even allowing it to be only a reverie, it is the reverie of a man of

genius, and therefore to be respected. The ideas of the Abbe St.

Pierre on a perpetual peace have been called * the dream of an honest

man ;" but every good man wishes they could be realized. We were

further induced to the following translation on being informed, that

the Nomenclature is not included in a very able translation of Marchand's

voyage by a man of science, which will shortly be given to the public

by Messrs. Longman and Rees.

M. Fleutieu, observing
" that he owes to the public an account of

the motives that have decided him to adopt the proposed change-

ments," says,

" My first object has been to trace back the hydrographical division,

the division of the seas, to principles founded in nature, and to reform

the erroneous denominations, names, and designations, which acci-

dental circumstances, and oftener ignorance, have imposed on different

portions of the great mass of waters.

'* The second is to rectify the nomenclator of hydrography; to

nominate each literal portion of the two continents by the appellation
which is suitable to it ; to re-establish the particular denominations

which fix the epochs of discoveries, and recall the names of the dis-

coverers;, and return to each maritime nation the part which she can
reclaim in the discovery of the terrestrial globe.
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The chart which I publish presents but a part of the changemer.ts

which we are about to discuss ; it will be succeeded by a new one,

comprising the whole of them, if the approbation of navigators, of the

learned, and of geographers, who shall weigh the motives, and are

able to appreciate them, sanctions the changements founded on these

motives.

" The particular appellations which the different portions of the

general mass of waters that surround both continents have received,

owe chiefly their origin either to their situation relative to the parts of

the world bordering on their ocean which were first civilized, or to

the course which the navigators steered who successively discovered these

seas.

" The Europeans, who have done every thing on this subjeft, liave

Bubjefted every thing to Europe ; and, according to them, the whole

World ought to tend to that centre : thus, they have called WESTERN
OCEAN the part of the OCEAN which is situated to the WEST in

regard to EUROPE.

" But, since to the westward of this ocean there exists to our

knowledge another land, since Europe and Africa have successively

sent thither a part of their population, shall we require the men who
inhabit it to give the name of WESTERN OCEAN, of the ocean where

the sun sets (sol occidens), to 'the SEA where they behold it rise

(sol oriens) ?

" In proportion as we navigate north or south of the equator, on

the sea which leaves to the eastward of it the western coast of the old

continent, we have imposed on the portions discovered names analogous
to the course we steered in arriving there ; and we have called the

part situated to the north Northern Ocean, and that to the south

Southern Ocean. But these appellations belong no more to the space of

sea which separates EUROPE and AFRICA from AMERICA, than to

that part of it which, situated equally to the north and south of the

equino&ial line, separates AMERICA from ASIA. These appellations

are without doubt exaft, relatively to the place we occupy on the globe,

and should be admitted if there were no other seas but those which are

the boundaries of our continent to the west, and no other lands but

those we inhabit. But, as other lands exist more to the north and

south than the spaces of sea which we call Northern and Southern

Ocean, these general appellations cannot be attached specially, pri-.,

vately, and without modification, to those sr aces which are situated

to the uortji and south with regard to Europe,,
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" Before the discovery of America, we navigated to the westward of

our continent, and knew not that there existed lands still more to the

westward, and that they were the limits of our ocean, of which we
had but a very circumscribed knowledge.

'
But, when Magalhaens, whom we call Magellan, had navigated

in high southern latitudes, and passed the straits which have retained

hii> name, a new ocean opened before him, and this ocean, thrice

the size of that which we knew, as it extends from pole to pole,

\vascalled SOUTH SEA, or Pacific Ocean. It would be difficult to

give a reason for the first appellation of South Sea ; for, in passing

from the old ocean into this new one, whether it was entered by the

STRAITS OF MAGELLAN, or arrived at by going to the North,

ward after doubling Cape Horn, the latitude was not altered, the

part of the sea entered was not SOUTH SEA, and it was even les*

southerly, if Cape Horn had been doubled, than the part of the sea

which had been left ; and nevertheless, all navigators, without perceiving

that they employed an inexplicable expression, will tell you in their

relations, speaking of their paflage from the old ocean to the

new, at such a time, the ship passed from the North into the SOUTH

SEA.
" The appellation PACIFIC OCEAN, is neither better founded in rea-

son, nor more admissible. The Spaniards, who first navigated this

sea, in their habitual pafiages from Mexico to Peru, and from Peru to

Mexico, without ever quitting the coast, experienced nothing but

gentle breezes, and light airs ; they were even often detained by the

calms and baffling wind so common in the torrid zone, the limits of

which they never passed ; and, persuaded that through the whole ex-

tent, which they knew not, in all latitudes, arid in all seasons, im-

petuous winds never disturbed the tranquillity of that great sea which

is to the westward of America, they consecrated their opinion and

their error by the name which they imposed on it : it was called EL

MAR PACIIICO, and this appellation of Pacific Ocean, which ap-

pertains at most only to a part near the equator, is become synonimous
to its first appellation, South Sea, which is applied to all the Austral

seas, and which is extended from one pole to the other ; and under

the northern polar circle, we are still in the SOUTH SEA.

" This explanation is doubtless sufficient to prove the unfitness, the

incongruity of these appellations, which present to the mind ideas as

false as the expressions are anti-geographic. But they should be no

longer used, since experience has taught us, that this sea, falsely cal-

led PACIFIC, is subject, like all others, to vicissitudes of fine weather,

alm, and tempest, regulated by the latitudes and seasons; and since
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we know that this sea, which we call the South Sea, spreads itself over

almost half the circumference of the globe between the western coasta

of the New World and the eastern coasts of the old, is unbounded to

the north, where, encircling the pole, it mingles its waters with that

part of the ocean which separates Europe and Africa from the vast

continent of America. In another part of the world, a great gulf,

which is bounded to the west by the eastern coasts of Africa, to the

north by Indostan, Arabia, and Bengal, to the east by the great Afiatic

Archipelago, and where our navigators cannot arrive until they have

run sixty degrees to southward, was called EASTERN OCEAN. The

Europeans without doubt thought, that because Asia was to the

eastward of them, a sea which bathes a part of Asia should be called

eastern ; but m wishing, according to custom, to subjeft every thing

only to them, to their country, they did not perceive that this name,

which could only accord with the situation of some part of the old

continent, did not in the least agree with the situation of Europe : in

truth, this Eastern Ocean, taken from its centre, is situated in the

aouth-east, and consequently as much to the southward as to the east-

ward of part of the world ; and the coasts which bound it to the west-

ward, and by tracing which we arrived there, are less easterly than

a great part of Europe, to whom it is rather a southern ocean. It

can be an eastern ocean only as in regard to a part of Africa, that is

to say, to one part only of the old continent. But if we look to the

Malaye Peninsula, the inhabitants of which are probably the oldest

navigators of the world ;
if we will not forget the immense empires of

China and that of Japan ; these Indies, so extensive, so rich, and per-

haps the cradle of the human race ; and the great island of New Hol-

land, which equals in surface more than half Europe ;
it will be ac-

knowledged that the appellation of Eastern Ocean can belong to no

one of these vast portions of the globe ; and this ocean, or rather gulf,

is to the nations who occupy the regions of the East, a western ocean

in respeft to some, and a southern to others.

" A geographer should belong neither to one continent or to the

other ; he ought, figuratively speaking, to skim above the surface^

and viewing the globe turn beneath him, attach to each part of the

ocean which surrounds with its waters the two terrestrial masses, ap-r

ptllations equally appropriate to every country, and all the nations

of the earth. Let us efface, then, without pity, names which igno-

rance, accident, circumstances, and national prejudice, have introduced ;

names, which time and habit seem to authorise, but which neither

habitude or time, that justify nothing absurd or inconsistent, can have

consecrated in such a manner as to render indelible.
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General P'tew of the Terrestrial Globe*

c When the globe is considered in a general point of view, it i*

feen that the portion of its surface destined to be the habitation of

men, is divided in two continents, into two great islands ; one com-

prelc ids in its limits Europe, Asia, and Africa ; and the other

presents the two Americas, joined by a narrow isthmus which resists

the continued alion of the waters. I do not consider the islands,

either formed in groups or scattered, which are thrown in the inter*

vals : these are not the limits of the ocean ; some have been destroyed,

Others are new, others again are increasing and augmenting ; the

greater part of them are but point in the space. Ocean, (Oceanus

pater
*
rerum), whose arms surround the earth, says the prince of

poets i, surrounds both continents with the immensity of its waters

while the great planet attracts them, and forms them into clouds, to re-

turn them in rains and fertilizing dews on the earth, where colle&ed

in the beds of rivers they return again to the ocean. THE OCEAN
is, then, alone universal ; its waters, from one pole to the other, and

round the circumference of the globe, communicate and maintain

an equilibrium ; and, if they are straitened in the north, between

Europe and America, and more so between America and Asia, they

join and mix under the Arftic Pole ; whilst, in the southern hemi

sphere, where great continents are situated at immense distances from

each other, no strait confines the free and intire communication of

the seas.

" The appellation of Ocean is then a collective appellation, com-

prehending the universality of waters which surround the two conti-

nents. The terrestrial globe presents, properly speaking, but TWO
.ISLANDS AND AN OCEAN. But as, for the facility of explaining and

comprehending each other, these two great islands of the earth have

been subdivided into different parts, to which distinctive names have

been applied, it is necessary to divide the ocean in the same manner,

and to attach to each of these divisions a name which shall indicate its

fixed situation in nespe& to the poles and the equator. This is, it

Appears to me, the only way to establish an invariable nomenclature-

independent of men and of circumstances, and which will accord

cquully with all times, all countries, and all nations."

This is M. Fleurieu's general account of his plan : Our space will

not permit the appearance of the whole of his nomenclature ; we there-

fore hope to be excused in deferring it to the next number.

\To be continued,

Virg. Georg, lib.lv. f Odyssey, chap. jii.
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poetrr,

ON PEACE.

FULL many an anxious year destructive war

Has whirl'd, in horrid pomp, his blood-stain'd car

Urg'd on, impetuous, his resistless way,

Scaring, with ruthless deeds, the face of day ;

Embattled nations, thronging in his train,

Have heap'd his path with mountains of the slain ;

Europe and Afric's plains have smok'd with gore,

The Western isles, and Asia's distant shore ;

Still Britain proudly saw her flag unfurl'd

Triumphant mistress of the wat'ry world ;

Yet e'en in conquest oft her lab'ring breast

The deep-felt anguish of her soul confest ;

Sad, as she wail'd each hero's early doom,

Bathing with tears the laurel o'er his tomb.

But now, fell slaughter stops his murd'rous hand,

And happier prospers greet th' expectant laud,

'Midst the wild uproar of opposing arms,

Humanity displays her milder charms;

Bids the fond wife suppress the struggling sigh,

Dries the big tear which dimm'd the mother's eye ;

While, at her word, as rude dissensions cease,

Nation greets nation with the smile of peace :

So, when dark storms deform the angry sky,

With hideous glare the vivid light'mngs fly ;

Rending the concave vast from pole to pole,

In loud discordant crash hoarse thunders roll ;

Till the bright sun leads back the glorious day,

And drives the horror of the storm away.

Oh ! may th' event our fullest wishes crown 1

May the tir'd woild her sacred influence own i

So may our grateful country's latest tear

Be that which fell on PARKEI'S honour'd bier.

VI. T T



LINES ON THE I>EATH OF CAPT. PARKER.
T A LADT.

WHERE her proud cliff majestic Dover rears,

Whose wliite and guardian breast the surges lave,

Why sweeps that sound of death, and why appears

The troubled spirit of the neighb'ring wave ?

Why does the voice of public sorrow swell ;

Why pours the gallant breast that manly sigh ;

Why does the tear of gen'rous anguish dwell

On NELSON'S cheek, and dim his ardent eye ?

One simple word the mighty grief will speak,
'Tis PARKER'S Death that breathes the gen'ral gloom,

That strikes the living glow from Beauty's cheek,

The flow'r of valour wither'd in its bloom.

The Genius of the Tempest raves no more,

With noiseless course the mourning billows sweep P

His cherish'd name is heard from shore to shore,

And horror broods upon the list'ning deep.

While on the couch of pain the suffrer lay,

'Twas there the spirit of the Hero shone,

Gave to his sinking eyes a saint-like ray,

And mark'd his death with glory afl its own ?

]t)ear youth ! from Britain's arms so early torn,

Tho' robb'd of life, that life was spar'd to show

That from the ling'ring pang so greatly borne,

The Christian's laurels with the Hero's blow.

One proud distinftion marks thy glorious grave,

That he from whom thine heart its ardour drew,

To thee AfledHon's latest tribute gave,

And bade his gallant friend a fond aditu.

r*izi&*r 3 as Vfarnd Wz 3if t3d2 *

How fills my eye how swells my heart to say*; noo2
PARKER farewell, yet while the gen'rous flame

Of British virtue lives, shall Britain pay
The grateful tears that consecrate thy name.



THE SAILOR, AN ELEGY.
FROM ROSERS'S WORKS.

HE sailor sighs as sinks his native shore,

As all its lessening turrets bluely fade ;

He climbs the mast to feast his eyes once more,
And busy Fancy fondly lends her aid.

Ah 1 now, each dear domestic scene he knew,
Recall'd and cherish'd in a foreign clime,

Charms with the magic of a moon-light view,

Its colours mellow'd not impair'd by time.

True as the needle, homeward points his heart,

Thro* all the horrors of the stormy main ;

This, the last wish with which its warmth would part,

To meet the smile of her he loves again.

When morn first faintly draws her silver line,

Or eve's grey cloud descends to drink the wave ;

When sea and sky in midnight darkness join,

Stifl, still, he views the patting look she gave.

Her gentle spirit, lightly hovering o'er,

Attends his little bark from pole to pole,

And, when the beating billows round him roar,

Whispers sweet hope to soothe his troubled soul.

Carv'd is her name in many a spicy grove,

In many a plantain forest, waving wide,

Where dusky youths in painted plumage rove,

And giant palms o'er-arch the yellow tide.

But low, at last he comes with crowded sail !

Lo, o'er the cliff what eager figures bend ;

And hark, what mingled murmurs swell the gale ?

In each he hears the welcome of a friend.

cU^-.v )- > t -ri
afj;-;s a/ -.-.bs-j fj;,/

*Tis she, 'tis she. herself ! she waves her hand !

Soon is the anchor cast, the canvas furl'd ;

Soon thro' the whitening surge he springs to land,

And clasps the maid he singled from the wyrld.
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. 2.

C0# <J/" Letterfrom Captain R. G. Keats, ofthe Supirb, to Evan Nepeattt

sj. dated off Lisbon, the i yib of September.
SIR,

I
BEG to iform you, for the information of my Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, that the Superb, Defence, and Pe-

terell sloop, left Vice-Admiral Pole on the 6th instant. No event of

greater importance than the capture of a privateer by the Defence, re-

lated in the inclosed copy of a letter to Vice Admiral Pole, has occurred
since they left him. 1 have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) R. G. KEATS.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Keats, of bis Majesty s ship Superb, at sea, to

Pice-Admiral Pole, dated the i%th of September.
SIR,

I have the honour to inform you, that the Defence, whose signal
was made to chase this morning, has returned with a French lugger
privateer of 14. guns and sixty men, named L'Enfant du CARNIVAL.
I have the honour to be, &c. R. G. KEATS.
To Vice-Admiral Pole.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. 16.

Cepy of a letter from Admiral Lord Keith, K. B. Commander in Chiefof bis

Majestys ships and vessels in the Mediterranean, to Evan Nepean, Esq.
dated Foudroyant, Bay of Aboukir, July 10.

SIR,
"The enclosed letter from Captain Pulling,, of his Majesty's sloop

the Kangaroo, conveys to you, for the information of their Lordships,
his detail of a spirited and successful attack made by that sloop and the

Speedy on a Spanish convoy anchored on the coast, and protected by
a battery of twelve guns, and a considerable force of armed vessels,
which appears to have been executed with much resolution and courage

I trust that their Lordships will honour with their approbation the

spirit of enterprise which the officers and men engaged in this service

have evinced
;
and while I have the power of expressing to their Lord-

ships my satisfaction with the Zeaioiis and adlive exertions of Captain

Pulling, so soon after his arrival on this station, 1 have irfost sincere

pleasure in transmitting to them his testimony to the continued meri-
terious conduct, of which Captain Lord Cochrane, and the Officers

and crew of the Speedy, have lately furnished so exemplary a proof.
I have the honour to be, &c. KEITH.

His Majestys sloop Kangaroo, cue cable's lengthfrom the shore, and

\

'

"k.
'

tlvojrotn the t&ujn of Oropeso, loth of June, three in the morning*-

MY LORD,
I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that, cruising of Bar-

celona on the ist instant, pursuant to orders 'from Captain Uixon, of
his Majesty's ship Gencreux, and felling in with his Majesty's ship

Speedy, Right Honourable Lord Cochrane, Commander, we spoke a

Minorquin privateer, who gave information that a Spanish convoy,
consisting of twelve sail and five armed vessels, had passed to tne

windward three days before: Lord" Cochrane agreeing with me as to

the practicability of our overtaking them, \xe went i ft pursuit, and
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yesterday morning got sight of them at anchor under the battery of

Oropeso. When having so able and gallant an Officer as his Lord-
ship to lead into the Bay, I hesitated not a moment to make the
attack: we approached' within half gun-shot of the enemy by noon
with both brigs, and came to an anchor, though opposed by the but-

tery, which is a large square tower, and appears to have twelve guns,
a xebec, of twenty guns, and three gun-boats, all of which kept up %
brisk fire until two o'clock, when it considerably decreased, but again
recommenced, encouraged by a felucca of twelve guns, and two gun-
boats, that came to their assistance : by half past three, the xebec and
one of the gun-boats sunk, and shortly after another gun-bc-at shared
the same fate. The tower, with the remaining gun-boats, assisted by
the three in the offing, continued to annoy us on both sides till about
half past six, when the fire of the whole slackened; and on the

Kangaroo cutting her cables, and running nearer to the tower, the

gun -boats in the offing fled, and by seven the tower was silenced.

We were annoyed by a heavy fire of musquetry in different directions

till midnight, during which time the boats of both brigs were em-
ployed in cutting out the vessels that were found afloat, under the

direction of Mr. Thomas Foulerton, the First Lieutenant of the Kan-

garoo, assisted by Lieutenant Warburton, of the Speedy, the Hon.
M. A. Cochrane, and Messrs. Dean and Taylor, Midshipmen j they
succeeded in bringing out three brigs laden with wine, rice, and bread.

When Lord Cochrane, with his usual zeal, took the same Officers

tinder his command, and went in shore again in the hope of bringing
away more, but the remainder were either sunk or driven on shore.

I have here to lament the loss of Mr. Thomas Taylor, Midshipman, a

valuable young man, who was killed by a musket-ball while on this

service. I cannot express myself sufficiently grateful to Lord Coch-
rane for his assistance during this long contest, as well as on the day
before, when we found it necessary, for the honour of his Britannic

Majesty's arms, to blow up the tower of Almanara, mounting two
brass four-pounders, which would not surrender, though repeatedly
Summoned. I must also acknowledge the services of Lieutenant

Foulerton, and beg leave to recommend him strongly to your Lord-

ship's notice
; he, with the other Lieutenant, Mr. Thomas Brown

Thompson, whom I also feel indebted to, has been slightly wounded ;

Mr. Thomas Tongeau, A&ing Master, Mr. John Richards, Purser,

(who volunteered his services on deck) on this occasion, as well as

the Officers and crews of both brigs, behaved as British Officers and
seamen are accustomed to do

;
the assistance of Captain Edward

Drumm:>nd, of the 6oth regiment, who was a passenger on board, I

also acknowledge with pleasure.
Enclosed is a list of the killed and wounded on board the Kangaroo ;

Lord Cochrane was a little singed, and received a bruise at the demo-
lition of the tower of Almanara, as did two of his men, but I am
rejoiced to add, neither of them were materially hurt

j
and with the

utmost surprise I have the pleasure to find that the Speedy had not a

man killed or wounded in the destruction of this convoy, though,
from situation and distance, equally exposed to the enemy's fire; we
are now getting under way for Minorca, with the prizes; the sloops
are not much damaged, artd, fortunately for the enemy", the ammuni-
tion of both is expended, otherwise I im confident, that in a short

time the tower would be razed to hi foundation. I have the honour
*> be, &c. G. C. PULLLNG.

Right Hon. Lord Keith, K: B.
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Killed. Mr. Thomas Tay'or, Midshipman.
'Wounded. William Be,:y, seaman, severely; James Nightingale*

seaman, severely ; James Reynolds, seaman, severely ; Thomas Thomp*
son, seaman, severely ; John Barrey, seaman, severely ; Lieutenant
Fcfulerton, slightly ; Lieuienant Thompson, slightly ; William Wij-
liams, seaman, slightly ; Thomas Fitz Gibbons, seaman, slightly }

Thomas Baldwin, marine, slightly.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. 24.
* ', - *T

Extrafi of a letterfrom Pice-Admiral Rainier, Commander in Chief of hij

Majesty's ships and vessels in the East Indies, to Elian Nepean, Esq. dated
in Bombay harbour, the i$th of May, 1801.

Be pleased to inform their Lordships, that Captain W. Waller, in
his Majesty's sloop Albatross, on the uth of November last, in lati-

tude 1 8 deg. N. and longitude 91 deg. E. captured L'Adel, mounting
twelve guns, with sixty men : and en the 23d of March following, in
latitude 15 deg. 17 min. N. longitude 87 deg. E. he captured La
Gloire, mounting ten guns, and eleven men, both French privateers,
from die Mauritius.

xtra3 ofa letterfrom Rear-Admiral Sir Jobn Thomas Duckworth, K. B
Commander in Chief of his Majesty's ships and vessels at the Leeward
Islands, to Evan Neptan, Esq. dated at Martinique, the list of August.
I proceeded to this anchorage, where I found the Guachapin had

arrived the previous day, with a Spanish letter of marque, which she
had captured, after a severe conflict of more than two hours. For the

particulars of this gallant aftion I shall refer their Lordships to the

accompanying letter from Captain Bland, of L'Heureux ; too great

praise cannot be given to Captain Butcher, his Officers, and crew.

#->'SIR, His Majesty's ship L'Heureux, off Martinique, ijth August*
'

Having left Case Navirre yesterday, in the afternoon, to follow the"

orders received from you, the next morning, at daylight, between

Martinique and St. Lucia, we saw his Majesty's brig Guachapin com-

mencing an action with a Spanish ship of war
j
to the unequal contest

we made all haste
;
but before we could get up to give a broadside,

the Spanish letter of marque La Teresa, commanded by an Officer

belonging to the Spanish Navy, mounting eighteen brass guns of

thirty-two and twelve-pounders, and 120 men, struck to her gallant

opponent. I am sorry to add the Guachapin had three men killed and
three wounded ; the ship nearly the same. Captain Butcher mentions
the able assistance he received from his Lieutenant, Mr. Marshall, in

the strongest terms. I am, &c.

(Signed) LOFTUS OTWAY BLAND.
Sir John Thomas Dutkworth, K. B.

DOWNING-STREE^OCT,*^;
^preliminaries of Peace between his Majesty and the French Republic
were signed last night at Lord Hawkesbury's oiiice, in Downing-street,

by the Right Honourable Lord Hawkesbury, one of his Majesty's

Principal Secretaries of State, on the part of his Majesty, and by M^
Otto, on the part of the French Government-. s, lu'ttiinq
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DOWNING-STREET, OCT. JO.

The Ratifications of the Preliminary Articles of the Pea-ce be-
tween his Majesty and the French Republic, signed on the ist

instant, were this day exchanged by the Hight Honourable Lord

Hawkesbury, one oif his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, and

by M. Otto.1
..I-.TU-X- ,.e.rioac .t

DOWNING-STREET, OCT. 21.

A dispatch of which the following is a copy, was this day received
in duplicate, at the office of the Right Hon. Lord Hobart, one of his

Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State.

My LORD, Head-quarters, Camp before Alexandria, Sept. 5.

J ha^e now the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, that the forts

and town of Alexandria have surrendered to his Majesty's troops,
who, on the zd instant, took possession of the entrenched camp, the

heights above Pompey's Pillar, the Redoubt de Bam, and the Fort

Triangular. By the capitulation the garrison are to be embarked for

france in the course of ten days, provided the shipping is in a state

of preparation to receive them-
The operations against the enemy's works commenced on the i7th

of August.

MaJor-General Coote embarked with a strong corps on the inunda-
tion in the night between the i6th and lyth of August He effected

his landing to the westward of Alexandria with little or no opposition,
and immediately invested the strong castle of Marabout, situated at

the entrance of the western harbour of Alexandria.

On the east side of the town, two attacks were made to get pos-
session of some heights in front of the intrenched position of the

enemy. I intrusted the conduct of the r.ttack against their right to

Major-General Cradock, and that against their left to Major-General
Moore. Those two Officers perfectly executed my intentions, and

performed the service committed to their care with much precision
and ability. The action was neither obstinate or severe, and our loss

is but small }
but it afforded one mare opportunity to display the

promptness of British Officers, and the heroism of British soldiers.

A part of General Doyle's brigade, the soth regiment (but under the

immediate command of Colonel Spencer), had taken possession of a
hill in front of the enemy's right. Gen. Menou, who was in person
in that part of the French intrenched camp, direftly opposite to our

post, ordered about fix hundred men to make a sortie, to drive us
from our position. The enemy advanced in column with fixed bayo-
nets and without firing a shot, till they got very close to the 3oth

regiment, to whom Col. Spencer gave an immediate order to charge,

though they did not consist of more than two hundred men
j he was

obeyed with a spirit and a determination worthy the highest pane-

gyric. The enemy were driven back to their intrenchments in the

greatest confusion they had many killed and wounded, and several

taken prisoners.
On the night between the i8th and i9th, Major General Coote

opened batteries against the Caftle of Marabout} an attack was also

made from the sea by several Turkish corvettes, and the launches and
boats of the fleet, under the guidance of the Hon. (.'apt. Cochrane

great perseverance and exertions were required to get up heavy guns
through a difficult and almost impracticable country ; but the troops
executed this painful and arduous service with such zeal and con.
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tinued firmnefs, that the fort capitulated in the night of the lift j the

garrison consisted of about one hundred and eighty men, and were com-
manded by a Chef de Brigades/no }< oasd Jon <&[{ Ji -

t
svi?< :

'On the mornrng of the zad, Major General Coote marched from
Marabout to attack a strong, corps posted in his front, in order to

cover the approach to Alexandria
; the managements of that excel-

lent Officer appear to have been able and judicious, and were attended
with the most complete success

;
he drove the ene-my every where,

though strongly posted, and in a country which opposed uncommon
obstacles to the progress of troops. The Frcr.rh suffered extremely
in the aftion, and retreated in much confusion, leaving their wounded
and seven pieces of cannon behind them-*

On the Z4th, batteries were opened against the Redoubt de Bain ;

and on the zth, at night, Major General Coote furprifed the enemy's
advanced posts, when seven Officers and fifty men were taken prisoners ;

this service was gallantly performed by Lieutenant Colonel Smith,
with the ist battalion of the zoth regiment, and a small detachment
of Dragoons under the orders of Lieut. Kelly, of the a6th. The
enemy endeavoured to regain possession of the ground from which

they had been driven, but were repulsed with loss.

On the morning of the z6th we opened four batteries on each

side of the town againft the entrenched camp of the French, which
loon silenced their fire, and induced them to withdraw many of their

guns. .1. . ,;. r.,w v -\ i .

On the 27th, in the evening, General Menou sent an Aid de Camp
to request an armistice for three days, in order to give time to prepare
a Capitulation, which, after some difficulties and delays, was signed
on the .id of September.

I have the honour to enclose you a Copy of the Capitulation, and
also a list of the number .of persons for whom the enemy have required

shipping; by this it appears, that the total of -the garrison ef

Alexandria consisted of upwar '.s of 8000 soldiers, and > ,00 sailors..

This arduoqs and important service has at length been brought to

a conclusion. The exertions of individuals have been splendid and
meritorious. .I regret that the bounds of a dispatch will not ahow
me to specify the whole, or to mention the name of every person who
has distinguished himself in the public service. I have received the

greatelt fuoport and affiftance from the General Officers of the Army.
The conduct of the troops of every description has been exemplary in

the highest degree, j there has been much to applaud and nothing to

reprehend j
their order and regularity in the camp have been as con-

spicuous as their courage in the field. To the Quarter-Master General,
Lieut. Co!. Anstrutber, I owe much for his unwearied industry and
*e:il in the public service, and for the aid, advice, and co operation
which he has at all times afforded me. Brigadier General Lawson,
who commanded the artillery, and Capt. Bryce, the Chief Engineer,
hive both great merit in their different departments. The local

situation of Egypt presents obstacles of a molt serious kind to mili-

tary Operations "on an extended scale. The skill and perseverance of

. those two Officers have overcome difficulties which at first appeared
Shnost insurmountable.

Lieut. Colonel Lindentha], who has always afted with the Turks,
deserves my utmost acknowledgments j

bis activity and diligence have

been unremitted, and he has introduced amongst them an order and

regularity which does him the highest honour.

During the course of the long service on which we have been engaged,
Lord Keith has, at all times, given me the most able assistance and
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counsel. The labour and fatigue of the Navy hate been continued
and excessive

;
it has not been of one day or of one week, but for

months together. In the Bay of Aboukir, on the New Inundation,
and on the Nile, for one hundred and fixty miles they have been

employed without intermission, and have submitted to many privation*
with a chearfuluess and patience highly creditable to them, and ad-

vantageous to the public service.

Sir Sidney Smith had originally the command of the seamen who
landed from the fleet; he continued on shore till after the capture of
Rosetta, and returned on board the Tigre a short time before the ap-
pearance of Admiral Gantheaume's squadron on the coast. He was
present in the three actions of the 8th, i3th, and aist of March, when
he displayed that ardour of mind for the service of his country, and
that noble intrepidity for which he has been ever so .conspicuous.
Capt. Stevenson, of the Europa, succeeded him, and I have every
reason to he satisfied with his ieal and conduct. The crews of the

gun-boats displayed great gallantry, under his guidance, in the New-
Inundation j and much approbation is also due to the naval Oificers
who aired under his orders*

Capt. Presland, of the Regulus, has had the direction for many
months past of all Greek ships in our employment, and of those be-

longing to the Commissariot. He has been aftive, zealous, and inde-

fatigable, and merits my warmest approbation. 1 must therefore beg
leave particularly to recommend this old and meritorious Officer to

your Lordship's protection.
Allow me to express an humble hope, that the army in Egypt have

gratified the warmest wishes and expectations of their Country. T
them every thing is due, and to me nothing. It was my iate to sue

ceed a man who created such a spirit and established such a discipline

amongst them, that little has been left for me to perform, except to

follow his maxims, and to endeavour to imitate his conduct.

This dispatch will be delivered to your Lordship by Colonel Aber.

eromby, an Officer of cnsiderable ability, and worthy of the great
name which he bears. He will one day, I trust, emulate the virtue

and talents of his never-sufficiently-to-be-lamented father. I have
the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. J. HELY HUTCHINSQN,

The Right Hon. Lord Hobart, &c, Lieutenant-General.

TRANSLATION.
ARTICLES of the CAPITULATION proposed by Abdouttaby Jacqttetjrancelt

Aknou, General in Chief of the French Army now in Alexandria, to the

Generals commanding the Land and Sea Forces of His Britannic Majesty,
and of the Sublime Porte, forming the Blockade of Alexandria, dated U>e

nth Frudidor, Tear nine of the French Republic (-^.tb August 1801).

Art. I. From the present date to the soth Fructidor (i 7th Sept.

1801), there shall be a continuation of the truce and suspension of

arms between the French army and the combined armies of his Bri-

tannic Majesty, and of the Sublime Porte, upon the same conditions

with those which actually subsist, with the exception of a regulation,

to be amicably settled between the respe&ive Generals of the two

armies, for establishing a new line of advanced posts, in- order to

remove all pretext of hostility between the troops.
Answer. Refused.
Art. II. In case no adequate succours fljpuld arrive to the French

Arn^y before the day mentioned in the preceding Article, that Army
shall evacuate the Forts and entrenched Camps of Alexandria upon
the following conditions*

Anfwer Refufed.

Vi c u
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Art. III. The French Army shall retire, on the first complemen*
tary day of the French era, into the eity of Alexandria and Forts

adjacent, and mall deliver up to the Allied Powers the entrenched

Camp in front of the lines of the Arabs, the Fort Le Turc, and the
Fort Du Vivier, together with their artillery and ammunition.
Answer. In forty-eight hours after the signing of the Capitulation,

namely, on the ad September, at noon, the entrenched Camps, the
Fort Turc, and that of Du Vivier, shall be delivered up to the Allied
Powers. The ammunition and artillery of these Forts shall be also
delivered up. The French troops shall evacuate the city, forts, and
dependencies of Alexandria ten days after signing the Capitulation,
or at the time of their embarkation.
Art. IV. All individuals, constituting a part of the French army,

or attached to it by any relations, military or civil ; the auxiliary troops
of every nation, country, or religion ;

or of whatever Powers they
might have been subjects before the arrival of the French, shall preserve
their property, of every description, their effects, papers, &c. &c. j

which shall not be subjedl to any examination.
Answer. Granted

j provided that nothing be carried away be-

longing to the Government of the French Republic, but only the

effects, baggage, and other articles belonging to che French and au-

xiliary foldiers, who have ferved during fix months in the army of
the Republic; the same is to be understood of all the individuals
attached to the French army, by civil or military capacities, of whatever
nation, country, or religion they may be. .

Art. V. The French forces, the auxiliary troops, and all the in-
dividuals defcribed in the preceding Article, shall be embarked in
the ports t>f Alexandria, between the fth and the icth of Vendemiaire,
Year Ten of the Republic, at the latest, ( 2 ;th September to the sd
October 1 801,) together with their arms, (lores, baggage, enSecls, and

property of all kinds, official papers, and deposits, one field piece
to each battalion and squadron, with ammunition, Sec. &c. the whole
to be conveyed to one of the ports of the French Republic in the

Mediterranean, to be determined by the General in Chief of the
French Army.
Answer. The French Forces, (the auxiliary troops and all the indi-

viduals described in the ^.th Article shall be embnrked in the
ports

of Alexandria, (unless, after an amicable Convention, it should be
found more expeditious to embark a part of them at Aboukir,) as

soon as vessels can be prepared, the Allied Powers at the same
time engaging that the embarkation shall take place, if possible, ten

days after the Capitulation shall be signed 5 they shall receive all

the honours of war, shall carry away their arms and baggage, shall

not be prisoners of war, and shall moreover take with them ten pieces
of cannon from four to eight-pounders, with ten rounds of shot to

each gun ; they shall be conveyed to a French port in the Medi-
terranean.

Art. VI. The French ships of war, with their full complement,
and all merchant ships, to whatever nation or individuals they may
belong, even those of nations at war with the Allied Powers, or those
that are the property of owners or merchants who were subjeft to the

Allied Powers before the arrival of the French, shall depart with the

. French army, In order that those that are ships of war may be restored

to the French Government, and the merchant ships to the owners or
to their assignees.
Answer. Refused. All vessels shall be delivered up as they are.

Art. VII. Every single ship that, from the present day to the 3oth

Fru&idor, shall arrive from the French Republic, or any of her allies,

into the ports or roads of Alexandria) shall be comprehended in thi
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Capitulation. Every ship of war or commerce, belonging to France,
or the allies of the Republic, that shall arrive in the ports or raid of-

Alexandria, within, the twenty days immediately following the evacua-
tion of that place, shall not be considered a lawful prize, but shall be
set at liberty, with her equipage and cargo, and be furnished with a

passport from the Allied Powers.
Answer. Refused.
Art. VIII. The French and auxiliary troops, the civil and mili-

tary agents attached to the army, and all other individuals described
in the preceding articles, shall be embarked on board such French afid

other vessels, actually in the ports of Alexandria, as shall be in a
condition to go to sea

;
or on board those of his Britannic Majesty

and of the Sublime Porte, within the time fixed by the fifth article.

Art. IX. Commissaries shall be named by each party to regulate
the number of vessels to be employed, the number of men to be em-
barked upon them, and generally to provide for all the difficulties that

may arise in carrying into execution the present capif-ilation.
Those Commissaries shall agree upon the different positions which

shall be taken by the ships now in the port of Alexandria, and those
which shall be furnished by the Allied Powers, so that by a well re-

gulated arrangement, every occasion of difference between the crews
of the several nations may be.avoided.
Answer. All these details will be regulated by the English Ad-

miral, and by an Officer of the French navy named by the General in

Chief.

Art. X. Merchants and owners of ships, of whatever nation or

religion they may be, and also the inhabitants of Egypt, and of every
other country, who may at the present time be in Alexandria, whether

Syrians, Copths, Greeks, Arabs, Jews, &c. and who shall be desirous

of following the French army, shall be embarked with and enjoy the

same advantages with that army j they shall be at liberty to remove
their property of all kinds, and to leave powers for the disposal of

what they may not be able to take away. All arrangements, all sales,

all stipulations, whether of commerce, or of any other nature made by
them, shall be strictly carried into effect after their departure, and be

maintained by the Generals of his Britannic Majesty and of the Sublime
Porte. Those who may prefer remaining in Egypt a certain time oil

account of their private affairs shall be at liberty so to do, and shall

have full protection from the Allied Powers
j
those also who may be

desirous of establishing themselves in Egypt shall be entitled to all

the privileges and rights of which they were in possession before the

arrival of the French.
Answer. Every article of merchandize, whether in the town of

Alexandria, or OB board the vessels that are in the ports, shall be pro-

visionally at the disposition of the Allied Powers, but subject to such

definitive regulation as may be determined by established usage and

the law of nations. Private merchants shall be at liberty to accom-

pany the French army, or they may remain in the country in security.

Art. XI. None of the inhabitants of Egypt, jor of any other nation

or religion, shall be called to an account for their conduct during
the period of the French troops having been in the country, particu-

larly for having taken up arms in their favour, or having been em-

ployed by them.

Answer. Granted.
Art. XII. The troops, and all others who may be embarked with

them, shall be fed during their passage, and until their arrival at

France, at the expence of the Allied Powers, and conformably to the

rules of the French navy. The Allied Powers, shall supply every tiling

that may be necessary for the embarkation..
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Answer. The troops and all others who may be embarked with
them, shall he fed during their passage, and until their arrival ir>

France, at the expence of the Allied Powers, according to the usage
established in the marine of England,

Art, XIII. The Consuls, and all other public agents of the several

powers in alliance with the French Republic, shall continue in the

enjoyment of all the privileges and rights which are granted by civi-

lized nations to diplomatic agents. Their property, and all their effefts

and papers shall be respected and placed under the protection of the
Allied Powers. They shall be at liberty to retire or to remain as they
may think fit.

Answer. The Consuls and all other public agents of the powers
in alliance with the French Republic, shall be at liberty to remain or
to retire as they may judge fit. Their property and effefts of any
kind, together with their papers, shall be preserved for them, provided
they conduct themselves with loyalty, and conformably to the law of
nations.

Art. XIV. The sick who may be judged by the Medical Staff

of the Army to be in a state for removal shall be embarked at the same
rime with the Army, upon hospital ships properly furnished with

medicines, provisions, and every other store that may be necessary for

their situation ; and they shall be attended by French surgeons,
Thofe of the sick who may be in a condition to undertake the voyage
shall be delivered over to the care and humanity of the Allied Powers.
French physicians and other medical assistance shall be left for their

care, to be maintained at the expence of the Allied Powers, who
shall send them to France as soon as their state of health may per-
mit, together with any thing belonging to them, in the same manner as
has been proposed for the rest of the Army.
Answer. Granted. The ships destined for hospitals shaH be

prepared for the reception of those who may fall sick during the pas-

sage. The Medical Staff of the two Armies (hall concert together
in what manner to dispose of those of the sick who, having conia-

gious disorders, ought not to have communication with the others.

Art. XV. Horse transports for conveying sixty horses, with every

thing necessary for their subsistence during the passage, (hall be
furni?hed.

Anfwer. Granted.
Ait. XVI. The individuals composing the Institute of Egypt and

the Commission of Arts, shall carry with them all the papers, plans,

memoirs, collections of natural history, and all the monuments of.

art and antiquity collected by them in Fgypt.
Answer.-^! he Members of the Institute may carry with them all

the instruments of arts and science which they have brought from

France, but the Arabian manuscripts, the (tatues and other collec-

tions which have been made for the French .Republic, shall be con-

sidered as public property, and subject to the diipofal of the Generals,

of the Combined Army.
General Jiope having declared, in confequence of fome obfervations

of the Commander in Chief of the French Army, that he could make
no alteration in this Article, it has been agreed that a reference

thereupon should be made to the Commander in Chief of the Com-
bined Army.

Art. XVil. The vessels which shall be employed in conveying the

French and Auxiliary Army, as well as the different persons who shall

accompany it, sh^il be escorted by ships of war belonging to the

Allied Powers, who formally engage that they shall not, in any man-

ner, be molested during their voyage ;
the safety of such of thele
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vessels as may be separated by stress of weather, or other accidents,
shall be guaranteed by the Generals of the Allied Forces : the vessels

conveying the French Army shall not, under any pretence, touch at

any other than the French coast, except in cafe of absolute necessity.
Answer. Granted. The Commander in Chief of the French Army

entering into a reciprocal engagement that none of thete vessels shall

be moksted during their stay in France, or on their return 5
he equally

engiging that they shall be furnished with every thing which may be

necessary, according to the constant practice
of European Powers.

Art. XVIII. At the time 'of giving up the camps and forts ac-

cording to the terms of the third Article, the prisoners in Egypt shall

be respectively given up on both sides.

Answer. Granted.
Art. XIX. Commissaries shall be named to receive the artillery

of the place and of the forts, stores, magazines, plans, and other
articles that the French leave to the Allied Powers, and lists and in-
ventories shall be made out, signed by the Commissaries of the different

Powers, according as the forts and magazines shall be given up to the
Allied Powers.

Answer. Granted. Provided that all the plans of the City and
Forts of Alexandria, as well as all maps of the country, shall be deli-

vered up to the English Commissary. The batteries, cisterns, and
other public buildings, shall also be given up in the condition in,

which they actually are.

Art. XX. A passport shall be granted to a French armed vessel, in
order to convey to Toulon, immediately after the camps and forts

before mentioned shall be given up, Officers charged by the Commander
n Chief to carry to hi& Government the present Capitulation.
Answer. Granted. But if it is a French vessel, it shall not be armed.
Ait. XXI. On giving up the camps and forts mentioned in the

preceding Articles, hostages shall be given on both sides, in order to

guarantee the execution of the present Treaty. They shall be chosen
from among the Officers ofrank in the respective

armies : namely, four
from the French army, two from the British troops, and two from the

troops of the Sublime Porte. The four French hostages (hall be em-
barked on board the English ship commanding the squadron, and
the four British and Turkish hoftages on board one of the vessels

which shall carry the Commander in Chief, or the Lieutenant Generals.

They shall all be reciprocally delivered up on their arrival in France.
Answer. There shall be placed in the hands of the Commander in

Chief of the French army four Officers of rank as hostages, namely,
one Officer of the navy, one Officer of the British army, and two Offi-

cers of the Turkish army. The Commander in Chief shall, in liks

manner, place in the hands of the Commander in Chief of the British

army four Officers of rank. The hostages shall be restored on both
sides at the period of the embarkation.

Art. XXII. Ifany difficulties should arise during the execution of

*he present Capitulation, they {hall be amicably settled by the Com-
missaries of the Armies.
Answer. Granted.

(Signed) KEITH, Admiral.

(Signed) J. HELY HUTCHINSON, Lieutenant -General,

Commanding in Chief.

(Signed) HVSSEIN, Capitan Pacha.

(Signed) ABDOULLAHY JACQUES FRANCOIS MEKOV,
General in Chief of the French Army,

(A true Copy.)
'

,

JAMES KEMPT, Lieutenant Colonel and Secretary.
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SIR, Camp, We^t of Alexandria, August 25.

Capt. Cochrane, with seven sloops of war, having entered into

the western harbour of Alexandria on tbs evening of the zist instant,
and anchored on my left flank, I immediately determined to move
forward, and take as advanced a position near the town of Alexandria
as prudence and security would permit.
The necessary arrangements having been made in the morning of

the zad, the troops advanced against the enemy, who was strongly

posted upon a ridge of high hills, having his right flank, fecured by
two heavy guns, and his left by two batteries containing three more,
with many field-pieces placed in the intervals of his line.

The army moved through the sandhills in three columns, the

Guards forming two upon the right near the Lake, and Major Gene-
ral Ludlow's brigade tire third upon the left, having the first battalion

of the a7th regiment in advance j Major General Finch's brigade com-

posed a referve, and was destined to give its support wherever it

might be required.
In this manner, having our field artillery with the advanced guard,

the troops continued to move forward with the greatest coolness and

regularity, under a very heavy fire of cannon and small arms, forcing
the enemy to retreat constantly before them, and driving them to their

present position within the walls of Alexandria.

Major Generals Ludlow, Earl of Cavan, and Finch, upon this, as

upon all other occasions, have given me all possible fupport, and de^

serve every commendation for the precision and regularity with which

they led on their respective columns.
The exertions of the Captains commanding the ships of war upon

our left, and the Officers commanding the gun-boats upon our right,
were attended with the best effect

;
their continued and unremitting

fire kept the enemy in check.

To Captain Cochrane I feel extremely obliged, for his zeal and corw
stant readiness to afford every assistance in his power. Captain Ste-

venson, who commanded the gun-boats upon the lake, also calls for

joy earnest approbation of his conduct.
Permit me, Sir, to repeat to you the intrepid and gallant behaviour

of the whole of the troops during the affair of yesterday, which lasted

from six until ten o'clock in the morning. Their bravery was only

equalled by the cool and regular manner in which they advanced
\inder a severe and heavy cannonade. Happy am I to add, that our
loss is only trifling, when compared to the advantages we have gained,
and the difficulties we had to surmount, in a country, which, at every

step afforded the enejpny the means of making the most desperate re-

sistance.

The loss of the enemy must have been considerably greater than
eurs. Jt is impossible for me to ascertain the numbers.. Seven piece*
of heavy ordnance were left behind by the French in the hurry of their

retreat, and have fallen into our hands.

I feel much indebted to Lieut. Col. Duncan, Quarter-Master Gene-

ral, for his judicious arrangements, and for his conduct during the

whole of yesterday ;
he deserves my sincere thanks.

Enclosed I have the honour to transmit a return of the killed and

wounded, &c. I have the honour to be &c.

(Signed) EVKE COOTE, Major-General.

(A true Copy.) ,, rti^^-iX. 10

JAMES KEMPT, Lieutenant-Colonel and Secretary.
Ta Lieutenant-Central tie Hon. Sir J. Hely Hiitchinson, Off.

[The remainder of this Gazette consists only of some proceedings of tie

Arm\ prior to the surrender ol Alexandria, and lit ot" the killed and wounjefi

belonging to, the, ^r^.|
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STATE PAPERS,

PRELIMINARY ARTICLES OF PEACE
Bt*-~jueen bis BRITANNIC MAJESTY and the FRENCH REPUBLIC, signet

at London (in English and Freucb) the ist of October* 1801
j

the %tk
yendemairetyear 10 of the French Republic.

{Published by Authority.]

"IS Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain

__. and Ireland, and the First Consul of the French Republic, in

the name of the French People, being animated with an equal desire

of putting an end to the calamities of a destructive war, and of re-estab-

lishing union and good understanding between the two countries,
b ive named for this purpose ; namely, his Britannic Majesty, th

Right Honu Robert Banks Jenkinson, commonly called Lord Hawkes-
bury, one of his Britannic Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council,*
and his Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs

;
and the First

Consul of the French Republic, in the name of the French People,
Citizen Lewis William Otto, Commissary for the Exchange of French
Prisoners in England, who, after having duly communicated to each
other their full powers, in good form, have agreed on the following
Preliminary Articles :

Art. I. As soon as the Preliminaries shall be signed and ratified,

sincere friendship shall be re-established between his Britannic Ma-

jesty and the French Republic, by sea and by land, in all parts of the
M-orld j and in order that all hostilities may cease immediately between,
the two Poiwers, and between them and their Allies respectively, the

necessary instructions shall be sent with the utmost dispatch to the

Commanders of the sea and land forces of the respective States, and
each of the Contracting Parties engages to grant passports, and every
facility requisite to accelerate the arrival, and ensure the executioa
of these orders. It is further agreed, that all conquests which nuy
have been made by either of the Contracting Parlies from the other,
or from their respective Allies, subsequently to the ratification of the

present Preliminaries, shall be considered as of no effect, and shall be

faithfully comprehended in the restitutions to be made after the rati-

fication of the Definitive Treaty.
Art. II. His Britannic Majesty shall restore to the French Repub-

lic and her Allies, namely, to his Catholic Majesty, and to the Bara*
vian Republic, all the possessions and colonies occupied or conquered
by the English forces in the course of the present war, with the ex-

ception of the island of Trinidad, and the Dutch possessions in the

fclandof Ceylon, of which island and possessions his Britannic Ma-
jesty reserves to himself full and entire sovereignty.

Art. III. The port of the Cape of Good Hope shall be open to the

commerce and navigation of the two Contracting Parties, who shall

enjy therein the same advantages.
Art. IV, The island of Malta, with its dependencies, shall -be

evacuated by the troops of his Bjitannic Majesty, and restored to the

Order of St. John of Jerusalem. For the purpose of rendering this

island completely independent of either of the tvrq Contracting
Parties, it shall be placed under the guarantee and protection of *

third Power, to be agreed upon in the Definitive Treaty.
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Art. V. Egypt shall be restored to the Sublime Porte, wtiose terri-

tories and possessions shall be preserved entire, such as they existed

previously to the present war.

Art. VI. The territories and possessions of her Most Faithful Ma-
jesty shall likewise be preserved entire.

Art. VII. The French forces shall evacuate the kingdom of Naples
and the Roman territory. The English forces shall in like manner
evacuate Porto Ferrajo, and generally all the ports and islands which

they may occupy in the Mediterranean, or in the Adriatic.

Art. VIII. The Republic of the Seven Islands shall be acknowledged
by the French Republic.

Art. IX. The evacuations, cessions, and restitutions, stipulated for

by the present Preliminary Articles, shall take place in Europe within
one month

; in the continent and seas of America and Africa, within

three months -

t and in the continent and seas of Asia, within six

months after the ratification of the Definitive Treaty.
Art. X. The prisoners made respectively shall, immediately after

the exchange of the Definitive Treaty, all be restored, and without

ransom, on paying reciprocally the debts which they may have indi-

vidually contracted. Discussions having arisen respecting the pay-
ment for the maintenance of prisoners of war, the Contracting
Powers reserve this question to be settled by the Definitive Treaty
according to the Law of Nations, and in conformity to established

usage.
Art. XI. in order to prevent all causes of complaint and dispute

which may arise on account of prizes which may be made at sea after

the signature of the Preliminary Articles, it is reciprocally agreed,
that the vessels and effefts which m^y be taken in the British Channel
and in the North Seas, after the space of twelve days, to be computed
from the exchange of the ratifications of the present Preliminary
Articles, shall be restored on each side

;
that the term shall be one

month from the British Channel and the North Seas, as far as the

Canary Islands inclusively, whether in the Ocean or in the Mediterra-
nean ; two months from the said Canary Islands as far as the Equator ;

and lastly, five months in all parts of the world, without any excep*
tion, or anymore particular description of time or place.

Art. XII. All sequestrations imposed by either of the Parties on
the funded property, revenues, or debts, of any description, belong,
ing to either of the Contracting Powers, or to their subjects or

citizens shall be taken off immediately after the signature of the De-
finitive Treaty. The decision of all claims brought forward by
individuals of the one country against individuals of the other for

private rights, debts, property, or etfefts whatsoever, which, according
to received usages, and the Law of Nations, ought to revive at the

period of Peace, shall be heard and decided before the competent
tribunals ; and in all cases prompt and ample justice shall be ad-

ministered in the countries where the claims are made. It is agreed,
moreover, that this article, immediately after the ratification of the

Definitive Treaty, shall apply to the Allies of the Contracting Parties

and to the individuals of the respective nations, upon the condition of
a just reciprocity.

Art. XIII. With respeft to the fisheries on the coasts of the island

of Newfoundland, and of the .islands adjacent, and in the Gulph of t.

Lawrence, the tWo Parties have agreed to restore them to the same

footing on which they were before the present war, reserving to them-
selves the power of making, in the Definitive Treaty, such arrange-
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srhents as Shall appear just and reciprocally useful, art order td place the

fishing of the two nations on the most proper footing for the main-
tenance of peace.

Art. XIV- In a^l cases of restitution agreed upon by the present

Treaty, the fortifications shall be delivered up in the state in which

they may be at the time of the signature of the present Treaty,
and all the works which shall have been constructed since the occupa*
tion shall remain untouched.

Jt is further agreed, that in all the cases of cession stipulated in the

present Treaty, there shall be allowed to the inhabitants, of whatever
condition or nation they may be, a term of three years 3 to be computed
from the notification of the Definitive Treaty of Peace, for the purpose
of disposing of their properties, acquired and possessed either before
or during the present war ; in the which term of three years they may
Jbave the free exercise of their religion and enjoyment of their pro-
perty.

The same privilege shall be granted in the countries restored, to all

those who shall have made therein any establishments whatsoever

during the time when those countries were in the possession of Great
Britain.

With respeft to the other inhabitants of the countries restored or

ceded, it is agreed, that none of them shall be prosecuted, disturbed,
or molested in their persons or properties, under any pretext, on ac-

count of their conduct or political opinions, or of their attachment to

cither of the two Powers, nor on any other account, except that of
debts contracted to individuals, or on account of a&s posterior to the

Definitive Treaty.
Art. XV. The present Preliminary Articles shall be ratified, and

the ratifications exchanged at London, in the space of fifteen days for

all delay j and immediately after their ratification, Plenipotentiaries
shall be named on each side, who shall repair to Amiens, for the pur-

pose of concluding a Definitive Treaty of Peace in concert with the

Allies of the Contracting Parties.

In witness whereof, We the Undersigned, Plenipotentiaries of his

Britannic Majesty, and Of the First Consul of the French Republic,

fcy virtue of our respe#*
ve full powers, have signed the present Pre-

^iminary Articles, and V^ve caused our seals to be put thereto.

Done at Londh, the ist day of Oftober 180;, the jth Ven
dfmiaire, year 10 of the French Republic.

HAWKESBURY. (L.S.)
OTTO.

BY THE KING.
-. ffVi if *'~i a, :J> -

:

5g
:

,-* ,'it^
'

A PROCLAMATION*

J)fflarin% tie Cessation of Arms, as well by Sea as Land, agreed upon be-

tween bis Majesty and the French Republic, arid -enjoining the Qbservanct

thereof.

GEORGE R.

WHEREAS preliminaries For restoring peace between Us and the

French Republic were signed at London on the first day of this inst.

October, by the Plenipotentiary of Ue, and by the Plenipotentiary of

the French Republic >. and whereas, for the putting an end to the

calamities of war, as soon and as far as may be possible, it hath been

.agreed between Us, and the French Republic, as follows : thai is to-

flfeUVI. x x
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say, that as soon as the
preliminaries shall be signed and ratified,

friendship should be established between Us and the French Republic,
by sea and land, in, all parts of the world, and that all hostilities should
cease immediately ; and in order to prevent all causes of complaint and
dispute which might arise on account of prizes which might be made
at sea, after the signature of the Preliminary Articles, it has been also

reciprocally agreed, that the vessels and effects which might be taken
in the British Channel and in the North Seas, after the space of
twelve days, to be computed from the exchange of the ratification of
the Preliminary Articles, should be restored on each side : that the
term should be one month from the British Channel and the North
Seas, as far as the Canary Islands inclusively, whether in the Ocean or
in the Mediterranean ;

two months from the said Canary Islands as

fur as the equator ; and lastly, five months in all other parts of the

world, without any exception, or any more particular description of
time or place : and whereas the ratifications of the said Preliminary
Articles between Us and the French Republic were exchanged by the

respective Plenipotentiaries of Us and the French Republic, on the

tenth day of this inst. October, from which day the several term*
above mentioned of twelve days, of one month, of two months, and
five months are to be computed. And whereas it is our royal will

and pleasure, that the cessation of hostilities between Us and the
French Republic should be agreeable to the several epochs fixed be-

tween Us and the French Republic, we have thought fit, by and with
the advice of our Privy Council, to notify the same to all our loving
subjects j and we do -declare, that our royal will and pleasure is, and
we do hereby strictly charge and command all our Officers both at

sea and land, and all other our subjects whatsoever, to forbear all acts

of hostility, either by sea or .land, against the French Republic, and
their allies, their vassals or subjefts, from and after the respective
times above mentioned, and under the penalty of incurring our highest

displeasure.
Given at our Court at Windsor the twelfth day of this inst.

October, in the forty-first year of our reign, and in the

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and one.

GOD SAVE THE KING.

At the Court at Windsor, the izthof October 1801, present the King's
Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

HIS Majesty in Council was this day pleased to declare and order j

that, for the convenience and security of the commerce of his loving
subjects, during the cessation of arms notified by his royal proclama-
tion of this day's date, passes will be delivered, as soon as they can be

interchanged, to such of his subjects as shall desire the same, for their

chips, goods, merchandizes, and effects, they duly observing th

several acts of Parliament which are or may be in force.

W. FAWKENER,
*r-<^*

At the Court at Windsor, the i^th of Oftober 1801. Present, th*

King's Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

WHEREAS his Majesty was pleased by his order in Council, of

the twenty-first of May last, to direct that the several bounties therein

mentioned, should continue to be paid to every able and ordinary
Kaican, and able-bodied laiidraan, who should voluntarily enter
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themselves to serve in his Majesty's Navy, on or before the thirty first

day of this instant October
;
and also that the reward therein men-

tioned for discovering able and ordinary seamen who should secrete

themselves, should likewise continue to be paid to any person who
should discover such seamen, so that such seamen should be taken,
for his Majesty's service

j
his Majesty having this day ta^en the said

order into consideration, is pleased, by and with the advice of his

Privy Council, to declare, that the said bounties and rewards shall
from henceforth ceas, determine, and be no longer paid or payable,
any thing therein contained to the contrary notwithstanding ; whereof
all persons concerned are to take notice and govern themselves ao
ordinglr.

W. FAWKENER.

; . HIS MAJESTY'S SPEECH
TO

THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT,
ON OPENING THE SESSION OCTOBER 29, l8oi.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

I HAVE the satisfaction to acquaint you, that the important Negocia-
tions in which I was engaged at the close of the last Session of Parlia-

ment, are -brought to a favourable conclusion. The differences with
the Northern Powers have been adjusted by a Convention with the Em-
peror of Russia, to which the Kings of Denmark and Sweden have ex-

pressed their readiness to accede. The essential rights
for which we

contended are thereby secured, and provision is made that the exercise

of them shall be attended with as little molestation as possible to the

subjects of the Contracting Parties.

Preliminaries of Peace have also been ratified between me and the

French Republic ;
and I trust that this important arrangement, whilst

it manifests the justice and moderation of my views, will also be found
conducive to the substantial interests of this country, and honourable
to the British character.

Copies of these papers shall forthwith be laid before you, and I

earnestly hope that the transactions to which they refer, will meet with

the approbation of my Parliament.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,
I have directed such estimates to be prepared for the various demands

of the-public service, as appear to me to be best adapted to the situation

in which we are now placed. It is painful to me to reflect, that pro.
vision cannot be made for defraying the expences which must unavoid-

ably be continued for a time in different parts of the world, and for

maintaining an adequate peace establishment, without large additional

supplies. You may, however, be assured, that all possible attention

shall be paid to such economical arrangements as may not be incon-

sistent with the great object of effectually providing for the security of
all my dominions. ,

My Lords and Gentlemen,
1 cannot sufficiently describe the gratification and comfort I derive

from the relief which the bounty of divine Providence has afforded to

my people, by the abundant produce of the late harvest. In contem

plating the situation of the country at this important conjuncture, it i*

impossible for me to refrain frem expressing the deep sense I entertain



of the temper nnd fortitude which have been manifested by all
des-crij*.

tions of my faithful subjects, under the various and complicated dif-

ficulties with which they have had to contend.

^he distinguished valour and eminent services of my forces by sea

arvlland, which at no period have been surpassed j
the unprecedented

exertions of the Militia and Fencibles, and the zeal and perseverance of
the Yeomanry and Volunteer Corps of Cavalry and Infantry, are entitled

to my warmest acknowledgments : And I am persuaded that you will

join with me in reflecting with peculiar satisfaction on the naval and

military operations of the last campaign, and on the successful and glo-
rious issue of the expedition to Egypt, which has been marked through-
out by achievements, tending in their consequences, and by their ex-

ample, to produce lasting advantages and honour to this country.
It is my first wish and most fervent prayer, that my People may ex-

perience the reward they have so well merited, in a full enjoyment of
the blessings of Peace, m a progressive increase of the national com-
merce, credit, and resources, and above all, in the undisturbed pos-
session of their religion, laws, and liberties, under the safeguard and

protection of that Constitution, which it has been the great object of
all our efforts to preserve, and which it is our most sacred duty to t^aris*

mit unimpaired to our descendants.

MONTHLY REGISTER
OF

6ENERAL OBSERVATIONS FOR OCTOBER.

period which has elapsed since our Observations for September
is full of momentous events, that immediately interest our Naval

Readers.

The most leading occurrence that has taken plaee, has been the

signing of Preliminaries of PEACE between this Country and the

French Republic. The great importance of this event, as happy as

it was unexpected, has created the most lively joy in every British

bjsom. A war of nine years, the most signal and destructive that

has for many centuries occurred, but at the same time a war in

which the BRITISH NAVY has arrived at the highest pinnack of
glory,

is at length brought to a close., and those inveterate quarrels termi-

i ated, the effects of which have been more or less felt in every quarter
of the globe.

Under the head State" Papers we have inserted at length the Pre-

liminary Articles of the Peace, to which we refer our Readers. Also
a Proclamation for the suspension of hostilities.. On the Definitive

Treaty being signed, a number of our ships will be paid off, conse-

seqnently their gallant crews will return (with the heartfelt satisfaction

of having been eminently serviceable to their country) to the bosoms
of their relatives and friends, to enjoy comforts they have been so

long strangers to.

'

It may be considered extremely fortunate for the country, that,

pending the Negociation of this TREATY, by which the supremacy
<?f our Marine is maintained in all its dignifying splendour, thert
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should have presided over her NAVAL COUNCILS, a MARINER, and
a STATESMAN, so well enabled to appreciate her maritime strength*
and who consequently would be the last man to suffer it to be shorn

by an insidious or aspiring foe ! An humiliating reduction of this
our National Bulwark was at first demanded by the enemy $ but it was
resisted with becoming indignation by a declaration, that " this was a
SOVEREIGNTY too rightful and sacred to be touched upon, or discussed

by any foreign Power whatever !** It was natural to expert that such
would have been the manly policy of a ST. VINCENT, for the mainten-
ance of that NAVY which his own professional heroism had so in-
creased and exalted ! and the sentiment was too truly BR;TISH not to-

receive the unanimous adoption of the whole Cabinet.

Accounts have been received of the war in Egypt being terminated

by the surrender of ALEXANDRIA to the British and Turkish forces :

in the preceding pages
are inserted the Articles of Capitulation, which

(although they principally relate to the army) we have been induced to

give, as our gallant sailors have been so eminently serviceable in that

quarter of the globe, not only on their proper element the SEA,, but
also on shore, under the command of Sir SIDNEY SMITH.

SHIPS LAUNCHED.
Ofl. 13. A Launch took place from the dock-jard at Woolwich, of

a new 74 gun ship, called 'The Plantagenet. This ship was built upon
a plan furnished by Admiral Gambier, when one of the Lords of the

Admiralty, and is considered by judges of Naval Architecture, to be
of singularly find mold, and exquisite proportions. She is upon a

large scale, but without a poop, so that at a distance at sea she may pass
for a large frigate. The launch took place at half past one. The
ceremony of throwing the bottle and christening her was performed
by Commissioner HARTWELL of the Navy Board ;

and she went off

very finely, amidst the huzzas of a vast crowd of admiring spectators.

Otf. 24. A most beautiful West Indiaman, of 300 tons, was
launched at the dock-yard of Mr. PARR, Cockside, Plymouth. Many
hundred spectators were assembled at the launch, which was a very
fine ne. After the ship was safely moored, Mr. PARR, gave his

friends an elegant cold collation, where the heallh of their Majesties,
the Royal Family, and prosperity to the town of Plymouth, and au
increase of its trade dunng Peace, were drank with three cheers.

CAPTURE OF THE COURIER FRENCH FRIGATE.

By a letter received from an Officer on board the Phoenix frigate, Cap-
tain HALSTED, we learn, that the Courier French frigate, of 44 guns,
and 356 men, laden with stores and ammunition, for the Illandof Elba,
is captured by the Pomone, Capt. GOWER, on the 3d of August last,

after a sharp contest of ten minutes, in which the Pomone had her boat-

swain and marine officer (Mr. DOUGLAS) killed, and several of her
crew wounded. The Pomone is one of a squadron of frigates, com-
manded by that aclive officer Captain HALSTED, consisting of the

Phoenix, Pearl, and Pomone, which are stationed off Elba, to prevent the

enemy from throwing supplies into the garrison of Porto Ferrajo^ in

which they have been very successful.
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fefj Court of #DmiraItp.

BEFORE SIR WILLIAM SCOTT, JUDGE.

AMELIA, DANISH NEUTRAL SHIP.

THE Amelia, a Danish neutral ship, laden with timber, had a con-
siderable time since been captured by an English frigate, as she wa>

steering in a direction for Toulon. She endeavoured to avoid being
intercepted by the English frigate, and afterwards made some opposi-
tion to a Lieutenant's coming on board to examine her cargo and pa-

pers. It appearing that her cargo was ship-timber, and her papers not

altogether regular, she was taken possession of and carried to Leghorn,
where the captain protested against the legality of the capture, and of-

fered to produce documents to prove his neutrality ; and that although
he was bound to a French port, it was not to Toulon. The ship, with

these papers on board, was sent to Corsica, then in possession of tfcc

English, and the papers were delivered to the Commissioners for Prizes.

In consequence of the evacuation of Bastia by the English, and the

confusion naturally produced by so sudden an event, the papers were

lost. The prize was then sent to England, and the ship and cargo sold

for the benefit of the captors. The evidence in support of the capture
consisted of such of the crew of the frigate as took possession of her,

and examined her papers and the nature of her cargo. The claimants,

on the other hand, contended, that the timber consisted of Danish fir,

which was as applicable to the building of houses as ships ; that the

cargo was not destined for the French dock-yard at Toulon, but was

proceeding to Hieres, to be employed for other purposes; that the pa-

pers, which had been lost either through the negligence or misfortune

of the captors, would, if produced, have proved these fafts > and

therefore, that further time ought to be given to the claimants to sup-

ply the want of them by other proof. It appeared, however, that this

cause had long been in agitation, and that ample time had been allowed

the claimants to have obtained further proof j but that they had failed

in bringing it forward.

Sir William Scott delivered his judgment at great length : He oh

served, that there must be some limits to the continuance of causes of
this nature ;

That the claimants had had sufficient time granted them for

that purpose, and still there was no other evidence before the Court but

what had been adduced on the part of the captorst The first objeft to

which he had directed his attention was the destination of the ship :

the captors had sworn she was sailing within three points of the port of

Toulon, and was manifestly proceeding to that place. In answer to

this, a variety of nautical arguments had been urged to prove that,

from the description of the captors, as to her course, she could not

have been steering for Toulon, but for the Hieres. He was not suffi-

ciently acquainted with the science of navigation to judge whether such

arguments were founded in truth
$
hut he certainly did not think they

ought to weigh against the positive oaths of the captors, alleging that her

destination was evidently for Toulon. The net question was with re-

gard to the cargo, which was proved by the captors to have been ship-

timber; this, he had no hesitation in saying was contraband, and con-

sidering it as such, he should have little regarded whether it was going
to Toulon or to Hieres, from whence it might easily have been con-

veyed to the former plaee. The facl: of its not being contraband rested

pn the bare assertion of the claimants, and was not verified by such- proof

35 was admissible. Considering, therefore, that the ship and cargo
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had been destined for Toulon, that the cargo was contraband, and that
a sufficient delay had already been allowed the claimants to have sup-
plied the want of the ship's papers alleged to have been lost at Corsica,
he thought himself justified in making an end of the suit, by declaring
both ship and cargo lawful prizes.

CAPTURE OF L'ADELE FRENCH PRIVATEER.

THE following particulars of the capture of the French privatee
L?Adelet Citizen N. Surcouf,.by the Albatross sloop of war, in the Indian
seas, are related in a letter from an Officer on board tli latter :

Off Port de Galle we spoke a Danish vessel, which informed us that
the Confiance and Malartic were committing great depredations on our
commerce in the Bay. We crowded all sail, and the winds being
favourable in general, we had got as far to the northward as iS. 30. N.
about three quarters past midnight on the isth, at which time we
perceived a strange sail to windward, whose manoeuvres soon gave
us reason to suppose her to be an enemy, and which, being a brig, we
imagined to be the Malartic. The Albatross was immediately cleared

foracYion, and tacked with an intention of standing up for the enemy,
who soon, after was perceived bearing down on us. The night was

very dark and cloudy, with light variable winds. Both vessels care-

fully concealed their lights not the least glimpse couid be seen oi

board of either. Passing to windward on the contrary tack, he wore,
and hauled up under our lee quarter within half a pistol shot, at the

same time firing-two guns to bring us to. Suspefting that it might
be his Majesty's armed vessel Mongoose, we hailed to know

;
and wera

answered, "
ISAdele, a French privateer -heave to, lower your topsails

down, and send your boat on board." To which Captaiu Waller re-

plied,
"

Yes, we will be on board very soon," and giving orders to

fire, the Albatross's broadside was immediately discharged at him, and
it was instantly returned. He was then upon our our lee beam ; but
after some manoeuvring got upon our weather one, and which we did

ot take any pains to prevent, as we could easily perceive his intentiou

was to board, a circumstance we rather wished than dreaded, being very
well prepared to receive him. After nearly half an hour's aftion, he
laid us alongside, discharged his broadside, and attempted to board us

in the smoke ; but no sooner did they attempt it, than our 4. ilors thrust

them back with the point of the bayonet and boarding-pikes. Captain
'Waller observing one of the Frenchmen mounting, our main rigging,
.thrust a boarding-pike into 'his breast, and he immediately fell back-
ward into the, privateer. They now began to fly from their quarters,
and our people were eager to bdard in their turn; for which purpose
several gallant fellows attempted to lash his bowsprit to our main rig-

ging ;
but the ship's pitching carried away the lashings, and in spite of

every effort on our part to prevent it, he dropped astern, made all the

sail "he could, and run for it
; being now pretty well convinced that he

had not a harmless merchantman to deal with. We made all sail in

chase, and had the satisfaction to find that we gained fast upon the

enemy. In about half an hour both vessels laid each other alongside as

it were by mutual consent, discharging their broadsides into one ano-

ther at a time when the muzzles of the guns touched. Several were
killed and wounded on both sides, and considerable damage done j buC

nothing could now damp the courage of our sailors, and they wers'

bearding in all parts, when the Frenchman hailed for quarter, struck,
and was taken possession of. by Mr. Lambert, first Lieutenant gf the

Albatross.
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FUNERAL OF CAPTAIN PARKER.
THE remains of this brave Officer were interred in the chapel bury*

ing ground, at Deal, the zjth ult. with all the honours due to his

rank and distinguished character as an Officer. Lord Nelson was

visibly affected during the ceremony. The following was the order
of procession observed :

The ships in the Downs, under the command of Lord Nelson, had

pendants half-mast high, yards reversed.
t twelve o'clock at noon, minute guns from the Amazon and the

Shore alternately.
Two hundred of the Derbyshire Regiment, arms reversed.

Military Band,
With drums muffled and tied with crape, playing the Dead March.

Chaplain of the Overyssel.
Captain Bazely Captain Sutton.

Admiral Lutwidge's"! ,, KV -
XT ^ T Admiral Nelfon'i

Secretary. ! J
Mr' ^wrence, N.

O.) Secretary^
Six Officers of the Amazon, two and two.

Mr. Boyce, Rev. Mr. Brandon, Dr. Beard.

Mutes.

\3f
US !' '.'J

Mourners,
Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson Admiral Lutwidge.

Lord George Cavendish.
. Officers of the Army and Navy, chequered two and two.

Midshipmen, two and two.
Pilots.

Mr. Covell Mr. Yawkins.
Servants.
^,x-

THB death of Captain Parker must be lamented by the nation at

large, as the loss of a most promising and able Officer
; but to those who

had the happiness of his acquaintance, it must be the subject of deep
and lasting affliction. On his professional merits it is needless to

enlarge to have been raised to the rank of Master *nd Commander
when scarcely twenty one years old

j
to have been distinguished at

this early age in the naval annals of England, in its most illustrious

aera ; and, above all, to have been transmitted to posterity as " the

good and gallant friend and able assistant" of the greatest of our
Na-val Heroes, are tacts which speak more powerfully than panegyric-
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But the frustration of those hopes, which so brilliant an outset in the
race of glory had so justly inspired, is not the principal source of the
'affliction of his friends

; to a spirit ardent in the pursuit of honour,
to undaunted tourage, and to active and unwearied perseverance in

the acquirement of the knowledge and discharge of the duties of his

profession, he joined a generous and unsuspecting openness of heart,
an artless and engiging courtesy of manners, a warmth of benevolence
and fidelity in friendship, which made him as amiable, as the more

shining virtues of his character gave hopes he would be great. The
singular mildness of his temper was most strongly proved in the last.

weeks of his life
;
when it not only enabled him to sustain, with

exemplary fortitude and resignation, the torments of a most painful
wound, but for a time allayed the violence of his fever, and even

promised wholly to avert the blow, which at length fell on his friends

the heavier from being delayed.
,^,^>

THE following is an account of the curious experiment for lifting

ships in dock to put in a new keel, which was lately tried for the first

time on the Canopus, of 84. guns, in Plymouth Dock, by Mr. SIBBINS,
the builder's first assistant : *By means of wedges driven against the
blocks on each side the keel, and the use of the catapulta, or battering
ram, applied to them, the blocks are forced out much easier and with
less danger. Fewer shores are required to support the ship, which
also -strains less, and hangs as it were in slings ; by this simple opera-
tion forty men in twelve hours can perform as much work as used to

take, on the old principle, 300 men three days ; although some ships,
in the old method of knocking out the blocks under the kepi, have
settled from eight to ten inches, the Canopus only settled, one-

quarter of an inch by this new method. A numerous concourse of
artists and others attended to see the experiment tried on the Cauopus,
and were perfectly satisfied with its usefulness and simplicity.

Courts;

PORTSMOUTH, SEPT. 25.

A COURT Martial was held on board the Gladiator, in tin? harbour,
On Mr. ROBERT WELCH, Surgeon of the Dutch ship De Rujtcr, in his

Majesty's
1

service, at the request of SAMUEL MARK HOLLIDAY, First

Lieutenant of the said ship, for treating him with contempt, and dis-

obedience of orders.

Rear-Admiral HOLLOWAY, President.

M. GRTHAM, EMJ. jtuige Advbcate.

The charges were in no part proved, but found frivolous and

-yexatious j
and he was acquitted accordingly.

Sept. 30. A Court-Martial was held, on board the same slip, for the

trial of JOSEPH WILLIAMSON, THOMAS OXFORD,' JOHN DANIEL,
ROBERT PHILLIPS, and CHARLES TURNER, seamen belonging to his

Majesty's ship Glcnmare, for mutiny, and taking an oath not to pro-
teed to sea while the ship was commanded by Captain TALBOT.

Rear-Admiral HOLLOV/AY , President,

M. GREETHAM, Esq. Judge-Advocate.

The charges being proved against JOSEPH WILLIAMSON, and
THOMAS OXFOR.D, the Court adjudged them to snffer pfath ;

and not

being proved against JOHN DANIEL, RCB-ERT PKI^UP'S, aud. CHARLES
TVKNER, they were acquitted.

VI. T y
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Q8. 8. JOSEPH WILLIAMSON, was executed on board the Glenmore

frigate, at Spithcad, agreeable to his sentence. THOMAS OXFORD,
who received the same sentence, was respited during his Majesty's

pleasure.

SHEERNESS, OCTOBER 2.

A Court-Martial was held on board his Majesty's frigate Narcisiut)
on the PILOT of the said ship, for getting her aground. After a long
hearing he was found guilty, and sentenced to be mulled of all his

pay, and to be imprisoned six months in the Marshalsea.

21. A Court-Martial was held on the PILOT of the Braak, for having
negligently ran her on shore, in coming to the Nore from Deptford
on the 2d inst. when the charges being proved, he was dismissed the

service as a Pilot, and raulcled of all his pay.

PLYMOUTH REPORT,
FROM SEPTEMBER 7 TO OCTOBER ^^t

Sept. 27. Arrived the French brig, La Cheodore, with .Sardines, captured
the loth inst. in -the Bay, by the Amelia, of 44 guns, Honourable Captain
Herbert ; she was one of a fleet of coasters, four others of which were captured

by the Amelia, and two brips in ballast : one of which is arrived. Came in

the Terrible, of 74 guns, Captain Fayerman, she went up the harbour to

undergo a thorough repaii, and will go into dock the next spring tide

28. Wind S. W. Clondy. By letters from Martinique, dated July 28, it

appears, that the Leviathan, of 74 guns, Vice-Admiral Duckworth, was to sail

on a cru:e to windward during the hurricane months. The Donnegal, of

84 guns, Captain Shortland, and Hercule, of 84 guns, Captain l.uke; are to

be completed from the crews of the smaller armed vessels of war. During
the last cruise of the Magnificent, of 74 guns, a seaman and mdshipman fell

overboard, the seaman sunk and never rose again, but the life buoy being
caught of hold by the midshipman, he watfortunately saved.

20,. Wind S. W. Cloudy. The Sound this day was quite clear of men
of war. Last night it blew a hard jjale of wind at .S. E. but the men of

war in Cawsand Lay rode it out very well. Accounts from the Squadron off

Fochefort, dated the 25th inst. state, that Commodore Fellew was cruising otF

that Port with 4 sail of the lino, and 2 frigates, all well. Remain in Cawsand

Bay the Formidable, of 98 guns, Glory, of 98; Donnegal, of 84; L'Her-
cule; 84; Terrible, of 74 ; iMars, of 74; and Magnificent, of 74.

30. Wind S. W. Rain. This morning an express arrived from the Ad-
miralty, to Admiral Sir Thomas Paisley, Bart. Letters from the Determined,
of Z4guns, Captain Searle, dated ajth July, off Alexandria, state, that she had
on her last cruise fallen in with, and captured an armed ship of 10 guns, and
'60 men, with }~,<?ool. in specie, to pay Mcnou's Army; this loss will be

Severely felt by the French.

08. i. Wind S. W. fair. The Commissioners of the Navy, yesterday
accompanied by Mr. 1'enn. King's Pilot, made an accurate survey of Cawsand

Bay, it is said it is in contemplation of Government to have a Pier constru&cd
from Fenlee Point to the S. E. port of the Bay, which if fr could be accom-

plished would be a great security trt the men of war in Cawsand Bay, and

moorings for. 40 ships could there be laid down with ease Went into the

Sound, the Revolutionaire, of 44 guns, Captain Twysden. Captain Seymour
it appointed to the Belleisle, of 84 guns, v-:: Captain Domett, appointed flag-

CHptain to the channel fleet
; Captain Seymour sailed this day in the Stork, of

i:. guns, to join the fleet.

2. Wi.nd N. W. Fair. Came in the Danish brig Ameotta, Captain Mut-
lion, from Riga, with flax lot Pcrrol, detained by the ship Lady Charlotte
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Ueutenant Morri^ she-waj'jocm set free and proceeded on her voyage Cams
io^he TVmeraire, of 98 guns, Rear-Admirai. Campbell, and Namur, of 9? guns,
Hon-.Capt De Gourey.frotn, the Channel fleetjleft them all well last Wednesday.

3. Wind N. W. Rain. Came in the Danish ship Admiral Tordenshield,

Captain Larson, from Prum^.rwith naval stores for the Dock-yard; and ths

Cambrian, of 4^ guns, Honourable Captain Legge, from Portsmouth. Sailed
trie Donnegal, of 84 guns, Captain Sir R. Strachan, Bart, to join the Channsi
fleet with a fleet of victuallers carrying bullocks and vegetables,

u. 4. Wind N. W. Rain. Sailed the Revolutionaire, of 44 guns, Captain
Twysden, on a cruise; and the Fanny, cf 14 guns, Lieutenant Frisscll, to the
westward with dispatches. This morning at nine o'clock the mail coach came

through the town decorated with lapreh, and the mail coach man, guard, and

horses, with blue and geld favors, on delivery of the Extraordinary Gazette of

PEACE with France ; the greatest joy pervaded all ranks of people, the royal
standard and union flag was hoisted, and all the merchants of different nation*

displayed their colours in the pool and harbour.

5. Wind variable, much rain. On Admiral Sir Thomas Paisley'." sending

topics of the extraordinary gazette on board the prison ships in liamoaze,
the most frantic joy prevailed among the prisoners on board

;
even the con-

valescent prisoners got out of their hammocks, and danced between deck*.

Went down into the Sound, the Oiseau, of 44 guns, and fcirius, of 36 g'-if*,

Captain King.

6. Wind S.W. Fair. Sailed for the West Indies with dispatches, the Wi~-
Medon armed schooner, Lieutenant Paul, she goes to the Western Islands, and

from thence to Curacoa, &c. J.ast night there were grand illuminations. ;it

ijtonehouse, Royal Hospital, and the Marine Barracks, on the approach ot

Peace. Sailed to join the Channel Heet, the Formidable, of 98 guns, Captaifl
Grindall.

7. WindS. W. Rain. Sailed to join the Channel Fleet, the Magnificent,
of 74 guns Came in from off Havre, the Lapwing, of 38 guns, Captain Ro-

theram, she left the squadron at Guernsey all well the jth instant ;
also from a

Jong cruise off the Black Rocks and Rochefort, the Fisgard, of 4$ guns-, Cap-
tain T. B Martin; she went up the harbour directly.

8. Wind S. W. Rain. Went into the Sound, La Dedaigneuse, of 44 guns
Captain Pierrepoint. This day the Captains of the Channel fleet forbid their

new cabin furniture on account of the approach of peace. Letters from the

Pomone, of 40 guns, dated Minorca, state her having in company with the

Phceix, of 44 guns, fallen in with, and captured La Courier, of 44 guns, after

a running fight of 22 minutes, in which La Courier lost all her masts. Letters

received from the Ci)dej of 44 guns, dated off Havre, state, that there had been

Co movement whatever for several days in that port.

9. Wind S. W. Rain. In consequence of the Peace with France a bonfire

was exhibited on the Hoe, composed of 800 large barrels of tar, oil, pitch. &x.

with faggots and firewood, 60 feet high, and 240 in circumference, it had a

grand effect, though it rained incessantly, and blew an hurricane; there was

also a general illumination, and the men of war in Cawsand Bay had up their

top lights, and threw up signal rockets and blue lights, which were answered

from the Hoe. Came in the Ville de Paris, of no guns, Captain Seymour,
the

Honourable Admiral Cornwallis had shifted his flag to the Bellcisle, of 84

guns, and took with him Captain Domett and his Officers.

10. Wind S. E. Rain.- This day the Dasher, of 18 guns, Captain Tpbin,

*as paid off, and her crew turned over to the Cambridge flag-ship in Ha-

xnoaze ;
the assistant surgeons of Mill Prison were also this day discharged by

Dr. Blane ; orders came down also to pay off several of the hired craft and

flotilla of gun-boats; the hired tendera as they arrive are to, he detained at this,

port till further orders, to carry to their respective ports the seamen as they arc

paid oil".

1 1. Wind S. E. Fair. Came in from Morlaix, the Betsey Cartel, Singleton;

he left it orify yesterday nlorningt oh Friday Morlaix wa illuminated on tte
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receipt of the ratification of the preliminaries of peace between England and

France, beintr received from Paris by telegraph. Came in with a convoy from
the Downs, the Fanny armed brig-, Lieutenant Frissell. Went into Barnpool,
to overhaul her &ails and rigging, the Jrisgard, of 48 guns, Captain T- B.

Martin.

;oj[*. Wind S. E. Fair. Captain Towry was this day appointed to the Cam-
brian, of 44 guns, vite Captain Legge, absent on leave. Shis day the Glory,
of 98 guns, Captain Wells, was paid and sailed to join the Channel fleet.

This morning the mail coach brought the gazette with the ratification of the

preliminaries of peace, covered with laurels and flags; the populace saluted it

with nine cheers, took out the horses and drew through the town towards dock
amidst the acclamations of thousands of people.

13. Wind S W- Fair Ordew came down this day for the recruiting

parties of the Plymouth Division of Marines to be called in directly. Yesterday
in a squall of wind off Devil's point, the cutter of the Fisgard, of 48 guns, going
off with fresh beef, overset and the midshipman and crew were nearly drowned,
but a shore boat picked them up, and towed the cutter ashore, when the boat's

Crew baled htr out, launched her with three cheers, and got safe with their

beef on hoard the Pitgard. Came in from a long cruise, the Amelia, of 44

guns, Honourable Captain Herbert.

"S4- Wind variable, hard rain till 5 P. M. Came in La Juste, of 84 guns,

Captain Sir E. Nagle, Knt, from the Channel fleet By letters from the Sylph,
of 18 guns, Captain Dashwood, dated 1st October, off Cape Penas, it appears
that on the agth u!t she fell in with at dusk, a large French frigate, of 44 guns,
which she brought to aciion in the most gallant manner for two hours and
five minutes, obliging hex to sheer off; the Sylph too much damaged to follow

her. only one midshipman was wounde.d op hoard the Sylph; by neutrals Capt.
D. learnt that she was L'Artemise, of 44 guns, and 350 men, which she so

gallantly
beat off Cape Ortegal, about six weeks sin.ce on her passage from

Bourde ix to St. Andero, with money for the Trench army in Spain ;
she was now

returning to Boardeaux, during which period the Sylph had been refitted here

^nd sailed again for the coast of Spain on a cruise, when she fell in with her

former antagonist and beat her off a second time, although so inferior in force

to L'Artemise.

15. Wind N W. Hard rain. Last night was exhibited the grandest

spectacle, on the glorious news of peace, ever seen in the west of England,
The following corps assembled on the lines at Dock : the 29th regiment, ist

Devon, ad Royal Lancashire, ad Royal Surrey, Plymouth (or Prince, of

Waks's) Volunteers, Plymouth Blues, Langmead's Volunteers. Julian's Ran.

gers, Dock Volunteers, Dock Association, Seobill's Artillery> Stonehouse

Volunteers, with laurel in their cockades, in all jcoc men, under command of

Major-General Edgland; the Royal invalids assembled in the Citadel, the

Royal Artillery and Artificers were at the Citadel, East and West King,
Mount Wise, and the line batteries ; the Bedford regiment, and Cawsand

Artillery, were at Maker Height redoubts At seven o'clock a rocket was
thrown up from the main guard, when a bUze of artillery, from 220 pieces of

cannon, began, followed by a volley from all the corps, in honour of the

victorious army of Great Britain and Ireland in Egypt. A second discharge
of artillery .took place, followed by three xceilent_/>K dejoict from tht whole line ;

each lire was answered by thrt-e cheers from the i rench prisoners on board

se.ven prison, ships in iiamoaze The night being gloomy, the coup <feeil hid a

very iino, grand, and magnificent effe5t : the hills and hi>h grounds were lined

with thousands of spectators to witness the beautiful sight. Came in the Su-

\vaiTO\v, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Nicholson, from off Brest. Lieutenant

Nicholson was- sent in with a flag of truce to Admiral Villaret, and received

with the greatest politeness. He dined with the French Admiral, and the

Spanish Admiral Don Gravina. Madame Villaret presented Lieutenant

Nicholson with a morocco purse, having a bust of Bonaparte under a gU s, set

jn 'silver, esteemed a striking likeness. Admiral Villaret politely sent off a

of fruit to Admiral Cornwalii$, by the Suwarrgw. Thwe were 25 sail of
~' ''**" 1
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the line in Brest water, apparently ready for sea, amongst which were 6

^-deckers.
The forts at Brsst were lined with cannon, and every hundred

yards were furnace* for heating red hot shot.

16. Wind N. W, Fair. Went ashore on the rocks, at the Bears Head,
Catvvater, that beautiful Spanish packet, El Key Neptuno, purchased at ths
late prize salrs, for somi merchants in Glasgow, for 3 :5o-l. she was got
off a,t the flowing of the tide without much damage.

J '^. Wind S. \V. Hard rain. Came in the Rofcuste, of 74 guns, Captain

t:rvis,

from off Brest. The
pressgang' of Lieutenant John Newton, 41 years a

ieutenam in the Royal Navy, was this da/ paid off here and at Oregon ; it is

but justice to state, there never was a more orderly set of men than the seamen
and landmen belonging to Lieutenant N's rendezvous ; this gallant veteran has
raised for the naval service at this port nearly 3000 seamen and landmen, during
a period of nine years.

1 8. Wind S. W. Blows hard, and rain. Last night and this day, it blew an
hurricane at S. W. accompanied with a heavy sea, but towards evenine it

abated. By letters from the Doris, of 36 guns, Captain Halliday, dated off the

coast of Spain, it appears that Lieutenant Ross and 7 seamen in the cutter,

returning from a Spanish port with a flag of truce, were drowned, by the boat

Upsetting in a squall of wind ; Lieut. Ross was a good officer, and much
lamented by his captain, and ship's company*

19. Wind S. W. Blows hard. Mr. Whitford, Coroner for Devon, took an

inquest on the body of a seaman of the Amelia, of 44 guns, Honourable Captain
Herbert, who was desperatciy wounded by an accident of a loaded musket

going off, while the arnourer was cleaning it ; two more were wounded but

recovered, one other seaman, v/as killed on the 'spot, and was buried at seal

Verdict on the above seaman, who died at the Royal Hospital, Accidental

X>eat!>.

20. Wind S. W. Blows hard. Captain Ricketts was this day appointed
to the Yille de Paris, vice Captain Seymour resigned.

at. Wind N. W. Rain. Sailed the Namur, of 98 gnns, Honourable C<tpt.

De Courcy, to join the Channel fleet ; also the Ville de Paris, of 1 10 guns, L apt.

Ricketts. Mr. Whitford, Coroner for Devon, took an inquest on the body of a

aearaan, who fell from the main yard of the Ro) al George, of II guns, into a

Joaded barge, fra&ured his skull, and died at the Royal Hospital, Verdict

Accidental Death.

., 21. Wind S. W. Fair. Orders came down this day to the Victualling
Office, to discontinue sending any more bullocks to the fleet off Brest.

33. Wind N. W. Fair. Orders came down this day for 8 of the hired

armed vessels to strip for paying off when ordered. Came in the Admiral VI it-

ehcll, Lieutenant Derby, from a cruise off the coast of France; also a convoy
from the eastward. Went into the Sound, the !-rince, of 08 guns, Captain

Earl Northesk, she sailed for Torbay dire&ly; also from the Channel fleet,

the Ville de Parts, of 1 10 guns, Captain Ricketts..

24. Wind N. W. Fair. Went up the harbour, the Diamond, of 3 2 guns,

Captain Griffiths, to refit.

j. Wind N. W. Fair. This being the anniversary of his Majesty's acces-

sion to the throne, was observed as usual, with every mark of respect and

attention. Yesterday the Nimrod, of 20 guns, Rear Admiral Dacres, was paid

off, and the men turned over to the Cambridge, of 84 guns, Admiral Sir* T.

Paisley, Bart. Came in the Peggy tender, from Glasgow, with 50 new
raised men for the Navy. The gun boat flotilla, under command of

Captaii^
Hawker, are ordered here from the different creeks to be paid bff."

''

26. Wind N. W. Fair. This day embarked on board 4 transports for

Havre and Morlaix, 450 convalescent French prisoners, from the prison ships

in Hamoaze, the joy these poor fellows shewed on leaving the
prison ships wa

extreme, as some had been confined nearly seven years, owing to the great

balance of French prisoners in our favour during the whole of the war. Sailed

for Newfoundland, El Rey Neptuno, late Spanish packet.
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PORTSMOUTH REPORT,
'* SEPTEMBER Z6tO OCTOBER *4.

''&#/ z8. Arrived the Venerable, of 74 guns, Captain Hood; and the Rassel,
of 74 guns, Captain Cuming, from Sir J. Saumarez's squadron, off Cadiz.
Also the Tartar, of 36 guns, Captain Walker, from off Havre ; and the Glenr-

jnore, of 36 guns, Captain Talbot from Plymouth. Sailed the Mondovi sloop
ef war, Captain Duff, with dispatches for Egypt.

49* Arrived the Arethusa frigate, Captain Wolley, from Madeira.

30. Arrived the St. Antonio, of 74 guns, Hon. Captain Dundas ; and on

0<9 i. Arrived the Audacious, of 74 guns, Captain Peard, from Sir Jame*
Saumarez's squadron.

. Arrived the Fortunee frigate, Captain Lord A. Beauclert, from attend-

ing his Majestv at Weymouth; Acasta, of 36 guns, Captain Fellowes, from
the West Indies, last from the Downs ; and the Union cutter, Lieutenant

Howed, from a cruise.

3. Arrived the Wasp sloop of war, Captain Bullen, from a cruise ;
and the

Racoon, Captain Rathborne, with a smuggler, which she captured off Beachy
Head. Sailed the Union cutter, i.ieutenant Rowed, on a cruise.

5. Sailed the Barfleur, of 98 guns, Rear-Admiral Collingwood, Captain
Ommaney, to join the Channel Fleet ; Tartar, of 36 guns, Captain Walker, for

Cork, to take the trade from thence to Jamaica ;
and the Constance, of 24

guns, Captain Mudge, with General Count Viomenil and suite on board, for

Lisbon.

6. Arrived the Earl St. Vincent cutter, from the Downl^
7. Sailed the Wolverene, of 1 6 guns, Captain Wight, to join the squadron

off Havre.

8. Arrived the Beaver sloop of war, Captain Jones, from Cork ; and the

Escort gun-brig, Lieutenant Forbes, from Jersey. Sailed the Fortunce frigate,

Captain A. Lcauclerc, on a cruise.

9. Arrived the Empress Mary armed store-ship, from the Downs. She is

bound to the Cape of Good Hope, with stores. Sailed the Amphitrite, Dutch

frigate, Captain May, for Cork.

12. Arrived the Basilisk gun-brig, from a cruise off Marcou. Sailed the

JBeaver sloop of war, Captain Jones, on a cruise.

14. Arrived the Theseus, of 74 guns, Captain Bligh, from the Channel

Pleet.

16. Sailed the Sea Flower brig, Lieutenant Murray, for Jersey.

17. Arrived the Trent, of 36 guns, Captain sir Edward Hamilton, from a

cruise off St. Maloes; and the Wolverene, ot 16 guns, Captain Wight, with

dispatches from Havre de Giace. Sailed the Agressor gun-brig, with dispatches

for the Commanding Officer off Havre.

19. Sailed the Arethusa, of 38 guns, Captain Wolley, for Madeira ;
and the

Glenmore, of 36 guns, Captain : albot, for Cork.

3
"-fid: Sailed the following ships, with dispacches relative to the peace between

this country and France : the Lurydice, of 34 guns, Captain Bathurst, for the

ne.of ^.eod Hope/and the East Indies; Utik, of 18, Captain Canes, for

Admiral Sir C. i'ole's squadron, Gibraltar, Majorca. Minorca, and Egypt ;

Scontj qf 1 8,/Captain Dujican, for Newfoundland; Pelican, of 18, Captain

M'Klnie'yV for the West Indies ; Wasp, of 16, Captain Builen, for iviadeira,.

and the coast of Guinea; and the Earl St. Vincent 'cutter, Lieutenant Camp.
kell, with Mr Le .^esurier. Commi.sary-Gencral, for Hgypt. .; sgioaO .}l

21. Arrived the Amphion frigate, Captain Bennett, from Jamaica,

zz. Arrived the Maidstonc frigate, Captain Donelly, from a cruise off Havre;
and the Star sloop of war, Captain Gardner, from the Cape of Good Hope.
Sailed the Racoon sloop of war, Captain Rathborne, for Falmouth, to'collc&

the outward-bouiid Mediterranean convey.
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43. Sailed the Thalia, armed tnflute, Captain Muncur, for Cowes.

44. Arrived the Raven, of 16 guns, Captain Sannders, with a convoy from
the Downs. Sailed the Anson, of 44 guns, Captain Cracraft, and the Abund-
ance and Princess Mary, store-ships, with a convoy for the Mediterranean.

lpromotion0 anti appointments.

The Honourable Captain Legge, of the Cambrian, to the Centaur.

Captain Towry, to the Cambrian.

Captain M. Seymour, pro tetafore,
to the Belleisle.

Captain Domett, of the Belleisle, to be Flag- Captain of the Channel Fleet.

Captain Ricketts to the Ville de Paris.

The Honourable Captain Wodehouse, of the Brilliant, to the Isi.

Captain A. Mackenzie, to the Brilliant.

Captain Barrington Dacres, to the Utrecht.

Captain W. Duncan to the Scout sloop of war (late the Premier Consul),
fitting at Plymouth.

Captain E. J. Canes, to the Utile.

Captain William Parker, to his Majesty's ship the Helder.

Captain Cole, late of the Surinam, to the rank of Post Captain, and to the

Leviathan, Admiral Duckworth's flag ship.

Captain Shortland, to the Active, of 38 guns.

Captain Maling, to the Diana, of 38 guns.

Captain Ross Donnelly to the Narcissus, at Spithead.

Captain Richard Hussey to the Maidstone, at Spithead.

Captain S. Thesigerto the St. Albans, of 64 guns.

Captain Seymour to the Fir.guard, of 44 guns, in the room of Captain T. B,

Martin.

Captiin Murray to the Revolutionaire, of 44 guns.

Captain Tomlinson, who was struck off the list of Post Captains for making
a private signal on board the Lord Hawke private ship of war, ha, on accoustt

ci his very eminent services, been re-established.

Lieutenant James Baird, to the Beschermer, of 54 guns.

Lieutenant Towers, to the Cambrian, of 40 guns,

r Lieutenant Gilrnor to the St. Fiorenzo, of 40 guns.

Lieutenant Southcot to the Renard, of 20 guns.

Lieutenant G. Murray to the Utrecht (Dutch), of 62 gun*.

Lieutenant R. Miln to the Hercule.

Lieutenant Harvey, of the Ampliitritc, to the Isis.

Mr. Charles Geddy is made a Lieutenant, aod appointed to the Serpent, of

1 6 gun*.

Lieutenant Edward Corn, Fir>t Lieutenant of the Cambrian, to the rank of

Commander.

Mr. Charles Tyler is made a Lieutenant, and appointed to the Amcthjst.

Mr. David Nicols, Lieutenant, to-, .his Majesty's ship the Magkienno.
Mr. George Sowton, Lieutenant, to the Avenger. ii^-'

Mr. Wittiam Symocds, Lieutenant, to the Fleche.

Mr. Robert Howdon, Lieutenant of the. Daphac.
WfAVl -1*. ~"t \ 1A * \ r. -
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Mr. T. Dowrel, Lieutenant of the C*sar.

Mr. C. Termeog, Ljeutemast of the Kamvr,



548 MONTHLY R1G1STER OP NAVAL EVENTS*

Mr. John Jones, Lieutentsnt of the Cavnatic.

Captain Joseph Lambrecht, who was the senior Marine Officer at the battle

at Copenhagen, is promoted to the rank of Major in the army.

Mr- Wiikinsi formerly Purser of La Prompte, to the Mohdovi sloop of wan
Lieutenant Kromwich, of the Navy, is appointed Warden of his Majesty'*

dock- yaid. at Portsmouth.

MARRIAGES.
At Port Glasgow, Captain James Oeorge. of the Robust, to Miss Margaret

Barr, daughter of John Barrymerchant, Fort Glasgow.
In August last, at Strabane, Ireland, Captain Patterson, of the East Indi

ship Royal Charlotte, to Miss Rebecca Denny, of Strabane.

At JV'ary-lc-bone church, Mr Bolton, of Great Queen-street, to the only
daughter ofthe late John Carlton, Esq. of the Royal Navy.

OBITUARY.
The 6th ult. at the Hot Wells, Bristol, in the a$th year of his age, the Right

Hon. Lord Augustus Fitzroy, fourth son of his Grace the Duke of Grafton f

Post Captain in the Royal Navy, and late Commander of his Majesty's ship
L'Oiseau . He was an Officer of high character in his profession, and his death

may be justly considered as a real loss to the service.

The 4th inst. off the Eddystone, suddenly, Capt. Twysden, of the Rerolu-
tionaire.

At Jamaica, in August last, Captain Maughan, of his Majesty's ship Bonetta.

At the same place, W. Ross, Esq. late Commander of the Recovery schooner.

Likewise Mr. H. T. Usher, Midshipman of his Majesty's ship Ciree, and

Dr. Charks Stedman, of the Royal Navy.
Off. 14. Mr. Lang, Gunner of the Saint Antnine, ofd puns, in Portsmouth

harbour, to which- he was appointed, from a frigate, by Sir James Kaumarez ;

tut the Lords of the Admiralty refusing to confirm the appointment, and order*

ing him to rejoin his former ship, he immediately exclaimed,
"

It will break

my heart !*' and so poignantly was he affected by the disappointment, that he
died within two hours after. His loss is sincerely lamented by all hi* ship-

tr.atc*, as he was a brave, able, and adlive Officer.

19. At Hull, Captain John Brown, master of the Manchester, of that port,
and late of Stockton upon Tees. He had walked with a friend to view the

illumination, went home, and expired almost immediately.

Lieutenant John Irwin,_ aged 34 years, of his Majesty's ship Minotaur, lost

in the tender of that ship, supposed to have foundered with all the crew, in the

Mediterranean, when on a cruise; this Officer was a Lieutenant in the Victory
with Lord St- Vincent, on the I4th February, 1797, and commanded on the

forecastle: he also had the honour of being in his Majesty's ship Minotaur

at the battle of the Nile, when he was slightly wounded. He was a good sea*

man, an excellent Officer, and an upright man.

At his father's house, at Plymouth, after a long illness, from fatiirne and an

accident received on service in the Straits, Lieutenant B. Duroterville, of die

Royal Navy.

Lately, at Londonderry, Ireland, Lieutenant Samuel Gookon, of the Navy.

Mr. Joha Despard, Pvlidshipman, of a nervous fever, on board the San Josef,

off Brest.

Mr. Hawden, Master Porter of Portsmouth dock-yard. Ke held also die

tap, worth at least 8col. a year, which Earl St. Vincent h?s given to Mr.
Smith, Carpenter of the Vrtte de Paris. The situation of Porter, being con-

idered of great responsibility, is in future to be filled by a Navy Officer.

At Madras, East Indies, Caj tain James Darling, late of Edinburgh, Com-
tnaade. of the Sylph.
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CAPTAIN JOHN HUNTER,

Perseverance keeps honour bright ; to have done,
Is to hang quite out of fashion, like rusty mail

In monumental mockery : take the instant way.
For Honour travels in a strait so narrow,
Where one but goes abreast ; keep then the path*

.For Emulation hath a thousand sons,

That one by one pursue ; if you give way,
Or edge aside from the direft forthright,

Like to an entered tide, they all rush by,
And leave you hindmost. SHAKJPEAXZ.

HPHERE are few individuals whose exertions are more
beneficial to society, or whose labours are more arduous,

than those who devote their time and attention to the

painful task of reclaiming the unprofitable waste ; and by
dint of persevering industry convert the inhospitable wild,

the haunt of the shivering savage, into rich fields crowned

with smiling harvests, the chearful abode of social man, and

the busy mart of commerce and plenty.

The subject of this memoir was born at Leith, in Sep-

tember 1738 ; his father commanded a ship in the merchant

service for many years ; his mother was the only daughter of

J. Drummond, Esq. eldest brother of the late Provost Drum-

anond, of Edinburgh. Mr. Hunter having observed in his

son a desire for a maritime life, did not discourage these early

propensities to his entering into this dangerous though
honourable profession ; and being about undertaking a

voyage to the coast of Norway, he carried his son with him,

although at too early an age to acquire much knowledge of

maritime affairs, yet he thought it would serve to try hour

far a sea life might, after a short voyage, be really his choice.

On this first essay they had the misfortune of being ship-

wrecked on the coast of Norway, near a small fishing town,

jhe inhabitants of which flocked to the scene of distress ;

amongst them was a group of women, who, vrhcn our young

Slot. VL * z



sailor was landed from the wreck, being then a small delicate

boy, took him Up in their arms, and car'rled him home to

the house of an honest fisherman, where lie was taken great

care of, and put to bed between two 6"f the good man's

daughters, whose care and caresses he long remembered with

gratitude; his father until next day could not learn any in-

telligence of him, although he knew lie' had been saved from

the wreck; our youngster found himself so very comfortable

in his present quarters, that he did not express any impatience
to see his father.

Soon after their return to Scotland our juvenile adventurer

was sent to his uncle, Robert Hunter, then a merchant in

Lynn Regis, who, considering his nephew too young for any

particular profession, very prudently sent him again to

school in the town of Lynn. Here he became acquainted

with the celebrated Charles Burney, Doflor of Music, who

was then organist to the principal church in that town, and

from being much in his family, began to testify a desire

of being educated for the profession of music, but his uncle

would not consent to his following this propensity, although

so much the nephew's wish ; he, however, so far indulged the

youth's inclination as to permit his becoming a scholar for

a short time. He was at one period intended for the church,

having gone so far through his education at the schools in

Edinburgh as to have read the best Latin authors, and was

sent to the University of Aberdeen, but could not be pre-

vailed on to remain there. The early misfortune of ship-

wreck, so iiicident to a maritime life, did not abate his

ardour for naval pursuits, and finding the desire he enter-

tained for becoming an apprentice to Dr. Burney, was not

to be included, he expressed to his uncls a wish to embark

again on a sea life ; he was, therefore, recommended to

Captain Thomas Knackston, commanding his Majesty's

sloop Grampus, upon the Lynn station, and was received

oh board that ship as a Captain's servant in May,"1754.

Being- now sixteen years old, and. having acquired some ex*

perience in his former voyage to Norway, he was capable of
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occasionally doing duty before the mast as a topman, in

which station he was placed, on the Grampus being appointed

one of the convoy to attend his Majesty, King George II.

the last time he went to the Continent.

During his continuance in this ship, Mr. Hunter became a

very gieat favourite with a most capable seaman and Officer,

one of- the Midshipmen, a Mr. Allen, who pointed out to him.

the necessity of learning the art of navigation, and that this

being an essential part of the duties of a Sea Officer, if
'

"
t*3

'

ever he expected to arrive at the rank of one, he ought to

apply himself with ^reat assiduity to the study he had recom-

mended. Our young seaman, at all times eager in 'the

pursuit of knowle4ge, availed himself of this excellent advice,

and profiting by the kind promises of assistance which his

friend offered him, instantly set about this useful' and im-

portant study, and in a very short time had completely gone

through all the common rules of navigation, and soon con-,

vinced his teacher that he was desirous of going much,

deeper in mathematical pursuits than it was in his power to

lead him
; this Mr. Allen candidly confessed, but he recom-

mended to him the perusal of books on that subject ; in his

present situation, however, he had no opportunity of ac-

quiring books on that science, it was a period at which the

study of mathematics was not much attended to. In 1755, Mr.

Hunter was removed from the Grampus to the Centaur, of

24 guns, commanded by Captain William Brown *, in which

ship, although young, he. was in the capacity of an 'able

seaman, and did his duty before the mast, in one of the tops,

being light, atrive, and zealous ; after having served in this

station about fifteen months, his Captain called him from

the mast;-h^ad one day, from whence he had just sent down

the foretop gallant-yard, and inquired if he had any other

clothes. than his jacket and trowsers, to which he replied he

had; then, said the Captain,
"
you will take off your jacket

Thii was previous to the capture of the French ship of that name, of 74

gn,.



352 BIOGRAPHICAL Mlilrttt

and trowscrs, put on your other ck>tftcV*rn#&
as a Midshipman

*
; I have taken notice of your diligent and

aftivc conJuft some time pa?t/-and
s rW?l? l

3WyStt'il^V
continue to deserve my notice; v: This -:

1chSfigc
7 frsftaift6nV

in the same ship nv which -he had'sb 16ng lw?4 anfo'ngt ihe

seamen, our young mariner did hoi relisfi^fie
vriad :

'fV6 olK

je&ion to being promoted to the rank of Mi&sKipmaii In any
othef ship, but he feared that in the Centaur 'his Intimacy,
with the rest of the crew might in some degree affect his

authority; he, however, took his station on" the quarter-

deck as a Midshipman, and soon got the better of His fears

respecting a due obedience in the men to his authority ; his

situation now gave hirti more freqaent opportunities of'

following up his favourite studies of mathematics and dra
1*-'

ing, and we find him employing himself in construct-

ing an instrument for measuring inaccessible heights, for

he could not afford to purchase a quadrant, and amusing
himself in trying its truth, by ascertaining the length of the*

ship's masts above the deck, and in proving its corre&nes*

by real measurement.

In 1757, he was recommended to Admiral Knowles, who
received him as a Midshipman on board the Union, of 90

guns, then fitting at Chatham for his flag ; that hip pro-
ceeded to the Downs, where she continued some time as

flag- ship to Admiral Smith, and the Neptune being ap-

pointed at Spithead to carry the flag of Admiral Knowles,

Mr. Hunter was ordered to join her, and in this ship he

served as a Midshipman on the expedition against Rochefort,

when Admiral Knowles being the second in command, his

division was sent in against the batteries on the island of

Aix. After this service was terminated, Admiral Knowles

having struck his flag, our young Officer had new friends to

look for; but having no interest he continued in the Neptune
as Midshipman. This ship for some time bore the flag

of Admiral Holmes, and was afterwards a private ship, com- ^

.

* Uniforms were not at that time very common in th< Kirice,
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manded by Captain Qalbraithc, and employed in the fleet

Wider Lord Anson, cruising off Brest. In t?59 the flag

of Admiral Saunders was hoisted in the tyeptune, and his

Officers and followers were received on .board j.Qapt, B,.tjart-.

well, as the Admiral's Captain, succeeded Capt. Galbraitjje,

The vast numbers of young men who on {his, occasion

came upon the quarter-deck of the Njeptune ,,with viej^s, of.

promotion, left little hope of advancement to.Mr.,Hunter ^

he, however, continued in the ship, .and ser.ved ,-at the*

memorable reduction of Quebec in that year. In this ship,

Mr. Jervis, now Earl St. Vincent, was
c
the Admiral's First

Lieutenant * to him our sailor looked up, and hoped to have

made by his diligence a friend of, but promotion to the com-

mand ofa sU>0pofwav removed Mr. Jervis from the Neptune.
In February 1760, Mr. Hunter passed his examination at the

Navy Office for a Lieutenant, but not having any interest with

Adm. Saunders, who was now ordered to the Mediterranean, .

Mr* Hunter was removed, at his own request, before she sailed, .

into the Royal Ann at Spithead, in which was the flag of

Admiral Durell, to whom he was a little known ; and as the

Princess Amelia was the Admiral's proper shjp, Mr. Hunter

was sent to Plymouth tojoin her. Mr. Hunter was nokfro

his want of interest, deterred from perseverance j he had

acquired as great a share of professional knowledge as

to be found in the generality of young men at his time of

life, and trusted that by a diligent attention .to jthq,, jm.-,v .

provement of the share he now possessed, and to tbe.iiiqrease

of it on all the different duties of the profession, b^^ight .

hope in time to raise some friend sufficiently powerful

to serve him. Mr. Hunter now assiduously applied to the

study of every thing which appeared to be^onnqfte^sirtfh the,

duties of a Sea Officer, and soon
made^m^selkm^slp^

the theory of maritime surveying, and of
prafticjilasitrcyioniy

as connected with- 1 navigation. Mr. Hunter ,,also by dint

of diligent application became tolerably expert -in 'drawing

views, either on the land or water ; in short he attained that
i?^ 3in.) UdJ t* jwc *n
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degree of professional skill, which, joined to .a steady and-

unremitting attention to duty, obtained at length /.he great-

object of his hopes ; but we shall trace his progress from,

his present situation until he attained the rank which he

now holds. aattM' JWO*&Ta}:TirBAi^f*J.br

When the Princess Amelia ceased to be a flag-ship in the

fleet commanded by Sir Edward Hawke in Quiberon Bay, in,

1760, Mr. Hunter obtained a recommendation to that Ad-

miral, and was taken into the Royal George as a Midship-

man, where he continued until peace was restored. Here for

the present his hopes of gaining promotion in the Navy
were at an end, and he began to consider how he was irr

future to employ himself so as to provide a temporary sub-,

sistence. He wished to enter into the merchant service, but

in that as well as the Navy, interest was found necessary, and

he was so unfortunate as not to possess any. It is true he

Lad some promises of interest in that service, but they were

so faint and uncertain, that after having remained in Lon-

don, depending on them until his slender .finances were

nearly exhausted, he pushed off for Pprtsiuouth, in hopes he

might be received into some of the ships in commission at

that port. In this attempt he succeeded, and got on board

the Tweed frigate, commanded by the Hon. Captain T,

Percival, on the Newfoundland station; on this service he

became Master's Mate, and continued during the years 1764

and 1765. la 1766, his old Commander, Admiral Durell,

being appointed to the command of the fleet in North Ame-

rica, Mr. Hunter embarked again with him in the Launceston,

as Master's Mate ; as this Admiral was his particular friend,

hi prospers of advancement brightened, and he had at preT

sent some cause to be a little sanguine j his hopes were, how*

ever, but of short duration, they were clouded by the death

of the Admiral, which melancholy event took place three

days -after his arrival at Halifax. Immediately after; this

unfortunate circumstance Mr. Hunter was ordered into a

*naU ;schooner of twenty.two 4ons burthen, and directed

'.VI vd) rtoq^/ Jf^in -nit fu sio/fsc <~cn ,?ol;c z'-.lt 'i<& -^
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to carry Lord Colvill's dispatches to the Gulph of St. Law-

rence, in search of the senior Captain, the health of hi$

LOrdShip being such a* would not admit of his remaining in

his command until another successor should arrive from

England. On his return, the Launceston was ready for sea

and proceeded to the Virginia station. Mr. Hunter con-

tinued in that ship with Captain Cell, as Master's Mate, till

1767, when the situation of Master falling vacant, he was

directed by his Captain to do the duty, and in 1768, he

was confirmed in that appointment by a warrant from Com-
modore Hood, who was then Commander in Chief of the

fleet in North America.

^rThe Launceston returned to England in 1769, and was put
out ofcommission; Mr.-Hunter thought it proper now to un-

dergo an examination at the Trinity House, where he gave so

much satasfaftion to the Examiners, that they gave him a

qualification for a fourth-rate at once. He was soon after

this appointed to the Carysfort frigate, Captain William

Hay, ordered on the Jamaica station. In 1771, that ship
sailed from Port Royal for Pensacola, where she continued

about three months, during which time Mr. Hunter made

himself well acquainted with the pilotage of that harbour;

of which he made a chart ; when they left this port they

sailed for the Havannah, and entered that harbour, but were

not permitted to land; the Spaniards were at this time

carrying on some very extensive works on the high .ground

called the Cavannos : a circumstance of such consequence
did not escape the inquiring mind of Mr. Hunter; from the

mast head, dressed as a common seaman, he made drawing*

of every thing to be seen from that station, which drawings

he afterwards presented to Sir H. Palliscr, then Controller
of the Navy, who during his life-time duly appreciated Mr.

Hunter's talents. rianyeu&ra sibcrfw., tiiiiri/i sih\o

The Carysfort having a pilot from Jamaica for $htf.Glph

of Florida on board, the ship Was on her way through the

Gulph, a-nd owing to the perverseness, obstinacy, anxi igno-

rance of this pilot, run ashore in the night upon the Martyr
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Reefs, in that passage, where her situation was such as pro-
mised little chance of being able to save the ship, and on its

first appearance not much hope of preserving the lives of

the crew ; here all the exertion which could be made by

every experienced seaman in the ship became necessary, and

on this, as on every occasion where personal efforts or pro-
fessional skill could aid the public service, we find Mr.

Hunter very conspicuous ; for nine days and nights Captain

Hay was not in a bed, nor Mr. Hunter off the deckj the

masts were cut away, an anchor was carried out astern, and

in letting it go, the night being extremely dark, Mr.

Hunter's leg was caught in the bite of the cable, and brought
the anchor up, but the bone was not broke, and h was

ttill able to walk
-,
in cutting the main-mast away, his right

hand was lamed in such a manner as to deprive him of its

use for some time; but these misfortunes did not relax hia

ardour for the preservation of his Majesty's ship, a circum-

stance which, we believe, his Commander, who is still alive,

will readily acknowledge *. The ninth day after this acci-

dent the ship was got out from amongst those dangerous

reefs, through a very difficult and intricate passage, which

Mr. Hunter had buoyed, and was carried to sea under jury-

masts, with the loss of her guns, &c. they were no sooner

out of this danger than Mr. Hunter's great exertions occa-

sioned the rupture of a blood vessel in his lungs, which

discharged so great a quantity of blood as to induce the

surgeon to think he could not live more than two days ;

being, however, naturally of a good constitution, he sur-

mounted all these misfortunes.

The ship was carried to Charleston, South Carolina, re*

fitted, and thence went back to Jamaica; in 1772, she

returned to England, when the drawings of the Havannah,

and a view of the Bocha Chica, or entrance of the harbour

of Carthagena on the Main, having been, sent to the

William Hay, Esq. now ttacdt the Kvcoth on the list of Superannuated



Comptroller of the Navy, Mr. Hunter was removed to the

Intrepid-, under the command of Captain James Cranston,

thenYitting at Plymouth for the East Indies,' for which she

feiled in April, This distant voyage gave Mr. Hunter an

opportunity of extending his knowledge of practical astro*

nomy, in the
'

pursuit of which he was indefatigable, and

became a very useful assistant to his Captain, who was air

expert observer in the lunar method of ascertaining the

longitude; during his leisure time on this service he con-

tinued to follow a rule which he had long laid down for

himself, and which he considered an essential part of every
Sea Officer's duty, viz. that of making himself thoroughly

acquainted with the pilotage into every port or anchorage to

which he had access.

In 1775, the Intrepid returned to England and was paid

off, in the same year he was appointed Master of the Kent, of

74 guns, at the particular desire of Captain Jervis (now Earl

St. Vincent), who was then appointed to the command of

that ship, and who heard of and recollefted his old ship-

mate. The Kent proving defective, was soon put out of

commission, and in her stead the Foudroyant was c6fn-_

missioned for Captain Jervis, into which: ship-MiK Hunter

was removed, where he continued until Lord Howe was"

appointed to command the fleet in America, itr"1776; at this"

period an event took place which strongly- SrVdicates 'h'bvr

high the subjeft of our memoir stood in g^enerahestfrriatioiirf

some unknown friend having mentioned to' his Lo v
dship

that he considered Mr. 'Hunter as the most fit and proper

him as Master 'of^he Eajae,person he knew to accompany
the ship intended for the Admiral's flag ; in conscqaence o^
the character Lord' Howe had received of Mr. Hunter, the

latter was favoured with a letter from his Lordship, inviting

him to sail in the Eagle, to which he replied, lie should be

happy to have the honour of serving under his Lordships

command. Believing at this time, that as Captain Jervis was

in London, lie owe"3 this recommendation to his

mi vi. 3 A
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he wrote to him, expressing his obligation for the favour,

but was assured that he was unacquainted witli the circum-

stance until he received the information from Mr. Hunter;

Captain Jervis, however, with his usual attention to men of

merit, did not fail to wait on Lord Howe, and added his

friendly offices to th- se of Mr. Hunter's unknown patron.

During his employment in North America the field for the

exertion of every class of Officers was extensive, and in Mr.

Hunter's line so various, that to be minute would far

exceed the limits we can allow for this memoir. The

variety of duties he had to attend, were executed in a man-

ner so creditable to his zeal and abilities, that they were

highly approved, not only by the Admiral and his Captain,

but his merit was acknowledged by all the Officers in the

fleet employed on that difficult and fatiguing service. At

the attack of Philadelphia, when the army got possession

of that place, it became necessary to open the communication

with the fleet, which could not then approach higher into

the river Delaware than Chester ; such was the strength of

the different fortified banks of this river; the great key to

this communication was the island called Mud Island,

very strongly fortified, and so situated that ships of great

draught of water could not come near enough to al with

advantage. In order to surmount this obstacle a ship

was cut down, and fourteen twenty-four pounders mounted

upon her. Mr. Hunter was employed in examining a

channel through which the Americans had never ventured

any thing but pilot boats ; to this passage there was a bar ;

Mr. Hunter's skill, however, triumphed overall obstacles,

and although this perilous and difficult enterprize was

executed within musket shot of the enemy's centinels, who

continually annoyed them, he succeeded in buoying the

channel, carried the ship through, and on the day of

the attack of this island, she was laid within half a cable's

length of the fort, and enfiladed the whole line of guns.

The result of this snnguinary and obstinate contest, during

which Mr. Hunter recei'/ed a severe contusion on his
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shoulder that kept him lame for some time, is sufficiently

known from the history of those times Although this

object was attained, there were many difficulties to contend

with before the desired junction between the fleet and army
could be effected. Mr. Hunter was now employed in

sounding and examining for a passage through the Cheveaux

de Frise, which had been sunk to obstruct the navigation of

the river ; he succeeded, and buoyed it in so able a manner

that Captain Hammond (now Sir A. S. Hammond, Comp-
troller of the Navy), in the Roebuck, and seventy sail of

transports, went through and up to Philadelphia in one

flood tide. Previous to this service Mr. Hunter was equally

useful and successful in his exertions while the fleet was

sailing up the Chesapeak to the River Elk ;
in short, the

services which Mr. Hunter performed in the fleet on the

American station so firmly fixed him in the good opinion

of Lord Howe, that he always, until the death of that

great and good man, enjoyed the honour of his friend,

ship and patronage. It was Mr. Hunter's misfortune th^t

his Lordship had always believed his object was to become

the Master Attendant of a dock-yard, but his ambition was

promotion in the service ; his modesty, however, was such,

that conceiving the Admiral knew his wishes, he never

ventured to mention them himself, otherwise Lord Howe
was heard often to declare he would have promoted him

whilst the power was in his own hands. He returned to

England with his Lordship, and as the Eagle was soon

after ordered for the East Indies, he got superseded from her.

His patron, having struck his flag, retired to the country, and

Mr. Hunter applied to the Admiralty to-be made a Lieu-

tenant, in which he could not succeed, although he pro-

duced a certificate from Lord Howe, which he might

reasonably have supposed would, without any other interest,

have procured promotion to a higher rank than that of

Lieutenant ; such a testimony from so able a judge of

nautical merit, it was expeled would have carried much

weight with it. This certificate, after enumerating a
variety



360 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS

of particular services, amongst which was an account of

several of his Majesty's ships which had been ran ashore

from either the ignorance or design of the different pilots ;

they were all, however, got off again by the judgment and

ability of Mr. Hunter
;
some had their bottoms greatly

damaged ; this is a part ofhis public services at that particular

period, which will be in the recollection ofmost of theCaptains

serving in America under Lord Howe. The certificate also

mentions that those, although some of the most conspicuous,

are not the only essential services performed by Mr. John
Hunter during the time he was under his command in

North America, a very considerable saving in the public

cxpences by a judicious management, conversion, and issue

of the condemned stores intrusted to his care, deserve

particular notice ; after some other observations, it concludes

by saying,
" that from his knowledge and experience in

all the branches of his profession, he is justly entitled to the

character of a distinguished Officer." All this, though highly

flattering to Mr. Hunter, was of no other use to him at that

time. Several old Captains now applied to have him made

a Lieutenant into their respective ships, but ineffectually.

The Hon. Keith Stuart then invited him to embark as a

volunteer under his command in the Berwick ; to this gen-

tleman he was no otherwise known than by character ; he

accepted this obliging invitation, and was, during the cruise,

appointed, by Sir Charles Hardy, sixth Lieutenant of the

Union, and Captain Dalrymple wrote to the Admiralty for

his confirmation. Upon the return of the fleet to Spithead,

all whom the Admiral had appointed during the cruise were

confirmed, except Mr. Hunter. This circumstance appeared

so marked, that it was supposed to have proceeded from some

misunderstanding between the First Lord and Mr. Hunter's

patron. His friend Captain Stuart was much vexed and

disappointed at this treatment, and desired that he would

continue as a volunteer with him and that he had no doubt

of being able to obtain promotion for him. The Berwick

being soon after ordered as one of a squadron under the

4
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command of the Hon. Boyle Walsingham *, to reinforce the

fleet under Sir George Rodney in the West Indies ;
he pro-

ceeded in that ship, and from this Admiral received a

Lieutenant's commission for the Berwick ; when he went

to return his thanks to the Commander in Chief, Sir George

put him in mind that he had wished him to accept the

appointment of Master of the Sandwich with him when he

was ordered upon his present command (the Admiral did

before he left London send for Mr. Hunter and offered him

this appointment, which he declined, wishing to reserve him-

self for his patron Lord Howe), and that if he had accepted

it, he would probably have been a Captain at that time,

instead of now desiring a Lieutenant's commission, but that

he much approved his reasons for having declined his offer,

and that he admired him for his attachment to his Admiral.

Mr. Hunter continued with his friend Captain Stuart,

during his stay in the West Indies, and was in that dread-

ful hurricane in 1780, when the squadron commanded

by Admiral Rowley suffered so severely ; the Thunderer

foundered, and the Stirling Castle was cast away j by the loss

of the Thunderer Mr. Hunter had to regret a very warm

friend, in Commodore Walsingham, with whom he had

but lately made an acquaintance, and who took a par-

ticular interest in his advancement and welfare. In 1781,

the Berwick, from her sufferings in this hurricane, having

returned to England, Captain Stuart hoisted a broad

pendant, and commanded a small squadron cruising off the

islands of Shetland ; but was afterward directed to join the

fleet under the orders of Admiral Hyde Parker, in the North

* It may not be improper here to mention, that such was the opinion Com-

modore Walsingham had of Mr. Hunter's judgment, that whilst he lay whid-

bound in Torhay, Mr. Smeaton, the Civil Engineer, was sent by the Admiralty

to fix on a place for eri&ing the means of watering a fleet here with expedition,

and the Commodore was instructed to furnish him with an Officer capable of

affording: Mr. ^meaton the necessary information relative to what part of thj

bay was most proper for such purpose. The Commodore immediately ordered .\*r.

Hunter on this duty ; and Mr. Mneaton, when he had finished his plan, thanked

the Commodore for the able asjistant he had given him on that service.
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Sea, and who on the $th of August fell in with and engaged
the Dutch fleet on the Dogger Bank.

When Lord Howe hoisted his flag and took command
of the Grand Fleet in 1782, Mr. Hunter was appointed the

Admiral's third Lieutenant ; and at the time his Lordship
sailed to the relief of Gibraltar he had risen to be his First

Lieutenant, in the Victory. Soon after this event an aftion

took place between the combined fleets of France and Spain,

and the British squadron under the command of Lord Howe,
at the close of which, Lieutenant Hunter was promoted to

the rank of Master and Commander, and appointed to com-

mand the Spitfire fire-ship ; and on the arrival of the fleet

at Portsmouth, he was appointed by the Admiralty to the

command of the Marquis de Signally sloop of war. The

peace which took place shortly after this period, precluded

Captain Hunter from the attainment of further promotion;

but we find his friend and patron did not lose sight of him,

for in 1786, when ships were preparing to carry out con-

vits, and to establish a colony on the east coast of New
Holland (New South Wales], Captain Hunter was con-

sidered by Lord Howe, who then presided at the Admiralty

Board, as an Officer properly qualified for this distant and

difficult service j and he was appointed Second Captain

of the Sinus, under the command of Captain Arthur

Phillip, who was First Captain, and Governor of the

intended settlement. On this appointment Captain Hunter

received, by his Majesty's command, the rank of Post

Captain.

Captain Hunter had now accomplished the long wished-

for object of his ambition, and whoever will cast an eye

over the many and eventful scenes of his life, must acknow-

le.dge, it was the just though Jong-protra&ed reward due to

no ordinary talents, and no common perseverance ; few

Officers who have attained the rank of Post Captain, have

had the opportunity of rendering so many and such im-

portant services to their country, and seldom has an indi-

to
^tinano<f({6 sdi MQl'ot tracf avt blr/ow ti--
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vidual displayed greater zeal or more ability. Perhaps there

never was a more striking example of the utility of Sir

R. Estrange's maxim, Wait the seasons of Providence with

patience and -perseverance in the duties of your calling, what

difficulties soever you may encounter, than in the ultimate suc-

cess of Captain Hunter after the various disappointments he

had to encounter.

As the history of the colony of New South Wales has

long been made public, it is not necessary to detail any part

of it here, we shall only observe, that whilst Governor

Phillip was busily emploved, on their landing in that

country, in establishing rules and regulations for that order

and discipline so necessary to be kept amongst such a set

of characters as the settlement was composed of, Captain.

Hunter employed himself in examining and taking a survey
of the extensive harbour of Port Jackson, in which Captain

Phillip had established the seat of government; and in

determining its exact situation in latitude and longitude,

by a regular series of observations. On this service, the

distance from the mother country being so great, Govern-

ment had considered it proper to provide against accident,

from death or other cause, by sending out a dormant com-

mission, signed by his Majesty, in case of the government

falling vacant, and this commission was made out in the

name of Captain Hunter.

They landed at Port Jackson in January, 1788, and the

Governor ordered Captain Hunter to sail for the Cape of

Good Hope in the beginning of October ; this voyage he

performed round Cape Horn, returned from the Cape of

Good Hope with the ship full of such supplies as he had

been directed to purchase, and arrived on the 8th of May,

1789, at New South Wales: in this voyage he had com-

pletely circumnavigated the globe. During the voyage Capt.

Hunter displayed an instance of his usual perseverance : the

Sirius having sprung a leak a few hours after quitting Port

Jackson, the time and season was such, that to return and

repair would have been to lose the opportunity of perform-
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ing the voyage during the summer ; the pumps were, there-

fore, set to work, he persevered, and continued pumping

during the whole voyage. On their arrival at Port Jack-
son the ship underwent the necessary repairs, and in con-

quence of a probability of scarcity before supplies could

be obtained from England, the Governor came to the

resolution of sending a part of the inhabitants and military

to Norfolk Island *
; thereby dividing, in case of any distress,

the natural resources of both places amongst the whole

inhabitants ; for this purpose the Sirius was immediately

prepared j in her were embarked a part of the military, and

as many convicts as she could take on board ;
she made her

passage to that island in one week, and immediately landed

the people, although, from the surf breaking upon the shore,

with much difficulty. Captain Hunter had no sooner ac-

complished the disembarkation of the people, than bad

weather came on, and before he could get the provisions

landed, he was blown from the island, but recovered it again

in three days, ran close into the bay, and began to send

provisions on shore by the ship's boats
;

at this unfortunate

juncture, the wind shifted and blew dead into the bay, the

Sirius could not weather either extremity, and the sea rifing

on this change of wind, occafioned the ship constantly to

miss stays, and it being a bed of rocks of very unequal

depths, she was forced nearer every tack, and was at length,

after every means for her safety had been used, driven on the

covered reefs, where her bottom was soon beat out. None

of the crew were lost, although all were dragged on shore

through a tremendous surf, and a few were landed ap-

parently dead, but were recovered by the surgeons. The

Supply brig being off the island at the time, carried part

of the crew to Port Jackson, and Captain Hunter, the

First Lieutenant, Master, and a few of the Midshipmen, with

about ninety seamen, were left on Norfolk Island, where

they remained eleven months, part of the time in great
.-

* Norfolk Inland Her in latitude 29. z. S. longitude 168, 5. . of Greenwich.
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distress for want of food ; as soon as the Governor had a

vessel in his power, he sent for them. The Supply had

been dispatched to Batavia to charter a vessel, and load

her with provisions for the colony; she arrived, and was

again chartered by the Governor to carry Captain Hunter,
his Officers, and crew to Europe. He sailed on his return

liome in this vessel in March, 1791, having on board what

was considered a sufficient stock of provisions for a run to

Batavia of sixteen weeks, and 125 people. He took his route

northward, it being the commencement of the winter, and

passed through the channel that was discovered by Captain

Carteret, in the Swallow, and which divides New Britain from

New Ireland j went through the Strait of Macassar, and

after a passage of twenty six weeks, reached Batavia. The
vessel being foul sailed very ill, and they were unfortunately

troubled with tedious calms near the Line, and strong

easterly currents, which, with the shortness of their provi-

sions, occasioned their suffering much; they were compelled

to stop at two different islands in search of water, where

they were seriously attacked by the natives *. After receiving

such supplies as he required at Batavia, Captain Hunter

sailed through the Strait of Sunda, and touched at the Cape
of Good Hope and St. Helena ; he arrived at Portsmouth

in April, 1792, where the usual Court-Martial was held to

inquire into the cause of the loss of the ship. Captain

Hunter, his Officers, and crew, were honourably acquitted.
t

In his Historical Journal of the proceedings in that

Colony, published by .Stockdale, in the beginning of 1793,

he, from his own observation in passing along a particular

part of that coast, has anticipated the existonce of a strait

separating Vamjieman's Land from New Holland ; during

his command in tha.t colony he fitted out a small decked-

boat, put two very intelligent Officers on board her, gave

them written instructions for their proceedings, and sent

them to explore this unknown part ;
and they proved the

* Vide .Plate and Description, page 381,

mi vi. 3 B
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truth of his conjectures, by passing through this strait, and

completely circumnavigated Vandienian's Land.

Soon after this, his friend and patron having taken the

command of the fleet, and hoisted his flag on board the

Queen Charlotte, Captain Hunter solicited permission to

serve in that ship as a volunteer; in which siMation he

continued until Governor Phillip's ill-health occasioned

his resignation of the Government of New South Wales,

when Captain Hunter was appointed to succeed to the

Government of that distant colony, and sailed from England
in the beginning of 1795 ; his services there cannot be

detailed in this place, but we learn from those who have

lately visited the settlement, that its advancement to the

state of perfection which it now exhibits, has been chiefly

owing to his endeavours. He was succeeded in the Govern-

ment of New South Wales by Captain King, and re-

turned to England in 1801.

Capt. Hunter's travels into the interior of that immense

country, were, duringhis government, extensive and repeated ;

he considered it a material part of his duty to learr, as much

as possible of the face of it, and to what extent it might be

possible to carry the cultivation of the land with advantage.

The Governor communicated from time to time his observa-

tions to the Secretary of State, and suggested manv useful

regulations for reforming the various abuses and monopolies,

which were gaining ground in the colony, to its great

prejudice. We understand that it is the Governor's inten-

tion to publish these useful observations, together with his

temarks-on the causes of the colonial expence of the estab-

lishment of New South Wales, and the remedies proposed.

His suggestions for improving the police, the necessity

of .revising and altering the legislative code, and appointing
"

a judge and council, changing the forms in the courts of

law, admitting the trial by jury, and establishing the

bankrupt laws, Sec.: topics equally interesting and important,

which, while they pourtray the urbanity ofGovernor Hunter's
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mind, they nolessdevelope the soundest principles of justice

and policy; and as such they will, no doubt, be duly

appreciated by the public.

The man whose comprehensive naind pervades and directs

the efforts of a rising colony, has a task to accomplish of

uncommon difficulty ; added to the perils and privations he

participates in common with others, he has a thousand

vexations and anxieties, incident alone to his elevated station ;

his plans for the general good, perhaps, thwarted by the

avaricious views of individuals, and his mind harassed by
the perverseness of the unhappy beings whom he vainly

endeavours to render useful members of society ; nor when
his unremitting exertions have been crowned with success,

and the desert shore is changed into a flourishing settlement,

does the world always pay due acknowledgment to his efforts :

all are charmed with the beauties of the cultivated landscape,

but few justly appreciate the merits, genius, and perseverance,

of him, who has converted the howling wilderness into the

scene they view with delight and admiration.

If in reviewing the life of Captain Hunter, we meet with

none of those dazzling achievements, which, like passing

meteors, astonish an admiring world, his persevering efforts,

more useful than brilliant, will command the applause of

those best judges of naval merit, his brother Officers ; and

a careful perusal of the events recorded in these me-

moirs, will excite emulation, and give encouragement to

those who are entering on their career.

To modest merit, struggling under similar difficulties, it

will afford matter of consolation to refleft, that men of equal
abilities have met with the same obstructions, for, with

professional skill inferior to none, and acquired knowledge
which few Officers possess, Mr. Hunter, was twenty years

before he attained the rank of Lieutenant, And those who
are inclined to despond after a few years trial, may here find

an instance of the rewards that attend diligence and per-

eeverancern370D "*<



ti^tfi igg -I

'

ILLUSTRATIONS OF NAVAL HISTORY.

YTAVING been favoured by a correspondent, with a

copy of the original Instructions for the regulation of

the Navy Board, issued by the Duke of York in 1661, we

presume so interesting a document will not be unacceptable

to our readers. Some general observations on the state of

the Navy at that period we have also inserted, from the same

authority, and propose adding to it the alterations in the

Administration of that department, lately introduced by
order of the King in Council.

IMMEDIATELY after the restoration, King Charles the Second

turned his attention to the Naval power, committing the charge of ic

to his Royal Brother, James Duke of York, as Lord High Admiral

of England, who then caused the regulations after mentioned to be

drawn up, which have ever sirtce been a standing role to that office :

and so perfect in themselves, that it has Hot been thought requisite

to alter them until very lately.

King Charles the Second soon advanced it to a much better con-

dition than it had been in during the Usurpation ; and in the two

Dutch wars sufficiently made It appear that those people could not

look the English in the face at sea, if these would but be true to

themselves: for, had not some men been more fond of that nation

than of their own> Holland would never have been able to lift up its

head again.

After the said wars the naval affairs were still so well carried on,

that in the" year 1678 the Royal Navy was in a better state than had

ever before been known in England, for in four months time the king

could have fitted out eighty-three of his own ships of war and fire-

'

ships, completely furnished with six months sea stores; and there

\vere actually in 1679, seventy-six of them in pay carrying 12,000

men. Besides, there were at that time thirty capital ships building,

which, if things could have been canied on in the same manner, would

liave rendered the British marine power invincible.

But the confusions which ensued soon after that flourishing prospect

put a stop to its progress. The Admiralty was put into the hands of

Commissioners, who, during their five years administration, suffered

all things to run to ru'n, till the year 1684, King Charles having been

wade sensible of the behaviour of those Commissioners, took upo
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himself the management of the Royal Navy, assisted by his brother
the Duke of York.

The aforesaid Commissioners had brought the Navy to such a

miserable state in those five years, that at the time of their removal
there were but twenty, four ships of war at sea, none of them above a
fourth rate, and carrying only 3 o/o men. The ships in harbour, so

far out of repair, that the charge of only repairing, without any stores,

was computed at 120,000!.; all the stores in his Majesty's magazines,
not valued, at 5,000!. ; and the thirty new ships before mentioned,
which had never been ont of the harbour, were so rotten that their

planks were ready to drop into the water, and several of them in

danger of sinking at their moorings, and this notwithstanding there

had been 670,000!. expended for the building of them, which -was

170,000!. more than they had really cost, and that the Lord Treasurer

made it appear that 400,000!. had been paid yearly for the Navy.
Such had been the management of the aforesaid Commissioners

which King C.harle.s had undertaken to retrieve, but was prevented by-

death. His royal brother, King James, then ascended the throne,

'prosecuted what his predecessor had begun, and was as ill served as

the other had been. For, after 90,000!. paid to the Navy Officers

towatds repairing of the fleet, it was found to be in a worse condition

than it had been before the payment of that money. Hereupon his

Majesty resolved to put that affair into other hands, and accordingly

committed the same to Sir Andrew Dean, Sir John Berry, Mr. Hewer,

and Mr. Mitchell, assigning them 400,000!. a year for repairs, sea

stores, and all other naval expences.

These, it is to be observed, were new Commissioners added to the

old, of which Lord Falkland and Sir John Narborough, were to con-

tinue with them at the Board. The first of these two continuing

Treasurer'.

The first meeting of these Commissioners was in April 1686, when

they soon made known the weakness of the reasons aikdged for the

decay of the new built ships in so short a time, which were, i. Their

having been too hastily built ; and 2. Consisting of foreign plank

and timber. For as to the first, it appeared that the shortest time

any of them had continued upon the stocks had been nine months,

and some of them two or three years j whereas other men of war

.built before them, had been finished in six months, and always proved

good and sound. As to the second reason, it was found more pre-

postemus, because of the 3,500 loads of timber provided for those

*hips, not above 500 had been foreign growth. Bes'des, nine of the

most able builders in the kingdom gave it as their opinion, under their

hands to the King, that the foreign plank is more durable, and every
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way better for the building of large ships than the English. Thia

will startle many, who being so fond of their own country, imagine
it affords every thing better than any other part of the world for

building of ships. Whereas so many knowing men, who spoke not

upon notion, but experience, have so positively declared that the

plank brought* from Dantzic, Riga, &c. &c. of the growth of

Poland, Prussia, and Bohemia, does far exceed any of English growth j

and this declaration of so many able shipwrights was confirmed unani-

mously by the aforesaid Commissioners. Whereupon an order of Coun-

cil passed to authorize the Commissioners of the Navy, to contract

for foreign planks for the use of his Majesty's ships.

All diligence was then used in repairing the whole fleet, and putting
it into a condition to be serviceable on occasion. To which effeft

extraordinary quantities of sea stores were bought, so that the maga-
zines and yards were better provided for than they had been before.

No less care was taken for restoring of discipline at sea, and pre-

venting all sorts of disorders. And accordingly, in July 1686, hi

Majesty made a regulation to this effect.

1. That no Commander of any of his Majesty's ships should, for

the future, presume to take on board, or carry from one port to an-

other, any money, plate, bullion, jewels, or other merchandize, or

goods whatsoever, upon pain of being discharged from their present

employment, and rendered incapable of any for the future.

2. That none of them should carry any passengers, except subjecls

redeemed from slavery, shipwrecked, or taken at sea out of foreign

ships.

3. That. copies of all orders given at sea should be transmitted to

the Admiralty.

Sf.
That all Commanders of ships should send accounts of their

proceedings every time they put into port.

5th. That at the end of each voyage they should deliver in a book

containing a particular journal of all the time they had been abroad.

Lastly, His Majesty, of his own bounty, was pleased to augment
the allowance of Sea Commanders for encouraging them to do their

duty, in this manner, viz. The Commander of a first rate, his stand-

ing allowance as before, 273!. irs. and for victualling 12!. 33. 4d. ;

the addition made by his Majesty was 250!. a year for his table.

,
To the Captain of a second rate, whose allowance was 219!. beside*

'|zl. 33. 4d. for viftuafling, the King added 200!. a year,
iiijiii o*/?

Jd^ib ,_iY (>il Z'M t^u..
This idea has since been proved to be erroneous, and the oak timber the

Vth of this country, is acknowledged to be superior to any in the world.
'
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To the Captain of a third rate, whose allowance was 182!. beside*

the ial 33. 4d. for victualling, 166!. 53.

To the Captain of a fourth rate, before allowed 136!. los. with

the same as above for victualling, 124!. 55.

To a Captain of a fifth rate, before allowed 109!. ios. with the

victualling ?.s above, i ool.

And lastly, To a Captain of a sixth rate, before allowed giL and

victualling as above, 83!.
'' his without altering any thing of what had been before allowed

to Fbg-Officers. And for encouragement of such as were employed

against the infidels in Banbary, the King gave them the full benefit

of all the prizes they should take, hulls, furniture, lading, and slaves,

to be divided between the Commander or Commanders, and their

Officers, and companies.

Through the care and industry of the above named Commissioners,

and his Majesty's particular application, the fleet so decayed, as hat

been said before, was re-established in such a manner, that from an

ordinary summer guard, in less than two months, no less than ixty-

seven ships of war and fireships, were put to sea, besides tenders,

yachts, &c. whereof twelve were third, twenty-eight fourth, two

fifth, and five sixth rates, with twenty fireships. Besides, this whole

fleet was fully repaired, and a complete proportion of eight months

sea stores actually provided and left in distinct and proper repositories

for every ship so repaired. Besides, there was laid up in magazines
uch a further reserve for answering the general service of the Navy,

as amounted in eight species thereof only to ioo,oool. being all

foreign commodities, and of the highest importance, viz. hemp,

pitch, tar, rosin, canvas, iron, oil, and wood ; and more magazines
tre&ed for preserving of the said stores than had ever been before, by
all the Kings of England together. 3i,* v

, Nor is it fit to emit one of the greatest improvements then made,
which was to reduce the future maintenance of his Majesty's fleet at

sea, in their whole wear and tear, to no higher a charge than that of

twenty-two shillings a man per month, which was then also made

good, saving thereby to the Crown a vast expence. What has been

performed by the present Board of Admiralty must be deferred to .a

tter opportunity.

To conclude, I shall only mention what number of ship* the whole

Navy, whether at sea or in harbour, then consisted of, viz. nine first

rates, eleven second, thirty-nine third, forty-one fourth, two fifth

six sixth, three bomb-vessels, twenty-six fireships, six hoys, eight

bulks, three ketches, fifty-eight smacks, and fourteen yachts. Ju all

J 73 sail, carrying 42,003 men, and 6,930 guns
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NAVAL INSTRUCTIONS.

At the Court of White Hall, 4th July, 1660.

PRESENT,

The King's Most Excellent MAJESTY,

The Duke of York, Lord Viscount Say and Seal,

Duke of Glocester. Mr. Secretary Morris,

Lord Chamberlain, Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper,

Earl of Berkshire, Lord General Monk,

Lord Roberts, Lord Great Chamberlain,

Mr. Secretary Nicholas, Lord Leicester,

Lord Chancellor, Lord Wentworth,

Lord High Steward, Mr. Denzil Hoilis,

Earl of Southampton, Mr. Arthur Annesly.

Upon consideration of a report made by the Committee appointed

to consider of a paper given in by his Royal Highness the Duke of

York for the regulating vhe affairs of the Navy and Admiralty, this

day read at the Board,

It is ordered, by his Majesty sitting in Council, that his Royal

Highness do appoint and authorize John Lord Berkeley, Sir William

Penri, and Peter Pott, Esq. to be Commissioners for the Navy forth-

with, to assist and join Sir George Carteret, Treasurer and Comp-
troller, Sir William Ballen, Surveyor, and Samuel Pepys, Esq. Cleik,

principal Officers of the Navy, in the management of the affairs

thereof. And it is also ordered, by his Majesty, that his said Royal

Highness do revoke and annul the aiuhoiity by him granted to the

former Treasurer, Officers, and Commissioners of the Navy, requiring

them to aft no longer in those employments, and to cause all the

books, records, and papers, as also the several offices, furniture, and

necessaries that have lately been, and yet are employed by the said

Commissioners of the Navy, to be delivered into the hands of Samuel

Pepys, Esq. Clerk of the Afts, taking his acknowledgment for their

sufficient discharge. And it is further ordered by his Majesty, that

in case there be now remaining in the hands of Richard Hutchinson t

Esq. Treasurer of the Navy, any of his Majesty's treasure, paid to

him as Treasurer cs aforesaid, that he the said Richard Hutchinson,

do cause the same to be forthwith delivered into the hands of George

Carteret, now appointed Treasurer in his room, for which a receipt

under the hands of the said George Carteret, shall be unto him a

sufficient discharge, which sum or sums of money so by him delivered,

the said Officers and Commissioners of the Navy, now to be appointed

for the management pf the affairs thereof, are hereby required to. sec
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Charged on the front of the ledger books of the said Sir George Car-

teret, provided that nothing herein contained extend to the removing or

altering of the vi&ualling, but thai it continue in the same hands as

it is now till further orders.

Provided also, that Peter Pott, Esq. be not obliged to a continual

personal attendance jointly with the other Officers, but that his chief

care be employed at Chatham, the place of his residence.

And it is likewise ordered, by his Majesty sitting in Council, that

the orders of the 5 i st of May, and the zd of June last, whereby the

Commissioners of the Admiralty and Navy were empowered to a<fl as

formerly, be recalled, and that the s;iid Commissioners do forbear to

aft from henceforth in pursuance of the said order, but leave the

management of the affairs of the Navy to the Commissioners to be

appointed by his Royal Highness, in pursuance of this order. And
the said Commissioners are to cause all books and papers, as also the

several offices and furniture, with other necessaries, that have lately

been, and still are employed in or for the service of the Admiralty and

Navy, to be delivered into the hands of Samuel Pepys, Esq. Clerk of

the Afts, whose receipt under his hand, shall be their sufficient dis-

charge.

This is a true copy.

(Signed) RICHARD BROWNE.
(Signed) SAMUEL PEPYS;

To the principal Officers and Commissioners of his Majesty's Navy.

GENTLEMEN,

Having long deferred the sending you instructions rektive to the

duties of the several Officers belonging to his Majesty's Navy ; not

that I thought it necessary they should be instructed in it, but that I

was informed that the present want of money had so hardened and

emboldened so many persons in their negligences and abuses, that

there was little hopes ofamendment ; and therefore thought it better to

delay the publishing of these rules till the want, and in it the pretence

of offending, were removed, and till the King was enabled to pay
and discharge from his service, such whose examples carry more of

danger than their service afforded use. And therefore, I desire, that

your first care may be, when there is money supplied to the Treasurer

of his Majesty's Navy, to discharge unnecessary workmen in the

yards ; and the next, to set a mark on such as shall appear to have

served either deceitfully or negligently, that they may not hereafter

be entered into his Majesty's yards on any occasion of .work for the-"
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future, that so the severity towards such as have offended for the time

past, may be a means to continue others in their duty for the time to

come.

I must recommend to you the examining the ordinary of his Ma-

jesty's yards, which I am informed in some of them is rather fit for

an hospital than the King's service, an abuse which must not be

suffered.

Such as are become impotent by the service of the Navy are ta

expedt their relief from the Chest, towards which the payments can-

not but have been very great of late, and since the end of the Dutch

\var the occasions of maimed men cannot have been very great ; and,

therefore, I doubt not, if the Chest be well governed, it will succour

those poor people without burthensng the ordinary.

In the next place, I desire you to take an exa& account of the

behaviour of the several Officers in the yards who are intrusted with

the King's expence therein, which, if you find any to be prodigal, I

desire you to suspend them their employments, and to certify me of

their offences, and I shall give such orders as shall deter others from

such abuses. And under this head I desire you to examine if the

master shipwrights have put the King unto any unnecessary expence

or charge in the repairs of ships, and particularly if they have ex-

ceeded their estimates for such repairs ; and if they have, for the

beautifying their own work, bestowed more charge in carving and

adorning than was proper. And where you find offences of this

nature, according to the degree of it, to watch more narrowly to their

actions for the future, or to report to me the nature of their offence,

for the punishing them according to their desert.

But if any store-keeper or other officer, who are intrusted with the

riewingand judging of the condition of those delivered into the several

yards, shall have so far falsified their trusts as to make a false report

of the quality of the stores so delivered in, and by it shall have so

far misguided you in signing bills for stores which are indeed unuse-

ful, or not of equal value and goodness to the prices given on their

report ; I suppose it will be needless to press you to be strict and

severe towards them, since yourselves are so much concerned it it,

and that if they be not punished for such crimes it will reflect upon

you, as if, notwithstanding a true report of the unserviceableness of

the said stores, you had proceeded to expend his Majesty's treasure

in goods unfit for the service ; and, therefore, the consequence of tin*

being of so high a nature, both as to the real service of his
Majesty^
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ana to the reputation of the management of the affairs of the Navy,
I desire you to be extraordinary careful in it.

As to the management of affairs among yourselves, that which I

shall principally recommend to you is, that there be due and timely

information gotten of the quantity of each soit of goods needful in the

Navy, and the prices. In both which I desire you ifot to rely wholly
on the information of purveyors, or any single person, but to use

all means to be fully informed ; and being so informed, to make

your contracts at your public meetings at the Navy Office ; and in

contracts of great value, to give yourselves some days for inquiry
before the concluding of the contract, that so you may not be mis-

guided by a supposed necessity of buying from any one merchant, when

possibly others might furnish cheaper and better. And by this

method, as the King's contracts may probably be made with better

husbandry, so will it be no small advantage to his Majesty in that it

will take away all occasion of calumniating his officers ; it being im-

possible but the least reproach (though unjust), upon officers so highly
intrusted as yourselves, should, by the diminution of your authority
towards your inferior officers, redound very much unto the dis-service

of his Majesty.

I desire you, as often as ships return from any voyage and are paid

off, to make a strict inquiry, by the Commanders and Masters, of the

abilities and behaviour of all the standing Officers during the voyage, and

if any shall be found unable or unfit for their employments, to certify

the same to me. This inquisition, judge ye the more necessary, .for

that there have been a necessity to remove divers of the warrant

Officers, and put others in their places, rather on the presumption

of their good affections, than that there could be any certainty of their

ability, so that it will be necessary to have a review of such as have been

put so in, after the experience had of them by a voyage. And in

order to your better information, you may let the Commanders and

Masters know that I expect they should be careful aud exact in thir

certificate (which I would have to be under their hands), for if it

shall appear, that through favour or affection they have given a fake

account of them, I shall impute it either to ignorance or unfaithful-

ness, which will render them incapable of any future employments in

his Majesty's service.

These things, together with a written book containing the dtiiies

of the several Officers, 1 have thought proper to rccommend'-)<

WPybur
care at this time, expecting that ere long there
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of money to the Navy as will enable you to put all other good rules,

as well as those, vigorously in execution.

I am your affe&ionate friend,

Whitehall, zvth Jan. \6(>i. (Signed) JAMES.

JAMES Duke of Yoik and Albany, Earl of Ulster, Lord High
Admiral of England and Ireland, Constable of the Castle of Dover,
and Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, &c.

OCCASION OF THE INSTRUCTIONS.

WHEREAS I understand that there arise frequently, doubts and

disputes among some of the Officers belonging unto his Majesty's Navy,

concerning the duties of their several places, whereby the said Officers

are very much disquieted among themselves, and the King's service 13

much prejudiced, through the negleft occasioned by said disputes.

THEIR INSTRUCTIONS.

Por the preventing of the growth or continuance of these, or such

like inconveniencies, arising from the ignorance or neglecl of the

duties belonging to the several Officers, I have thought fit to ratify

and confirm certain orders published by the Earl of Northumberland

(being then Admiral), with some additions and alterations, all which

I hereby require you, not only yourselves, carefully to put in execution,

so far as they concern your own duties either in general or particular ;

but likewise' to declare and publish the same to the inferior Officers,

and so much as in you lieth to exaft a due obedience to them. And

further, I think fit to direct, that if you either have observed, or shall

observe any corruption or negleft in the service of his Majesty's

Navy, against which you judge the rules annexed may not be sufficient

remedy, that either jointly or severally, as occasion shall offer itself,

you are to give me notice thereof. And withal to let me know what

remedies you conceive most proper for the prevention of such negleft

and abuses as you do now or shall from time to time observe to the

prejudice
of his Majesty's service. And I do hereby require all

Officers belonging to his Majesty's Navy, either in his Majesty's ships

or yards, to obey and conform to their rules, as they will answer the

contrary at their peril.

Given under my hand at Whitehall, this 28th day of

January, 1661.

(Signed) JAMES._ i f\ff j r<

To tie principal Officers and Com-

missioner* ofhis Majesty'* Naiy. [To be continued

.flfcv r a ,w

tnobisog
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70 THE EDITOR.

SIR,

T ENCLOSE you the two modest narratives of the gallant-

Captain Dashwood, stating the particulars of the well-

fought a&ions in the Sylph, of 18 guns, and ninety men,
with L'Artemise French frigate, of 44 or 46 guns, and 350
men, first off Cape St. Andero, and secondly, off Cape
Pinas. You will, by giving them a place in your valuable

National Work, rescue from oblivion the memorial of two

as brilliant actions as have been fought in this or any war.

I remain,

Your truly obliged,

A FRIEND TO MERIT.

SIR, fytpb, at sea, August I, 1801.

I HAVE the honour of acquainting you, that being off St.

Andero with his Majesty's sloop under my direction, in obedience to

my orders, I last evening gave chase to an armed schooner, then

standing to the N. E. ; but before there was a
possibility of arriving

up with her, a large frigate was discovered close under the land,

standing towards us, to whom the schooner fled for refuge. Un-

willing to quit the station you assigned me, I stood towards them,

but as the night approached, and observing them to be undismayed

by the appearance of the Sylph, with no probability of gaining the

wind (for they were directly in the wind's eye), at a little after sun-

set I shortened sail, hove to, and prepared for battle, there to wait

the result. At this time the hull of the frigate was clearly discernible.

The light airs from the southward did not permit her to arrive up till

eleven o'clock, at which period, from her not answering the private

signal, and being Avithin half gun-shot, I gave directions to com-

mence the action ; the enemy bearing down in a silent and most

masterly manner, instantly returned it, and soon closed to within that

of a pistol. At this distance, and being precisely abreast of each

other, the battle continued with equal vigour for one hour and twenty

minutes; when finding the sails, standing, and almost all the running,

rigging cut to pieces, one gun dismounted, several shot between

wind and water, and the brig in an unmanageable state, I conceived

it most advisable to edge away a little to repair the damages we had

sustained j I was the more inclined to al thus, not from any advan-

tage the enemy had gained over us, but from his position, which wag

Admirably calculated for boarding, and which I was naturally anxiou*
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to avoid, I soon, however, perceived she was not in a situation eve*

to follow us ; I consequently hove to, and the remaining part of the

night we were busily employed in putting the Sylph in a situation to

maintain her station ;
at day-light the enemy was found six or seven

miles ahead, and to windward, with his fore- yard on deck, and other-

wise damaged, not having any head sail set but his foretop-mast stay-

sail. Seeing her in this situation, I conceived it my duty to endeavour

to renew the action, and therefore made all sail possible, wearing occa-

sionally (for I dare not venture to tack), for that purpose, but before

I could accomplish it, the enemy, having swayed up his fore yard,

wore at seven o'clock, and made all sail for the land. The wind

having, however, in the course of the night changed in a violent

squall to the N. W. with every appearance of blowing, and a rising

sea, and finding the main-mast to be severely wounded, with the

momentary expectation of its going over the side, the sloop making
a foot and a half water an hour, together with the enemy's great

superiority, having fourteen ports of aside on her main-deck, exclusive

of the bridle, and evidently carrying 44 or 46 guns, I found it im-

possible
to follow her with the most distant hope of success, and

accordingly wore and stood to the northward, which, I trust, will

meet your approbation. I beg permission to remark, that although

the British colours were kept flying from the break of day to the

moment of the enemy's wearing and standing to the southward, yet

he carefully avoided showing his ; I am, therefore, at a loss to know

whether she was a French or Spanish frigate, though I am inclined

to think, from various circumstances, she belongs to France.

Although I lament exceedingly the loss of one man killed, and nine

wounded, three of whom I much ftar are dangerously so, yet it is a

consolation to reflect that mere mischief was not done, considering

the situation of the two vessels, which can only be attributed to their

unceasing exertions to disable us.

I feel peculiar pleasure in the opportunity of bearing testimony to

the great and gallant support I experienced from Lieutenant Burgess,

the First Lieutenant, as well as from Acting Lieutenant Watts, who,

with Mr. Allward, the Master, deserves my warmest thanks and

gratitude. It would be an injustice not to mention the great activity

and attention of Mr. John Mitchell, Master's Mate, and Mr. Lionel

Carey, Midshipman ; the latter, with Mr. Allward, the Master, are

amongst the list of wounded, though I am happy to say but slightly.

All the warrant and petty Officers, with the whole of the ship's

company, behaved with the accustomed bravery of British seamen ;

their cool, firm, and steady conduct, which is particularly necessary

in a night action, merits my highest commendation*
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From the crippled state of the main-mast, I have judged it neces-

sary to rejoin the fleet, for the honour of awaiting your further com-

mands. I have the honour to be, with the highest respedl,

:i!(Jjn<jYour most obedient, and
' 7ke Hon. William Cornwal/is, jrftiil Most humble servant,

Admiral of the Blue, &c. '',1*r CH. DASHWOOD,
fi iud ) ***** ;

y(?jj
v

SIR, Sylph, at sea, Sept. 29, i Sot.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that yesterday afternoon

I gave chase, in his Majesty's sloop under my directions, to a sail

in the N. W. Gape Pinas bearing south, distance forty-two leagues.

Although before sun-eet I clearly discovered her to be a French

frigate (each having hoisted their respective colours), of a large

description, having fifteen ports of a side on her main-deck, and evi-

dently carrying 44 or 46 guns, yet confident of support from the

well known bravery of my Officers and crew, I determined to engage
the enemy, notwithstanding her superior force, I therefore made the

necessary arrangements for bringing her to close a&ion. After

various manoeuvres, in which each ship endeavoured to gain the wind,
and which were executed under a press of sail, and some heavy broad-

sides were given and received on thrice passing each other, within a

little more than the length of the Sylph, yet, by the silent attention

to, and by the prompt execution of my orders, I was enabled, at half

past seven o'clock, to place the sloop within pistol-shot on his

weather bow, when being reduced to commanding canvas, a most

severe conflict took place, which continued without intermission, and

with increased vigour on the part of his Majesty's seamen, for two

hours and five minutes, when the enemy wore and made sail on the

opposite tack. I was most assiduously anxious to maintain the posi-

tion I had laboured to obtain, conceiving it best calculated for annoying
the enemy, with the least risk to ourselves, and had the good fortune

to succeed to the very last moment, the enemy appearing appalled at

the astonishing fire we kept up, never daring to advance ; and on his

frequently edging away to bring his broadside to bear, so was the

Sylph edged away accordingly, by which means, and their unceasing
exertions to disable us, I attribute our extreme good fortune in having

only Mr. Lionel Carey, Midshipman, slightly wounded.

Thus having evidently the advantage, and having most effe&ually

beaten her off, I would have followed up the blow, had their been

even a distant chance of succeeding, but finding the sails, standing
and running rigging cut to pieces, the maintop-mast very severely

wounded, and by an unfortunate shot completely unrigged, without

the
possibility of setting any sail on it, rendered a pursuit impraftica-
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ble. I therefore got up another mast, and having repaired the

various damages we had sustained, I have great pleasure in stating,

that at day light his Majesty's sloop was in a situation to renew the

contest had the enemy been in sight.

Having received certain information since my return to the station

you honoured me, that the ship which the Sylph was engaged with

some time since (the particulars of which I had the honour of trans-

mitting to you in my letter of the ist of August last), was the French

frigate L'Artemise, of 44 guns and 350 men, so I can with equal
truth pronounce this to be the same, from the many corresponding:

observations which I made. She had then twenty men killed and

forty wounded, and was obliged to return to. St. Andcro to refit ;

and from the disordered state in which she was in on her making off,

I have the stongest reason to suppose she has met with a similar fate,

particularly as a number of lights and men were seen hanging over her

bows, from which I infer she must have received considerable damage,
and I think there is every probability of some of his Majesty's

frigates falling in with her, as I unluckily parted with the Immor-

talite a few hours before.

I have very great pleasure in observing, I received that support

and assistance from Mr. Burgess, the First Lieutenant, that I was led

to expe& from his bravery on a former occasion, arid from the know-

ledge I have had of his attention and assiduity in his various duties

For a considerable time past. I am also greatly indebted to Mr.

Watts, the Second, as well as to Mr. William Allward, the Master,

whose unremitting attention in watching the motions of the enemy,
and his advice on the occasion, merits my warmest thanks, and points

him out not only an excellent Officer, but a most experienced seaman.

The condufl of all the warrant and 'petty Officers deserves every com-

mendation a willing mind can bestow ; and if I could be permitted

without presumption to mention the activity of Mr. John Mitchell,

Master's Mate, who has just completed his stipulated time, and who,
in my humble opinion, is not unworthy of your notice, I would most

gladly embrace the opportunity. It is impossible for me to express the

high sense I feel of the determined bravery of my gallant crew, whose

daring spirit no enemy could check, and who are worthy to be enrolled

in the list of British seamen, even with those of the present day.

I shall continue cruising for the purpose of executing your further

orders, and in the well-grounded hope that my conduct will be

sanctioned with your approbation. I have the honour to be, with,

the most unbounded resped,

Your most obedient, and

The Hon. WilFiam Corniuall'ii^ Most humble servant,

Admlralofths Blue, &c. CH. DASHWOOD.
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATE LXXVI.

HPHIS engraving is from an original drawing by Go-
vernor HUNTER, and represents a quarrel that took

place between the natives of an island situated off the south

point of Mindanao, and the crew of the Waaksamkeyd trans-

port, on board of which were embarked the Officers and

company of his Majesty's late ship Sirius. The vessel wore

Dutch colours, because the natives were known to be in the

interest of the Dutch, as appeared by the Rajah's boat wear-

ing the flag of that nation. Captain HUNTER, who was on

board the Waaksamkeyd, describes the attack in the follow-

ing words :

THE next day the Rajah again came on board, but, to our very

great disappointment, instead of the expe&ed supply, he produced
four small baskets of sago powder, and one bag of paddy

*
; this return

for the civilities he received the day before was by no means a proper

one, particularly as I was told he had been given to understand, that

we were much in want of provisions, and he had been greatly pressed

for a quantity of padJy sufficient to serve two hundred men until we

reached Batavia, to which place he was told we were going, and

was also informed it should be paid for in bar iron. Our demand was

perhaps more that might have been necessary, but it was made large

from an opinion that we might not get near the quantity applied for.

We !,ad every reason to believe, that the island could w<_ll furnish the

supply we had demanded, without any inconvenience to the inhabit-

ants
;

for eight hundred weight of paddy had been purchased out of

a common boat the day before for a few pieces of bar iron, and the

natives appeared to make more use of sago and fruit than of paddy ;

the master of the vessel showed some displeasure, and 1 own (if he

had made our wants well understood the day before, which I had my
doubts of) , not without cause ; he came to me at the gangway, and

said he intended to detain the Rajah until he sent some of his boats on

shore for the paddy. I advised him against any violent measures,

lest our wants had not been perfectly understood, and that I did not

think that it could in our situation answer any good purpose j at tbia

Riee in the ear.

Wtl VI. 3 D
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time we had a boat and several people on shore ; I recommended it

to him to endeavour to convince the Rajah, that unless the supply

we asked, and which he had promised, was sent for, that a complaint

would be made to the Governor and Council at Batavia, who would

certainly take notice of it ; I thought a threat of this sort would

answer our purpose better than the means he proposed ; for we were

in no respeft prepared for a quarrel with these people, who were all

armed, and the decks were at this time full of them ; many of our

people were also upon deck, but wholly unarmed and off their

guard.
The master of the ship again entered into conversation with the

Rajah, who was on the after-part of the quarter-deck, what he said I

did not understand ; however I joined them, and again recommended

prudence and moderation to the master of the ship, and desired he

would recolledl that we were not prepared for such violent measures

as he seemed inconsiderately disposed to ; that, as there were a few

stands of arms in the ship, and a few pair of pistols among the Officers,

they should have been upon deck and people stationed with ammuni-

tion for them ; instead of which we had not one armed man upon

deck, nor a single necessary for using the carriage-guns, all which

rested with him, such articles being in his care, notwithstanding

which, the violence and pei verseness of his temper was such as to dis-

pose him (probably because he was advised to the contrary), to create

a disagreement between the people of the island, who were all armed,

and our crew, who were defenceless. Some of the islanders paid much

attention to the nature and extent <H our force, and shrewdly ob-

servtd, that the great guns were very good at a distance, but of no.

use- when boats got alongside of the ship ; if they had any fear of us,

it proceeded from our numbers which amounted to one hundred and

twenty, and when all upon deck in this small vessel, appeared still

mort numerous.

During the conversation between the Rajah and the master of the

hip, our people were employed in hoisting the long-boat in, at which

the Rajah seemed much agitated, and at this juncture the master

having ordered some cutlasses upon deck, they were imprudently laid

down upon the quarter-deck, in the presence of the Rajah and his

attendants ; this conduct confirmed me in the opinion I already enter-

tained, that he had made use of some threats, which rendered such,

preparations necessary ; be that as it might, the Rajah was alarmed

for his liberty, his people also took the alarm, and called their com-

panions from their boats, who boarded us with drawn daggers ; an

old man, about seventy years of age, who stood near the Rajah, and
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held him by the sleeve* drew his dagger, and in a great rage endea-

voured to reach and stab the master of the ship, but was held back

by the Rajah ; on this the master snatched up a hanger to defend him-

df, and with great vehemence called for the small arms.

I was close to him at the time, and however much I disapproved

of his general conduft (which was certainly, in our unguarded situa-

tion, destitute of thought, common sense, or discretion, and was the

effect of one of the most perverse and diabolical tempers I ever met

with), I judged it necessary to draw my sword and defend him
;
he

continued to call for small arms with much agitation, which should

have been previously prepared* A number of the Sirius's people

being on the forepart of the deck, trading with the natives (a con-

siderable number of whom were on board, and who all drew their

cresses upon the alarm given by their countrymen), armed themselves

with handspikes, billets of wood, or whatever came to hand, while

the petty officers got up the small arms, and kept up a smart fire on

the natives, who were in a short time driven overboard, some into

their boats, and others were obliged to take to the water ; the Rajah,

during the scuffle, tumbled himself from the gunwale into his boat, ac-

companied by his faithful attendants, who certainly did themselves much
honour by their exertions in his defence. If I had been prepared

with my loaded pistols, as I was on the Rajah's first visit, I should

certainly have shot the old man before mentioned, although I am sure,

that upon a little serious refleflion, and consideration of the motive of

his conduct, I should have exceedingly regretted having done so ; he

certainly in some respe&s occasioned the disturbance (although it

originated with the master of the ship), but it was in consequence of

an indignity offered to the person of his sovereign in his presence :

we should, therefore, be more disposed to commend than condemn

his conduct ; the insult was too much for a loyal and affectionate

subject to bear, he therefore preferred certain death in his defence, to

seeing him so degraded.
As soon as the Rajah and his people were in the boat they cut the

rope which held them, and pulled from the ship with the greatest

precipitation ; many were killed in their boats, which (now this affair

had arrived at such height), became really necessary, to prevent their

rallying and reboarding the ship ; for after they had got into their

boats, many lances were thrown into the ship, which occasioned the

fire of musquetry to be kept up some time longer than it otherwise

would have been.

I saw the Rajah pulling at an oar himself, and did every thing in

my power to prevent his being shot ; for as every person knew binj
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by his drcssj it was probable that he might be particularly marked ; I

much fear he was wounded, perhaps mortally, notwithstanding my
endeavours to save him, as he dropped his oar several times. During
the short time which I had been in his company, 1 was much pleased

with him ; there was a certain graceful ease and affability in his man-

mer that was highly prepossessing, and a degree of dignity which

bespoke him of superior rank : he appeared to be about forty-three

or forty-four years of age.

In this unlucky rencontre, we were so fortunate as not to have a man

wounded, which was rather extraordinary, and, I believe, must have

been owing to the panic occasioned by so sudden and unexpe&ed an

alarm.

TO 'THE EDITOR.

......

TTTAVING observed that the description of your beauti-

*'*"'
ful view of Table Bay at the Cape of Good Hope,

given in vol. v. page 417. does not include the measurements

of the extraordinary mountain from which the bay is named,

or of the adjacent high lands ;
the enclosed account of them

is at your service, and may be relied on as perfectly accurate,

having been recently taken by an Officer of ability in our

service.

ACORN.

Height of the Lion's Rump above the level of Yards.
? o <fM
the sea,

.

j^Jfa **^*K
* ~

3

Height of the Sugar Loaf, ,..- r
- 720

Lowest point in the ridge joining the Rump
and Loaf, 0.}-%-; - .efirii w.stfo. 333

Guard-house on the Camp's Bay Pass, lo-^ei 371
, ,_

West end of the Table Mountain, * * '
i 1 73

East end of ditto, ?%,.. ; ~, - JI 95
,

Highest point of the Devil's Hill, .j- & .^'vv 1 IO5

Height of the highest work, '^W $** * i>nn 475
,YfiM io fijaorr adj *ie b.?? oiu v.r ^j.- -jf, -iv

ifc**d ,&*,&&; d'jvuIinH ^fcj^i wiit'bosT ,'

<'wjfc ^wJnvjE'^k^. sdJ knit ioo faJO ,3ns f lo A^
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' HIGH NORTHERN LATITUDES.
(Conducted from Page 300).
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'

must not lose this opportunity of laying before the Society the

information which I have just now received from Monsieur dc

Buffon, In relation to what I have cited from his Natural History of

Captain Monson's having reached latitude 88. as he was told by-

persons of credit. Upon my taking the liberty to inquire who those

persons of credit where, Monsieur de Buffon referred me to Dr.

Nathan Hickman, who in 1730, travelled as one of Dr. Ratcliffe'*

Fellows, and who supposed that Captain Monson's journal might at

that time have been procured in England. Monsieur Buffon, also

recollects that a Dutchman, who was then present, confirmed the

account.

There are also communications from several masters of Greenland

Aips at Hull, tending to confirm the opinion of an open sea near the

Pole, although none of them appear to have been higher themselves

than 82. one of them (Captain James Marshal) says,
" The greatest

difficulty attending on a navigation in high latitudes is how to get
back again, for should he be beset then in the ice, his situation

would be very dangerous ; for he might be detained a long time, if

not the whole winter. I speak this from experience! as .1 was once

beset for three months, and was given up for lost, and with difficulty-

got out."

Another instance, which is upon so high an authority as that of Dr.

Maskelyne, the Astronomer, appears to be well authenticated, and

was noted down by him at the time it bears date, and appears to be a

proof of a navigator's having reached 84 degrees and a half of northern

latitude. The Doctor's account is as follows :

" Mr. Stephens, who went many voyages to the East Indies, and

made much use of the lunar method of finding the longitude, in

which he is very expert, tells me, this l6th of March, 1773, that hp

was formerly two voyages on the Greenland fishery ; that in the second,

in the year 1754, he was driven off Spitzbergen, together with a

Dutch ship, by a S. S. E. wind, N. N. westerly by compass, into lati-

tude 84 degrees and a half, or within five degrees and a half of the

Pole, in which latitudes he was near the end of the month of May.

They saw no land after leaving Hackluyt's Headland, and were back

in the month of June. Did not find the cold excessive, and used little

more than common clothing j met with but little ice, and the less the
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further they went to the northward
; met with no drift-wood. It is

always clear with a north wind and thick with a southerly wind ; never-

theless they could take the sun's altitude for the latitude most days-/
The sea is quite smooth among the ice, as in the river Thames, and
so they also found it to the north of Spitzbergen ; met with no ice

higher than the ship's gunnel. Imagines it would hardly have been
colder under the Pole than they experienced it ; although he thinks

the cold rather increased on going to the northward. Thinks the

currents are very variable, and have no certain or constant direction."

Mr. Barrington then observes, that it appears by the preceding
pages, that in this same year, viz. 1-754, both Mr. Ware and Mr. Adams
sailed to 82. and a half, and 83 degrees, during the month of June,
and both of them conceive they might have reached the Pole. He
further adds, Mr. Maister, by a letter from Hull, dated the 24th of

February, 1777 *, hath procured the following information :

"
Captain Brown, of the Truelove, says, that in 1770, he was

certainly in 82. N. latitude, when the water was clear. Captain
Cole also, of the Henrietta, says, that in 1776, he was near the lati-

tude of 8i N. and after he was certain of being in that latitude, he was
with strpng south-east gales, drove for three days to the northward,
but as the weather was thick, the distance was uncertain. In the

course of this drift he saw nothing but loose ice."

From this and other fads of the same kind, I cannot but infer that

the attempt should be made early in the season ; if I am right also in

what I have before supposed, that the ice which often packs near the

coast of Spitzber.gen, comes chiefly from the rivers which empty them-
selves into the Tartarian yea, it seems highly probable that this is the

proper time of pushing to the northward, as the ice in such rivers

cannot be thus completely broken up, what other ice, therefore, may
be seen at this time, is the remains of what was disembogued during
the preceding summer.

Another proof of this arises from what happened in 1773* for

the Carcass and Racehorse were obstructed at So. and a half, by an

immense bank of ice during part of the months of July and August ;

but four Greenland masters were a degree further to the northward,

during the months of May and June in the same year.
In addition to these Mr. Barrington received Letters from Professor

Allamand, of Leyden, F. R. S. whose inquiries had been by means
of his friends, very circumstantial, the general result of which, as

* The book from which these eftrads were made was reprinted in 1781,
with additional remarks,

.
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reported by an Officer of experience in the Dutch service, Captain

"William May, is as follows :

" In all my conversation with our Greenland commanders, I never

failed to ask which course they would take to reach high northern

latitudes ;
the result was, that they would never seek it to the west-

ward of Spitzbergen, but run out to the northward, from the west

coast of Nova Zembla ;
their reasons were :

*'
i. That all the western coasts of the northern count-ties were,

for the most part, free, from ice, occasioned by the winds and tides,

chiefly coming from the east, which experience proves.
' 2. That the ice comes originally from the Tartarian rivers, for

that the sea never freezes but where it is calm, and at the same time

a great quantity of snow falls.

"
3. Near the Seven Islands navigators often meet with a great

north-east swell, which proves that at such time the sea to a con-

siderable distance to the north east is not locked up by the ice.

"
4. That the drift-wood could not come to the northward of

Spitzbergen, in case the seas between the north of Asia and that

island were frozen, whereas a great quantity of that wood is driven

o.n the north coast of Iceland, which is a demonstration that the

currents come from the north-east.

"
5. That in some of the trees the marks of the axe were very plain,

and the colour of the wood so fresh, that they certainly had not been

six months in the sea.

" 6 That whole trees appeared with buds thereon, which they
think could not have remained so fresh if the trees had been a year in

the salt water.

"
7, That the east of Greenland was now discovered to the latitude

of 76. 30. that it probably extended further to the N. N. E. which

they look upon to be the cause of the stoppage of ice between that

coast and Spitzbergen, and the reason why they never find a north-

west or northerly swell.

" 8. That generally all ships which had once got to the north as

far as 8z degrees, met with but little or no obstruction from the ice;

and more arguments to the same purpose. There were some, how-

ever, who would rather make the trial between Spitzbergen and the

land discovered by Mr. Gillis." Mr. Banington concludes with re-

marking that the Dutch seamen employed in the Greenland fishery

agree with our countrymen in never having heard of a fixed barrier

of ice in latitude 80. and ,a half, observing, that if such a tract had

existed for centuries, the increase in point of height must be amazing
in a course of years by the enow which falls during the winter, being
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changed Into ice, and which must have formed consequently a mom**-

tain, perhaps equal to the peak of Teneriff *
;
now the ice that packa

to the northward of Spitzbergen is said commonly not to exceed two

yards in height.

These are the principal facts that are on record relative to the

probability of reaching High Northern Latitudes, and although a con-

siderable period has elapsed since they were collected, no event of

importance has occurred, which can throw any additional light on the

subject j the Greenland ships have not been led into high latitudes in

pursuit of whales, nor has the reward of 5000!. offered by Govern-

ment to any ship which shall reach within a degree of the Po)e

tempted private adventurers to undertake so hazardous an expe-

dition.

The Russian discoveries, it has been observed, rather tend to check,

than encourage any hopes in that quarter, for although it is probable

that two daring men have accidentally succeeded by several years per-

severance, in accomplishing a passage round the north of Asia ; yet

their fate, and the certainty we now have of the obstacles which

occur in that part of the Frozen Ocean, will, we should suppose,

completely paralyze any further attempts. The tract of land dis-

covered by the Russians to the northward of Asia, appears to present

additional difficulties ; it is certain by the size of the rivers, that they
run a course of some distance ; and any island of considerable magni-
tude in that situation will much accelerate the formation of Ice. The

only hopes are then in that part of the sea between Spitzbergen and

Nova Zembla, in which direction, if we are to credit the Dulch

accounts, ships have been very near the Pole indeed ; great merit is

certainly due to the Dutch for their perseverance, and their early-

accounts, making allowance for the imperfect means they possessed,

were uncommonly correct, but is it not possible that the temperature

of the high northern regions may have altered during the centuries

that have elapsed since those attempts ? tusks of an animal, which,

from their 'comparative weight with those of the elephant, seems to

have been equal in size with the latter, are frequently found on the

north-east part of Asia ; this fact has given rise to various conjectures,

as to the probable alterations of climate in a series of ages ; how-

ever this may be, we think few will be induced to attempt to pene-

trate into high northern latitudes, especially as it is ascertained that

they cannot make a passage to the East Indies, and of consequence
the discovery would be of no general utility.

* M. de Luc observes, that the ice on the Glaciercs is always increasing.
'



NAVAL LITERATURE.

Observations on the Hydrographical Division of the dole ; and Change-
ments proposed in the general and particular Nomenclature of Hydro-

grapby. From MARCH AND'S VOYAGE.

(Continued from Page 316.)

DIVISIONS OF THE OCEAN.

nPHE disposition of land on the surface of the globe, offers to our

view two great divisions of the ocean.

The first is that portion of sea the longest frequented, one part of

which bathes the western shores of the Old Continent, from Cape
North, the extreme land of Europe, to the Cape of Good Hope,
the extreme land of Africa ; and the other, the eastern coasts of

America, from the known parts of Greenland to Cape Horn, the

most advanced point of the New Continent in the austral hemisphere,

where it extends twenty-one degrees higher than the Old Continent.

FIRST DIVISION ATLANTIC OCEAN.

I shall call this first division Atlantic Ocean. The name of At-

lantic, consecrated by antiquity, long used by historians and cosmo-

graphers, deserves to be retained ; it may be conceived that it is united

in some measure, with the origin of the world. This is not the place

to examine whether Plato, in his dialogues of Timea and Critias, when
he related the history of the famous Atlantic island, recited in faft a

tradition that Solon had received from the Egyptian priests, or

whether he only sought to excite the curiosity of the Athenians, and

profit by the interest he created, to give them useful advice under the

veil of an ingenious fi&ion ; it is equally foreign to my object to in-

quire whether the sea which washes the western coast of Africa

received its name from that Atlantic Island ; or whether, as the

majority of geographers suppose, it originates fiom the neighbourhood
of Mount Atlass j but it is certain that the ancients were acquainted

with a sea beyond the Pillars of Hercules *, which formed the strait

of Gades, between the mountains Calpc and Abyla, and they named

* The ancients gave tie name of the Pillars of Hercules to several capes,

promontories, and straits, situated in different places ; but it cannot admit of a

doubt that in describing the position of his Atlantic island beyond the Pillar*

of Hercules, Plato, who was conversing with the Greeks, meant to designate

the, strait of our Mediterranean; which we now call the strait of Gibraltar..

Uol VI. 3 s
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t"hat sea Atlantic *. It Is this Atlantic sea, whatever may be the

origin of its name, which the immortal Columbus, relying on the truth

of his sublime meditations,and guided by the magnetic needle, boldly

traversed, in the hope of discovering, by sailing westward, a route to

the East Indies, to those regions from whence such vast wealth began

gradually to flow towards Europe, and whither the Portuguese, con-

dueled by Gama, had already penetrated by an eastern route; his ex-

pectations in this respect were not realized ; but Columbus and Europe
were amply recompenced by the discovery of a new world, the existence

of which the ancients did not suspect ; without we admit that Seneca

the poet expressed the opinion of the philosophers of that day, when,

in the prophetic verses recited by a chorus in his tragedy of Medea,

written in honour of heroic navigators, he presages and foretells the dis-

coveries which, in ages to come, will open new worlds, and extend

the bounds of the earth f .

The cosmographers who have given the name Atlantic to the part of the

ocean comprised between the western coast of the old Continent, and the

eastern coasts of the New, are not of accord as to the bounds of the sea to which

they apply this name. Some of them only mean by it that part which is to

the westward of Africa, extending from the strait of Gades (Gibraltar), south-

ward, unto the farthest part of the coast to which they supposed the ancients

had arrived. D'Anville, in his chart of L'Orbis Veteribus Notus, at the end of

his Ancient Geography abridged, edit. 1769, begins his Atlanticum Mare at

Promontorium .Sacrum (Cape St. Vincent), and comprehends all that part of

the coast of Africa with which the ancients were acquainted, ending at Theon

Ochema, or Currus Deorr.m Mons (the mountain of the Chariot of the Gods),

which may be our Sierra Leon ;
but De 1'Isle, in his chart of the world as known

by the Ancients, extends the Atlantic ea to the westward of Europe, along the

coasts of Portugal, Spain, and France, and even includes the Britannic islands
;

others call the Atlantic Ocean, the portion of sea situated between the two
continents from the northern Icy Sea to the equinoctial line ; why may not

this denomination be extended to all that part of the ocean which is bounded

to the east, by the western coasts of Europe and Africa, and to the west, by the

.eastern coast of both Americas ?

| Venient annis ssecula seri,

Quibus oceanus vincularerum,

J .axtt, et inger.s pateat tellus,

Thetysque novos detegat orbes;

Kcc sit tcrris ultima Thule.

Senec. in Medea, A& I!. Chorus.

If poets (Vates), are allowed the gift of prophecy (Vaticinium), which anti-

quity was tempted to attribute to them, these verses of Virgil,

Alter erit turn Typhys, et altera quae vehat Argo,
Deleclos heroas, (Bucol. Eclog. iv.)

May they not describe to us the modern Typhys, Columbus, conducing the

Castilian Argonauts to the conquest of the Gold Mines.

4
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SECOND DIVISION THE GREAT OCEAN.

The second division, which presents itself on the inspe&ion of the

globe, is the immense sea that has for its limits, on one side, the

western coasts of America, from Cape Horn, in
fifty-six degrees of

southern latitude, to Beering's Strait, by a worn-out thread-bare

fable, long called the Straits of Anian, and which separates the two
worlds under the arctic polar circle ; on the other, the eastern coasts

of Asia and Africa, from the above strait to the Cape of Good Hop>
inthirty-four degrees south ; the waters of this part of the ocean

spread themselves from east to west, over a space of 3400 marine

leagues, nearly half the circumference of the earth.

I shall call this second division the Great Ocean by excellence ;

and, doubtless, this denomination will appear more applicable to it

than the denomination, improper, I will say almost absurd, of South

Sea, or Pacific Ocean ; it is neither more pacific or more southerly

than the others. It is this great ocean that has been traversed in

different directions, and with which we have been made acquainted by
seamen who will ever be celebrated in the history of modern navi-

gation : Magellan, Mendana, Drake, .Quiros, Le Maire, and Schouten,

Tasman, Dampier, Roggeween, Byron, Wallis, Carteret, Bougan-
ville, Cook, La Perouse, Bligh, Marchand, Vancouver, without

mentioning many other navigators of different nations, who, not so

fortunate, or less skilful in
;
the direction of their course across the

Great Ocean, or even in their circumnavigations of the globe, have

not marked their course by any discovery *.

SUBDIVISIONS OF THE ATLANTIC OCEAN.

To subdivide these two great divisions of the waters, I shall con-

sider the divisions of the terrestrial globe, portioned into different

zones corresponding with the circles of the celestial sphere ; and

the sub-divisions of the ocean will also take their limits in the

heavens.

Thus, the part of the Atlantic Ocean, comprised between the

Arctic polar circle and the tropic of cancer, or northern tropic, will

be named, Septentrional Atlantic Ocean :

:
'' ?"

'' '

'',; >.jj. i

* Other navigators, such as Hertoge, Jean d'dcls, Peter dc Nuitz, William

de Witt, Carpenter, Marion, Kerguelas, &c. sailing from the Cape of Good

Hope, Batavia, and the Isle of France, and dirediflg their course to the sojith-

ward and eastward, have made discoveries in the part of the Great Ocean, which

extends to the south-east of the Old Continent; the most considerable of these

are New Holland and New Zealand, that were made by Dutch navigators, and

which Captain Cook completed.
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That which is contained between the tropics, and which is divided

by the equator or equinoctial line, will be called Atlantic Equatorial
or Equinoctial Ocean *.

And that which extends from the tropic of Capricorn, or southern

tropic, to the Antarctic polar circle, will receive the appellation of,

Meridional Atlantic Ocean.

SUBDIVISIONS OF THE GREAT OCEAN.
In following the same principle for the subdivisions of the Great

Ocean, we shall have :

To the north, the Great Boreal Ocean,

In the middle between the Tropics, the Great Equinoctial Ocean,
To the south, the Great Austral Ocean.

PORTIONS OF THE OCEAN NOT COMPRISED IN THE FIRST

SUBDIVISIONS.

But the ocean does not comprehend only these two great parts of

the sea which separate the two continents, the two great islands of the

earth ; the ocean, as I have before observed, is the universality of

waters which cover more than half the superficies of the globe,

which perhaps, in the beginning of its formation, covered it intirely.

After having divided the mass of waters into two principal oceans

which have the continents for bounds, and having subdivided the one

and the other of these oceans into three Belts or Zones, which

correspond with the two temperate and the Torrid Zone, there remains,

on each side, to the north and south, a portion of the sphere, a

Cap, of which a Pole marks the summit and the centre, and that is

limited by a Polar Circle. The ices which occupy these Polar

Regions, either perpetually, or great part of the year, seem to

indicate' an appropriate denomination to the portions of the ocean,

which cover the extremes of the Globe.

FROZEN ARCTIC OCEAN.

I shall call Frozen Arctic Ocean, that which surrounds the

North Pole :

ANTARCTIC.

Frozen Antarctic Ocean, that which environs the South Pole.

FROZEN OCEAN OF THE NORTH, AND FROZEN OCEAN OF THE

SOUTH, COMPARED.

The two portions of the Terrestrial Globe, within the Polar

Circles, although correspondency situated, differ essentially in their

Mr. Fleurieu prefers the appellation of Equinoctial, and gives his reasons,

deduced from the term, passing the Line, being more used by Mariners than

passing the Fquator, and also that Geologists and Naturalists, in their descrip-

tions of Region* and Animals, use the word Equinoctial.
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appearance ; to the north the European Lands) those of Asia from

Nova Zembla, until we reach Szataginskoi-Noss, those of America

beyond Baffins Bay, to which should be added, Spitzbergen, or Old

Greenland, and the Northern and undetermined part of the New,
form together a circumference of coasts, the farthest of which, from,

the center or pole, according to the best intelligence we have been

able hitherto to acquire, does not descend below the 70 degree parallel,

and some of which even reach to the latitude of 8 1 . : the frozen

Arctic Ocean is thus confined within very narrow limits ; it com-

municates with the Atlantic Ocean only by the Channel, between the

coasts of Lapland and New Greenland, which is embarrassed by tha

islands of Spitzbergen and Iceland ; and with the Great Ocean, only

by Beerings Straits, which separate the two Continents. It is by no

means the same in the Southern Hemisphere ; a vast sea occupies the

Austral Cap ; if, supposing ourselves at the Pole, we cast our eye

circularly on the space comprised between that center, and the 5Oth

degree parallel we discover no vestige of known land, and if the view is

extended to the 3Oth, we perceive only some solid fragments, the

narrow extremity of South America, under the name of Magellanic

Lands, the extreme point of Africa, the southern point of New
Holland, almost uninhabited, and the two islands of New Zealand ;

and with the exception of these portions of earth, to which we may

apply the rari nantes in gurgite vasto ! all is sea, all is water : the

superficies of this liquid plain, of this immense solitude, will not be

much interrupted by fragments of land, if you embrace all the space

comprised between the Pole and the tropic of Capricorn ; we may
then say that the Austral Hemisphere is the domain of the ocean, as

the Northern Hemisphere is the domain of the earth : and, going

from the Antarctic Polar Circle, which I have fixed in the Southern

Hemisphere, for the limits of the Atlantic and the Great Ocean, and

ascending to the Pole, nothing is seen, as I have before remarked,

but a cap of ice, which may perhaps enclose some small portion of

land, where nature is dead ; for it is known that the repeated courses

of the intrepid COOK, round this Pole, have proved to the most

incredulous, that the great Southern Continent, which, for a length of

time, had been obstinately considered as necessary in the weight of

the globe, to balance the immense lands of the Northern Hemisphere,

exists only in forgotten systems ; and, without doubt, nature has.other

means with which we are unacquainted, to maintain the equilibrium

of our Planet, while, launched in space, she performs and recom-

mences periodically her annual ^^mm^^^lff^!^
diurnal ones on her own axis.
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HOW A GENERAL HYDROGRAFHIC CHART SHOULO BE ARRANGES.

The great divisions and subdivisions of the ocean, such as I have

proposed, clearly indicate that the general Hydrographic Chart

should be arranged in a manner that each part of the sea should be

seen intire.

When the earth is represented on a spherical surface, we have every

facility to consider it under all aspects, and we can see every part of

the ocean intire with the continents which limit it to the east and

west : the same advantage may be enjoyed in a general chart, which
is nothing more than the developement of the surface of the earth ;

and it is astonishing that the major part of Hydrographers, who have

drawn Mercator's Charts, have placed one half of the Great Ocean on
the extreme end of the chart to the right, and the other half on the

left ; in others, as the general chart which accompanies Captain
Cook's third voyage, it is the Atlantic Ocean which is cut in two,
that one part may be thrown to the right, and the other to the left.

A Marine Chart is destined in an especial manner to represent the

seas ; every great division of the ocean should there be shewn intire

with the coasts, which serve for its limits
; and it is possible to arrange

it in such a manner that each ocean shall be wholly displayed, without

depriving it of the advantage of shewing the whole of the two

Continents complete. If the chart is began to the right at the

meridian, which is situated twenty degrees eastward of Paris ; that of

the Cape of Good Hope will be found placed at about four degrees
distance from the margin : the chart will begin with the western part
of Old Continent, which bounds the eastern coast of the Atlantic

Ocean, and will shew the coasts of Africa and Europe, from the

Cape of Good Hope to Cape North in Lapland, beyond the Arctic

Polar Circle ; to the left of this we shall have the western limits of the

same ocean, that is to say, the eastern coasts of the both Americas,

'from Baffins Bay to Cape Horn ; the Great Ocean will be found in

the place which it should occupy in an Hydrographical Chart, in the

middle of the map of which it will fill nearly two-thirds, taking from

Cape Horn to the Cape of Good Hope, between the western coasts

of the New Continent, and the eastern coasts of the Old. It is true,

that, by this disposition, the western parts of the Old Continent will

be situated to the right of the Map, while its eastern coast is at the

left extremity ; but, in order to shew on this chart, one and the other

Continent in time, and without interruption, as the two Oceans are

represented without a break, it suffices to repeat to the left the

portions of Africa and Europe, which to the right limit the oriental

shores of the Atlantic Ocean* I employed this distribution in the
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general chart of Marchand's Voyage, as I had done in 1785, in the

charts which were constructed to accompany the instructions of La
Perouse ; it has been followed in the map which is published with,

the account of his voyage. It cannot be too strongly recommended

to Geographers, who are employed in constructing sea charts, to make
these charts for seamen; in the distribution every thing should be

sacrificed to the convenience of the Navigator, to the facility of his

operations ; and in the execution, the principal care should be

bestowed on the exactness with which determined points arc laid

down, in regard to the divisions of the scales of latitude and

longitude. [To be continued.

10 lisrf rjfho !

A MARINE TALE.

[EXTRACTED FROM JEREMY TAYLOR.]

HpHE wild fellow in Petronius that escaped upon a broken
** table from the furies of a shipwreck, as he was sunning himself

upon the roeky shore, espied a man tolled upon his floating bed of

waves, ballasted with sand in the folds of his garment, and carried

by his civil enemy the sea, towards the shore, to find a grave, and it

cast him into some sad thoughts ; that peradventure this man's wife

in some part of the continent, safe and warm, looks next month for

the good man's return, or it may be, his son knows nothing of the

tempest ; or his father thinks of that affectionate kiss which still is

warm upon the good old man's cheek, ever since he took a kind

farewell, and weeps with joy to think how blessed he shall be when
his beloved boy returns into the circle of his father's arms. These

are the thoughts of mortals ; this the end and sum of all their designs :

a dark night and an ill guide, a boisterous sea, and a broken cable,

an hard rock, and a rough wind, dashed in pieces the fortune of a

whole family, and they that shall weep loudest for the accident, are

pot yet entered into the storm, and yet have suffered shipwreck.

Then looking upon the carcass, he knew it, and found it to be the

master of the ship, who the day before cast up the accounts of hi

patrimony and his trade, and named the day when he thought to be

at home. See how the man swims who was so angry two days since ;

his passions are becalmed with the storm, his accounts cast up, his

cares at an end, his voyage done, and his gains are the strange events

of death j which, whether they be good or evil, the men that arc

alive seldom trouble themselves concerning the interest of the dead.
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70 THE EDITOR.

SIR,

THE following Verses were written at Harwich on the launching
*f his Majesty's ship the Inflexible, of 64. guns, by Lieutenant

Charles Shiilito, of the Marines
j they seem to possess much merit, and

as they are not generally known, I have taken the liberty of presenting
them to you for a place in that valuable work the Naval Chronicle.

Great S^ueen-street, Lincoln's Inn A.
fieldst Nov. zo, 1 80 1.

*HILST Sol retires to take his nap,

On Father Ocean's briny lap ;

Whilst Courtier's puns and Patriot's lists,

Are wasted by tobacconists ;

And to extenuate their sins,

Fume, fret, and burn, at neighbouring inns ;

Whilst losing gamesters fret and swear,

Whilst wond'ring politicians stare,

Renounce the Court, abuse the Crown,

And damn all systems but their own;
Whilst toping tars, a jovial throng,

Quick toss the glass from tongue to tongue,

And eloquent in ale-house low,

Tell horrid tales of former woe ;

Whilst crowds expecting fifl the town,

And Joan the waistband holds of John,

As Dobbin, with reluftant will,

Trots slowly up the way-worn hill ;

Whilst all to expectation staunch,

Are anxious for th' approaching launch }

I, with the Muses wasting time,

Draw similes in dogg'rel rhime.

The world's an ocean deep and wide,

Where men are launched with every tide,

And the decision of the Fates,

Can only form our different rates :

For tho' Misfortune still pursues,

To fight us on our dang'rous cruise,

Yet chiefly from our own misdeeds,

Our good or ill success proceeds.

"Tis not alone the prosperous gale,

That makes the human vessel sail ;

Each mould is subject to some

We still should strive to fiud her
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For though kind Nature's self will turn

The faultless hulk from stem to stem,
Yet we must help ourselves afloat,

'Tis education rigs us out ;

And where's the ship that's fit to cruise,

Whose rigging is set up too loose ?

Nor wealth, nor greatness, will insure,

A prosperous voyage to endure.

The little skiff though tempests toss,

Will weather safe some shallow coast,

Whilst the huge vessel's greater power,
Will drive her to a fatal shore.

With pleasant breeze on some fair day,
The spendthrift first gets under way,
Elated by the flattering gale,

He presently sets all his sail ;

In vain the expetienc'd pilot cries,

A sudden storm will soon arise,

Persuasion cannot keep him back,

Or biass him to change his tack,

Till the dire tempest's horrid shock,

Will headlong hurl him to the rock ;

Not so the miser, him you'll find,

To shift his sails, with every wind,

With fear he marks the rising sea,

And quickly claps his helm alee ;

Yet, ah ! when many toils are past,

Some threat'ning storm, some tenfold blast.

Will baffle all his anxious care,

His ship will neither steer nor wear,

His masts are gone, his rudder's lost,

His chests are floating to the coast,

Eager he grasps his massy store,

And with it sinks in sight of shore.

The lover fix'd in some lone bay,

Will safe at single anchor lay,

Till with Aurora's streaming light,

Some painted vessel heaves in sight,

Well pleas'd he braves the mountain swell,

And whistles for a stronger gale,

Till down the milk-white pendant flies,

And owna the beauteous sail a prize.

tloU Vi 3 F
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Hence, from the sequel of my talffj

Ye lovers learn to set your sail ;

When strong conflicting passions burn.

And the dear vessel drops astern,

No adverse winds can keep you back,

Pursue her close on every tack ;

So shall no rocks impede your way,
Till safe you're moor'd in Hymen's bay.

For thee, my friend *, may'st thou secure^

Each threat'ning atorm of life endure !

May Fortune ever set thy sail,

And freely deal the prosperous gale,

And should she doom thee for a wife,

May'st thou the smoother stream of life

Glide gently down, with joys elate,

And weather all the storms of fate !

And ah ! thy pleasing voyage o'er,

When death shall tow thy boat ashore,

May shouting Seraphs seize thy hand,

And lead thee o'er that happy strand,

,Where joys eternal intervene,

And never human wretch was seen !

ON THE COAST OF THE ISLAND OF JERSEY".
ULL well I love, on seat of living stone

Sequester'd, to behold the dashing surge

Foaming indignant 'gainst the giant rocks,

Nature's own battlements, whose rugged points,

Worn into antic shapes by winds arid waves,

Frown round this coast in fearful majesty ;

, Pleas'd I can sit and listen to the roar,

While the expanse of ocean changes hue

From deepest purple to transparent green j

And ever and anon a scudding skiff

Catches the gleam, and glides in transient white.

But who can tell the rapture, when I ken,

The welcome signal on the beacon'd hill t !

A sail, a sail from England ! every nerve

Vibrates in unison : quick all the scene

Fades like a vision from my anxious sight,

And all my soul's absorb'd in news from HOME,

...* Miss E.

t On all the highest hills in Jersey there are erc&id iignal-poti to make*

lyiown the approach of any ihip or vessel.
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THE SECOND FART.

npHE merchant sett my lords a glasse,
* Soe well apparent in his sight,

And on the morrowe, by nine of the clocks

He shewed him Sir Andrew Barton, knight.

His hachebord it was gilt with gold *,

Soe dearlye dight it dazzled the ee :

Nowe by my faith, Lord Howard sais,

This is a gallant sight to sec.

Take in your ancyent standards eke,

So close that no man may them see,

And put me forth a white willowe wand,

As merchants use to sayle the sea.

But they stirred neither top nor mast t,

Stoutly they past Sir Andrew by.

What English churles are yonder, he said,

That can soe little curtesye ?

Now by the Roode, three yeares and more,

I have beene Admirall over the sea,

And never an English nor Portingall,

Without my leave can passe this way.
Then called he forth his stout pinnace,
" Fetch backe yon pedlars now to mee,

1 swear by the masse, yon English churles

Shall all hang at my main-mast tree."

With that the pinnace it shott off,

Full well Lord Howard might it ken,

For it struck down my Lord's fore mast,

And killed fourteen of his men.

Come hither, Simon, says my Lord,

Looke that thy word be true thou said ;

For at my main-mast thou shall hang,
If thou miss thy mark one shilling bread.

Simon was old, but his heart itt was bold,

His ordinance he laid right lowe ;

He put in chain full nine yardes long,

With other great shott lesse and moe ;

* Hached with gold. MS. f Wd not salute.



And he lettc goc his great gunnes shott,

Soe well he settled iu with his ee,

The first sight that Sir Andrew saw,

Hce see his pinnace sunk in the sea.

And when he sawe his pinnace sunke,

Lord how his heart whh rage did swell :

" Now cutt my ropes *, itt is time to be gon,
He fetch yond pedlars backe mysell."

When my Lord sawe Sir Andrew loose,

Within his heart he was full faine :

" Now spread your ancyents, strike up drummers,
Sound all your trumpetts out amaine."

Fight on my men, Sir Andrew sais,

Weale howsoever this gure will sway,
Itt is my Lord Admirall of England,

Is come to seeke mee on the sea.

Simon had a sonne who shott right well,

That did Sir Andrew mickle scare,

In att his decke he gave a shott,

Killed threescore of his men of warre.

Then Henry Hunt with rigour hott,

Came bravely on the other side,

Soone he drove down his foremast tree,

And killed fourscore men beside.

Now, out alass ! Sir Andrew cryed,

What may a man now thinke or say ?

Yonder merchant thejfe that pierceth mee,

He was my prisoner yesterday.

Come hither to me thou Gordon good,
That aye wast ready at my call ;

I will give thee three hundred markes,

If thou wilt let my beams dovvne fall.

Lord Howard hee then called in haste,

'*
Ho;sely see thou be true in stead }

For thou shalt at the main-mast hang,
If thou misse twelvescore one penny bread.

Then Gordon swarved the main-mast tree,

He swarved itt with might and maine ;

But Horseley with a bearing arrowe,

Stroke the Gordon through the braiue,

Cables.
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And he fell unto the haches again,

And sore his deadlye wound did bleed :

Then word went through Sir Andrew's meo,

How that the Gordon he was dead.

Come hither to mee, James Hambilton,

Thou art my only sister's sonne,

If thou wilt my beames down fall,

Six hundred nobles thou hast wonnc.

With that he swarved the main-mast tree,

He swarved it with nimble art ;

But Horsely with a broad arrowe,

Pierced the Hambilton through the heart*

And downe he fell upon the deck,

That with his blood did stream amaine,

Then every Scott cryed well aday J

Alass, a comely youth is slaine 1

All woe begone was Sir Andrew then,

With griefe and rage his heart did swell I

*' Goe fetch me forth my armour of proofe,

And I will to the topcastle myseil."

" Goe fetch me forth my armour of proofe

That gilded is with gold soe deare :

God be with my brother, John of Barton,

Against the Portingalls hee itt ware ;

And when he had on his armour of proofe,

He was a gallant sight to see :

Ah ! neere didst thou meet with living wight,

My deare biother, that would cope with thee.

Come hither Horseley, sayes my Lord,

And looke your shaft that itt goe right,

Shoot a good shoete in time of need,

And for it thou shah be made a knight,

lie shoot my best, quoth Horseley then,

Your Honour shall see with might and maine.

But if I were hanged at your main-mast,

I have now left but arrowcs twaine.

Sir Andrew he did swarve the tree,

With right good will he swarved thenj

Upon his breast did Horseley hitt,

But the arrowe bounded back ages.
1
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Then Horseley spyed a privye place,

With a perfect eye in a secrette part,

Under the spoke of the right arme,

He smote Sir Andrew to the heart.

Fight on my men, Sir Andrew sayes,

A little Ime hurt, but not yett slaine;

He but lye downe and bleede awhile,

And then He rise and fight again.
*'

Fight on my men, Sir Andrew sayes,

And never flinche before the foe ;

And stand fast by St. Andrew's crosse,

Untill you hear my whistle blowe."

They never heard his whistle blow

Which madf their hearts waxe sore adread.

Then Horseley sayd, aboard, my Lord,

For well I wott Sir Andrew's dead.

They boarded then this noble shipp,

They boarded her with might and maine,

Eighteen score Scots alive they found,

The rest were either maim'd or slaine.

Lord Howard he tooke a sword in his hand,

And off he smote Sir Andrew's head ;

** I must have left England many a daye,

If thou wast alive as thou art dead."

He caused his body to be cast

Over the hachboard into the sea,

And about his middle three hundred crownes,

Wherever thou land this will bury thee.

Thus from the warres Lord Howard came,

And backe he sayled on the maine,

With mickle joy and triumphing,

Into Thames mouth he came againe.

Lord Howard then a letter wrote,

And sealed it with scale and ring,

Such a noble prize I have brought to your grace,

As never did subject to a king,

" Sir Andrew's shipp I bring with mee,

A braver shipp was never none,

NOW hath your Grace two shipps of warr?*

Before ia England was but cue,'*
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King Henryes grace with royall cheere,

Wclcomd the noble Howard home,
And where, sayed he, is the rover stout>

That I myselfe may give the doome.

The rover he is safe my Icige,

Full many a fadom in the sea ;

If he were alive as he is dead,

I must h.ive left England many a day.

And your Grace may thank four men in the shipp
For the victory wee have wonne,

These are William Horseley, Henry Hunt,

And Peter Simon, and his sonne.

To Henry Hunt, the King then sayed,

In lieu of what was from thee tane,

A noble a day now thou shalt hare,

Sir Andrew's jewels and his chayne.
And Horseley thou shalt be a knight,

And land and livings shalt have store ;

Howard *
shall be Erie Surrye hight,

As Howard erst have been before.

Now, Peter Simon, thou art old,

I will maintaine thee and thy sonne ;

And the men shall have five hundred marker^

For the good service they have done.

Then in came the Queene with ladyes fair,

To see Sir Andrew Barton knight ;

They weend that hee were brought on shore,

And thought to have seen a gallant sight.

But when they see his deadlye face,

And eyes soe hollow in his head,

I wold give, quoth the King, a thousand markes.

This man were alive as hee is dead.

Yett for the manfull part he playd,

Which fought soe well with heart and hand,

His men shall have twelve pence a day,

Till they come to my brother King's high land.

* Erie of Nottingham, and soe was never. MSV*
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, NOV. IO.

txtroB qfa letterfrom Sir Cbarks Morlce Pok, Ban. rice-Admiral of tbe

Blue, &c. to E<van Nepean, Esq. dated off Cadiz, >ka z^tb of L^ .c/,il>cr.

ENCLOSED
I transmit to vou a copy of a k-tter from Lieutenant

i Newton itartk, of riu Miibrook schoo.ier, stating his capture of
a Spanish privatser called the Baptista; and/jae from Captain. Hollis,
of the Thames frigate, informing me of the capture of the Spamow
Spanish privateer by. -the boats of the said ship in a spirited and gallantm inner, which I pray you LJ lay before my Lords Commisiioaiers ef
the Admiralty. , ^imq

Slk, His Majestys scbnns? Mi&rmk, off Cadiz, September ^ t .

I beg leave to inform you, that on the i5th instrint, being of Cape
Montego in his Majesty's schooner Milbrook, tinder my command, to

put myself under your orders, I perceived a sm^ll Spanish privateer,
which, after a lonig chase, I succeeded 'in securing j

her name is the

Baptista, mounting eight guns, and was faden wita a valuable cargo of

English prize butter, with which she was on her passage from Vigo
to Seville. I have the honotir to be, 'Sec:

Vice- Admiral Pole, fee. NEWTON STARCK.
His Majesifs ship Tbajntf, Sef^;n'jcr ^l t Cape Saint Marjr,

SIR, N. W. by N.four'ltaguej. },n
I have to inform you, that this morning at day-light, his Majesty's

ship Thames being between the Sand Hills of San Lucar ami Condan
Point, discovered an enemy's lugger. in the N. W. which, after a

chase of twelve hours (it then becoming calm, when about three miles

from the ship), was boarded in a very spirited manner by the boats of
the Thames, under the command of Lieutenants Hawkes, Stewart, and
Lucas. She is called the Sparrow, a Spanish privateer, mounting
two four-pounders, two brass swivels and small arms, and thirty-one
men, out fifty-four days, had taken a Gibraltar privateer, and was
on her return. I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) A. R. HOLLISr
Vice-Admiral Pole, &c. -

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, KOV. 14.

Copy ofa letterfrom the Right Hon. Admiral Lord Keith, &c. to Evan Ne-

pean, Esq. dated Foudroyant, Bay of Aboukir, September 2.

SIR,
I have the honour and satisfaction of acquainting you, for the in-

formation of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the im-

portant object of this expedition is fully accomplished ; .a capitulation

(of which a copy is inclosed), has been this day signed, providing
for the delivery to the Allies, to-morrow, of the enemy's entrenched

camp on the eastern side of Alexandria, and the fort Triangulaire,
and other important posts on the western side

;
and for that of the

town itself, the public efFefts, and the shipping in the harbour', at

the expiration of ten days, or sooner, if the enemy's troops can be

sooner embarked 5
as soon as I can obtain returns of the ships and

effects, they sJiail be transmitted to you. The merchant vessels are
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ver^* numerous, and one old Venetian ship of the line, with the French

frigates Egyptienne, Justice, and Regeneree, and some corvettes, ara

known^to be in the port. Their Lordships will. not fail to hava
ebserve'd from my former details, the meritorious conduct of the

Officers and men who have been from time to time employed on tire

various duties which the debarkation of the army and a co-ope; at ion
with them has required. Though opportunities for brilliant exer-
tion have been few since the 8th of March, the desire for participating
in it has been aftremitted. But the nature of this expedition has de-
manded from most of the Officers and stamen of the fleet, and parti-

ticularly from those of the troop ships, bomb vessels, and transports,
the endurance of labour, fatigue, and privation, far beyond what I

have witnessed before, and which I verily believe to have exceeded all

former example ; and it has been encountered and surmounted with,

a degree of resolution and perseverance which merits my highest
praise, and gwes both Officers and men a just claim to the p<otecY>on of
their Lordships, and the approbation of their country. The number
of Officers to whom I owe this tribute of approbation does not admit
of my mentioning them by name, but most of the Captains of the troop

ships have been employed in the superintendance of these duties, nd
I have had repeated urgent offers of voluntary service from all. The
agents for transports have conducted themselves with laudable dili-

gence and a&ivity in the service of the several departments to which-

they are attached, and displayed the greatest exertion and ability in .

overcoming the numerous difficulties with which they had to. contend.

The Captains and Commanders of the ships appointed for guarding
the port have executed that tedious and anxious duty with diligence
and success ; during my absence from the squadron, the blockade has

been conducted much to my satisfaction by Rear Admiral Sir Richard

Bickerton
j
and justice requires me to mention, that wlien I was with

the squadron, Captain Wilson, of the Trusty, was unwearied in bis

attention to the direction of all the duties in this bay. The Capitan.

Pacha has uniformly manifested the most anxious desire ofcontributing

by every means in his power, to the promotion of the service. Hav-

ing been generally on shore with his troops, the ships have been

submitted, by his orders, to my direction, and the OiHcers have paid

the most respectful attention to the instructions they have received

from me. Captain Sir Sidney Smith, who has served with such dis-

tinguished reputation in this country, having applied to be the bearer

of the dispatches, Announcing the expulsion of the enemy, I have

complied with his request ;
and I beg to refer their Lordships to

that aftive and intelligent Officer for .any particular information rela-

tive to this or other parts of the country, on which he has had oppor
tunities of making remarks. J have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) KEITH.

Copy -of another letter from the Right Hon. Lcrd Keitb, Admiral of the Blue,

&c. to Evan Ncpean, Esq. dated on board bit Majesty's skip Foudr6yant>.

BayofAbouklr, isth of September.

SIR,

You will be pleased to acquaint their Lordships, that the Ca^itan

Pacha and I have agreed on the enclosed distribution of the vessels of

war found in the enemy's possession in Alexandria, of which I trust

their Lordships will approve. J have the honour to be, &
..:... K.EII il

VI.



His Highness the Capitan Pacha and Lord Keith' have agreed to ft*
ceive the enemy's shios as under, viz

Capitan pacha Cause, 64.5 Justice, 4.^ : No. i. Venetian, 26.
Lord Keith. L'Egyptienne, 50 ; Kegeneree, u } No. ^. Venetian zfi.

The Turkish corvettes to be giVen to the Capitan Pacha j but to b
previously valued.

Copy ofa letterfrom Captain Hal.'ted, of Ms Majesty's ship Phoenix, to Rear-
Admiral Sir John Lorlase Warren, inclosed by the latter in a dispatch t9

Lord Keith.

siRi Phoenix, off Elba, August 5.

I beg leave to inform you, that at half past two P. M. a frigate and^
Several small vessels were seen to the southward of the Piombino Pa*
age, steering for Port Longone. The squadron under my command
went in chase of them immediately, and I have great pleasure in ac*

quaintingyou, that at ten minutes past eight, after several shot being
fired from bow and stern-chasers, Captain Gower, of the Pomone, ia
a veiy gallant and officer like manner, ran alongside the frigate, and,
af.er ten minutes resistance, she surrendered ;

she is La Carrere
French frigate, from Port Hercule, with ammunition for Longone,
mounting twenty six eighteen pounders, with two spare ports on her

main-deck, and twelve brass eights, with two brass thirty-six pound
carronades on her quarter-deck and forecastle, and three hundred and

fifty-six men. She is a very fine frigate, six years old, and just com-

pletely fitted at Toulon. The small vessels with her had ordnance
stores, &c. &c. for the same place, and I am fearful two or three

have got in. Captain Gower speaks in great praise of Mr. Lloyd, the
First Lieutenant of the Pomone, and also of all the rest of the Officers

and ship's company. The Phcenix not being able to get nearer than
random shot, did not fire; Captain Ballard, in the Pearl, when it was
doubtful at which point the wind would fix, very judiciously kept
between the enemy and Port Long-one, should he have attempted to

enter it. lam sorry to add a list of two killed and four wonn<'ed on
board the Pomone

; one of the former, Mr. Thomas Cook, Boatswain,
and one of the latter, Lieutenant Charles Douglas, of the Marines,
who has lost a leg. I have not yet received the correft account of
the loss of the enemy. I am, &c.

L. W. HALSTED.
P. S. Since writing the above, I am sorry to add that Lieutenant

Douglas has died of his wounds.
Rear-Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren, &c.

Jt list of killed and wounded on board bis Majesty's ship La Pomone, in affion

with the Trenchfrigate Le Carrere, off Elba, August 3.

Killed. Thomas Cook, Boatswain } Samuel Herring, Quarter-
Master.

Wounded. Charles Douglas, Lieutenant of Marines, since dead ; John
Cox, able staman, since dead

; John Brown, able seaman j John Boyd,
able seaman.

Copy ofanother Utter from Re?.r Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren., to Ad~
jvral Lord Keith, K. B.

MY LORD, Renown, at sea, %tb September.
I have much satisfaction in communicating to you Captain Halsted's

Tettw of th 2d instant; informing me of the capture of his Majesty's
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late ship the Success, and the destru&ion of La Bravoure frigate, of
4-6 guns, being the whole of the -enemy's squadron employed in the
attack of Porto Ferrajo, in the island of Elba. I feel much indebted
to Captain Hnlsted, who commanded his

Majesty's frigates I had
stationed for the defence of Elba, and also to Captains Cockbu-n and
Gower, for their zeal and good conduct, as well as every Officer and
man in the squadron, and trust .that the merit they have exhibited
on this occasion will entitle them to your Lordship's approbation and
favour. I have the honour to be, &c.

Right Hon. Lord Keith, K. B. &c.. J. BORLASE WARREN.
SIR, Phoenix, offVada, near Leghorn, September 2.

I beg leave to acquaint you, that while at anchor off Piombino, for
the purpose of preventing supplies being sent by the enemy from that

place to Port Longone, at half past six A. M.'his Majesty's ship Mi-

jjerve,
which had joined and parted from me the day before, was seen

in the N. W. standing towards the Phoenix, firing guns, and with the

signal flying for an enemy, I immediately made the Pomone the signal
to chase that way, she having joined me two days before, and got the
Phoenix under sail, upon which the Minerve bore up, and made all

sail to the northward, the Pomone and Phcen'ix following. About
june o'clock we saw two frigates to the northward, steering towards

^Leghorn, apparently French, and between ten and eleven we observed
that the nearest to us had run aground on the shore oiF Vada, and

upon the approach of the squadron, and a shot being fired towards her
from the Minerve in passfug, she struck her colours without firing
a gun, and was taken possession of by the Pomone. It was additional

pleasure when I found her to be his Majesty's late ship Success, corn-

pianded by Monsieur Britel. The Minerve, being the headmost ship
svent on in pursuit or the other, which was endeavouring to get to

Leghorn, .but fortunately the wind shifting to the northward, enabled
the Minerve to get well up with the enemy before he could accom-

plish his views ;
and after missing sfays, and attempting to wear, got

OA shore under the Lantegnano battery, to the southward of Leghorn*
where her masts soon wejit by the board, and the ship was totally Jost,

.having struck her colours Without making any resistance. She proves
to be La Bravoure French frigate, of 46 guns, commanded by Mons.

Dordelin, carrying twenty-eight twelve-pounders on her main deck,
with two hundred and eighty-three men, the Captain and several of
his Officers being made prisoners by the Minerve's boats. Captain
Cockburn informs me, that in Consequence of the surf running high,

night coming .on,.and the enemy on the shore firing upon the ship
and boats, he was prevented making a greater number of the Cretfr

prisoners $ and would have burnt her, had.it not been a certainty
that many of the enemy must have perished in the flames. Captain
Cockburn speaks in the handsomest manner of Mr. KeJ!y, his First

Lieutenant, as well as the rest of his Officers and ship's compaiiy,.on
this occasion. I feel much indebted to Captains Cockburn and
Gower for their zeal and aftivity, as the taking and destroying of

these two ships completes the demolition of the squadron of French

frigates (in less than a month), which had been empl yed in the

block-ide of Porto
; Ferrajo. I beg also to mention, that by the exer-

tions of Lieutenant Thompson, of the Phoenix, and the men employed
under him belonging. to the different ships, the Success has been got
oiF without receiving any material injury. The .anxiety shewn by all

board the Piicenix to get up with the enemy can be better
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imagined than I can describe. The above frigates left Leghorn Mole
in the evening of the jist ult. with orders from General Watrain to

attack the Pho nix, intelligence of which I had received about a week
before.' I have the honour to be, &c. . yd j

(Signed) L. W.HALSTED.
5;r John Eorla:e Warren, Bart. K. B. c.

Copy of another letter from Admiral Lard Keitkt K- S. &c. to E>van Nffeartt

Esq. dated on board bis Mqestfs shipFoudrojaut, Palette, Otiober 8.

SIR,

I have the pleasure of acquainting you, for the information of their

Lordships, that his Majesty's late sloop the Bull Dog has been re-

covered from the enemy by the
gallant

exertions of Captain Lord
William Stuart, of his Majesty's ship Champion ;

I enclose a copy, of
a .letter from Captain Rogers, of the Mercury, conveying the intelli-

gence of thut event to me
j
and have the honour to bt, &c.

V t?TT1 tTK.M1H.
MY LORD, Mercury, Gulfof Tarento, September 17.

Having received Information that his Majesty's late sloop the Bull

Dbg had sailed from Ancona on the 251!) of August, with several

trabacolos for Egypt or Tarento, laden with cannon, powder, shot,
&c. I went immediately in pursuit of thrm with the Mercury and

Champion; and on the morning of the i$th, just entering the Gulf
of Taieiito, we had the satisi'iction to difcover the St. Dorothea in
chase of the above-mentioned vessels, but at a very great distance to

wfmlward, and it Avas impossible to get near enough to keep sight of
them after dark

; however we continued beating to windward all

night, and at day-light the Champion made the signal for seeing them,
to 'leeward close in with Gallipoli ;

but she was unable to prevent
their anchoring under the guns of the garrison ; this was, however,
no check to the gallantry of Lord William Stuart, who persevered in
z very distinguished m.mncr, notwithstanding the fire from the bat-
teries and the Bull T>og, until he i;ot close under her stern, and then

gave her so v/arm'a return, that in a few minutes she hauled down
her colours, and the cable bting cut was soon without reach of the
batteries. There were four trabacolos and a tartan with the Bull Dog,
all ''of \vhich had warped close to the walls of the garrison, except-one
rrabacolo, which was also well in and defended by the batteries

; but
the Mercury was enabled to get 5.0 near as to drop a boat and bring
her off without mischief

;
she is laden with brass mortars, field-pieces,

&p'A\nH T
.v:is destined for Tarento.

Lord Wilihim Stuart reports one man killed on board the Champion,
and several shot ;.n the mast* and hull, chiefly from the batteries. I

fcate the honour to be, &c.
'

THOMAS ROGERS.
Riskt Han. LordKeitk, K. B. &c.

~"~"~~
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Ccfy vf a ktttrfram the Right HM. Lord Keith, K. B. Admiral of life Blue,
^r. to Evan Nc-fcan, Esq. dutui rovaroyant, off Alexandria^ August 27.

'> j ;^ixiijT

Vy '.otter of t;ie 5th instant acquainted you, for the information of
i, ;, tUhins, th:tr the embarkation of General Beiiiard's corps wa*

cany'mg into execution with ail possible dispatch"/ but on account of
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the diffiruity of gettiilg forward the immense quantity of baggage that

they brought with them from Cairo, the operation was protractea
till the 8th. The ships of war, as well as the transports, however,
were direcled to proceed by divisions. The Braakel, with the first

division, sailed on the 4th ;
the Inflexible, Dolphin, and Ulysses, with

the second, on the 6th ;
and the Experiment and Pallas, with the last,

on the ictii, carrying with them between thirteen and fourteen thou-
sand individuals from ail descriptions. The arrny of Cairo moved
on forthwith to the camp beiore Alexandria

$
and ths General, who did

me the honour of spending some days with me while the embarkatioa
of the French was going on, resolved on transporting by the Mareotis,
to the westward of Alexandria, a corps of about five thousand men,
und^-r the orders of Major General Coote, to divide the enemy's force
and attention, to invest the town closely on that side, and cut off" all

farther hope of reinforcement or supplies by land. On the ith I

proceeded with Lieutenant-Colonel AnstrutUer, the Quarter-Master-
General, to examiue the enemy's position on the side of the Lake,
and the strength of the flotilla that they had assembled there

; and

having ascertained that their armed force could be easily subdued,
and that a debarkation could be effected with little or no difficulty, th*
General determined to carry the measure into immediate effect

; to-

'secure the landing from interruption, Captain Stevenson, of the Eu-

rppa, who is continued in the command of the flotilla, was forthwith
directed to take a station in front of the gun-boats and armed boats

which the enemy had assembled on the Lake, and drawn up in a line

undec the protection of the batteries thrown up for their defence, to

keep them in check till they could be seized or destroyed. On the

evening of the i6th, all the boats of the ships of war and transports ia
this Bay were assembled in the Mareotis, with as many germs as could
-be collected from the Nile, for the purpose of receiving the troops,
who were embraked in the night, and landed without opposition the
next morning, under the superintendance of Captain Elpbinstone,

considerably further to the westward than was intended, the wind not

admitting of 'the bouts reaching the shore nearer to the town} the

enemy seeing no prospect left of saving their armed boats, set fire

to them and blew them all up in the course of this and the following

day, except two or three which hare fallen into or hands; whilst the

landing was carrying into eifecl, Captain Sir William Sidney Smith,
of the Tigr, was direcled with some sloops of war and armed boats

to make a demonstration ofattack upon the town. On the night of the

jyth, Major General Copte was enabled to establish batteries against

Marabout, a small fortified Island that protects the entrance into the

great harbour of Alexandria: on the western side, and distant from the

town about seven or eight miles, which for many reasons, it was impor-
tant to po^ess ; Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton, having the

command of the squadron blockading the port, direcled armed launches

from the ships to co-operate with the troops, nnd the garrison,

Consisting of near 200 men, unequal to farther resistance, surrendered
as prisoners of war on the evening of the zistj Mr. Hull, Midship-
man, and one seaman, of the Ajax, were killed on this service, ajid-

two seamen, of the Northumberland, wounded. Qn the afternoon

of the same day the Rear- Admiral ordered the Cynthia, Port Mahon,
Vktorieuse, and Bon Citoyenne, with three Turkish corvettes* to

proceed into the harbour under the direction of the Hpnourable
Canrnin Ochiane, of the Ajax (a channel haying been previously

Urveyed with ^reat industry and prec^iwji by Lieutenant Withers, <f
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the Kent j) and on the morning of the aid, Major-General Cootef'*

tetachment moved forward four or five miles on the narrow isthmu*

leading to the town, formed by the Mareotis or inundation on the
soutu side, and the harbour on the north j Captain Stevenson with
the gun vessels on the lake covering the right flank, and Captain
Coclnane, with the sloops of war and armed boats, protecting their

Jeft. The position which the Major- General took up, and that occu-

pied by our little squadron, which has been since reinforced by the

JDiane, completed the blockade of the town. The Rear- Admiral gives
great commendation to the Honourable Captain Cochrane, for the
jealous and judicious manner in which he executed the service en-
trusted to him. Soon after our ships entered the harbour, the enemy
unk several vessels between our advanced ships and their vessels in

:port, to obstruct our further progress to the eastward, and moved
their frigates and corvettes from Fig Tree Point close up to the town.
General Menou finding himself closely pressed on the eastward df
.the town by the Commander in Chief, who had carried some of the

enemy's important redoubts, and establiflied strong batteries against
their entrenched lines

}
and on the western side by Major-General

Coote, who had, during the preceding night, driven in several of their

out posts, and advanced close up loan important position
which the

enemy seemed conscious of being unable to -defend j sent out, on the

evening of the 2.6th, proposals for an armistice of three days to ar-

range terms of capitulation, which I have no doubt will soon termi-

nate iu thtsurrencier of the town. I have the honour to be, Sir, &c.
KEITH.

of a letter from Pic?-Admiral Rainier, Commander in Chief of hit

Majesty''i ships and vessels in the East Indies, to <uan i'cpean> Esq. dated

9n board, ibe Arrogant, at sea, March 31, 1801.

SIR,

You will herewith receive for their Lordships' information, an ac-
count of vessels captured, &c. by his Majesty's ships in the Indiaft

Seas-between the zjd August 1800, and 3ist March 1801.

I have the honour to be, &c.
PETER RAINIER.

_

Ji list of enemy"
1

s ships and vessels captured or destroyed, with recaptures made

by his Majesty's squadron in the Indian seas, under the command of Peter

Rainier, Esq. Vite-Admiral and Commander in Chief, between the i^def
Jltigujt, 1800, and^ist of March, 1801.

Dutch brig De Vrow Elizabeth Christiana, of six guns, twenty men,
and one hundred and twenty tons, from Batavia, in ballast, taken off

-Batavia, August 23, 1800, by a squadron of his Majesty's ships under
the .command of Captain Bail, of the Daedalus, on their arrival at

B'.tavia, consisting of the following ships, viz. Daedalus, Captain Ball j

Centurion, Captain Rainier ; Braave, Captain Alexander ; La Sybi'.le,

.Captain Adam.
top Vrow Cornelia, of six guns, ten men, and seventy
Batavia, lading various

j
taken off Batavia, August zj,

o.

h brigs, burnt in Batavia roads, August 2,3, by ditto.

i ships, nine brigs, and five sloops (besides two brigs
towed by the enemy into the pier) j

scuttled in Batavia

t 23, iSoo-, by ditto.

I
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Dutch ketch (name unknown), of four guns, thirty men, and one
hundred and twenty tons, from Palambang, laden with sundry China
articles ; destroyed in Batavia roads, August 43, 1800, by the Dse i.i)us,

Centurion, Branve, and La Sybille.
Dutch brig (no nr/ne), of six guns, six men, and three hundred

atod fifty tons, in ballast
5
taken in Batavia roads, August 553, 1800, by

ditto.

A coppered brig, built by the Dutch Government, quite new and
pierced for sixteen guns, having fourteen six and four- pounders oa
board, named by Captain Ball the Admiral Rainier, of sixteen guns^
and one hundred and fifty tons, in ballast; taken at Kuyper's Island)

August 23, 1800, by ditto.

Dutch vessel, of four guns, six men, and sixty tons, in
ballast}

taken August 23, 1800, by dittos

Dutch brig (name unknown), of six guns, twenty-five men, and
four hundred tons, from Samarang, laden with rice

j
taken August

65, j8oo, by the Braave's boats, Captain Alexander.
Dutch brig (no name), of six guns, sixteen men, and one hundred

tons* from Samarang, laden with rice ;
taken August it, by La iybilie'*

boats, Captain Adam.
Five Dutch proas, from Batavia, in ballast ; taken off Carawang,

October 9, 1800, by La Sybille, Captain Adam.
Four Dutch prois, armed with swivels, from Batavia, laden with

rice ; Taken off Carawang, October 15, 1800, by ditto.

Four Dutch proas, of six guns three eight-pounders mounted on
field carriages, with side arms, &c. complete; three four-pounders on
ship carriages, with twelve rounds of ammunition for ditto, from Ba-

tavia, laden with coffee; taken off Maroondah, October 17, 1800, by
ditto.

Four Dutch proas, from Batavia, laden with sugar ; taken off Ma-
roondah, October i8, 1800, by ditto.

Twelve Dutch proas (five of which were lost, with most of their

cargoes, bringing them to La Sybille), from Batavia, laden with coffee ;

taken in a river between Carawang and Maroondah, October 19, 1.800,

by ditto.
If.i

.
j

, Three Dwtch gun-boats and two coffee boats; taken in Carawang
river, October 28, 1800, by the brig Rainier (armed by Captain Ball),
Lieutenant Dobbie.

Five Dutch gun-boats, burnt in Carawang river, October a8, 1800,

being two much shattered by the shot to bring off, by ditto.

Dutch accommodation boat (belonging to the Governor) ; taken irt

Carawang river, October a*, 1800, by ditto.

French coppered sloop I/Adle, Captain Surcouf, of twelve guns
and sixty men (pierced for sixteen guns, had been ten weeks from the

Isle of. France, and had taken four prizes), from the Isle of France on
a cniise

;
taken at sea, latitude 18 deg. N. longitude 91 deg. E. No*

vember 12, 1800, by the Albatross, Captain Waller.

Four proas (Malay pirates), having each from one to two nine-

pounders on board, from Mendana; burnt at sea, island of Lucepara,
E. 33 deg. S. distance five or six miles, December 16, 1800, by the

quadron before mentioned.
French coppered sloop La Gloire, of ten guns and one hundred and

eleven men (mounts eighteen guns, and had on board one hundred
and eighty-three men when she left the Isle of France, had taken six

prizes and sunk, several others), from the Isle of France on a cruise;

taken at sea, latitude 15 deg. 17 min. N. longitude 87 deg. E,
March *3, 1801, by the Albatross, Captain Waller.'

PETER RAINIER.
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, NOV. ti.

'Copy ofa letter from the Right Hon. Lord Keith, K. 8. Commander in Chiefof
fii Majestfs ships and vessels Li the Mediterranean, to Evan Nepcan,
Esq. dated on board the Foudrojant, of Alexandria, the ^1th of August,
jBoj.

SIR,

I have the honour of continuing a report of such captures made
by his Majesty's ships under my command, as have reached me since

my last return on the 1 7th of February j and am, Sir, &c. &c.
KEITH.

List of vessels, captured, re-captured, or destroyed fy bis Majesty* shipj
serving on the Mediterranean station under the command of the Right Hon.
Lord Keith, K. B. Admiral of the Blue, Commander in Chief, &c. &c. &c.
since the ijth of February, 1801, including such as were captured befart
that period but not reported to the Admiral 'when the last return was made.

The Spanish bows Diane j taken by the Theseus, Captain John
StJbs.

The vessel Die Erax Anna, from Bourdeaux, laden with wine, &c. ;

taken by the Minerve, Captr.in George Cockburn, May \\.

The Spanish brig Mexicano, from Bayonne bound to Teneriffe, in

ballast } retaken by the Minerve, Captain George Cockburn, May 25.
The French brig Due Fratelii, from Bastia bound to Toulon, in

ballast ; taken by the Mutine, Captain William Host, September z.

The French trebaccolo La Batagliadi Marengo, privateer, from Ra-
vannahon a cruise

;
taken by the Pigmy cutter, Lieutenant William

Shepheard, September 6.

The Imperial trebaccolo Divine Providence, from Cesenatiro bound
to France, laden with rope, &c

;
taken by ditto, September 17.

The Neapolitan polacre brig Madona de Laure, from Trepano bound
to Ponto Gai, laden with salt

5
taken by ditto, September 20.

The Spanish vessel La Virgen del Rosario ; taken by the Albanaise,

Captain Francis Newcombe, September *o.

The Santa Maria trebaccolo, from Barre bound to Ferraro, laden
with linseed

j
cleared by ditto, Oftober 9.

The Imperial trebaccolo Divine Providence, from Monopoli bound
to Milan, laden with oil

; taken by the Pigmy cutter, Lieutenant,
"William Shepheard, October 10,

The Spanish brig St. Bartholomew, laden with merchandize 5 taken

by the Foudroyant, Diadem, &c. Odtober 14.
A Cisalpine trebaccolo, from Ravenna bound to Pesario, laden with

pine : taken by the El Corso and Pigmy, November 1 6.

A Cisalpine trebaccolo, from Ravenna bound to Pesaro, in ballast,
taken by ditto, November 16.

The Danish brig Anna Maria, from Malaga bound to Leghorn,
laden with wine ; detained by the Santa Teresa, Captain Robert Camp-
bell, December 9.
The Danish ship Susanna, from Leghorn bound to Genoa, laden .

with cotton, oil, Sec. ; detained by ditto, December n.
The English brig Speedy, from Newfoundland bound to Oporto,

laden with cod fish
$ recaptured by the Netley, Lieutenant F. G. Bond,

December 16.

A Spanish lugger (name unknown), from Vigo, laden with wine,-
&c.

j
retaken by ditto, December 17, and carried into La Guards.



The French brig Good Friends, from Leghorn bound to Marseilles,
laden with twenty-eight fng*bf5sVgutl7HW^ras8 mortars, shot and
shells; taJ^ejft .by the QsroJin^afld 5al^nej;JJciB2nbeT' ?fa
A French tarrap, (nanie .ynknown)- front-Marseilles bound to Cette,

in ballast
;
taken hy t..c Mercury, ta^t-W:Thontes--jR>ogers, Januatjr 5.

^The Imperial ship La Sfinw, from Barcelona bound to Trieste, Ifcdeu

with brandy j
taken by the El Cos so and Pigmy, January 17.

A, the Morea, bound
k'.m..4 v 17.
ibnd bound to Lisbon,

laden with rtwj'thotisand time hundred quintals of cod-fish
; re-cap-

Renown, Captain J >hn C. White, January

etf by the Gibraltar, Captain 'W. H! Kelly, FebruYi-y 6.

'bo gad,to Hara-

Geerg?

.'\Vedish~ galliot Miria Frederica, from Valencia Ijound to __

ba/gh,Vaden witp-vvins and hr...iu\ ;
d-"ained by .4 it to,.' February.

hides-^aiiy -fis!i ; detain :d" by the Mercury:, Captain .Thomas" Kgre--s,
FebVu.
-"^TJie Swedis"h "brig

1

Jun^e*afl7 oftwo guns and e^ghtjoiept', fconi, Mi*
laga bound to Aljona, .laden with jvine and fruit ; .detaiiieti, by -At
Dragon, "Captain" George Campbell, Flbruaryj.vV
The Danish

ship
Three Sicters, from, Alicant bound

r
to Copcj^ha

vftth one hundred and seventy tons of salt
; deta'ine!4by;jaift6,.yd3->

ruary 7.

The-Dafnsh' "ship Providence/ l.iden with brandy
-

} detaiued by the-

Gibraltar, Captain Williarp H. Kelly, February 8.

Th*' Danish brig Graff Bernstoffe^ laden wit^a^j detaijxsd by Ue.
Minerve, Captain^George Cockbuni, February 8,

The Swedish brig Amphion . laden wit!) sugar and tobacco j detained

by the Renown, Captain Jxjhn C. White, February -SYjj. r '^
The Danish bri^ Adjutor, in ballast j u^taiiud by the Gibraltar,

Captain William H. Kelly, February _S.
'.

The Swedish galliot Cat her; na Christiana, laden with tar, ,$ .4ejtapl
by-*h'^ Kinerve, Capl:iin George C ckburn, Februajy^ vc
The Euridice Syvedish brig laden with wine, raibins^a

detained by ditto, February S.
^ 73firrjvoV! -pJJi'l> vrf

The Spanish lugger Sc Francisco la Pauh privateer of two;

four swlvtls, and tnirt) eiglit men, from Poiul^rvedra, oii,^r c^
taken by the Netley, Lieutenant James Klein, February "9, -jsdmoDsQ
The Spanish privateer t>an Josef alias Elbelos, o/ Jour g:ijj," J;

swivels, and fifty."five men, from Coiuniu., on u. cru . :

Februajy n. I af

An English b^, (name unknown) from. .Southampton bound

Opom', in builast
; recaptured by ditto, February 'n.

'

.

An English snow, (name unknown) fro.n London bound
a ballast

; re-captured by ditto, February i,,,,a>--

VL "3"
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The Swedish ship Sarkaman, of four guns and twelve men, laden with

salt ;
detained by the Phoenix, Captain Lawrence William Halstead,

February 12.

The Swedish ship Victorian, laden with wine
;
detained by ditto,

February ia.

A Danish ship (name unknown) ;
detained by the Phoebe, Captain

Robert Barlow, February n,.

A Danish brig (name unknown) ; detained by ditto, February 1 3.

The Danish ship Adonis, from Copenhagen bound to Trieste, laden

with stockfish ; detained by 1 Corse and Pigmy, February 13.

Tl.e Danish ship Minerva, from Ivica bound to Holmstand, laden with

salt
j
taken by the Phoenix, Captain Lawrence William Halsted, Feb-

ruary 14.

A Danish frigate j
detained by the Genereux, Captain Munley Dixon,

February 15.
A neutral vessel, (name unknown) with five thousand quarters of

wheat on board ;
detained by the Dragon, Captain George Campbell,

February 16.

The Spani;.h ln cr Nostra Santa del Carmen, from Vigo bound to

Ferrol, laden with" wine and sardinias 5 taken by the N'etley, Lieutenant

James Mein, February 16.

The Danish brig Madellina Christiana, from Venice bound to Zantc,
laden with plank, &c.j detained by the El Corso and Pigmy, Feb-

ruary 16.

The French xebec La Fiu ienne, of six guns and thirty-eight men,
with one thousand two hundred stand of arms on board, from Leghora
bound to Alexandria; taken by the Minorca, Captain George Miller,

February 16.

The Swedish brig Koppet, from Tunis bound to Marseilles, in

ballast
;
detained by the Mercury, Captain Thomas Rogers, for break-

ing the blockade, February 17.

The Danish bark Hercules, from Bergen bound to Naples, Inderf with

stockfish
5

detained by. the Heftor, Captain John Elphinstone, Fe-

bruary 17.
The French Trebaccolo la Delaide privateer of three guns and fifty-

one men, from Ancona on a cruise ; taken by the Pigmy cutter, Lieu-

tenant William Shepheard, February 18.

The ship L'Esperance, from Tunis, laden with silk, cotton, and

ether merchandize ;
taken by the Mercury and Mermaid, February 18.

The Spanish schooner Rosa, from Barcelona bound to Alexandria ;

taken by the Flora, Captain R. G. Middleton, February 19.

The English snow Edward and Mary, from Oporto bound to Fal-

mouth, laden with beef, pork, and coals; recaptured by the Netley,

Lieutenant James Mein, February 20.

The Genoese settee Beato, from Selloa bound to Port Maurice, la-

den with wine ;
taken by the Mermaid, Captain Robert D. Oliver, Fe-

bruary ii.

The Swedish Providentia, from Medina bound to Stockholm, laden

with lemon juice and sulphur ;
detained by the Hclor, Captain John

Elphinstone, February 21.

The Spanish settee St. Christie, laden with oil and almonds
5
taken

by the Mermaid, Captain Robert D. Oliver,-February 22.

The Genoese settee Vierge de Carmo, laden with wine
;
taken by

dittOj.February a*.
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The 'Srwni sir settee La Rhone, laden with oil and rice: taken by
ditto, February 22

A Danish merchantman } detained by the Genereux, Captain Mr.n'.ey
Dixon, February 22.

The French brig La Caroline, of four guns, from Genoa bound to

Alexandra, laden" with ordnance stores; taken by the Speedy, Captain
the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Cochrane, February 24..

The French Polacre ship La Vertue, of six guns and twenty-six men,
laden with sundry merchanJi/e, from France bound to Alexandria

;

tais.cn by the squadron under the command of Captain T;io:;ias Louis,
of the .Minotaur, February 26.

The Imperial Trebuccolo Madona del Annunciade, from Trieste
bound to i< iifme, laden with hemp; retaken by El Corso and Piornv,
from a French prirateer, February 27.
The Genoese ship Virgo Potens, from Marseilles bound to Genoa,

laden with salt and merchandize
;
taken by the Pearl and Santa Te-

resa, February 28.

A Genoese tartan, (name unknown,) from Marseilles to Genoa,
)aden with corn

; sunk, part of her cargo saved by ditto, February 28.

The French tartan La Virge, from Marseilles bound to Genoa, in
ballast : scuttled by ditto, February 28.

A Greek vessel, (name unknown,) laden with wine and snuif, bound
to Alexandria; taken out from under the guns of Marabout, and
scuttled by the boats of the Greyhound, Captain Charles O^;e,
March 6.

A French polacre (name unknown,) laden with wine
; cut out from

under Aboukir castle, by Captain Maitland, with some boats of th

squadron, March 6.

A Greek caicque, bound to Alexandria; Drove on shore, off the

Tower of Arabs, by the Petterel and Vi&orieuse, March n.
The French aviso Madona di Santa Ceriaco, from Ancona bound to

Alexandria, with troops, &c.
; taken by the Greyhound, Captain

Charles Ogle, March :2.

The French trebaccolo L'Achille privateer of six guns, from An-
eo:ia, on a cruise

j
taken by Ei Corso anil Pigmy, March 15.

The French aviso L'Espeigle, from Krindise bound to Tarento
;

taken by the Modeste, Contain' Martin Hinton, March 17.
-

The French shin La Julie Rosalie, from Toulon bound to Alexan-

dria, laden with merchandize and provisions; taken by La Miaerve,
Pearl, and Santa Teresa, March 20.

The French bombard La Courageux, from Toulon bound to Alex-

andria, laden with sundry merchandize; taken by the Mercury, in

sight of Sir John Warren's squadron, March 29.
The French bombard St. Gerrist, from Toulon bound to Alexan-

dria, laden with sundry merchandise} taken by the Mercury, Captain
Thomas Rogers, March 30.

The French brig La Gentil seconde, from Bayonne bound to Sene-

ga!, laden with baie goods and wine
;
taken by the El Carmen, Captain

William Selby, April 3.

The Spanish schooner San Josef, from Santa Cruz bound to Cadiz,

laden with hides and cinnamon ;
taken by ditto, April 6.

The Spanish brig St. Francisco Paulo, from Alicant bound to Mar-

seilles, laden with barrels and oil j
taken by the Santa Teresa, Captain

R. Campbell, April 7.

The Spanish xebec Santa de Carme, from Alcudia bound to Palma,

laden with brandy, ^c. j taken by ditto, April 10.
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The Imperial brig Nuova Armieize, from Cyprus bound to Trieste i

taken by the LI Corso, Captain William Ricketts, April ,,.

i j '."P "** briS "dre Aroaroza, from Medina bound to Trieste,laden with cotton; taken by ditto, April IT.A Spanish xebec of six guns, laden with sardinias : taken by the
Speedy, Captain the Rignt Hon. Lord Viscount Cochrane, April 15.The schooner La Madona de Coutta, from Ancona bound to Alex-

fe/ V>
e" by the V -a "

ie
> Captain John Rjchards, April ,7.The CisaJpine trebaccolo St. Luizi. from Eipidore bound fo Sinielia,

tJ 7 th E1 C rS0' Captain Wllham

La Superbs French privateer j taken by the Vincego, Captain R.
Long, April 17.

'
.

The Fiench trebaccolo Mandona de Lorette, from Ancona bo.ind to
Alexandria ; taken by the Viftorieuse, Captain J. Riciiards, April 18.

I ne imperial brig L'Imperetare, from Trieste hound to Zante, ladenwith merchandise
j re-taken by El Corso, Captain William Ricketts,

April 15.
The Spanish xebec Sirta Christe. from Majorca bound to Barcelona,

A ! iTs
range3 i

"taken by the Santa Teresa ' ^-iptain R. Campbell,

The Spanish xebec Virgin del Carmine, of four guns, from Majorcabound to Marseilles, Jaden with oil
; taken bydittS, April 28.

Ine Oenoese
ship bt. Joseph and Maria Veloce, from Genoa to

Alexandria, laden with brandy, wine, and arms
$
taken by the Pearl,

rettereH, and Vittoneuse, April 29.The Fiench aviso La Prudente, from Ancona bound to Alexandria,
i with provisions, powder, arms, and troops ;

taken by the Pe-
nelope, Determine?, and Termagant, April 29.

"

The French aviso La Prevoyunt, from Ancona
5 taken by the Pearl,

retterell, and Vicrorieuse, April 30.
The Spanish brig St. Antonio, from Barcelona bo-md to Alexandria,Jaden wita ordnance stores

} taken by the Greyhound, Captain Charles
Ogle, May 2.

_

A Spanish pinco, of two guns, laden with corn, oil, &c. from Ma-
joica bound to Barcelona ; taken by the Speedy, Captain the Hon.Lord Viscount Cochrane, May 4.
The .Spanish ship Sacred Family, of twelve gun?, from Alicantbound toBarcelor. a ,iaden with tar, bass-rope, &c.

;
taken by the Santa

Teresa, Captain R. Campbell, May 4.The Spanish xeb-.c Jes'u Maria, fro:n Ivua bound to Barcelona, ladenwnh cotton and locusts
; taken bydiito, May 4.The French brig La Jhithelemy Transport, from Toulon bound to

GArliiagcna j taken by the Mermaid, Captain K. D. Oliver, Mnv 17.

'

^ K u
C
f

Chf SC mare
'
S ^RMo'ue* from JJurics, with troops 5taken by the Mondov., Captain A. Duff, -M'.y ^:

V13 L '

Ldair' f;
"0m ^^/v,ith troops; taken by

Curios, with troops ,

The Spanish mistico Jean Baptistc, from Cadiz hound to Vera Cruz,Jaden with bale goods, wine, and sundries; taken by El Carmen
Captain Walham Selby, since carried into Cadiz by the,
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The French vessel Ecrivisse, of one brass gun and sixteen men, from
Alexandria bound to Ancona, with dispatches ;

taken by El Corso,
Captain W. Ricketts, May 27.
The Spanish schooner Primiveray Concevida, from Magadore bound

to Teneriffe, laden with wool and sundries
;

taken by El Carmen,
Captain William Selby, May 28.

The French xebec Good Union, of 'ten guns and ninety-two men,
from Alexandria bound to France

j taken -by the Pique and Deter-

niinee, May 30.
The French brig La Prudente, of two guns and thirty-six men, from

Toulon bound to Alexandria, laden with ammunition, artificers' tools,
and Comedians

j
taken by the Pigmy cutter, Lieutenant W. Shepherd,

June 8.

The polacre La Vierge de Negis,from Toulon bound to Alexandria j

taken by the Viftorieuse, Captain J. Richards, June 9.
The chasse maree La Trompeuse^ from Ancona j

taken by the Gogo
schooner, Lieutenant Milne, &c. June' 9.
The chasse maree La Felicite, from Ancona

;
taken by the Port

Mahon, Captain William Buchanan, &e. June 9.
Tiie Spanish tartan Senora St. Anna, from Algeziras bound to

Malaga, with coals 5 taken by El Carmen, Captain William Selby,

June 21.

The chasse maree La Josephine, from Ancona
;
taken by the Port

Mahon, Captain William Buchanan, &c. June 9.
The Buonaparte, from Genoa bound to Alexandria ;

taken by the

Viftorieuse, Captain J. Richards, June 10.

The Spanish .poiacre Nostra Senora de los Dolores, from Algeziras
bound to Carthagena, laden with copper-bolts, materials for making
glue, and paper j taken by the El Carmen, Captain William Selby,

June 2 1.

A Spanish tartan (name unknown), from Algeziras bound to Ma-

laga, in ballast; taken by ditto, June ai.

La Tigre tartan, a pirate, of eight guns, six and twelve pounders,
and sixty men, from Ancona, with plunder on board

j
cut out by

the boats of the Mercury and El Corso, June 23.
The Neapolitan brig Jem, Maria, Guiseppo, from Palermo bound

to Leghorn, laden with wine, oils, &c. supposed to be French pre-

perty ;
taken by the Pearl, Captain Samuel J. Ballard, June 15.

The Genoese tartan Alcsieone Pion, from Palermo bound to Leg-
horn, laden with allum and wool

j
taken by ditto, June 25.

The Neapolitan brig La Madone Adollaratta St. Michael, from

Naples bound to Porto Ferrajo, laden with corn and wine
j
taken by

ditto, June 28, having no proper papers.
The Neapolitan tartan St. Michael L'Ami del Purgatoria, from

Naples bound to Mahon, laden with wine
$
taken by ditto, June 28,

having no proper papers.A French tartan privateer, fr,om Piombino; taken by ditto, July i.

A French tartan (name unknown) from Piombino, in ballast j taken

by ditto, July i.

Three French tartans, run on shore and destroyed by ditto,

July i.
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^imperial parliament.

HOUSE OF LORDS, OCT. 30.

EARL
St. Vincent after a short preface, highly complimentary,moved, That the Thanks of this House be given tdI Rear-Ad-S *-

r
J
am
l
S
-
Saurnfez K" B ' for !"s gallant and distinguishedCondttcVm the aftion with the combined fleet of the enemy offAlteziras,on the izttiand isth of July last.

Lord Viscount Nelson seconded the motion. He said, he couldnot g*e his silent vote to a motion that fo cordially had his assent.
r

\
be the frlend of Sir Janies Saumarez. Therf*u i u marez. e

Officer^ rl at 'he
.

h dofthe Admiralty, had lelected out that greatOfficer to watch the French in that important quarter, and the NobleLord had not been deceived in his choice. .He would as.ert, a
grea:er aftion was new fought than that of Sir James Saiimarez.

>e gallant Admu-al had, oeiore that action, undertaken an ent- rpri^ethat none but the most gallant Orncer, and the bravest ser.men, couldhave attempted. He had tailed thresh an accident
; by the faliin- of

the wind
j for, he ventured to say, if that had not tai.ed'liira, Sir Jamesumirez would have captured the French fleet. The promptnesswith.wnjch Sn- James refitted; the spirit with wluch he attacked

a superior force, after his recent disaster
j and the madcriy conduft of

ie action
; he djd not think, were ever furpasscd. His Lordshipentered very much into the detail oftiieaftion. After which, he said,e merit of Sir James Saumarez would be less wondered at when

IDe school m which he was educated was couriered by tl-eir Lord-
ai
$

S '

,

Wa
1
educated at first under Lord Hood; and aftc-ruvu'ds

under the Noble Earl near him (Earl dt. Vincent;. Lord Neiion ^ve
an account ot some of the meniorable services of Sir James Saujaarer.
nile a Captain j and concluded by apologising to tue House for the

trouble he had given their Lordships. [Ageaeraicry of, 'Hear ! H^r
.'}1 ne motion was then put and carried ncm. dls.

Earl St. Vincent next formally moved the Thanks of the House to
tiie Captains commanding ships under Sir James Saumarez in the
action.'

The Duke of Clarence rose, and said, he should have given his
testimony m an ample manner, to the merit both of that gallantumcer Sir James Saumarez, and the Captains who bad the ood fortirie
to be ia the aftion, if the Noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty,and the Hero of the Nile, had not been prefent to do them greater
justice than his praise could afford. He could not, however, rive
a silent assent to the motion. He heartily concurred in all that had
been said by the two Noble Lords. As a professional man he gavehis vote to the motion, as well as one partaking of the benefit rendered
the whole country by the viftory of Sir James Saumarez. Two of the
Captains who had the jood fortune of the d.?y had been his brother
Jttcers, Captain Keats and Captain Hood, and he would venture to
say, the Navy had not more promising Officers. He had been four
years and a half in the last war Midshipman in the same watch with.
Captain Keats, and he knew him to be 3 most brave and able Officer.The motion was put, and carried nem. dis*

Earl St. Vincent then moved the Thanks of the House to the Seamenand Marines serving in Sir James Saumarez's squadron. Agreed to,
vent. tat.



IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 41*

-NOVEMBER 12.

Lord Hobarty. after lamenting that his Noble Friend at the head of the

Admiralty was unable to attend in his place to move the Thinks of
the House to the Navy, he being so'ihu'ch better able to do justice to
their services, proposed several resolutions, to thank Lord Keith,
Admirals Blanket, JSickcrton, and Warren, and the Chiicers and men
'serving in the several ships under their command. His Lordship ob-
served, that Sir J. II. Hutchinson, in his dispatches, declared hs could
not have brought the campaign to so glorious a termination, if he had
)iot been supported by the cordial and indefatigable ca operation of
the Navy.
Lord Nelson said, the service in Egypt war, of a double nature, yet

of equal importance ;
it fell to the lot of the Army to fight, and of the

Navy to labour; they hud equally performed their duty, and w-re
equally entitled to thanks. The Resolutions were unanimously
agreed to.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
OCTOBER 30.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he had a motion to mak?,
wherein he anticipated the warmest concurrence of the House ;

it

was a motion of thanks to the gallant Sir James Saumarez, and the
brave Officers and men under his comnnnd. On this subjeft he knew
there would be no difference of opinion. Every Gentleman who heard
him would join in his praise, and every one unite in his eulogium.
He then entered into an animated display of the gallantry and per-
severance manifested in the attack on the enemy^s ships in the Bay of

Algeziras by the squadron under his command, when accident alone

prevented the accompli fhment of that which valour, aided by
judgment, would otherwise have achieved

; but, although he lost in

the attempt one of his Majesty's ships, and that ship one half of her

crew, still he retired from the conflict, not disheartened, but invi-

gorated not checked, but roused
5
and possessed only, like all great

minds after disappointment, with determination instead of despon-
dency, and with confidence instead of fear, that, if another oppor-
tunity should be offered him, he would present the enemy with fresh

proofs of British valour, and new examples of British spirit, worthy
the hero who fought the battle of the i4.th of February under Lord St.

Vincent, and the hero who shared the conflict with Lord Nelson of
the Nile. He then concluded with moving the Thanks of the House
to Sir James Saumarei;, K. B. and to the Oiiicers and men under

him, for their gallant and intrepid bravery in
fighting_

with the

enemy on the isthand i4th days of July last, in the Straits of Gib-

raltar; which-puffed Tiem. 'ccn. and the same were ordered to be com-
municated to Sir James by the Speaker.

NOJfEMEER 12.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, after paying many high compli-
> ments to the British forces in Egypt, moved the Thanks of the House
to Admiral Lord Keith, K. B. for his important services, and tlie aid

rendered by him to the army in Egypt.
This motion was unanimously agreed to, as were his several sub-

sequent motions of Thanks to the Admirals Rahii'.-r, Blanket,
:Sir

Richard Bickerton, Sir John Boriase Warren, and the Officers, sea-

menr and marines under their command ; and UJSQ to the Generals,

Officers, and privates of the hind forces.
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PORTSMOUTH, OCT. 26.

COURT-Martial was held on board the Gladiator, in this harbour/
for the trial of JOHN MURRAY, corporal of Marines, for absenting
himself from his post at the dock-gates of this port, and for getting
drunk and using insolent and mutinous expressions upon his return
to the ship.

Rear-Admiral HOLLOWAY, President.

M. GREETHAM, Esq. Judge-Advocate.
The charge being fully proved, the Court adjudged him to be re-

duced to a private, and to receive 100 lashes.

17. A Court-Martial was held on board the same ship, on Mr.
WILLIAM LIND, Surgeon of the Star sloop, for nigltcl of duty ;.aud
being found guilty thereof, he was dismissed from his office of Surgeon.
AW. 3. A Court Martial was held on board the same ship, on

Captain JOHN GARDNER, of his Majesty's brig Star. The charges-
were exhibited against him by Mr. WILLIAM LIND, late Surgeon of
the Star, for cruel, oppressive,

and tyrannical treatment of his Officer^
for having traded in slaves, and various articles, on the Coast of Mada-
gascar, and for having plundered a French prisoner. A number of
witnesses having been 'examined, consisting, of the Officers and ship's

company of the Star, the Court decided that the charges have not beea

proved against the said Captain JOHN GARDNER, but are ill founded,
malicious, vexatious, scandalous, arid infamous, and doth adjudge
Iiim to be honourably acquitted.

14.. A Court-Martial was held yesterday, and continued .by ad-

journment until this day, on board the same ship, on Vice-Admiral
Sir WILLIAM PARKER, Bart.

The charge was,
"

Sending the America and Cleopatra to the West
, Indies, and

permitting
them to cruise there, contrary to the orders

of the Lords of the Admiralty."
MEMBERS OF THE COURT.

Admiral Sir THOMAS PASLEV, Bart. President.

Adm. Slceffington Lutwidge, Vicc-Adm. Alex. Grxtne,
Rear-Adm. John Holloway, Rear-Adm. Thomas Totty,

Capt. Charles Stirling, Capt.Samuel Hood,
Hon. Robert btopford, Joseph Sydney Yorke,

'

Philip C. Durham, Frank >-otheron,

C.W.Patterson, James N. Newman.
M. GKEETHAM, Esq. Judge-Advocate.

Sir WILLIAM made a defence so forcible, convincing, and exculpa-

tory, as impressed the whole Court not only v.ith a complete con-

viction of his innocence, but also of his having acted upon principles
dictated by an ardent desire to serve the country. His sentiments

were given with a particular perspicuity, without any artifice of logical

arrangement or rhetorical figure. He made no appeal to the passions.
All he delivered was diclated by truth : in language captivating from
its simplicity, and irresistibly persuasive from its energy, manliness,
and sincerity,

After the above defence was made, Captains J. Q. HARDY and BIKG-

HAM, and the Rev. Mr. SOUTBR, his Secretary, being examined, fuily

3
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.verified every particular he had offered in his vindication te the Coart,
which was then adjourned until this morning. The Court being
resumed, delivered the following acquittal.

That Vice-Admiral Sir WILLIAM PARKER, Bart was justified in send-

ing his Majesty's ships America and Cleopatra to the West Indies
j that the

Vice-Admiral was indiscreet in having given such detailed instructions to their

Captains for their return within the limits of their station ; but the general
character of the Vice-Admiral is such as to preclude the idea that he had been
guided by any motive unconnected with the good of hi Majesty's service, and
do therefore adjudge turn to be acquitted."

The President, on returning his sword to the Vice-Adir ral, ad-
dressed him thus :

" Sir WILLIAM PAKKIR, it is a pleasing task which remains for me to >er-

form that of
delivering to you a sword which you u<tvc worn wuu au much

honour."

The bells at Portsmouth rung immediately on the information

being conveyed from the Gladiator, of the acquittal of this gallant
and meritorious Officer, who afterwards landed amidst the plaudits
and acclamations of all descriptions of persons, and was further Mat-
tered by receiving the congratulations and greetings of all the Admirals
and the Heads of the Civil and Military Departments.

Vice Admiral Sir WILLIAM PARKER, Bart, is the (ame wh fo gal-

lantly distinguished himself in the glorious actions of the *9th of May,
1794., and 14-th of February, 1797. In the former, when commanding
the Audacious, of 74 guns, he engaged the Revolutionnaire, of 1 10 guns,
which ship struck to the Audacious, but escaped from the darkness of
the

night.
In the latter, his flag was flying on board the Prince Georgr,

in which glorious achievement, under the gallant Earl ST. VINCENT,
he was materially instrumental in gaining

the justly acquired laurels

which grace and adorn his Lordsnip's brow. The page of
history,

embellished by the brilliant deeds of the naval heroes of this war, will

be proud to see the name of the brave Admiral amidst the patriotic
ions of Neptune, whose services Britain acknowledges with admiring
rapture, and whose deeds will be an example for a future generation
to imitate.

FLYMOUTH, OCT. Jl.
A Court of Enquiry was held on board the Dfdaignrufe, of 36 guns,

Hon. Captain PIERREPOINT,. bearing the flag of Vice Admiral

DACRES, in Hamoaxe, on the conduft of Lieutenant NEVIV, late of his

Majesty's hired armed brig Admiral Peuley, of 14 guns arid 45 men, cap-
tured near Gibraltar, after a smart action, by several Spanish gun-
boats, and carried into Algeziras Vice Admiral DACRES President,

and Captain BULLER, and Captain C. LANE, Members of the Court

of Enquiry.

Upon hearing the evidence of Lieutenant Nevin, and examining the

papers produced by him to the Court, and taking the existing circtinv

stances of the case into their serious consideration, the President and

Court were of opinion, thatas the enemy had the command of their o.irs,

and constantly kept in a position which confined the brig's force to

musketry alone, the carronade* being so large as to prevent the chase

guns from being brought aft (which defect in her equipment would

have been remedied, if she had not been hurried to sea with the dis-

patches that were to have been conveyed by the Flora, driven on shore

In Hamoaze), no blame could attach to any person belonging to the

mi vi. 3 *
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Admiral Pasley ; and, considering the wounded state of Lientensnt

NhviN, his conduct appeared to the Court meritorious, in resisting
the enemy some time after the Master had advised him to surrender,
and until the Admiral Ptuley was completely defenceless.

SHEERNESS, OCTOBER 26.

A Court Martial was held on board the H'aarzaamheid frigate, on a

marine belonging to the Daphne, lying at the Nore, on a charge of rob-

bing the Master of the said ship of a sum to a considerable amount.
The charge against him was in part proved, and he was sentenced to

have one year's solitary imprisonment, and to receive one hundred and

fifty lashes.

Nov. 18. A Court Martial was held onboard his Majesty's ship
Ardent, lying at the Nore, on Captain WATSON, of the Daphne frigate,
for striking and ill using the pilot of the said ship. After mature

deliberation, the Court ordered that Captain WATSON should be re-

primanded for his conduct.

A Court Martial was also held the same day, on the carpenter of the

Bittern, for drunkenness, and neglect of duty $
when the charges being

proved, he was broke, and rendered incapable of ever serving his Ma-

jesty again.

KINGSTON, JAMAICA, SEPTEMBER 3.

A Court Martial applied for by Captain PLAMPIN, assembled on
board his Majesty's ship Abergavenny,which continued until the follow-

ing day, for the purpose of enquiring into the loss of his Majesty's ship
Lowestoife, and into the conduct of Capt?in Plampin, as to the charge
of the convoy, and respecting the loss of the ships mentioned in a for-

mer paper. The Court received the evidence of Captains Brown,
Warden, Watt, and Melville, who attended upon notice for the purpose,
and upon mature consideration, was of opinion, that the conduct of

Captain Plampin was judicious in every respect, and that but for the

sudden change of the current after dark, the whole of the convoy
would have proceeded in safety through the passage, and they fullv

acquitted Captain Plampin, his Officers, and ship's company, of all

blame in respeft of the loss of the Lowestoffe, or the ship* under

convoy.

LAW INTELLIGENCE.

COURT OF KING'S BENCH, NOV. 20.

The King *v. John Clayton Weft.

THE Attorney General moved the judgment of the Court upon the
defendant.

By the report read from the Judge's notes, it appeared the defendant
had been Purser of the Sirius, and in that capacity was intitled to one

half-penny per day per man, as necessary money, te be paid him by the

Victualling Board, uron a certiricate signed by the Captain and Master
of the ship, that he had provided the stores in respect of which it was

payable} the charge against him was, that he had forgtdand counter-
feited the signatures of Richard King, the Captain, and Matthew Grey,
to a certificate, purporting that he was entitled to the allowance of a

half-penny per day for 274 seamen for a certain number of days ; and
tliat, by such forged certiricate, he had obtained from the Victualling
Board the sum of 57!. is. Sd.. The charge had been fuliy proved, ajid

tbe defendant found guilty.
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His affidavit was handed up and read. It stated that lie had -been
seventeen years in the Navy, and eight years Purser of the Sirius

; that
his character during that period, had been irreproachable, no com-
plaint ever having been exhibited against him before the present
one

; that it was an immemorial custom in the Navy, for Pursers, in
the absence of the Captain and Master, to sign their names for the
allowance they were entitled to, and might have occasion for, in order
that it might not appear they were absent from their duty -,.

that this
was a thing uniformly permitted by Captains who reposed confidence
in their Pursers; and that, at the time he signed the names of th,e

Captain and Master, he actually had provided stores, which- were then
on board the ship, to more than the amount of the sum contained in
the certificate. It further stated, that he had been ten months in

prison ; that from merely adopting an ordinary custom of the Navy,
he had become the vi6Hm of oppression, poverty, insult, and disgrace :

and that his sufferings had produced the premature death of bis wife.
He therefore trusted the Court would not aggravate them by an addition
of imprisonment, or any punishment that would render him odious to

mankind, and prevent his becoming a worthy member of society.

Mr. Erfldne, who had been averse to the reading of this affidavit,

very properly refrained from urging, in favour of the defend mt, the

existence of so infamous a custom in the Navy as that of Pursers being
authorised to forge the> names of Captains and Commanders to their cer-

tificates. He confined his appeal to the mercy of the Court to those

topics contained in the defendant's affidavit, which related to his do-
mestic distresses, his poverty, imprisonment, and long sufferings. He
had heard the Noble Lord on the bench, on a former occasion, say,
with reference to a defendant infinitely more guilty than this, that "he
would not break the bruised reed :" he trusted that the same mercif'itl

disposition which had actuated the expression of that divine sentiment,
would be exerted in favour of the unfortunate man upon the floor.

The Attorney General observed, that the offence of ,the defendant

was highly aggravated by the affidavit he had produced, in which he

had attempted to extenuate his conduct by asserting the existence of a

custom which was a slander upon his Majesty's Navy. He had also falfely

stated, that this was the first complaint ever preferred against him. On
the contrary, he had been before tried, though acquitted, for a similar

orf-'ence. With regard to the statement he had made f his long im-

prisonment, it was an attempt to deceive the Court : for he had been

confined the greater part of the time for debt
5 and, consequent iy,

-would not have been at large, even if this prosecution had not inv

pended over him. The offence of which he had been convicted was of

the most enormous nature. It was one which aggravated the calamities

of war, and increased the pressure of the taxes
; he, therefore, trusted

that the Court would visit it by a commensurate punishment.

Lord Kenyon observed, that the public had been dreadfully plun-

dered by persons acting upon the same principle as the defendant.

To what extent their depredations had been carried could, perhaps,

hardly be estimated. He ordered the defendant to be committed to

the King's Bench till the last day but one of the term, then^
to be

broughtup to receive judgment ;
on which day, the Attorney-General

said, the affidavit produced by the defendant, in mitigation of his

punishment, alleging that it was a common prachce in the navy to put

the names of captains to certificates without their knowledge, had been

Jaid before the Admiralty j
in consequence of which the Board had sent
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down to Portsmouth to inquire into the truth of the allegation. He
had the affidavits of eleven captains, and the pursers of their respective
ships, denying the existence of such a practice. The defendant had,

by this infamous slander, added to his offence, and he hoped the Court
would find he stood before their Lordships a fit subject for infamout

punishment.
Mr. Justice Grose pronounced the judgment of the Court. The

defendant, he said, was here to receive the sentence of this Court, con-
vifted of a misdemeanour, in obtaining 57!. is. 6d. under a forged
certificate directed to the Commissioners for victualling His Majesty's
navy. Upon the report of the case, it appeared the fraud had been
effected by the forgery of the name of Captain King to a certificate, in
which there were two false statements; one of the preceding certificates,

bearing date Nov 19, instead of Dec. 49, and the other dating that it was
granted for the allowance for a greater number of days and a greater
number of men than the faft warranted. By this forgery, he had been

guilty'of the offence of betraying his employers, defrauding the public,
increasing the national burthens, and thereby robbing the rich and the

poor, for every man in the country must contribute to make up the

deficiency occasioned by peculations of this kind. To his affidavit in

mitigation, the Court had attended ; but the defence it contained
was an admission of his guilt, inasmuch, as it inferred, that the in-

famous practice ofwhich he had been convicted was general throughout
the navy. That slander His Majesty's Attorney-General had autho-

rity to contradict. It was a charge no Jess than that an honourable
class of men connived at forgery. If an idea that such a practice was an
innocent one had prevailed, it was necessary an exemplary punishment
should correft it, and convince mankind that nothing fraudulent and
dishonest could be otherwise than criminal. The sentence of the Court
was, that he tboiddbe imprisoned in Newgate one tear* and 'within that ft'
rwd stand In and upon the Pilloryfor one hour oppoiite the Admiralty.

THE KING V SMITH.

The Attorney General prayed the judgment ofthe Court on Thomai
Smith who had been tried some time a, and convicled of the misde-
meanour of bringing a vessel called the Charlotte Maria into harbour
or port, after there was an order of His Majesty in Council that she
should perform quarantine, for which there is a penalty by the Stat. of
the^Sth of Geo. III. cap. 33. sec. i. of icol.

Mr. Justice Grose therefore addressed the defendant as follows :

" Thomas Smith, you have been tried and convifted upon a very salu-

latary aft of Parliament, which must be carried into execution, an4
which was passed for the best of all possible purposes, which is, to pre-
vent the dangerous disorder of the plague being communicated to per-
sons within this Kingdom, by bringing ships into Harbour that are
ordered to perform quarantine. It was for the Jury to say whether you
did or did not bring the ship of which you were Pilot, within the limiti
of the port or harbour in question ; and they ba?e decided by finding
you guilty. It apoears also by the evidence, that you were warned
against bringing in the vessel, and there can therefore be no doubt
that you are a fit objeft of the punishment specified by this ad of Par-
liament With regard to thr.t punishment we have no discretion, and
therefore this Court doth order and adjudge, that you do pay to the

King a fine of icol, and that you be further imprisoned until such fine
be paid,*'
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CEtfERAL OBSERVATIONS FOR NOVEMBER..,

A LTHOUGH we have not yet the happiness to announce tie
J~\. signature of a Definitive Treaty, there is every reason to sup-
pose that so desirable an event will not be long protra&ed ; the noble
Plenipotentiary appointed by his Majesty, has been received both by
the public at large and the French Government, with such distin-

guished marks of respeft and attention as are highly flattering to the

country he represents. The noble Marquis, it is said, has arrive4
at Amiens. That the public should testify uncommon anxiety and
impatience for the conclusion of this important negociation, is what
was to be expected ; but when the magnitude of the objefts to be

arranged are taken into consideration, we cannot think that any time
has been lost

;
the general opinion is, that the material points of the

Treaty will he settled between the High Contracting Powers previous
to the meeting of the Plenipotentiaries ; and the sitting of the Congress
at Amiens is expe&ed to be very short

j
this is certainly a measure

fraught with great wisdom, as it will prevent any unnecessary fear*

and anxieties which would certainly prevail should the negociations
be delayed for a length of time after the Ministers of the different

Powers are assembled.

It is not improbable that the meeting rajy have been delayed, by
attempts on the part of Spain and Holland to prevent the cession of
the two valuable colonies which Great Britain is to retain in the East
and West Indies

;
there are, perhaps, no two points on the face of the

globe, of more importance to this country than the islands of Ceylon
and Trinidad, whether they are considered as military stations in

time of war, or we look to the manifold advantages they hold out of
a rich and increasing commerce. If something more is said to be

ceded to France than many expefted, it should be remembered, that

no Peace can be lasting which is not founded on mutual advantage
-

t

and we trust that the present one will be concluded on such terms of

reciprocal interest as will insure its permanency.

The
gallant Sir Sidney Smith, accompanied by Colonel Abercrombr,

arrived in town the icth inst. bearing the official accounts of the

surrender of Alexandria, the duplicates of which were received last

month. They came home in El Carmen frigate. Sir Sidney ap-

peared in good health and spirits.

The same day Captain Otter and General Moore arrived likewise

from Egypt. They came home in the Morgiana armed brig, which

arrived at Spithead about an hour before El Carmen, though she left

Egypt eighteen days after her. The convention for the evacuation

ofAlexandria had begun to be carried into effeft when the Morgian*
sailed.
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GUILDHALL, LONDON.
AT a Court of Common Council held the zoth inst. at which were

present the Lord Mayor, 14 Aldermen, Mr. Recorder, the Sheriffs,
and upwards of 200 Commoners, Mr. James Dixon, in a neat speech,
moved the thanks of the Court to Admiral Lord KEITH, Sir JOHN
HELY HUTCHI sos, and others, for their gallant conduct in Egypt,
and the great services they have rendered this country ; also for

iwords, of 100 guineas value, to each of those brave officers; which
motions were all unanimously agreed to.

At another Court of Common Council held the zjth inst. Mr.
James Dixon apologised for his neglect in not introducing in the se-
veral votes of thanks to Lord KEITH, Sir JOHN HELY HUTCHINSO.V,
and a sword of the value of 100 guineas, the words " the freedom of
this city, and thanks to the forces serving in Egypt :" he moved an
amendment to those resolutions, by adding the above words, which
met with the unanimous approbation of the Court, and was agreed to.

He also moved for the freedom of the City, and a sword of the value
of 100 guineas, to Sir JAMES SxuMARtz j which, after being seconded,
was unanimously agreed to by the Court.

FRENCH PASS.
The following is the form of a French Pass for ships :

" SAFE Conduct for the English ship, the .

" LIBERTY -EQUALITY.
" French Republic.

" The Minister of the Marine and of the Colonies, to all Commanders,
&c. &c. &c. of the Republic in virtue of and conformably to, the

spirit of the Preliminaries of Peace, &c. and in order to encourage
without delay, maritime commerce, the result of this Peace, so happily
re-established between the two nations It is ordered that you per-
jmt to pass freely the English ship the , burthen tons, and
having mariners, bound from to :

; and that you
<to not cause her any trouble, hindrance, or damage ;

but procure to

kfr, as in profound peace, aid and assistance in case of need.
" Done at Paris, &c.

"
(L.S.) By the Minister of the Marine, &c."

II cxi,, Nov. 23. By the Elizabeth, Captain Lowe, which arrived

here on Friday from Memel, we learn that the ftorm of the zd inst.

has been very destructive to the shipping.on the coasts of Norway,
Hveden, and Denmark. The Elizabeth, on her passage from Elsineur

to Anholt fin which harbour she remained during the storm), b-Mng
about 150 miles, observed fourteen vessels of different descriptions
tranded, and completely wrecked, six of them bottom upwards. Du-

ring the storm, a Dutch hoy was thrown upon the rocks of Anholr,
and dashed to pieces, and only two of the crew saved, who were found
on the rocks after the gnle subsided, almost perished with cold and

hunger; her cargo consisted of deals, staves, c. name unknown.
The Flaxton, of this port, upset in the gale, and is totally lest

;
the

erew got upon her keel, from whence they were providentially taken

by a Prussian vessel, and distributed amongst the ships bound for

England ; four of them arrived in the Elizabeth. Two English vessels

were observed to founder at their anchors, on the coast of Norway, and
all their hands lost, names unknown. The Dash, Captain Hill, of this

port, is reported to have foundered at sea. The Swedish and Danish

shipping have also suffered severely.
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SHIPS LAUNCHED.
_
Nov. i. A new ship, built for the Hon. East India Company's ser-

Tice, of 800 tons burthen, called the Baring, to be commanded by Capt.
MEADOWS, was launched from Messrs. Barnard's yard, Deptford. She
went from the stocks at half past one, in a very handsome style, amidst
,the acclamations of a very numerous body of spectators, who were as-
sembled to view the launch

;
after which a most elegant cold collation,

provided from the London Tavern, was given to upwards of four hun-
dred ladies and gentlemen, at which ROBERT CHARNOCK, Esq. the

owner, presided. Dignum, and some other vocal performers, attended

upon the occasion, and entertained the company with some excellent

songs.

23. An East Indiaman, to be commanded by Captain ALEXANDER
NASH, but in his absence by Captain JOHN LOCKE, was launched from
Messrs. Randal and Brent's yard, Rotherhithe, and named, in compli-
ment to the illustrious descendant of the great CECIL, Marchioness of
Exeter. After the launch, about three hundred ladies and gentlemen
partook of a cold collation at the yard, and from thence adjourned to
the London Tavern, where an elegant entertainment was provided for

them, which commenced about eight o'clock with a ball.

The same day his Majesty's ship Conqueror, of 74. guns, was launched
from the building-yard of Mr. Graham at Harwich.

A new ship, called the RETREAT, of the burthen of 54.8 tons, has

lately been launched at Liverpool* She -was built by ROBERT WIG RAM.
Esq. and is engaged by the Directors of the East India Company to

proceed to the Presidency of Bengal, for a cargo of gruff goods.

Earl ST. VINCENT, it is said, means to adopt some plan for making
a provision for the Midshipmen of the Royal Navy, according to the
time they have served, and by this means retain a number of meritorious

young Officers to the service, who, after every Peace, have hitherto

been paid off with their ships; and many of them being necessitated to

enter into new professions, their time, study, and ripening abilities,
have been for ever lost to their country.

^**^~.

EAST INDIES.
FOKT WILLIAM, MARCH 4..

WE have received the following melancholy account of the massacre
cf Captain George and his Officers on board of his own mip near the

Sand Heads, by four of his o\yn people. The ship Marianne wai
bound from Prince of Wales's Island to this port, and had nearly com-

pleted her voyage, when four of the Seaconnies rose upon their Officer,
murdered the Captain, his First and Second Mates, and a native

woman ; gaining over the Lascars, they proceeded for Chittagong,
when, getting sight of land, they hoisted out the ship's boat, Jaid

a

train of gunpowder between decks, and were in the act of pushing off

from the ship and to set fire to her, when a Tindnl, plucking up

courage, jumped into the boat alongside, plunged his knife into one

of the Seaconnies' body, and being himself wounded, they both f'cil

into the sea and were drowned; the Lascars upon this attacked ami

killed two of the remaining three Seaconnies ;
the survivor took

refuge on the main top-mast head, being armed with a brace of pistols and

a large knife, where he remained for two days . he was at length 'per-

suaded, by fair promises, to come down, and having been-plentifully

plied with liquor, he fell asleep, when he was secured in irons by the

Lascars, his arms taken from him, and in this state the ship
arrived at

Prince of Wales's Island, and is now hourly expeted at this port.



42f ifcOKTHtT RCClSTtK

The following letter, relative to the trade between Great Britain and

Ireland, we doubt not, will be found of importance to our traders:

(COPY.)
Collector and Comptroller,

Gentlemen, doubts hayine arisen, whether the several Afts of Par-

liament, prohibiting the importation of spirits and certain other goods^
in vessels not under a certain tonnage, or in casks or packages not under
2 certain size, or in any other manner contrary thereto, were not

virtually repealed by the Acts 39th and 4-oth Geo. III. cap. 68, so far as

relates to importations from Ireland } and enquiry having been mad&
Jhow this matter is understood in England, I have it in command to

acquaint you, that it appears by a letter received from Mr. Tyton,
Solicitor of the Customs at London, dated theJiSth of Oftober last,

that spirits or other goods, imported from Ireland, are deemed subject
to the same regulations, restrictions, penalties, and forfeitures, as to

the ships and casks, or
packages, in which the same are imported, and

the manner of importations, since the commencement of the said At
as before the same, &c.

Ciutom-Houiet Edinburgh, loth Nov. 1801.

PROM OCTOJ1R *7, TO NOVEMBER 24.

Oft. vj. Wind S. W. Rain. Sailed the Rcnard, of 14. gum, Captain Spieer,
on a cruise. Came in the Chapman, of 14 guns, Captain Brown, with 150 new
raised men from Milford; and the Maxwell gun brig, with 45 new raised men.
The Fiigard, of 48 guns, Captain Seymour, and Lapwing, of 36 guns, Captain
Rotheram, are victualled for four months. Yesterday a French fishing boat

went into Torbay from St. Maloes, with eggs, poultry, &c. which were sold at

reasonable rates.

28. Wind S. W. Cloudy. Sailed the Fisgard, of 48 guns, to cruise off the
coast of France. La Diable in Quatrc, of 1 8 guns, and Rosaria, of 1 8 guns,

Captain G. Byron, went into the sound this forenoon. The Viper, of 14

guns, Lieutenant J. Coghlan, and Suwarrow, of n gnns, Lieutenant Nichol-

on, were thi day paid off, and their crews discharged. Went into Catwater,
the Admiral Mitchell, of 1 6 guns, Lieutenant [.Derby, she and all the hired

craft have sent their store's and gum to the different department*, previous t

being paid off.

19. Wind S. W. Rain. By letters from the Channel fleet, it appears, that

there are to be five sail of the line, detached to cruise off the S. W, coast of

Ireland. Sailed the Diamond, of 36 guns, Captain Griffiths, and the Lapwing,
of 31 guns, Captain Rotheram, on a crui.se off Havre. Came in the Achilles,

of 74 guns, Captain R. Buller, and Courageux, of 74 guns, Captain Hood,
from the Rochefort squadron, which has eiperienced dreadful weather; also the

Triton, of 31 guns, Captain Fitzgerald, from a cruiue. Sailed the Princes*

Royal, of 98 guns, for Cork.

30. Wind S. W. Fair. Came in from a long cruise off the coast of Spain,
the little Sylph, of 18 guns, Captain Dashwood ; she looked into .St. Andero,
and there found L'Artemise, of 44 guns, dismantled for repairs ; by a neutral

vessel, it i* learnt, that after the first gallant a&ion with L'Artemise, of 44
guns, by the Sylph, off St. Andero, the French Captain was -dismissed

the ship.

Nav i. Wind *. W. Cloudy. Came in the Naiad, of 38 guns, Captain
Wilkinson, from off Rochefort, she had nearly been wrecked near Jlc Rhe,
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ill a violent gale of wind; sh was on shore two days, under the batteries on
the second day ; the French Commodore sent off craft, with spare cables and
anchors, and politely informed Captain W. of the preliminaries of peace being
signed between Prance and England ; this conduct accounted for the batterie*
not firing on the Naiad whilst on shore.

2' Wind S- W. Blows an hurricane. Last night and this morning the
hurricane at S. W. and N. W. was the most dreadful ever seen for many years,
the gea ran mountains high, such a perfect btorm and with such awful cir-

cumstances of terror as has not lately been experienced ; several boats in the
ound broke adrift, the Cambridge's cutter was upset,- all hands saved by a
shore boat passing up the Harbour. Went ashore a large American ship, on th

Bears Head, Catwater, where she lies bilged. The Polly armed tender, Lieut.

Brown, parted her anchors and cables in Mill Bay, and wis driven ashore under

Withy Hedge, high and dry; people all saved by the lulling of the heavy
tea.

3. Wind N. E. Rain. Yesterday during the height of the gale, the Earl
St. Vincent, of 18 guns, 1 ieutenant H. Boyce, having parted both anchors and
cables between the island and main under her bare poles, scudded through the
Sound to the entrance of Catwater; by skilful steering, the K<arl St. Vincent ran

through the two lines of trawl boats, kept the two pier heads open, and went
amidst a tremendous sea into Sutton Pool, and brought too at half tide, on the

mud, quite safe. A man of war's cutter was found upset under With*y
Hedge, with her oars and boat hooks floating alongside*, supposed all hand .

perished.

4. Wind S. W. Rain. The cutter of the Cambridge flag ship upset in

Hamoaze, but all hands were saved by a shore boat. Came in the Indefatigable,
of 44 guns, from a cruise. Sailed from Cawsafid Bay, the Hercule, of 74 guns,
and Centaur, of 74 guns, to join /the fleet in Torbay. Came in the Clyde, of
44 guns, from a cruise, and Lady Charlotte armed brig ; the latter wa
paid off.

5. Wind S. W. Cloudy. By desire of the Shipwrights, &e. &c. &c- ia

honour of his Majesty and the peace, this day the whale body of the artificer*

of the dock-yard marched in grand procession round dock, in number about

4000, and then proceeded to Admiral Sir Thomas Pasley's, Stonehouse; near
the Higher Square, Dock, the whole body formed a circle, and, with near

3OjOOo spe&ators, on the Lines, joined in grand chorus in the national songs o
" God save the King,"

" Rule Britannia," and Fame L*t thy Trumpet
sound." Between each song three cheers were given, which made the welkin

ring, and had a delightful effect. As the procession passed Cowley's Crown
Hotel, a royal salute was fired from the balcony, and answerer! ith three

cheers. The procession, after saluting Admiral Sir Thomas Parley, returned to

Dock, to the Square, repeated the songs, and finished with three cheeri. Alter

which, upwards of 3 oo officers of the yard, gentlemen and tradesmen of Dock,
dined together at Cowley's Crown Hotel ; mirth, hilarity, and true British

conviviality, continued during the whole of the evening. Cowley's Hotel was

brilliantly illuminated with medallions of all the British naval and military
heroes. At the bottom was the tomb of the lamented Abstcromby and Plrker>
with Britannia weeping on the remains of the deceased heroes, holding a

yveeping willow over their tomb. The above procession was, without exception,

the grandest national spectacle ever exhibited in any country in the world.

To see those artificers with their beautiful models, from a boat progressively to

a first rate, as implements of their different trades, and who first framed and

launched Britannia's floating bulwarks, to hurl their thunder at Old England'*
enemies throughout an astonished world, march in grand procession, displaying,

on the happy return of peace, their loyalty and attachmam to the best of Kings,
was at once subiime and beautiful. The bands and drums uf the regiments in

garrison attended on the occasion, and played several marches in a prand ;ityl

inring the march. There were new 500 flag* and banjicr* emblematical ef

ffilol VI 3 K
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peace, the fine arts, and different trades. The grandest sight ever seen in

the world.

6 Wind S. E. Fair. Mr. Whitford, Coroner for Devon, took an in-

quest on the body of a Marine, found drowned under Withy Hedge. Verdicl,
Accidental Death, Orders came down this day to the Agent Vi&ualler, to

complete twelve tail of the line in Torbay, to a four months establishment.

7. Wind N W. Eair. This day a letter of thanks, couched in the most
handsome manner, was received by Captain Dashwood, and read to the officers

and ship's company of the Sylph, of 1 8 guns, for their meritorious conduA in the

two gallant adions with I/Artemise, of 44 guns, off Cape St. Andcro, and

Cape Pinas *. Admiral Sir T. l
;

aisley, Bart, this day struck his flag at the main
of the Cambridge, of 84 guns, at Hamoaze, being ordered to Portsmouth, as

President of the Court Martial to beheld on Admiral Sir W. Parker, Bart.

Rear-Admiral Dacres hoisted his flag at the mizen, as Rear-Admiral ol the

White, when the fleet changed their colours, and cheered.

8. Wind S. E. Fair Letters from the fleet, under Rear-Admiral Sir James
Saumarez, Bart, dated 7th October, state, that they were all well at that period .

Came in the Orion, of 74 guns, Captain Reynolds, from the squadron off

Bantry Bay; she carried away her mizen and main masts in a violent gale of

wind at N. W. and wa* towed into Cawsand Bay by the boats of the fleet

there, after being ashore between the Ram Head and Penlee Point. The
Resolution, of 74 guns, Captain A. H.Gardner, and the Vengeance, of 74
guns, Captain Duff, were embayed with the Orion, of 74 guns, but it is hoped,
though on a lee shore, they were able to claw off the land, not having been
disabled by the gale at west, which was a perfe& hurricane for the time
it lasted.

9. Wind S. E. Fair and Fine. Sailed La Juste, of 84 guns, Captain Sir E.

Nagle, for Torbay. Letters from Jersey state, the sale arrival there after

experiencing a dreadful gale of wind in the Channel, of the Lapwing, of 36
guns, Captain Rotheram. The Friendship No. i, gun-boat, in coming for

this port to be paid off, went oil shore on Portland, and was lost, the crew were

happily saved.

10. Wind variable, fair. Letters from the Captain, of 74 guns, dated off

Brest, state, that the following ships, with sealed orders, were detached from
the Channel fleet, supposed for Jamaica, viz. Goliath, of 74 guns, Commodore

Essington ; the Captain, Ganges, Brunswick, and Elephant; of 74 guns each.

Came in the Mars, of 74 guns, Rear t\ dmiral I horuborough, after experiencing
most dreadful weather in the Channel, in the late gales of wind, after she had

parted three anchors an end in Cawsand Bay.

it. Wind S E.Rain. The following ships were detached to cruise off"

Bantry Bay : the Windsor Castle, Glory, Namur, Atlas, Princess Royal, and

formidable, of 9? gun each ; the Malta, of 84 guns ; Resolution, of 74 guns ;

and Vengeance, of 74 guns ; the three latter had not joined, and the Orion, of

74 guns, is arrived here. By the vigilant attention of the Board of Admiralty,
and Admiral Lord Gardner. Commander in Chief at Cork, an agent victualler,

with a supply of bullocks and other necessaries was at Becrhaven, ready for the

service of the squadron.

11. Wind S. E. Rain. Went into the Sound, La Dedaigneu<se, of 36 gun*,
Hon. Captain Pierrepoint. Orders came down this day for the ships as they
arrive to be unrigged for paying off, as soon as their books are sent to the Navy
Board for inspection, and returned to the Pay Office at this Dock Yard. Came
in the Spitfire, of 34 guns, Captain Keen, from a cruise; and from Torbay, th

Prince George, of 98 guns, Vice-Admiral Cotton ; and from off Rochefort,
the Impetneux, of 84 guns, Captain sir E. Pellew, Bart, after a cruise of six

morths,:and ifxperiencing off the S W. coast of Ireland most dreadful weather.

The Spitfire, of 24 guns, fell in with, off Havre, a French coasting convoy, of

jo sail,-under care of a gun brig, which, of course, passed unmolested, it being
two day. after the cessation of hostilities.

* See page 3 77-
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13. \VindS.E.Fair. Went into dock, the Diamond, of 36 guns, Captain
Griffiths, she is to have her bottom thoroughly examined, and is to be lifted

upon Sibbins'* new plan. The Canopus, of 84 guns, now in dock, is completely
repaired and coppered, she goes out of dock next spring tide ; she is a fine man
of war, but rather wall sided ; the Spartiate, of 84 guns, now in dock, is also

nearly repaired, and is, without exception, the finest man of war ever seen
; she

has sixteen parts of a side, on her upper and lower gun decks, and can

altogether fight 88 guns.

14. Wind S. E. Fair. Went into dock the Saldanha, of 34 guns, to be

repaired. That fine ship the Hibernia, of 112 guns, is now in frame,

seasoning, the Shipwrights will begin to plank her in the spring of 1802. By
letters from an officer in the Rochefort Squadron, it appears, that by intelligence
from good authority, the French Government have a gigantic plan to

increase their Navy, viz. to build lOo ships of the line, and ^ O frigates of all

classes, of which 60 of the 30x3 are partly ready for launching, and partly in

frames seasoning, preparatory to launching; no doubt the vigilaace of our
Government will keep pace with that of the Republic of France.

15. Wind variable, Fair. Came in from Torbay, the Belleislc, of 84 guns,

Captain Domett, she is to be paid and then she returns to Torbay ; also from
'a long cruise off Rochefort, the Uuranie, of 44 guns, Captain H. Gage ;

Immortalite, of 40 guns, Hon. Captain Hotham, from a cruise in the Bay;
La Nymph, of 36 guns, Captain S. Douglas, from off Brest ; Childers, of id

guns, Captain Crawfurd, from off Havre; Diable a Quatre, of 16 guns {

Renard, of 34 guns, Captain Spicer, fromort St. Maioes.

1 6. Wind W. S. W. Rain. Sailed the Eelleisle, of 84 guns, Capt. Domett,

having been paid six months wages. Came in a Guernsey schooner from

Gibraltar, after a passage of 12 days ;
she left the garrison all well and healthy,

she is put under quarantine. Letters from the Renown, of 74 guns, Rear-

Admiral Sir J. B. Warren, Bait, dated Malta, the i6th September, state, that

the squadron and garrison were in perfect health, and provisions cheap
and plenty.

17. Wind W. N. W. Fair, with some clouds. Letters received this day
from the Namur, of 98 guns, Hon. Captain De Courcy, dated the 9th instant,

from Bantry Bay, state, that the Vengeance, of 74 guns, Captain Duff, and

Resolution, of 74 guns, Hon. Captain Gardner, had arrived safe there, after

experiencing dreadful gales of wind in the storm of the ist instant, when

embayed with the Orien, of 74 guns, Captain Reynolds, on the west co^st of

Ireland. Admiral Sir A. Mitchell made the signal for unbending sails, which

was followed by the fleet, therefore it is supposed the squadron which consists

of the following ships will winter near Beerhaven, in Bantry Bay, viz. Windsor

Castle, of 98 guns, Vice-Admiral Sir A. Mitchell, K. B ; Itmeraire, of 98

guns, Rear-Admiral Whitshed ; Barfleur, of 98 guns, Rear-Admiral Colling-

wood; Princess Royal, of 98 guns, Rear-Admiral Sir E. Gower, Km. ; Formi-

dable, of 98 guns, Captain Grindal; Atlas, of 98 guns, Captain Jones; Namur,
of 98 guns, Hon. Captain De Csurcy ; Majestic, of 74 guns, Captain D. Gould ;

Resolution, of 74 guns, Hon. Captain A. H. Gardner ; Vengeance, of 74 guns,

Captain Duff; Malta; of 84 guns, Captain A. Bertie; Centaur, of 74 guns,

Captain Littlehales. The Glory, of 98 guns, Captain Wells, had put into Cork,

and the Juste, of 84 guns, Captain -Sir 11. Nagle, Rnt. had not joined. Provi-

sions were plenty: a fat sheep nine shillings, Geese one shilling each, eggs

two-pence per dozen, and fi.->h and game to be had in great abundance.

18. Wind W. N. W. Fair. Letters from the Galatea, of 44 guns, Captain

Byng, dated Cork, the 9th ult. state, tint in her late cruise of twenty-eight

days, *he had been in fifteen severe gaits of wjnd. in the hurricane of the 1st

and id uutant, when cruising in the Bay, she had nearly foundered by the vio-

lence of the wind. Her mizcn-mait was carried over the side, at the same

time the main and foretop-raasts were also carried away, though there was not

a rug of tail set. One seaman went over with the nuzen-mast, and several
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were severely wounded. The gale lulled on the 3d instant, when, after clear-

ing the wreck, Captain Byng bore away tor Cork, i>nd as soon as he has rigged

up a jury mizen-mast, main, and forciop-mast, he will come round to this port
to refit.

19. Wind N. W. Fair. This day the Impetueux, of 84 guns, Captain Sir E.
Pellew, Bart, in Cawsand Bay, received orders to vidual for five months, sup.

posed for a foreign station. Sailed the Coiirageux, of 74 guns, Captain Sotheby,
on, a cruise to the westward. She is victualled and stored for five months.

This day the Uranie, of 44 guns, Captain Gage, was victualled for four monthi
for Channel service. Went into the Sound and sailed for Falmouth, Cork, and

Jamaica, the Ardent. She is the first ship cleared out since the peace from this

port for a foreign station.

to. Wind N W. Fair. By letters from Jersey it appears the Cockchaffer

lugger foundered in the gale of wind of the tst inst. all hands saved. By letters

fiom Bantry Kay, it appears, that indefatigable Officer, [. Dunsterville, Esq.

Agent Victualler at Cork, had like to have been lost in going round from Cork
to Bantry to superintend the victualling of Admiral Mitchell's fleet, by order
of Admiral Lord Gardner. He was in a Cork hawker, which shipped a sea,
and had nearly been swarnped, but by hailing her and being a good sea-boat,
he righted, and he arrived safe at Ik erhaver.

at. Wind N. W. Blow? hard. Came in the Galatea, of 36 guns, Captain
Byng, from Cork, with the loss of her mizen-mast, her foie and maintop-gal-
lant-maits. Came in from off Cadiz, last from Spuhead, the Audacious, of 74
guns. Captain Peard. She is to be paid wages to that part of her crew turned
over from the Russel, of 74 guns, paid off at Spithead, on Friday next, when
she sails to join the fleet in Torbay.

aa. Wind N. W. Cloudy. Fears are entertained for the safety of three of

Our fishing-boats that sailed on Thursday to fish off the Bolt Tail, and have not

yet returned. Sailed the Hiiondclle armed brig for Jersey. The Halifax, of

14 guns, Lieutenant T. Scott, which sailed for Bantry Bay the ;st instant, had
nof arrived there the izth of this month, therefore fears are entertained for

kcr fafety, as she was out in the hurricanes qf the st and ad. of November.'
,,. i -11

. 33. v\ ind variable.

54. Wind W. N. W. Cloudy. Bailed the Hirondelle, of 14 guns, for

Jersey. Letters received from the Bravo, Prince de Bouillon, state the arrival

there from St. M aloes, of Lieutenant Astley, a.nd the crew of the gun boat

Friendship (a), i:iven out of Guernsey roads in the hurricane of the ad instant,
and was supposed with htr crew to have betn lost, She went ashore near M.
^.. aloes, and at low water the crew waded ashore on the t>ands, the French
Comn'.aiioat.t had them marched about two miles into the country, where they
were lodged in a barn, on plenty of straw. After staying ten days, Lieutenant

Aftlcy and his ship's company were ifiit with a flag of truce to the Prince de

Bouillop Th< y will be sent here by the first ship for this port. Came in th$
J'manutl from Malaga, with a cargo of fruit.

r
l bis morning the Polly tender,

wrecked ui the rocks near the Leek Beds in the gale of the ad instant, was this

day floated off by means of empty casks, and is now inoutton Pool.

PORTSMOUTH REPORT,
FRpM OCTOBER 2,4, TO NOVEMBER at.

0<9. ^6. Arrived the Bloodhound gun-brig, Lieutenant Bogue ; and the
Union cutter, Lieutenant Row ed, from a cruise.

29. Arrived the Desirce, of 44 guns, Captain Inman, from a cruise off
Havre-de-Grace

j and the Wolverene, of 16 guns, Captain Wight, frojr$

Guernsey,

i'A ;cH v?>*>* .nr
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30. Arrired the Basilisk gun -brig, Lientenant Gooch; and the Swift cutter.

Lieutenant Richardson, from Marcou; and the Censor gun-brig, wkh dis.

patches, from Jersey.

3 1 . Arrived the Sting schooner, from the West Indies.

Nov 3 Arrived the Pompee, of 80 guns, Captain Stirling, From Admiral

Sir Charles Pole's squadron off Cadiz.

4. Arrived the Seagull, of 16 guns, Captain Wainwright, from Jersey. She

was nearly lost off Portland in the gale of Monday last, in which she threw ail

her guns overboard.

5. Sailed the Amphion, of 34 guns, Captain Bennett, to the eastward, to be

paid off; and the Wolverene, of 16 guns, Captain Wight, for Jersey.

7. Arrived the Saturn, of 74 guns, Rear-Admiral Totty, Captain J. Brit-

bane; and the Doris, of 36 guns, Captain C. Brisbane, from Torbay. They
ailed in company with the Canada, Captain Yorke, which is not yet arrived.

8. Arrived the Excellent, of 74 guns, Hon. Captain Stopford; and the

Canada, of 74 guns, Captain Yorke, from Torbay; Endymion, of 44 guns,

Captain Durham, from St Helena last from the Downs; and the Aggressor

gun-brig, from Marcou. Sailed the Star, of 16 guns, Captain Gardner, for the

eastward, to be paid off.

9. Arrived the 1 Carmen, of 36 guns Captain Selby, and the Morgiana,
of 1 6 guns. Captain Otter, from Egypt.

10. Sailed the Camperdown cutter, Lieutenant Smith, for Dover, to bt

discharged from the service.

11. Arrived the Wolverene, of 1 6 guns, Captain Wight, from Guernsey ;

and the Rowcliffe, of 16 guns, Lieutenant Bonovan, from Jersey,,- : ;\.

i z. Arrived the St. Fiorenzo, of 44 guns, Captain Patterson, from the

Downs.

14. Sailed the Maidstonc, of 36 guns, Captain Mowbray, for Torbajri.

15. Arrived the Boadicea, of 44 guns, Captain Rowley, from a cruise ; and
the Camilla, of 20 guns, Captain Larkin, in thirty-one days from Newfound-
land, with the loss of her main-mast. She left that place with thirty vessel*

under convoy, which she parted with in a gale of wind, in lat 49. 54. long.
29. co. She joined six of them afterwards at the mouth of the Channel, arid

convoyed them to Dartmouth and Poole.

17. Arrived L'Oisean, of 36 guns, Captain Parker, from Plymouth ; ./Eolus,
cf 36 guns, Captain Spranger, from Yarmouth; and the Stork, of 16 guns,
Captain Irwin, irom a cruise.

18. Sailed the Audacious, of 74 guns, Captain Peard, to join the Channel
Fleet.

19. Arrived the Maidstone, of 36 guns, Captain Mowbray, from Torbay.

. n . Arrived the Irresistible, of 74 guns, Captain W. Bligh, from the Downs.

IKJ i>- ;

HDromotions anD 3ppointment0.

Rear-Admiral Robert Montagu, to the command at Jamaica, vice Lord Hugh
Seymour, deceased.

Captain Goselin, of the Syren, to the Mclampus.

Captain Horton, to the Syren.

Captain Dashwood, of the Sylph, to be Post Captain.

Captain Goate, to the Sylph,

Captain Barrie, to the Shark.

Captain Whitby to the Belleisle.

Captain T. R. Ricketts, Second Captain to the Hon. Admiral Conrwalli*.
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Captain Loring, to the Prince, vice Earl Northesk, sick.

-

Captain P. Puget, to thtt Monarch.

Captain F. Thesiger, to the St. Albans.

Captain Ross Donnelly, of the Maidstone, to the Narcissus,

Captain Mowbray, to the Maidstone.

Cmptain Seymour, to the Fisgard.

Captain Vawghan, to the Imogens.

Captain Wallis, to the Achille, vice Buller.

Captain Dacrcs, of the De Ruyter, to La Desiree, vice Inman.

Captain V. V. Ballard, to the De Ruyter.

Captain T. Smith, to the Iris.

Captain Block, to the Adventure.
'

Captain Mansel, late Firit Lieutenant of the Kent, prt temforey to the TJgje.

Captain New, to the Bonetta, -alee Maughan, deceased.

J.ieutenant W. Fitzgerald, to the Ardent.

Lieutenant Douglas, to the Temeraire.

Lieutenant William Fisher, to the Iris.

Lieutenant Charles Gcddy, to the Acasta.

Messrs. Peter Righy, John Little, Samnel Clarke, George Willis, Thomat
Mitchell, Samuel Brown, and tdw. White, Midshipmen, are made Lieutenann.

Mr. John Hal), Midshipman of the Hussar, has been made a Lieutenant,
and appointed to the Brilliant.

Mr. G. Luke and Mr. Symonds, Midshipmen of the Endymion, are also

made Lieutenants, the former to the Pompee, and the latter to La Fleche.

Captain Mlison, of the Navy, is appointed Governor of the Naval Hospital,

Plymouth, vict Captain Creykc, resigned.

J.ieutenant Irwin is appointed Admiral Kolloway's Lieutenant.

The following is the peace arrangement of the Royal yachts, viz. Captain
Sir H. B. Neale is to be appointed to the command of the Royal Charlotte.

Captain Browell to be restored to the Princess Augusta, lately commanded
t>j Captain Grey, when she attended his A.ajcbty at V\ cymouth ; and,

i>ir T. B. Thompson to have the Mary,

Captain Byng, Captain Burke, Lieutenant R. Pridham, were elected frte

burgesses of the ancient borough of Plymouth by the Alayor, T. Cieathcrs,
is. and Court af Aldermen.

BIRTH.

The lady of Captain Dashwoed, of the Royal Navy, daughter of the Right
Hon. Lord Kinsak, and uiece to die Hon. Governor De Courcy, of Tilbury
Fort, of a son.

MARRIAGE?.
On the lOtn instant, at Margaret's church, Westminster, by special licence,

Ceorge Ellis, Esq. M. P. to Miss i'arktr, daughter of Sir l
jeter Parker, isart.

Admiral of the British Fleet.

The iath instant, at Madron, in Cornwall, Lieutenant By, of the Royal
Engineers, to Miss Elizabeth Johnson Baines, daughter of (Juthbert Bainec,

Esq. of Penzance, Captain in his Aiajcsty's Navy.

In February last, at Calcutta, Captain Thomas Thomas, of the Royal Navjj
to Miss

Spratt, daughter of the late Major Spra.lt,
cf dalbbury, Willi.
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OBITUARY.

Lately, Lieutenant Bevians, late Commander of the Tnsolente gun-brig, of

\4 guns. This gallant and veteran Officer went with his cutter, a Midship-
man, and six men, for orders to the Prince de Bouillon. Returning to the In-

olente, the cutter struck on a sunken rock, filled, upset, and went down, and

every soul, with a lady passenger, unfortunately perished.

Lately, Lieutenant John Turner, of the Navy, an'd the Commander at th*

signal-post at East hill.
'

At Gloucester-house, Hot Wells, Bristol, Lieutenant Kinnier, of the Royal
Navy, aged 27 years.

At sea, Mr. Hope Carter, Purser, Mr. Powell, Master's Mate, and Mr.
Pavcy, Midshipman, of the Centurion.

At Hadar, Mr. Malcom, many years boatswain of the Prince William sheer-

httlk.
S :-:i

:
)

John Turner, Esq. brother of the Rev. Mr. Tumor, of Hammersmith. He
died on board the Trident man of war, of 64 guns ; to the command of which
he was promoted from the Carysfort frigate, in 1799. Prior to the year 1786
he had seen considerable service, having, during the American war, been in

several engagements, particularly in those between the British and French and
Dutch fleets off St. George's Bay, Grenada, and at the Dogger Baak; and since

the year 1786 he has, through the patronage of his Royal Highness the Duke
of Clarence, been, till the day of his death, in constant service, and was fourth
Lieutenant on board the Glory, on the 1st of June.

At Penang, in India, Lieutenant Doham, of the Dzdalus.

At the same place, Lieutenant Hayley, of the Braave.

At Malta, Lieutenant Glover, of the marine forces, and of his Majesty'*
ship Active.

On the I9th of August, at the attack of Marabout, near Alexandria, where he
had the command of a gun-vessel as volunteer, hy a cannot-shot, in the

17th year of his age, Mr. Charles, Fairlie Hall, Midshipman of his Majesty'*

ship Ajax, youngest son of the late Edward Hall, Esq. of Henrietta-street.

The j i th of September, in the 46th year of his age, at sea, in the West Indies,
Lord Hugh Seymour, Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chief on
the Jamaica station. His Lordship was attacked by the fatal fever of that

clime, about the middle of the summer, from which he had but a short and

temporary respite, as it returned with increased violence on the ist of September,
and on the nth deprived the service of a gallant and meritorious Commands,
and society of a most accomplished and estimable mtmber. The particulars of

his Lordship's life have been already so amply detailed in our Biographical
Memoirs (see Vol. II. page 357, et tcq ), that it only remains for us to lament,
his honourable career of public services should have been so soon closed. A.
family of seven orphan children are left to mourn their irreparable loss ; their

amiable mother, Lady Horatia, having died a few months since. His Lord-

jhip's death is thus noticed in the Kingston Gazette of the i6th of September :

' Lord H. Seymour, whose health had been for some time impaired, sailed 'a

the Tisiphone on the 10th on a cruise, and died on Friday last at sea-. Ta
Tisiphone arrived on the evening of Saturday in Port Royal, with her colour*

lowered half-mast, and firing minute guns while she catered the harbour.

His Lordship's body was removed on board the Sans Fareil, and is this day

put on board his Majesty's schooner Sting, in order to be conveyed to

England."
The i6th inst. the remains of his Lordship Were brought on shure at Ports-

mouth, and landed at the dock-yard, from the Sting schooner. The corpse
and coffin* being placed in a carriage, constructed purposely for their conrcy-
*uce, a very grind and solemn procession attended them from the placi 6?
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landing, through Queen-street, Until the funeral obsequie* had passed th

Lion's-gate. The following was the order of procession :

A troop of the 6th Light Dragoons, with their Commanding Officer, in a scarf,

gloves, and hatband.

A company of Marines, followed by their band, with their muskal instru-

ment*, covered with black crape.

Two field pieces.

A guard, with colours,

lieutenant Thrush, with other Officers belonging to the San* Pareil,

ship of the deceased.

, Chaplains of the flag-ship and garrison.

Captains attendant on the hearse.

Durham.

Hoa. R. Stopford,

Stirling.

Chief Mourners.

Admiral Milbanke, Commander in Chief, and Major-General Whiteloclee
Lieutenant Governor of the garrison.

Lieutenants of the Navy Captains of the army.
Commanders Majors.

Post Captains Colonels and Lieutenant-Colonels.

Rear-Admiral Totty Major-General Jackson, Marine*.

Rear-Admiral Holloway Major-General Avarne, ditto.

Vice-Admiral Grasme.

The procession was concluded by another troop of dragoons.

At twelve o'clock a flag was lowered at the signal house on the platform,
and minute guns commenced firing from the Audacious, and continued during
the procession. All the ships at Spithead and in the harbour lowered their

flags half mast, according to the signal of the Port-Aomiral s ship, De Ruyter,
at Spithead. They followed the same signal in striking, and hoisting them

again afterwards.

The commissioned Officers wore their uniforms with black crape round their

arm;, and the Flap-Officers and Captains wore their frock uniforms.

The hearse and horses were decorated with palls, escutcheons, and plumes,
and the whole was conduced with a grandeur and solemnity that rendered

the spectacle as impressive as any thmg we remember to have seen on such an

eccision. The Audacious continued her Sag half-mast until sun-set. She ha*

since received orders to prepare for sailing to morrow.
As the procession passed through C^ueen-street and Lion's.gate, minute gun*

kept firibg at SpUhcad, the harbour, and icon's gate.
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OF

THE LATE CAPTAIN EDWARD THOMPSON.

I do remember him, a scholar and a soldier j

The kindest man,

The best conditioned, and unwearied spirit

fn floing courtesies ;
and one in whom

The ancient Raman honour more appears

Than any that draws breath in It.ily. SHAKSPEARE.

is, perhaps, no situation in, life where a general

knowledge is more requisite and useful, than in the

profession of a Sea Officer ;
the various countries he visits

renders an acquaintancetyith the languages highly necessary

for the execution of his public duty, added to the advantages

he derives from possessing the means of gaining information

in his hours of leisure. It will be readily acknowledged that

a man who early in lifejs likely tp be called to the govern-

ment of numbers, and placed in trying and arduous situa-

tions, will be benefited by a well regulated mind. The
Officers who have commanded in our fleets during the late,

contest, have, generally speaking, been men of education

and polished manners, yet never has the honour of the

British flag been better maintained, or have the exertions of

any men been crowned with more glorious success.

The subject of the present Memoir was born at Hull,

in Yorkshire, of a respelable family. He received his

scholastic education from Dr. 'Cox, at Hampstead, a gentle-

man of distinguished abilities as a tutor, and who had pre-

viously kept the celebrated Harrow school, until a domestic

misfortune drove him from a situation in which he was

peculiarly calculated to shine.

Under the tuition of this worthy man, young Thompson
seems to have made a rapid progress, if we are to judge from

the classical knowledge he acquired, and the early period at

which he quitted alma mater.

It seems that Mr. Thompson had already evinced an attach-

ment for poetry, as in a letter to his uncle after a return -from

3Uol- VI. 3 L
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India, he adverts to the little cautions and methods that gen-
tleman took to divert his attention to more useful studies $

his relation dreading the natural alliance supposed to exist

between poverty and poetry, used every precaution he could

devise to extinguish the spark, by keeping poetical works

from his sight, but in vain, the classical fuel given by Dr.

Cox cherished the latent fire into a flame, that burnt with

more or less brightness during the remainder of his life.

The enthusiastic mind of our juvenile poet was early

turned to scenes of ad venture and peril, and, much to the regret

of his worthy tutor, he quitted Hampstead for a sea life. It

is probable that this inclination was inspired by the books he

was in the habit of reading ; certain it is, that parents who
wish to retain their sons within the domestic circle, cannot

be too careful what kind of study occupies their leisure

hours, particularly if their imaginations are warm : first

impressions are not easily eradicated ; Mr. Thompson, in

one of his S.dlor's Letters, observes, with great justness, that

" all boys, more or less, possess romantic ideas of ambition ;

we are all Don Quixotes in our youth, and all build our*

castles in the air, and these whimsical notions are often

increased by our first books; I must own the campaigns
of Charles the Xllth debauched me to be as mad as him-

self."

An uncle of our young adventurer's had gained great

reputation in the India Company's service, in which he

commanded a squadron against Angria, the pirate j this pro-

bably might lead his nephew to prefer a sea life, and choose

the Company's employ, under an idea that respeft to the

memory of his relation would ensure him protection. In

the year 1754, Mr. Thompson went to India as a Midship-

man, or guinea pig, as he terms it in the Prolegomena to his

Sailor's Letters; we however rather think he had previously

made a trip to Greenland, as in a letter to a friend he jocu-

larly says, he shall begin his life like Daniel de Foe, with

44
I, E. T* was born of reputable parents in Kingston upon

Hull, from whence I sailed in the Love and Unity (whom
God preserve), anno 1750, on a voyage to Greenland."
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In the course of his voyage to India Mr. Thompson was

spe&ator of a calamity that much affe&ed him, which we

will relate in his own words ; it was calm and the ship w&s

surrounded as usual by sharks :

The taking one of these monsters has been the occasion of the most

terrible scene I evr beheld ; Miss H. a young lady of beauty, virtue,

and good sense* going to Bombay, and betrothed by her parents in

England to a gentleman of the Council in India, too eagerly behold-

ing one of these creatures out of the cabbin window, fell overboard f

and was drowned ; though all immediate assistance was given, yet

every endeavour was in vain to save this amiable lady, who perished

in an unnatural element, though serene and calm. The fright must

certainly have killed her from the horror of the moqster, for it wa
not the fifth part of a minute before she was taken up,

An author of reputation *, taking notice of thi? accident,

supposes it to have been owing to the same desperate impulse

which Montaigne mentions to have felt when he found

himself upon the top of some hideous' precipice in his

mountainous neighbourhood, impelling him to leap down,
and which our immortal Bard calls toys of desperation. After

a short and pleasant passage they arrived at Madras in July,

It may be naturally supposed that to a young poetic en-

thusiast, the display of Oriental splendour, and the beauty
of Indian scenery, would afford great scope for exercising
liis descriptive powers ; we accordingly find some very ani-

mated epistles, interspersed with poetic effusions, dated from,

various parts of India; in sailing on the coast of Ceylon, hp

aptly quotes Milton .~-

Now gentle gales,

Fanning their odoriferous wings, dispense

Native perftinies, and whisper whence they take v..u..-

Those b^lray spoils. AS when to them who sail .

jBeyond the Cape of Hope, and now; are past

Mozambic, oft at sea north-east winds blow

Sabccan odour, from the spicy shore

Of Araby the blest, with such delay,

Well pleased they sladk their course, and many a
leagug

Cheated with the giuteful smell Old Ocean smile?.

*
Armstrong's Works, voL ii. 33 .
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From Madras our juvenile poet proceeded to Vizagarpatam,

and after a short residence, which was rendered interesting

by the accidental meeting of an old school-fellow, the ship

sailed for Calcutta. At this last place, in a hunting party

that were in quest of Buffaloes, our young seaman had a

very narrow escape from the claws of a tyger. They had

killed a buffalo and were beating about for more game, when

a large tyger suddenly sprung over the heads of the party, and

very near one of the gentlemen ; the beast immediately*

went on without turning, as it seems is the custom with

this animal when he springs and misses his aim
; and, as Mr.

Thompson observes, a very happy brutal bashfulness it is.

Soon after this he had another disagreeable adventure of a

different kind : being ordered to the French settlement at

Chandanegore in search of some deserters, he was mistaken

for a spy ; he describes the mistake to have originated as

follows :

Being young, gay, giddy, and flushed with claret, I talked at random,

which, joined to a certain darkness of expression for want of proper

knowledge of the language, raised sotfie suspicions that I was a spy,

and before the cloth was well removed from the table, I was removed

to the BLACK HOLE. This situation was rather dismal ; I guessed
their suspicions, which made my thoughts as gloomy as the place of

my confinement, neither knowing or being known to any person ;

and, what heightened my melancholy, 1 knew my fate would be hang-

ing without question or ceremony. In the midst of these dismal

meditations I was ordered before the Governor., a piece of good
fortune I had quite despaired of, for' truth, youth, and innocence,

were the only friends I had to depend on. The Governor received me

with a smile, and asked me,
" How could you be so imprudent, Sir,

to come with such confidence of safety to survey and reconnoitre the

fortifications ?" 1 replied, with a gr at deal of confidence, "
I came

in search of some English seamen who have deserted, and my walk

round the foit was merely for amusement."

The Governor dismissed our young gentleman, but with

an escort out of the French territory.

After repairing some damage the ship had sustained in,

one of the periodical sterna that attend the shifting of the
*\* >~ **"* v-
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monsoon, they sailed for- Ceylon, from thence to Telli-

cherry. At this time Angria's crvfisers frequently molested

the trade, and the ship Mr. Thompson was in had a distant

cannonade with them, and repelled some night attacks ;

these scenes naturally recalled the memory of his gallant

uncle Bagwell, who had commanded a successful expedition

against Angria in 1740, and was shortly afterward lost. In

a letter to a friend Mr. Thompson says,
" I have made

many inquiries after the unhappy shipwreck of my uncle

Bagwell, but have never heard of one plank being found of

so many valuable vessels. I find his memory lamented and

respedted in every part of India. He bears a very singular

character for a seaman, being never heard to swear an oath;

a circumstance too rarely met with, and much to be la-

mented." It appears by letters from Mr. Bagwell, that after

his victory over Angria, he was returning with his squadron
of seven sail, having on board his own. ship, the Resolution,

considerable wealth and effects belonging to the Portuguese
at Goa, who were rernoving their families and effe&s, on

account of an insurrection of the slaves ; these letters were

written from Malabar, and were the last accounts received of

the unfortunate squadron> not a soul belonging to which

survived to tell the tale, .

From the many services this respectable Officer had ren?

dered the India Company, during thirty-six years he was m
their employ, his nephew expefted support and encourage-

ment ; he however appears to have been entirely disappointed

in his hopes, and returned home by way of St. Helena.

From this time no material occurrence happened until the

ship's arrival in England. The voyage ended in the month

of August, and in November we find him on board the

Stirling Castle in the Downs, probably disgusted with the

Company's service, for in a letter to a relation, he says, J

liave quitted penury and commerce, for arms and glory;

after remaining only one week on shore, by the. Prolegomena
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to his Sailor's Letters, it should seem that he was pressed into

the service, for he says,

Next pressed on board a man of war,

Where I (unknown at any college),

Studied seven years and got no knowledge.

A young man of Mr. Thompson's acquiienaents must

have been an acquisition to any ship, especially at the period

we allude to ; accordingly we find him rated Midshipman;
onboard the Stirling Castle. In June 1756, shortly after

the declaration of war, this ship was ordered to America

with troops and money, which were landed at New York in

August; during the time they remained at this place (which
was very short), our young Officer had nearly terminated his

career. Being sent on a fishing party, the boat's crew, con-

sisting of ten men, rose on him, and in the scuffle he had

nearly been thrown overboard ; it seems that was their in-

tention, but something prevented them from executing their

diabolical purpose, he was however overpowered, and bound

hand and foot ; after which they ran the boat on shore,

leaving him to his fate ; two of them however relented, and

returning to the boat, unbound him, and with them he

returned to the ship; the bank on which they were fishing

was greatly infested with sharks, and had the villains suc-

ceeded in throwing Mr. Thompson overboard, he probably

would have been instantly devoured. Shortly after this

event they sailed for the West Indies, and during their

passage (which was very tempestuous) encountered an

equinoctial gale ; it continued eight and forty hours with

such fury, that the ship sprung her lower masts, and a

dangerous leak. Whe"n the Stirling Castle left New York,
there were one hundred and fifty on the sick list, the re-

mainder of the ship's company were so weak, and wearied

cut by excessive exertiqn during the storm, and standing

constantly to the pumps, that at one period (when the ship

had five feet water in her hold), they declared their inability

to sustain the fatigue any longer, and it was only by the

J.
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great personal exertions of the Officers that they were kept

at work, and the ship pr^crrved; immediately on their arrival

at Antigua, tiie ship was ordered to refit in English harbour.

Whilst they were in this port, which, as Mr, Thompson
observes, is, although a commodious and safe situation

for refitting ships, one of the most unhealthy in the West

Indies, he experienced the ill effects of the climate very

severely ; he however attributed it chiefly to the bad quality

of the water, and recommends several means of correcting

the ill effects he complains of, and in a letter to a friend,

points out some useful regulations, as well to remedy the

particular evil he adverts to, as for other purposes, con-

ducive to increase the comforts of seamen, and prevent

the progress of disease ; but as these plans have all been

since adopted, with improvements, we shall not repeat

them, and only mention them here* to show how attentive

the subject of this Memoir was at that early period of his

naval career, to every thing that appeared connected with

his duty as an Officer. The Stirling Castle remained on
this station, variously employed, until the year 1757; they
visited different islands, several of which, now in high cul-

tivation and producing rich crops, were then in a state of

nature ; at Tobago, where the Europeans had as yet no

settlement, our young seaman met with a very extraordinary
rencontre : having wandered into the woods in search of

wild oranges, he was surprised by the discovery of an hut,

the inhabitant of which, a venerable looking man, addressed

him in French, and to his astonishment, declared he had

resided one and twenty years in that solitary situation, having

scarcely any communication with a human being. The

Indians, he said, sometimes would call at his hermitage

when hunting, give him part of their game, and shave his

beard oft with their knives, but he had never paid attention

enough to their language to converse in it. He had been a

priest in the island of Martinico, but advancing some tenet

that gave offence, he was seized in the night by his opponent*
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and transported to Tobago. Offers were made to convey

him to Europe, which he declined, observing, that he was

perfectly reconciled to his situation, and happier than he

could be in any other.

To a youth of Mr. Thompson's turn, such a romantic

adventure must have been peculiarly interesting, and we find

some effusions of his Mnse on the subjeft.

Shortly after this period, the Ship in which our young

seaman was, had a cruise of considerable length, but attended

with very little success, as it appears his share of prize-

money amounted to only three pounds. In June 1757,

they rendezvoused at St. Christopher's, and returned to

Europe with a convoy. On his arrival in England Mr.

Thompson, after undergoing the usual examination, in

November 1757, received a commission as Lieutenant, and

was appointed to the Jason, which ship immediately sailed

for Embden, with troops, to reinforce the garrison. The

Argonauts that accompanied the modern Jason do not seern

to have been very successful, for in December 1758, we find

Mr. Thompson, in a letter to a friend, highly rejoices at

being removed into the Dorsetshire, commanded by Captain

(afterwards Sir Peter) Dennis, who had greatly distinguished

himself by the capture of the Raisonable, and under whose

auspices our young Officer seems to have been very sanguine

in his expectations of fame and riches ; the Dorsetshire

was then -on what has ever been reckoned a favourite and

fortunate cruise the Lisbon station. In these seas they

remained the whole of the year 1757, without any remark-

able event ;
we find several letters from Lieut. Thompson,

descriptive of the melancholy situation of the Portuguese

capital after the earthquake, and some pertinent remarks

upon the customs and manners of the inhabitants. An

attempt upon the life of the King of Portugal was made

about this time, by a number of conspirators, headed by
the Duke D'Aveiro and the Marquis of Tavora, which

happily failed, although the King and the person who
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Accompanied him irt his carriage, were both wounded by the

fire of the assassins ;
the dreadful retribution which was

taken on the whole family of D'Aveiro and Tavora, is well

known. Of this conspiracy, and every thing remarkable

which occurred, we find a clear account in Mr. Thompson's

letter, who seems to have suffered no opportunity of

acquiring intelligence to have escaped him. Early in the

year 1759, the Dorsetshire joined the fleet cruising off Brest,

and in July we find an account of several French ships

attempting to escape, having under convoy eight transports

destined for Goree; their motions were, however, too vigi-

lantly attended to by the British fleetj to be able to effeft

their purpose ; they were attacked and driven on shore,

under the enemy's batteries. The Monmouth, Captain

Hervey, seems to have been particularly distinguished in

this affair.

The French fleet in Brest harbour at this period consisted

of thirteen sail of the line, having four flags : they seem to

have been watched by Admiral Hawke with a degree of

vigilance, equal to what we have lately witnessed in the

same quarter ; the English squadron were frequently an-

chored in Brest water, and used every means to provoke the

enemy to a&ion ; these persevering efforts, it is well known,
did not proteft the Admiral from much unmerited sarcasm

and abuse, in the publications of the day. This circum-

stance is mentioned by our young Officer with the degree

of warmth and indignation which a generous mind must

naturally experience, on hearing that the unremitting exer-

tions of a man he reverenced and admired, were returned by
an ill-judging public with calumny and neglect. Mr.

Thompson had not yet attained that degree of experience

necessary to convince him, that an Officer must in many
cases look for his reward, not from public opinion, but in

the feelings of his own honourable mind, arising from a

cpnvittion of the rectitude of his intentions.

. VI.



There is a passage in one of his letters highly charac-

teristic of the British Officer. He observes,
"

1 am con-

vinced we can send you no news that is acceptable, but the

beating of the French fleet, and your fears at home are so

great, that I believe you are sometimes inclined to think

they will beat us ; but if I can remove that doubt with a

most faithful promise, I will, assuring you, upon my honour

and life, whenever they come out we will beat them."

About this time a melancholy event happened, which

damped the spirits of our Lieutenant, and which he never

after could mention without the most unfeigned sorrow ;

two promising youths, both serving on the quarter-deck

of the Dorsetshire, were going aloft; in the main top-

mast shrouds, the one who was uppermost, Mr. Cox, lost

his hold, and falling on Mr. Gaven, who was immediately

below him, they both came down together, their heads

dashing against the muzzle 'of a gun, they fell into the sea ;

the time was very short before they were taken up, but

neither of them ever spoke more. When this fatal accident

happened, Mr. Thompson was on the quarter-deck; it is

impossible to describe his feelings at such a dreadful spectacle,

two promising boys, and who were his pupils, dashed to

pieces, as it were, at his feet. After the poignancy of his

grief was somewhat subsided, Mr. Thompson wrote an

elegant epitaph to the memory of these unfortunate youths,
whose fate was universally lamented.

The busy scene they were soon after engaged in did not

suffer him to cherish affliction ; the fleet, after being buffeted

about, and frequently driven from their station by heavy

gales of wind, were at last lucky enough to have an oppor-

tunity of signalizing themselves

Mons. Conflans, taking advantage of one of these forced

absences of the English fleet, sailed from Brest on the 14111

of November 1759, with twenty-one sail of the line, and

four frigates. The particulars of the glorious viftory which
the fleet under the command of Admiral Hawke gained, have
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l>een too often detailed to need repeating here. The Dorset-

shire bore a very conspicuous part in the arduous contest,

which terminated so much to the honour of the British flag.

Captain Dennis passed the Warspite, which had begun the

a&ion, and gallantly reserved his fire for the headmost

ships, sustaining a very heavy cannonade from the whole

of the enemy's fleet as he passed j he was soon supported

by the Resolution, Magnanime, Revenge, Torbay, and De-

fiance ; about half past four the Thepe sunk, and the

Formidable, with which ship the Dorsetshire was particu-

larly engaged, Rear-Admiral Count de Vergen, struck her

colours ; the division commanded by this brave Officer

defended themselves very gallantly, and the Admiral's ship

suffered severely before she was taken ; in the beginning of

the aftion the Count was wounded, and carried below, but

the instant his wounds were dressed, he desired to be brought

on deck in a chair, where he was killed; his brother, who

succeeded him in the command, fell shortly afterwards;

the second Captain also being killed, the command devolved

on the First Lieutenant, who finding further resistance use-

less, struck the colours. The bodies of these three gallant

men were sent on shore by Admiral Hawke, and buried by
the Duke D'Aguillon, with all the military honours due to

their exemplary characters. After the adlion, Captain

Dennis received the particular thanks of the Commanding
Officer, and the compliments of the Captains of the fleet, for

his distinguished bravery and good conduct during the

battle.

Lieutenant Thompson was one of the Officers sent to take

charge of the Formidable, a task always accompanied with

great fatigue and danger, but on this occasion it seems to have

been fraught with circumstances of peculiar difficulty, for in

a letter to a friend, he observes, that although the honours

acquired by beating the French amply compensated for the

fatigues of an eight months cruise, nothing could be equiva-
lent to the horrors sustained in the passage home on board

the Formidable ; the misfortunes and distresses they ex-
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perienced were unparalleled ; the ship was often near sinking,

from the water pouring into the numerous shot-holes she

had received; dismasted by the violence of the storm, and

for many hours the sport of the winds and waves, her coppers
washed away, and the quantity of provisions were so small

that they had recourse to the Boatswain's tallow for support.

In this distressed situation they were joined by the Dorset-

shire, who had but ten days provision on board for five

hundred men, and found herself under the necessity of

assisting 1200 souls starving with hunger and fatigue; how-

ever, in the midst of these growing misfortunes, when a foul

wind would have been fatal to them, a favourable one sprung

up, and wafted them safe to Plymouth,
On his arrival at this port the joy of victory was damped

by a domestic misfortune ; he received the account of a

beloved uncle's death, whose loss he deplores in a letter that

does equal credit to his head and heart.

He remained on board the Dorsetshire with Captain Den-

nis until that Officer took the command of the Bellona, bis

Officers and ship's company going with him. On Captain

Dennis quitting this ship, Lieutenant Thompson continued

in her under the command of Captain Falkner ; no occur-

rence of moment happened until the month of August 1761,

when returning from Lisbon in company with the Brilliant

frigate, Captain Logic, they fell in with the Courageux, a

French 74, and two frigates ; as the action which ensued

and ended in the capture of the French 74, was one of the

most brilliant of that war, and would do credit to the naval

annals even of the present day, we shall hold ourselves

excused in giving a detail of it. Although the two line of

battle ships were nominally of the same force, there was a

great disproportion in their real strength ; the Courageux

was, until the time of her unfortunate loss, which happened

very recently, reckoned one of the finest seventy-fours in the

Navy ; tl e Bellona, on the contrary, was a small ship of

that class, and of inferior number of men and weight of

metal.
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In the afternoon of the I4th of August, when the enemy's

ships were first perceived, they bore down on the English

vessels with their top gallant sails clewed up, and every

appearance of giving them battle, until they came within

about two leagues, when they suddenly wore round before

the wind, and crowded off with all the canvas they could

carry.

Capt. Falkner immediately made sail after them ; the chase

continued that evening and the whole night, without the

English having neared their enemy, in 14 hours, more than,

three or four miles although the Bellona was reckoned a fast

sailing ship. The French Commodore, therefore, had every

chance of getting off, but when the day cleared up, and he

could plainly make the ships in chase of him, he made a signal

for the two frigates to close with and engage the Brilliant,

hauled down his steering-sails, and stood for the Bellona.

This apparent inconsistency was afterwards accounted for

by its being known that the evening before he had taken

both the English vessels for line of battle ships, but at day-

light, when they were somewhat nearer each other, he

plainly discovered the Brilliant to have only one tier of guns,

and mistook the Bellona, who sat remarkably snug in the

water, for a fifty gun ship.

The engagement began between the Brilliant and th

Malicieuse ; after exchanging a few broadsides, the French-

man shot ahead, when Captain Logic, perceiving by the

disposition of the enemy that he should have both ships to

contend with, observed to his Officers, that in the present

circumstances he could hardly expect to take either of them,

but that he proposed to find them sufficient employment, to

prevent one or the other from being able to annoy the Bel-

lona, who was not more than a match for her antagonist.

With what admirable judgment he formed his plan, and

with what steady conduct and resolution he executed it,

sufficiently appears from this, that during the whole time

the Bellona was engaged with the Courageux, and for above

half an hour afterwards, he withstood the united attack of
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both frigates, each of them of equal force to his own

and obliged them at last to sheer off, greatly damaged in

their hulls and rigging, while the Biilliant suffered much

less than might have been expected from a contest so

unequal.

The Bellona and Courageux approached each other very

fast, the latter lying to, and the other coming up under her

top-sails ; the sea, though there was a fine working breeze,

being as smooth as a river, so that the men in both ships could

stand and work their guns as firmly as at a battery on shore ;

superior skill in seamanship was not therefore of so much

avail, as it would have been had there been a sea on ; the

Qourageux at the beginning of the afition had 708 men on

board, most of them able to stand to their quarters > they had

been absent from France about a year, were supposed to

be in very good order, and Mons. Lambert, the Commander^

was esteemed as good an Officer as any in the French

marine.

The Bellona's crew consisted only of 558 men, but they
were the crew of the old Dorsetshire, and were in a high

state of discipline, having been frequently in aftion under

the gallant Captain Dennis ; the Officers were also men of

tried and approved abilities, and were led by as gallant a

spirit as was in the British Navy.
The French Captain did not begin the aftion in the

manner usual with his countrymen ; he reserved his fire

until within half-musquet shot, and then pouied in a heavy

broadside, which the Bellona immediately returned. Her

first broadside being levelled low, took the water, but the

shot rising again, almost every one took place-

The French kept up a brisk fire, and in a short time the

Bellona's standing shrouds were most of them shot away,
and her running rigging entirely cut to pieces; in about

ten minutes her mizen-mast went over the stern, the men
in the top however got into the gun-room ports ; upon this

Captain Falkner, fearing the enemy might make their escape.^

prepared to board her.
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The position of the two ships soon rendered this itn-

pra&icable, the Courageux was now likely to fall athwart

the Bellona's forefoot, and fearing she might take advantage

of that situation to rake her, every effort was made, by

hoisting a fore steering-sail, every other sail being disabled,

to wear the ship ; in this they luckily succeeded, and bring-

ing her round on the enemy's quarter, the Officers and sea-

men, with that promptitude and alacrity which men highly

disciplined are alone capable of, flew to the opposite guns*

and poured in several well directed broadsides ; they were so

near that every shot told, and dust and splinters were sen to

fly
in great quantities from the shattered sides of the

Courageux.
It was impossible for the enemy long to withstand a fire so

incessantly repeated, and so fatally direled. In about

twenty minutes they hauled down their colours, and orders

were immediately given in the Bellona to cease firing; the

men had left their quarters, and all the Officers were on the

quarterdeck, congratulating each other upo.n the vi&ory,

when unexpectedly a round of shot came from the lower-

deck of the Courageux. It is impossible to describe the

rage that animated the Bellona's crew on this occasion;

without waiting for orders, they flew to their guns, and in

an instant poured in t.vo broadsides more upon the enemy,
who now calling for quarters, firing at last ceased on both

sides. On board the Bellona six men were killed, and

twenty-three wounded ; the Courageux lost at least 220

killed, and 1 10 were put on shore wounded at Lisbon. The

enemy's shot seemed to be principally directed to unrig the

Bellona, which they nearly effected, but suffered infinitely

more themselves, having nothing left standing but the bow-

sprit and fore-mast, several of her ports knocked into one,

her guns dismounted, and deck tore up in many places ;

and, when boarded by the English Officer, she was a shocking

spe&acle, her deck being covered with dead and wounded. In

conducting the prize to Lisbon, she had nearly been lost by
one of those accidents which so frequently happen after
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taking possession of an enemy's ship, where liquor fa

perhaps stowed promiscuously with other stores; a centinet

near one of the store-rooms accidentally finding a quantity

of liquor in a case, got drunk, and set fire to the spirits ; the

flames were proceeding, and but for the timely exertions of

a Lieutenant who was on the look-out, the ship would

probably have been burnt.

This was the last aftion in which we find Lieutenant

Thompson had any share during that war, which was ter-

minated very shortly after this period. During the latter

part of his service he had been employed in scenes as aftive,

as they were glorious to the country and the Officers to

whose zeal and abilities we are indebted for so many honour-

able testimonies of naval superiority.

Perhaps there is no profession in which useful know-

ledge is so much the result of experience, as in that

of a Sea Officer ; we may call battles and storms fortunate

events to him, as without these awful lessons he could never

Attain the skill necessary to pass with honour through his

perilous career ; of these scenes of dangerous probation our

young Officer had seen his share, and no man was more

calculated to profit by them ; a lively imagination, tempered

by sound judgment, enabled him to make useful reflections

on every event ; nor did he suffer his partiality for the Muses

to interfere with the graver studies necessary to the attain-

ment of that knowledge which he thought requisite to every

gentleman who wished to become an accomplished Sea

Officer ; nor was this knowledge, in his opinion, very
circumscribed. Independent of the mathematics in its various

branches, so indispensably^mjcessary, he strongly recom-

mends the study of languages, and we doubt not but his

advice will meet with general approbation. In the course of

foreign service, it is undoubtedly of the utmost consequence
that an Officer should be able to converse with the people on
whose coast the fleet he serves in is stationed ; intelligence
of the utmost importance to the service may be lost for want
of an interpreter, and even if one is at hand, it would ber
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infinitely more satisfa&ory to examine strangers personally

than trust to the report of one, who probably does not

understand the nature of the intelligence he is the means of

conveying, and it has frequently happened that a junction is

formed with allies who do not speak English ; added to this,

it certainly is no small gratification to a British Officer, to

be able to tender the offices of humanity to the unfortunate

men whom the chance of war may throw into his power.

On the whole we will be bold to assert, that there is hardly

an Officer in the service, possessing the knowledge we allude

to, who has not derived material advantage from the acquire-

ment ; nor one unacquainted with the languages, who has

not had occasion to regret the deficiency.

In the leisure of peace Mr. Thompson had time and

opportunity to cultivate his favourite study of poetry ; he

produced several pieces which were well received by the

town, and of course added something to the slender income

of a half-pay Lieutenant.

His literary productions introduced him to the acquaint-

ance of a constellation of wits who flourished at that period ;

he at this time resided at a small neat house in Kew-Iane,

where the author of the Rosciad frequently visited him ;

whether Mr. Thompson's Pegasus had turned jade we know

not, but it seems at one period the Naiades had totally for-

saken him, for Churchill, surprising him one morning with

the window open, exclaimed,

Here lives a half-pay poet, run to rust,

And all his willows weeping in the dust.

In the year 1764, he published a poem called The Soldier.

It does not appear, however, that these lighter studies wholly

occupied his attention, as we find that about this time he

circulated proposals for a work of considerable importance,

in folio, entitled ' Maritime Observations, collected from the

Years 1753 to 1763 inclusive, in a Number of Voyages and

Cruises in Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, accompanied

with Charts." A work which would have been highly

VI. 3 N
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useful at that time, when our geographical knowledge had

not attained its present perfection ; the work, however, was

not brought forward, although patronized by several Officers

of rank, and among others the Hon. Augustus Harvey, to

whom, in a dedication some years afterwards, he returns his

acknowledgments ; he says,
" How unpardonable it would

be in me to forget that encouragement and protection which

I met with from you when I designed publishing a set of

Charts for the use of the Navy and Navigation in general; a

work which might have been of universal utility to his

Majesty's subje&s, had it not been opposed and suppressed

through a spirit of party.'*

In 1765, he produced several poetical effusions, and about

the same period he was actively employed in assisting his

brother Officers who petitioned Parliament for an increase

of their half- pay. The application was attended with suc-

cess, and Lieutenant Thompson had the gratification to

<find that his exertions had materially assisted a respeftable

and deserving set of men, in procuring an addition to their

contracted income. He shortly afterwards produced his

first dramatic performance, the Hobby Horse ; it was exhi-

bited at Drury Lane, for the benefit of Mr. Bensley ; whether

it was on this occasion that Mr. Thompson's acquaintance
with Garrick commenced, we know not, but a friendship

subsisted between them, which was only broken by the death

of the latter.

In the year 1766, appeared his Sailor's Letters, written to

his select friends, during his voyages and travels in Europe,

Asia, Africa, and America, dedicated to the Earl of Egre-

mont, then First Lord of the Admiralty. A work replete

with amusing anecdotes and useful observations.

la the same year Lieutenant Thompson was appointed to

command the Tartar cutter, and remained in her until the

month of July 1769. On being paid off he resumed his

acquaintance with the Muses, and produced a laughable

account of the Jubilee at Stratford upon Avon, under the

j^yo*
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tkle of Trinculo's Trip to the Jubilee. The next year he

published the works of Sir John Oldham, in three vols.

dedicated to the Earl of Bristol, his former patron. On the

26th of January, 1771, he was appointed to the King Fisher,

and on the 291!! of August, was promoted to the rank of

Master and Commander, and appointed to the Raven sloop ;

in her he continued until the month of August. In the

following year, on the 7th of April, he was raised to the

rank of Post Captain, and appointed to command the Niger,

from which ship he was paid off in the month of July, 1772.,

Captain Thompson's rank did not prevent him from

renewing his literary occupations in the hour of retirement;

accordingly we find that in November, 1773, he revived and

altered a comedy, from Shad well, called the Fair Quaker,

which was brought forward at Drury Lane, and received

with great applause. In February, 1776, a masque, called

the Syrens, written by him, came out at Covent Garden,

and in August the same year, St. Helena, or the Island of

Love, a farce, at Richmond Theatre.

The following year he becam Editor of Whitehead's

works, and also published Andrew Marvel's works, in 3 vols.

During the leisure of peace, he about the same period pro-
duced several other literary works. The service of his

country, however, soon called Captain Thompson from his

literary pursuits ; on the 131!! of June, 1778, he was appointed

to command the Hy'sena frigate. In this ship he continued

actively employed mostly on the home station until the

year 1780, when we find the Hyaena mentioned as repeating

frigate to the fleet commanded by Sir George Rodney, then

going to relieve Gibraltar ; in the passage to these Straits

the glorious victory over the Spanish squadron, commanded

by Don J. de Langara, was gained ; it may be remembered

that this adtion was fought under circumstances of peculiar

difficulty : a gale of wind, dark night, and lee shore, on the

enemy's coast. The situation he was placed in as Commander
of a repeating frigate, gave Captain Thompson an oppor-

tunity of minutely observing the progress of this well-
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fought battle. An elegant poetical description of the a&ion,

reciting the gallant achievements of the different Officers

who distinguished themselves on this important occasion,

soon after appeared, and was generally attributed to Captain

Thompson.

Captain Thompson carried home duplicates of the dis-

patches relative to this important viftory ; he arrived in

England two days before Captain M'Bride, who was charged

with the original, although the Childers brig, which con-

veyed the latter, sailed from Gibraltar ten days before the

Hyaena.

The nautical abilities and general knowledge of Captain

Thompson rendered it a most desirable objedl with young
men beginning their naval career, to obtain an appointment

on the Hyaena's quarter-deck. Among the gentlemen who
owe their professional knowledge to his advice and instruc-

tion, we remember two who have highly distinguished them-

selves in the service of their country during the late war.

The first is the present Sir T B. Thompson, who, we

believe, is nearly related to the subjeft of our Memoir ; he

\vent out to the West Indies at the period we allude to, and

shortly after being appointed Lieutenant, gave early promise

of what might be expected from him, by capturing a French

privateer of very superior force to the vessel he then com-

manded, a small schooner. His behaviour at the battle of
the Nile is well known, where with a ship

For bulk and size unprizeable, such havoc did he make
Amid the noblest carracks of their fleet,

That the very tongue of loss and shame,
Cried honour on him.

;' }/ TO ,.',;..

The obstinate defence of the Leander, when crippled and

half-manned, against one of the finest ships in the French

navy, will rank high among the instances of persevering

bravery that have been the distinguished characteristics of
the late war; his gallant achievements at Copenhagen, where
he unfortunately lost a leg, are recent in the memory of

every one ; these important services have been rewarded
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with distinguished marks of his Sovereign's approbation, and

will ever be remembered by his grateful countrymen with

respeft and admiration.

Another of the gentlemen who was on the Hyaena's

quarter deck at this period, is Sir Home Popham, an Officer,

who, although he has not commanded in any naval aftion

during the war, has, nevertheless, rendered his country

many important services. In the early part of the war he

was attached, with a party of seamen under his orders, to

the army commanded by his Royal Highness the Duke of

York, in Flanders and Holland, where he greatly dis-

tinguished himself on many and various services, and gave

the first proof of what may be expected from Naval Officers

of science, even on shore ;
it was a new kind of service to a

seaman, and he had often to create the means of afting, yet

he evinced a promptitude of decision, and rapidity of execu-

tion, on trying occasions, that gained him great applause

from the veterans of the army, and by which he acquired the

esteem and patronage of the Prince under whom he served ;

for his gallant condul at this period, he was, by the recom-

mendation of his Royal Highness and the General Officers,

promoted to the rank of Post Captain. The plan of raising

sea fencibles for the defence of the coast was first suggeste4

by Captain Popham *.

It will also be recollected, that at a very critical period,

when all communication with the Continent was cut off, by
the obstruction of the ice in the mouths of the Elbe and

Ems, Sir Home Popham undertook and succeeded in the

perilous and difficult task of landing on the coast of Norway,

and, proceeding in the midst of winter over the mountains of

that desolate region, he reached Petersburgh ; and although
the negociation he was entrusted with did not terminate

favourably, Government nevertheless duly appreciated such

uncommon perseverance.

This distinguished Officer has since been appointed to the

command of a small squadron in the Indian seas, which

*
S$c yol. i. page 480,
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employed in concluding the detachment of the Indian army

up the Red Sea; the local knowledge Sir Home possesses of

those seas, and his professional skill, must have pointed him

out as an Officer peculiarly calculated for a service of such

difficulty.

We will return to the subject of our Memoir, who would

have been intitled to the gratitude of his country, had he

no otherwise served it than in bringing forward two such

gallant Officers.

The Hyaena returned to the West Indies, where Captain

Thompson was highly distinguished by his vigilance and

aftivity as a cruiser. In the year 1781, when the valuable

colony of Demerara fell into our hands, he materially

assisted in taking possession of and securing that important
settlement. During the month of November, in the same

year, the island of St. Kustatia was surprised and retaken by
the French, under the command of the Marquis de Bouille ;

by some unaccountable negligence, the only landing-place
in the island (except those under the immediate command
of the forts) was left unprotected, a Serjeant's guard that

had usually been posted there having been withdrawn a few

days before. The Marquis having intelligence of this,

sailed from Martinico with a body or" troops in small craft,

followed by several frigates, and coming in with the land after

<fark, succeeded in disembarking several hundred troops,

but not without the loss of many boats and men, from the

difficulty of landing, and the surf; those who got on shore,

however, completely surprised the garrison, and got possession

of the fort ; the surrender of the island followed of course.

At this time the Hyaena was lying in Basseterre roads ; on

receiving intelligence that the neighbouring island was cap-
tured *, Captain Thompson immediately proposed to the

Commanding Officer on shore a plan for retaking it, by

embarking a number of troops on board the ship he com"

manded, and surprising the enemy on the following night,

'
It will perhaps be superfluous to say, the islands are within a few

f each other, and the news icached St. KitU the same morning.
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before they could be arranged in their new conquest, and

whilst they were embarrassed with a number of prisoners.

The plan was allowed to be very well digested, and there

seemed to be very little doubt of its success, but the Com-

manding Officer did not think himself authorized to spare so

many troops from the island, as there was a considerable

force so near, and should the expedition miscarry, the safety

of St. Christopher's might be endangered.

The safety of the merchants' ships in the road next became

an object of consideration ; they had property on board to

the amount of a million sterling, only a single frigate to

proteft them, and a superior force within sight.

The principal merchants addressed Captain Thompson,

requesting he would use the only means that appeared likely

to preserve a property of such consequence to the nation,

that of sailing immediately for Europe. It was a delicate

conjun&ur* ; on the one hand, the property was undoubtedly

an objeft of importance to the commercial interest ; on the

other, it was a decided breach of discipline to quit the station

without orders ; had he waited until information could have

reached the Commander in Chief, the attack dreaded would

probably have taken place, or the merchants' ships would

have run home singly and exposed themselves to be picked

up by privateers. The Commander of the Hyasna was not

a man to be deterred by motives of personal risk from doing

what he conceived was for the good of his country ; he

therefore, trusting that the exigency of the case would weigh'

against the irregularity of the measure, sailed with the con-

voy, taking the responsibility wholly on himself the ships

tfrrived safe in England, and .in immense property was most

probably prevented from falling into the hands of the

enemy. The rules of the service, however, rendered it

necessary that his conduct should be submitted to the deci-

sion of a Court-Martial, by which he was honourably

acquitted ; and received the thanks of the merchants to whom.

he had rendered such essential advantage.
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On another occasion, nearly similar, he aed with a deci-

sion that marked his character ; disregarding the conse-

quences, and convinced the re&itude of his intentions would

acquit him in the opinion of men of honour, he sailed for

England, brought home a valuable convoy, was again tried,

and honourably acquitted ; these were important services to

a commercial nation, and he was rewarded with the general

applause of his country*

No material event occurred in the course of his services

during the latter part of the war. Early in the year 1782

the Hyaena was paid off.- The prize-money which Captain

Thompson had acquired at Demerara and on other occasions,

placed him in a state of independence that enabled him to

indulge the generosity of his disposition ; his hospitalities

were elegant without being profuse ;
no man was more cal-

culated to adorn and cheer the social hour than the subject

of this Memoir j those who had the pleasure ofbeing known

to him will long remember with regret the charms of his

brilliant and classical imagination ; his colloquial powers
were of a very superior kind ; indeed his conversation in

general was wisdom so tempered with wit, as to be equally

acceptable to the grave and the gay ;
it may truly be said,

That aged ears play'd truant,

And young ones were quite charm'd.

From the enjoyment of this otium cum dignitate, he was

drawn irt July, 1783, by an appointment to the Grampus, of

50 guns, and was ordered to take the command on the coast

of Africa. Nothing very interesting can be expected to

occur in the course of the usual peaceful routine of service,

which consists of little else tha;i visiting the various settle-

ments on the coast, and returning to Europe. After two

years he sensibly felt the effects of that insalubrious climate,

and was urged by his friends to relinquish a command which

might probably prove fatal to him ; Captain Thompson, how-

ever, persisted in braving the dangers of equatorial heats,

from motives the most noble and disinterested, There were



OF THE LATE CAPTAIN THOMPSON. 461

several young Officers on the Grampus's quarter-deck, whose

times were either wholly or nearly served, and whose chance

of promotion would fail, if their patron should renounce

the command. The generous mind of Captain Thompson

sympathized with these youths, and to prevent them from

.experiencing the miseries of " HOPE DEFERRED," he again

returned to breathe the feverish gales of a region so fatal

Xo Europeans, and unhappily fell a victim to his generous

.sentiments *.

As an Officer, he ranked high in poinjt of professional

ability and scientific attainment; his designs were planned

with judgment and executed with ardour. He possessed the

iiappy art of maintaining his authority, and winning the

esteem of those he commanded in such a manner, that the

Officers and seamen who had the happiness of serving under

Jiim, obeyed as much from principle of affeclion as from

-duty. In private life the ejegance of his manners, and the

Brilliancy of his wit, gained him the esteem and admiration,

of all who had the happiness to be known to him.

Though his spirit was lofty, his heart was kind and alive

;to every generous feeling; when fortune at length, though

Jate, smiled on him, he became a liberal patron to men

^of genius, and had a hand ever open to assist the unfortunate.

That lie was ready to sacrifice ease and fortune in the cause

,of his friends, all who remember him will
testify. His

memory is still cherished by the friends who admired hig

.yirtues.

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE LXXVII.

THE
annexed Engraving, by GREJG, from a Design of OWEV'S,

represents the destru&ion of the French fleet at Toulon, by the

-.boats under the command of Captain Sir SIDNEY SMITH.

For the particulars of this gallant attack, we refer our Reader* to

*he official letter written by Sir SIDNEY SMITH to Lord HOOD, an<i

inserted in the second Volume 9f the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page

for further particular*,
see vol. *i. page 53.

yi. 3 o
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MR. EDITOR,

"\7
r
O\J will much oblige one of your Subscribers by inserting

the following interesting particulars of the late gallant

Admiral Lord Hugh Seymour.

Extrathfrom the Letter of a principal Officer and particular Friend of
tie late Vice- Adtniral the Right Hon. Lord HUGH SEYMOUR, <wLo

luas with his Lordship during his last Illness and Dcaih.

Jamaica, Sans Part-il, Sept, 15, 180 1.

ON Saturdayj September 5, 1801, as his Lordship was busily em-

ployed in writing letters, &c. to go by the Amphion to England,
he sat without his coat, the day being uncommonly hot, and owing
to earnest attention to what he was about, was not aware of a

sudden breeze which sprung up, and exposed him to a draft of air ;

his Lordship first felt a pain in his loins, a part in which he was sub-

jefl to take cold, and a total check to perspiration succeeded ; this cir-

cumstance excited alarm, and he fmmediately represented it to the

Surgeon of the Sans Pareil, who happened to be in the house. His

Lordship afterwards walked round the field adjoining the house, in

hopes of recovering perspiration, but without effect ; he, however,

persevered in going to a gentleman's, with whom we were to dine, but

was obliged to return early. The following morning, Sunday the 6th,

the disorder appeared to proceed from the itomach, and an emetic

see:ncd to give entire relief; in the evening his Lordship came into the

dining-room, and staid some time ; the next morning he appeared
weak ;

this however was no way alarming to us, as we attributed it to

the effect of medicine, and want of nourishment the two preceding

days, and the consequence of this debilitating climate. On Monday,
the yth, the medicines afted in the most favourable manner, and I

left rrm in the evening with every prospect of having a good night ; J

offered to set up, but. his Lordship laughed at the idea. I cannot

express my morufication the next morning, Tuesday the 8th, when

I visited him at seven o'clock, to find that he had passed a restler.s

night, with pains in the head, quick pulse, and other unpleasant

sensations, but the tongue moist, and his Lordship perfectly cool and

collected. He asked me, if he -was in danger ; I said, I thought in

none at all, but would get the opinion of Dr. M. who saw no un.

favourable symptom, but recommended a consultation of the Faculty.

I acquainted the Admiral with Dr. M.'s opinion, and the steps taken

to procure further sitisfa&ion ; he approved of what we proposed. I

assured his Lordship that I had too much reliance on his fortitude,

and too strong a sense of the necessity of the measure, not to info rm
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Kim if the physicians thought there was danger ; he thanked me, and

hoped I would. In the morning his Lordship wished to make his

will, and talked most affectionately of his dear family. The physi-

cians held a consultation, at which I was present, and unanimously

declared, that they thought the symptoms were none of them dan-

gerous, that attention to keeping the bowels open was the only thing

necessary, and that the Admiral's own proposal of going to sea, for

a change of air, was the best measure to be adopted. His Lordship
had before experienced advantage from it, during the illness he had

at Surinam. Accordingly on the erening of the 9th, his Lordship,

his Chaplain, myself, &c. embarked in the Tisiphone, and early on

the loth, proceeded to sea ; we immediately stood over to the Spanish

main, in order to try the effects of a rapid change of climate We
had the delight to see the Admiral, to all appearance, in a perfect

state of convalescence ; he passed many hours upon deck, conversed

with ease and chearfulness, talked to me of what commissions, and

other papers, should be made out and signed the following day. His

Lordship seemed to enjoy the fresh air, 'and frequently expressed what

benefit he felt from it. Our disappointment at night was extreme, to

find that our highly interesting patient became again restless, and ap-

parently laboured under the most distressing and unquiet sensations,

which made him constantly desirous of moving from place to place, and

unable to find a position in which he could obtain rest. We were

not, however, alarmed till about half past three o'clock on the morning
of the nth, when a very sensible depression of the pulse was ob-

servable, and a distressing and strong delirium ensued ; this was fol-

lowed by convulsions, which, about six o'clock, terminated the

glorious career of this most excellent man. Dear, very dear, was he

to us all ! Our father, friend, and benefactor. If it be a satisfa 'lion

to surviving friends, to know that the latest hours of one they loved,

was attended by the most tenderly solicitous friends, that is now 3

consolation most justly to be felt; as the groupe which surrounded

the dying Hero, and performed the last offices to his person, was

formed of friends who loved, and dependents who revered him, and
who will ever lament his loss, and respeft his memory. The pious

clergyman attended the parting spirit with all the energy of devotion,
and the Amen that wished it eternal happiness, was that of sincerity
and fervor. From an unfavourable current vie could not reach this

port till late on the evening of the 1 2th, when, after a consultation

with the Senior Captains, it was determined to put the coffin into

lead, and send the honoured remains of our late Admiral to receive

their interment in the earth of that country to which he wras- so .uscfui

a friend.



On the 13111, in the forenoon, the weather being rfmarkabl/

favourable for the purpose, a procession of all the Captains and

Officers in the boats of the squadron, conduced the remains of the

universally beloved Commander in Chief from the Tisiphone to thi

mourning Sans Pareil, a distance of about three miles ; during the

time of the procession, the flag and colours of the squadron, forts,

and merchant ships, were hoisted only half up> and the Sans Pareil

and the principal forts fired minute guns.
The procession was in the following manner :

Ji

o *rcO rs w C
^j O r- _r;

"J

t .r;
^1 *J 4- C/5

.1

^
i* Chief Mourners.

& Capt. Baynton, o

Capt. Penrsoe. O

fi&
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There being ten sail of ships of war in port, the procession was

very extensive, and the seamen in the shrouds of the different ships,

and the manning on the poops and gangways, made the whole highly

solemn, military j and impressive ; but the most honourable part of

the c.remony, was the many aching hearts and streaming eyes, which

aw and felt.

As soon as the corpse was put into the cabin* where it now lies in

State properly watched and guarded, the Rev. Mr. W, performed

divine service, and preached a most excellent sermon, highly likely to

draw good from evil, and delivered a most just eulogium on the

memory of the deceased. On the idea of the late Commander in

Chief being interred here, General Nugent and all the principal gen-
tlemen of the island, prepared to show every possible respeft and at-

tention. I am writing this close by the remains of my much honoured

friend, and can hardly bring myself to believe, that dark and small

abode contains one whose presence used to animate us with glee, and

stimulate our exertions.

fO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

HPHE original letter, of which the following is a copy,

was sent inclosed in one from Mr. Greathead, to G. L.

Reid, Esq. (one of the bJder Brethren of the Trinity House),

who being desirous of rendering the excellent invention of

the Life- Boat generally known, has permitted me to send it

for insertion in the NAVAL CHRONICLE.

Hackney, Dec. 14, i8ol

SIR, Scarborough, ijth Nov. 1 80 1*

THE life boat of Scarborough, which was built without the least

deviation from the moulds, and the plan, which you sent here at my
request, has even exceeded the most sanguine expectations, and I have

cow received experimental coni'iSion of its great ability in cases of ship-

wreck, and of its perfect safety in the most agitated sea. Local

prejudices will ever exist against novel inventions, however excellent

may be the principles of their construction, and there were some at

this place who disputed the performance of the life-boat until a cir-

cumstance lately happened which brought it to the test of experience,

and removed every shadow of objection, even from the most prejudiced

minds.
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On Monday the zd of November, we were visited with a iflost

tremendous storm, and t scarcely ever remember seeing a more moun*

tainous sea. The Aurora, of Newcastle, in approaching the harbour,

was driven ashore to the southward, and as she was in the most immi-

nent danger, the life boat was immediately launched to her assistance*

The place where the ship lay was exposed to the whole force of the

sea, and she was surrounded with broken water, which dashed over

the decks with considerable violence. In such a perilous situation

the life-boat adventured, and proceeded through the breach of the sea,

rising on the summit of the 'waves without shipping any water, excepting

a little from the spray. On going upon the lee quarter of the vessel

they were endangered by the main boom, which had broken loose, and

was driving about with great force ; this necessitated them to go along-

tidf, and they instantly took out four of the crew, but the sea which

broke over the decks having nearly filled her with water, they were

induced to put off for a moment, when seeing three boys (the re-

mainder of the crew) clinging to the rigging, and in danger of

perishing, they immediately returned, and took them into the boat,

and brought the whole to land in safety. By the means of that life-

boat, built from your plan, and the exertions of the boatmen, seven

men and boys were thus saved to their country and their friends, and

preserved from the inevitable destruction which otherwise awaited

them. The boat was not the least affected by the water which broke

into her when alongside the vessel, and indeed the boatmen thought
it rendered her more steady in the sea. I must also add that it was

the general opinion that no other boat of the common construffion could

have possibly performed this service, and the fishermen, though very

adventurous, declared they would not have made the attempt in their

own boats. We have appointed a crew of fishermen to manage the

boat under the direction of the Committee, and the men are so much
atisfied with the performance of the boat, and so confident in her

safety, that they are emboldened to adventure upon the most dangerous
occasion. I have been thus circumstantial, to show the great utility

of the life-boat, and I should think it would be rendering an essential

service to the community, if any recommendation of mine should

contribute to bring this valuable invention into more general use. 1

remain,

Sir,

To Mr. Henry Greathe(ult Your most obedient Servant,

South Shield^
'

THOS. HINDERWELL.
The inventor of the lif.loat.
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ON NAVIGATION.

TTHE manner in which the ancients navigated their ships has bcea

a subject of much controversy and discussion ; the meaning o^

different authors has been differently interpreted, and the question is

still left undecided.

It seems to be the general opinion, that the compass was not known
at sea till about the year ) 300, and then not in general practice :

the discoveries of Columbus and Da Gama were attributed to its

use. All voyages, however, prior to 1 300, must be supposed to have

been performed without the advantages arising from its discovery,

with such aids as the navigators of those times were enabled u
colled.

The Portuguese pretend that the use of the astrolabe at sea, for de-

termining the latitude, was introduced by Martin de Boemia in 148$*

under the auspices of Don John ; and others pretend that the know-

ledge of the cross-staff was published by Worner at Nuremberg, in

1514. In 1545, Medina published a book entitled,
" Arte de Na-r

vigar," which he dedicated to the Emperor, boasting that he wat

the first who had reduced the art of navigation to a system. Thu*
we find that the aids to navigation (such as are known at present)

were very slight till the beginning of the sixteenth century ; notwith-

standing which our ships certainly undertook and performed voyage*
of great length, which is proved by a variety of authors, but which,

for more certainty, we will confine to those made to the Holy Land
in the time of the crusades. The first from this country was in 1 147,

which, stopping for lefreshment at Lisbon, assisted the Prince Al-

fonso in the conquest of that city from the Moors, and founded the

kingdom of Portugal. Part of the same fleet, after performing thi*

signal service, proceeded on their first objt to Palestine. A similar

expedition took place in 1190, and several others, both before and

after, from various parts of Europe.
;iid oJ -J';Ji' :.K?-

Thus then we see that in the twelfth century we were tracing back

tUose voyages, which bad bten made by the Phoenicians and Car-

thaginians to this country in ^very remote periods, and it is curious to

consider that we are equally ignorant in what manner they were con-

4uc]ted ; nor was their knowledge of ship-building, whatever might
been the size ijj general use for commerce (in either case), cog-
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fined to small vessels, for we knew enough of the ancients to

jnine for them ;
and the ship from Aeon, taken by our King Richard^

in the tvyeifth ^enjtury, carrie<jl ijoo men, with, many other instances

that mi ,ht be given of large ships in use at the same time, but that

ji would lead to too great length.

I know 'that it i?easy to solve the question of 'navigation without

trouble, by saying they never lost sight of the' coast
;
but whoever

.chooses to consumer a voyage from England to .Lisbon only, to fce per-

formed always in.sight of the coast, will fiud.moredangefs md jifSculr

jties than heat first apprehends ; and I mui:h doubt if any stauaaa could

jbe found to undertake such a voyage, at this
;
timeof ;day,; if yau were

to take from him entirely the use of these inst/uttjerita which assist the

pavigation of the present tiroes, and make him liable not only to-. the

length and tcuiousness of the voyage, but to the dangers of a lee-

ihure, or the being dtiyen accidentally to sea .put of ., siglxt
of the coast?

.on a boisterous o.ccaa that is, seldom quiet for any edn.tiiiuance even ia

. the finest sca.ea.

.W:.
I am, therefore, of opinion that our ancestors were not without

guides to enable them to crpss from one country to another, and t>

furnish some direction for the course they .must stttv to arrive $t.an,jr

particular island or port. If we deny then? the use of all thoae guides
we now u;:c, \ve do a$ much perhaps as our authorities. Arrant j but

v e must not deny them all sorts of guides because \vc arc IK-'

_^uaMitcd with then-., but rather seek to know wht U.cy were, than io

decide die question negatively.1 b F ^|wn Jn*;>otue u i^ioiz at

The whale fishery was known and practised in the beginning of

tne nint'h century ; although if was so far iforgotteh as to be con-

as a new
discovery ir. Qncen K'izabeth's time, who sent out t .vo

shirsto that fishery in 1598, so that we'may conclude with
" A'/ &oi

'

v h but obli^o*:* I think tliere can be no doubt !>ut

there yet may be traced some mode by which our ance.--.ors

thvir naviVairon ; I 'know there are manuscripts remaining of naval

battles in 1 200, and there still exists a book, entllleJ " The CU
Ruler of the Sen," published in 1490, which is

fifty-five- years prior tQ

the book of Medina
; and most' likely many more books mid paper

in the cabinets of the curicraS:'' -SHouWai.y such be found, it ;s h

jL^t iadicatioas may be given through the same channel.

y ,

. '/ i&wit f'v^Djj.M'..

'

i N -\UTIC '

.; sni ii'jod aisiiv/
'

c::j sd \siii cwivj bits tanoia/faifc. ipijr.stfp Ayjiljp -'J

iv;
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF NAVAL HISTORY.

(Concluded from page 376.)

THE DUTY OF THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS AND COMMISSIONERS OF

His MAJESTY'S NAVY JOINTLY AND SEPARATELY CONSIDERED.

I. nr*O consult and advise together how to transact all affairs

JL
tending to the well-governing of his Majesty's Navy, and all

iubordinate ministers thereof, wherein they are to proceed by common

counsel and argument, of most voices, endeavouring jointly to advance

his Majesty's service without any private or indirect end.

a. They are to propose to their considerations, the present state

and condition of the Navy, either in respeA of the number of ships,

their tonnage, manner of building, age, defects, &c. or of the maga-
line of stores of all sorts whatsoever ; how furnished in the general or

distributed in each particular yard, where the service may require the

<xpence.

3. They are to consider what cordage is fit for twice mooring the

rigging and setting to sea all his Majesty's Navy for six months, for

home service, and to state the number of tons required as a competent

quantity for a magazine of all sorts. Provisions to be always in store

for a supply of all services. In like manner they are to proportion a

certain quantity of masts, yards, sails, anchors, cables, timber, plank,

rosin, tar, deals, Sec. to be either belonging to each ship, or remaining
in store, as a sufficient magazine of each kind for the supply of any-

sudden service.

4. They are to take-a survey of all his Majesty's ships, yards, and

store-houses, of all provisions then in store, and to compare the maga-
zine required and the survey together, ballancing what part of each

provision is in store, and what is wanting, and contra<5ling with the

merchants for supplying what is wanting of the full magazine, if they

have estimates to bear it, or if there be no estimates to maintain the

upply, then to present tu the Lord High Admiral the ballance of the

magazine, with the survey and demand in way of an estimate, for

upply of the magazine of all stores that shall appear to be wanting,

to be rated and put into money as the market of those provisions may
then be.

5. They are to take care that no provision of any considerable

quantity or price be served into his Majesty's stores, without contract

made for the same in a public meeting, where both the provisions,

their quality, quantity, dimensions, said p:ice> may be maturely

VI. 3 p
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scanned, and accordingly specified in the contract, which being once

passed, they are to send its copy to the Clerk of the Check, sub-

scribed by the Clerks of the Records, with their commands to them

to compare the provisions with the contract as they shall be from time

to time served into the stores. And if in any point of quantity,

quality, or dimensions, it shall not agree with the contract, then to

refuse its receipt, and certify their reasons, under their hands, unto

the officers, of their refusal.

6. When the magazine is stated, and the defects of it supplied by

contracts, they arc to consider of an equal distribution thereof unto

all or every of his Majesty's yards, according to the number of ships

either riding in each harbour, or ref.-airing, or in likelihood of repair.-

ing, in each dock or yard, that so abundance may not glut the stores

and waste the King's treasure for want of a present use in one yar(|

and by want and necessity, either in unnecessary charge of. supply

from another yard, or the supply of more than the magazine at an

excessive rate, from a private person's store or yard.

7. They are by themselves, or purveyors, at the season of the year

tvhen the East Country commodities come into the river, to inquire

the market pv.ce of all those provisions, as masts, yards, deals, spars,

hemp, tar, pitch, &c. and buy what is best, and best cheap, not tying

themselve^ to ay particular man, nor to suffer the goods to be first

iklivered into the yards befoie the contrail is made, but to inspect,

to be in the yards after to see whether they be according to contract ;

Jeast, after the delivery in, the merchants may, by undue means, in-

duce the inferior in-truments in the yards (who they will then have

knowledge of), to give such testimony of them, as may delude the

:.. in their contract, and induce the giving exorbitant rates.

8. They are to order an invoice to be weekly brought them from

the Custom-house, of such goods as are to be, or have been entered,

and are useful to the Navy, with the names of the merchants who

entered them; -that io the purveyor mav not delude them with pre-

tence of scarcity when choice may be had, or oblige them to deal

\vitli one merchant, when divert may be had to afford more choice, and

at easier ri.s.

9. It buog supposed that of late times persons employed in the

jiffs:'- 1
; tf the Navy, and many of the inferior Officers of the Navy,

trade ci for vach commodities as were used iu the Navy, they arc, from

the ill consequences of it to take c^re that neither themselves n.or

any inferior oilicrr in the i*avy do presume to trade in any such.

commodities, or any w>y go sharer. with any merchant in any what-

oever for mich commodities as are sold to the Navy ; and if any shall

be detected of such fraudulcat practices, upon information given to
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the Lord Admiral, such Officer, for said offence, shall be disrr.iised

the service, and rendered incapable of ever holding any employment
for the future ; sirtce it is more than probable that such practices (if

allowed), would make way for serving in, and receiving unfit com-

modities at an exorbitant price.

10. Once every year they are seasonably to present unto the Lord

Admiral an estimate of the charge of all his Majesty's Navy in har-

bour, both for victuals and wages, distinguishing the particular charge

of each yard, that so the assignments of payments may be settled bv

the Lord Treasurer to the Treasurer of the Navy, and thereby all

ckmoiir from poor men for want of wages be prevented. In like

rmnner, upon all extraordinary services, in setting to sea all or any
of his Majesty's ships, distinguish time and place of service, home or

remote, according as they shall receive orders from the Lord High
Admiral.

11. They are from time to time to direct, by instructions under

their hands, all inferior Officers in the Navy, such as the Clerk of

the Stores, the Cheque, the Survey, Master Attendant, Master Ship-

wright, and their assistants, Pursers, Boatswains, Gunners, Cooks,

Porters, &c. how to govern themselves in their several places for the

best advantage of his Majesty's service, and welfare of the Navy, and

at all times to carry a strict watch over them that they observe their

commands therein
;
and upon all demands to be ready and able to

render an account to them of the several demeanors in each several

service falling within the compass of their several places and duties ;

wherein they are to use the utmost care and power as to enable them-

selves, in the particular duties of each Officer acting under them, so-

as to discover who are honest, diligent, and active, in and for his Ma-

jesty's service, and who are careless and unfaithfully remiss, and ac-

cordingly to recommend the one to the Lord High Admiral for

preferment, as places may fall, and certify the other for the cheque,

suspension, or dismission from the service, as to the Lord High
Admiral shall seem fitting.

12. They are to issue all warrants for the victuallers for supplying
all sorts of victuals for extra service, and at the end of each service or

the year, to cancel the warrants, and sign his accounts, which must

be fairly written and digested in a ledger-book, giving him allowance

according to the article set down in his contract, of all victuals

expended, either upon their own warrants* for sea victuals, or Clerks

of the Cheque for the ordinary or extraordinary.
'

They are to take

great care to be able to trace out themselves, and not their clerks,

first, the accounts, then the warrants by the sea-books, and then the

sea-books by the muster- books, which often times vary* least the wait
.- . .::

>*K\&tnn iwhlw
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of cate and experience in the Officers to search out or find those

ravings of the Kin^, which, though variety of services may admit?

both in respect of time, number of men, short entries, anti-discharges,

runaways, exchanging of provisions, supply of other ships, should

procure much damage to the King in the victuallers' accounts. They
are also to charge victuallers with all remains returned, all rents re-

ceived, and all other abatements whatsoever, which on the King'*
behalf are to be made.

13. They are, for the more benefit of the subject, to live as near

together as conveniently they can, and appoint and publish certain

and known times of their meetings at the Navy Office, twice every

week, at least, to hear, determine, consult, and advise upon all affairs

and causes whatsoever recommended by the Lord High Admiral to

their care, or otherwise proper to their power and trust. And for

the more easy and methodically carrying on his Majesty's service (the

late enlargement of the Navy Office permitting it), the Comptroller,

Surveyor, and Clerk of the Acts, are to keep distinct offices within

the Navy Office, where they are to keep all transactions belonging to

their particular duties methodically digested in books, that so the

several Officers, as they shall have occasion, may the better inspect

the transactions of each Officer relating one to the other ; and they
are also to meet all convenient times and seasons of the year, in all or

'any of his Majesty's yards, to transact all affairs proper to each yard,

and take an account
1

.'

14. They are to attend all payments, to rate and comptrol the rate

cf men and wages, make contracts, take account of all purveyors, and

give rt\varc!$ 'for all piloting, land and water-carriage, travelling

txpences, c. warrant the Treasurer in all issues of his Majesty's

ticasnrc, at the' end of every /car sign his accounts, and cancel their

own 'warrants
;' warrant store-keepers for the receipt and issuing all

"

provisibftsV'ahd btfc* every year to ballance and adjust their accounts.

ic. They are not ttt pass any hills, be it ever so small, for any
"

provision whatsoever,' without the same bill be first drawn to their

hands by the derk of the Cheque of that yard where the said provj.

*ion is' served, "and the same bill vouched, both by the Clerk of the

Cheque a"ud store- keeper, those attending signifying the receipt into

his Majesty's storehouse, excepting the case of purveyance, where,

i~". r-'-gaid the sanie purveyor fiiay,- and oftentimes doth, serve timbers,

plank* &e. into- -sirmlry' of fris :

Majesty's yards, and is to have other

allowances, mbrt tlnurflie pr'ee of hi* provision served, the certificate

of tHe store-keeper; rfml -ihe'-Olefk of the Cheque, is sufficient to lead

fhc'OfficertUio ^e -'frllmfSft^-ferithat provision by making the bill*

themselves, providftf^hc/i'ikt 'tftr*- to affix the store-keeper's certi-
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cate to the bill, and to charge the store-keeper upon the balknce

of his account, so to be at all times showed as the ground of their

passing the purveyor's bill.

16. They are not to pass any bill or pay any wages, by way of

innovation, beyond the precedent of the office, without either first

acquainting the Lord High Admiral with it, or a serious debate

thereof at a public meeting, weighing the equity of all circumstances,

cither for or against it, that so his Majesty's treasure be not wasted

by private opinions of servants of one or two Officers, whose account

being warrant to the Treasurer, and by that warrant a precedent and

record in his accounts to succeeding Officers, may much prejudice

the service.

17. No provision whatsoever ought to be paid for by bill, from aH

r any of the Officers, without a certificate from the store-keeper, and

the Clerk of the Cheque, of those yards where it is served, of the

goodness of that provision, if sold without a contract ; or if served by
'contract, both of the goodness, length, breadth, depth, size, colour,

r defects thereof, and all other circumstances whatsoever, which may
r do vary the goodness, and so the price of that material.

1 8. They are to be able to trace one another in their distlnft

duties, having as a particular trust of such an Officer, viz. the

Treasurer, Comptroller, &c. so the general trust of such an Officer,

which extend (in point of trust and ability to trace), to the duties of

each Officer ; so as, if need be, the Surveyor may, or ought, to

comptrol the Comptroller, in point of rating or allowances, if he con-

ceives him, out of friendship or other ends, to give more than is fitting*

So also the Treasurer may refuse payment of bills sufficiently war-

ranted ; thus likewise the Comptroller may consult all survey-books,

and ballance of all Boatswains and Carpenters' accounts ; and so may
all inspect each other's actions by their general power as Officers, there

being no difference in their trusts, though otherwise a distinction in

their places and particular duties and employments.

19. They are, by themselves and their clerks, once every year, and

quarterly, to muster all ships employed in the narrow seas, or in any
other service wherein there is not a particular muster-master stated by
warrant from the Lord High Admiral to execute that duty, return-

. ing under their hands, or hands of their clerks, cxaft musters to the

Treasurer or his Paymaster, according to which he may from time to

'time trace tickets or papers for men discharged before the pay, and

at the pay the Purser's sea books, for all mens' names, entries, and

-

-discharges, and attendances that shall come to receive their pay, and

ttareby right the King in all arrearages that may happen, either by
tfic ignorance, neglect, or wilfulness of the Pur*er>v
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2O. In like manner they are, by themselves or their clerks, to take

and keep musters and counter-books with the Clerk of the Cheque,

for all extra men entered upon all or any of his Majesty's ships com.

manded to sea during the time they are in petty warrant, vouching

together with the Clerks of the Cheque, according to their said

musters, all petty warrants, warrants of increase, &c. for victuals for

extra men serving in each ship respectively.
'

THE TREASURER'S DUTY.

I. TO receive and pay his Majesty's treasure as by his patent or

sufficient warrant, he shall be enabled to receive and issue for his Ma-

iesty's naval affairs, whether ordinary or extra, remote or home

services.

i. To sign all estimates or contra&s, as thereby to induce the Lord .

High Admiral and his fellow Officers to warrant bis payments, ac-

cordrnf to his particular demands and agreements, so as to signify

both to the Lord High Admiral and them, his own judgment and

consent therein, in case of future queries either for making, appraising,

or payments.

3. At the end of every year to digest his accounts for that year in

ledger books, fairly write for the rest of the Officers signing, stating all

books and bills, either for wages or provisions, upon the proper heads

and titles of each service proper to that year, what is yet to pay,

why it is not paid, &c. such course to be taken as shall, upon con-

sideration, be thought fit for the receipts or payments.

4. Upon the passing of all estimates for ordinary or extra service,

to solicit the passing of the privy seals proper to each estimate, and

etting either the payments or assignates for the payments of such

sums of money as are by the privy seals warranted to be paid to him

out of his Majesty's treasure, that so the service may not be retarded,

nor men discouraged for want of money to pay and discharge them

from time to time, according to the various occasions of each service,

or necessity of men employed therein.

5. Once every year, or oftener if need be, to remonstrate, under

Iris hand, to the Lord High Admiral, the state of all services, and of

his assignments and time of payments of all moneys proper to those

services for the present year, that so the Lord High Admiral may be

able to satisfy his Majesty upon all commands in all points respecting
liis particular trust and place, and take such order for more speedy

payments, certain assignments, or further demand of surcharges, as

upon view thereof shall appear to be requisite for his Majesty's service.

6. He shall not, by himself or deputy, pay or suffer to be paid, any
bill or allowance whatsoever, where either the King or party to whom
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the same is due may be damnified, though the same allowance may-

be warranted by one or two of his fellow Officers, according to the

tenor of his patent or usual course of the Navy.

7. To be present at all or most payments, either of ships or wages,
so as to right the subjeft in all lawful demands, and to see his Ma-

jesty's treasure punctually paid according to those rates settled by his

Majesty for sea service, by the direction of his fellow Officers, to

whom the trust, distribution, and payments is committed.

8. At the end of every year he is to charge himself on the front

of his ledger, with all abatements or other receipts of discount of

money paid to him out of any allowance proper to the year's account,

that the Auditor may add the same to his other out of the receipt olf

the Exchequer, and so ballance his account accordingly.

THE COMPTROLLER'S DUTY.

T. TO attend the payment of all ships wages, shipwrights,

caulkers, &c. and with advice of his fellow Officers (if they be there),

to trace or otherwise comptrol the rating of all wages rateable, either

by his fellow O Seers, Master Shipwright, Master Caulker, Joiner or

Carver, in case, upon sight of the parties rated, he finds too little or

,too much given them in the King's or their own wrong.

2. To inform himself and the other Officers, from time to time, at

what rates all provisions are sold in the markets, and what is com-

monly paid by the subject for battalage, workmanship, labourers,

hire, attendance, and such like charges, and to see those usual prices

be not exceeded in rating any bills of payment to be made by the

King.

3. To examine and peruse the store-keeper's books at the end of

every quarter, and at the end of every year to take a general audit of

their accounts of all provisions received, issued, and expended upon all

works and service proper for the year, distinguishing the
warrants^

both for receipts and issues, upon every particular head proper to each

service, and presenting to his fellow Officers the ballaace both of the

general stores and each service's particular ex pence, that so the same

be either allowed by the Board, and kept in the office recorded as

reasonable and according to warrant, or further scanned and debated

as the service may require.

4. To be present at all meetings, and particularly at all ratings <sr

allowances of services to be given as a reward to pilots or others for

tiavelling charges, water-carriage, purveyance, &c. and by and with

the advice of his fellow Officers, to rate all bills of provisions already-

served into the stores, or make contracts for the rate and service of any

provisions for the future ; in all which, as his place of Comptroller

gives him a more special interest, to lead his fellow Officers/ as well ai-

2
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to cotnptrol their a&ioni, if there be just reason for the same, o like-

wise may his fellow Officers, as before in the general duties, be neither

excluded from advising nor yet comptrolling him, when either from hit

inexperience, infidelity, or otherwise, the service of the subjeft may
be prejudiced, or his Majesty's treasure without ground given sway.

5.
To be first, not only in priority of place but duty, that shaSL

tign the Treasurer's accounts, and cancel all bills and books digested

into the ledger- books, the better to enable him, on sight of all books

and bills, to comptrol all wilful negledsand oversightsJn the Treasurer

or his fellow Officers, in all payments made proper to those account*,

6. To state upon all bills and debentures, to be passed by himself

or fellow Officers, the titles or heads upon which those bills are proper,

according to the estimate of the service for which those provision*

are supplied, so as to govern the Treasurer in disposing them to their

proper place and service, and to enable himself to keep his counter-

book of the Treasurer's account exal, and even io the expence and

Issues of each store.

7. To prepare and keep fair written and engrossed, a ledger-book,

orl>ook of comptrol of the Treasurer's and Victualler's accounts, that

o at the sfgning of them he may the better be able to trace tluyn,

and after they are signed, there may be a record in the office to

consult upon all occasions, both the rate of provisions, the precedent

of rewards, travelling charges, purveyance, or other allowances} at

any time given to any man, for any service whatsoever.

8. To be able with his counter-book (to be always kept exa& with

the Treasurer's and Victualler's), to certify the Lord High Admiral

upon all commands, what and how much money the Treasurer and

Victualler have issued upon any service proper to that year ? and to

render a reason of the greatness or smallness of that expence, and

check the Treasurer in case of his remonstrance, promised in his

particular duty, if he shall insert more paid than indeed is paid, or

more required to be paid than the service may expend.

<J.
To keep a distinct account of all imprests past to all purveyors or

others ; and upon the ballance of each particular service, to abate and

default the impress formerly paid, as to prevent all double payments,
o as to enable himself the better to trace the Treasurer's accounts,

and know what is paid, impressed, and cleared upon every service

particularly, and what is yet unpaid ; calling upon the parties to

ballance their accounts, and charging the Treasurer with what

remains in his hands, proper to all or any particular service for that or

any preceding year. <rftO

io. To copy all estimates, privy seals, assignments, or other order*

for -money, from time to time past and allowed unto the Treasurer ao4
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any service whatsoever ; and once every quarter? or

.ofteaer if he thinka t, to consult the Treasurer's and- Victualler's

and what or how.much of those monies they Jiavt received,

by his warrants, bills, or counter- book, compare the

.receipts, together with what treasure remains in theic hands,

is unreceived of their assignments, or required to perfect

lete the work in, hand. -.-?'
'

,nj$

i. To ballance, as an auditor, the state of the Treasurer's and

accounts from the first entry into their places, or ihc

determination of their last declared accounts, to. the end and deter,

-mination of the present year; thereby to discover whether there-.be

any of his Majesty's treasure remaining in eithe* of their hands .; and
fl discovery to inform the Lord High Admiral- 'thereof; that so he

,n\a,y settle .die payments there, upon the discharge of succeeding s$r

ices, .and thereby save to his Majesty other assignments or interest

to the
Treasurer, upou anticipation, osat fc'-j2iu?r,'}iT >'.

l
i It

THE SURVEYOR'S DUTY.

I. TO present, at the end of eveiy year, to his fellow Officers

vrhat he conceives a- fit proportion of hemp, tar, masts, deals, canvas,

timoerrf,- boats, anchors, arfd other provisions for a magazine for his

Majesty's Navy for the year succeeding, what thereof he finds in store,'

and upon the survey-book or the ballance of the
store-keepers accounts^

?.nd what is to be supplied of aH kinds for service.

2.. Upon survey taken by himself, the Master Shipwnght,"&faster

Attendant, and their assistants attending, to present to his fejfow

Officers, once every year, the true state of all 'the hulls, masts, and

yards, 'of all his Majesty's ships and vessels, with an estimate of the',

value of the repair or carpentry work, that so, upon consideration

taken- thereof bj*- the body of the office, the Lord High Admiral may
b*5 Jhoved therein,- and such care taken in it for t^e ransacking;

grounding, graving^ docking, mooring, and repairing of tlierri respec-

tively, as to the Jjo?d 'High Admiral shall seem most convenient for

bis Majesty's benefit.** ej

3. To take care, by himself or his instruments, that all provisions

serve"d'intq his Majesty's stores be surveyed in their several conditions,'

both for goodness, length,
'

breadth, and depth) according as 'either

such ^revisions ought to be> and have in their-severel kinds Been, or

accotding to such contracts as shall be made by himself and his ffcllow-v

Gfeffieersfor and on behalf of thfe King and the- venders of them-

respetively, that so, before thtf bills be passed. for the price of any

provisions whatsoever, himself and his fellow Officer* may be Able <<r

?, attd righc the King for all ddecto,
'

*yg
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backside of the bill, respe&ing either goodness or dimensions of each

particular provision.

4. To keep an exact account of all provisions whatsoever, that shall

by himself or fellow Officers be warranted the Commander of a fleet,

or any private Captain of his Majesty's ships or vessels, in case of

necessity, or, for the supply or accommodations of private service, be

sent out of his Majesty's stores, yards, or ships ; and at the end of

every year to present to his fellow Officers the said account, under his

hand, for all in general for that year, attested with the hands ci all

Store-keepers, Clerks of the Cheque, Captains, and Boatswains, c.

that warranted or issued each particular loan> that so, upon consulta-

tion thereof, it may appear to the body of the office what hath been

lent that year, what thereof is returned iuto the store, and if any be

not returned, it may be recorded by the Clerk of the Adts, and the

messenger sent unto the party, or other order taken for righting his

Majesty, as shall be thought convenient.

5. He is by indenture to charge all Boatswains and Carpenters
with all the provisions issued to them for rigging, ground-tackle, and

sea-stores, when any of his Majesty's ships is commanded to sea, and

at the end of every voyage to compare and ballance their expences

with their issues and returns upon survey, calling in to his assistance

the Master Attendant and Master Shipwright for that which concerns

them in their several places respectively ; and at the end of every year

to make a public declaration to the rest of his fellow Officers, that so

they may, if they please, inspect his trust ; and together with him

either allow the said account to be recorded as moderate for such a

service, or question those Boatswains or Carpenters whose expcnce
shall appear to be exorbitant and unjustifiable.

6. He is to keep a survey book of all the rigging, ground- tackle,

furniture, stores, and other provisions issued or belonging to all or any
of his Majesty's ships commanded to the seas, and their returns upon
a new survey taken, and allowance for all Boatswain's and Carpenter's

escpence for the voyage, to charge the store-keeper with, shall appear to

be returned upon each ship respectively, and either deliver the same on

shore to the store-keeper, or in charge to the Boatswain or Carpenter,
who are to give their hands to the Store-keeper for the same, speci-

fying in the said book of survey the length, use, and goodness of

every particular provision, that so upon all demands the magazine in

store may be stated both quantity and quality, and care taken for a

seasonable supply of the defects thereof for such succeeding year, as

either the number of ships or present service may require.

7. To survey all his Majesty's store-houses, yards, docks, wharfs,

gates, and all other passages, and at the end of every year to pre-
y 3<nij o.t 5mb mcul gfrohqit^ ?mq rm^q ol &
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eent to his fellow Officers, under his own, the Master Attendant,

and Master Shipwright's hands, what they conceive fitting to be

new built, repaired, and enlarged, and what is the charge each part
-

cular expence will arise to, that so the same may be included in the

ordinary expence of the ensuing year, or otherwise demanded in an

estimate for the particular extra charges thereof.

8. Whereas the business of the Surveyor, by the increase of the

Navy, and by its lying in several places tar distant, it is impossible

for the Surveyor to execute it wholly by himself, but must rely much

on his instruments ; for the better security of his Majesty's service,

it is always to be understood, that when the duty of the Surveyor
shall be executed by any Clerk of the Survey (the Surveyor, nor any

principal Officer being present), that the Clerk of the Survey shall not

give any warrant for issues, nor allow the account of any Boatswain

or Carpenter, without the advice and approbation of the Master

Attendant or Master Shipwright respectively. And in case of extra

cxpences, not to allow it without first acquainting the Surveyor, who,
if he see cause, may acquaint his fellow Officers with it.

CLERK OF THE ACTS'

T. NOT to absent, in case of necessity, at any public meetings of

his fellow Officers, and to record all orders, bills, contracts, warrants,

and other business transacted that day, so to present them and their

considerations, in a list fairly written, whatsoever suits, controversies,

commands, complaints, demands for supply of stores, warrants,

estimates, contracts, tenders of sale, &c. that be required* or were

before them that meeting by petition, or otherwise preferred, or de-

pending before them, and had not received a full issue or final

determination from the Board at their last or former meeting.
2. To present to his fellow Officers the present market price of all

manner of petty provisions proper and requisite to the expence of the

naval affairs, the place where, the men from whom the same may
at all times be had best and cheap ; and especially of those provisions

that are at present necessary to be supplied and wanting in stores for

present occasions, so that his Majesty may not be forced, for want of

timely notice of the market, to give an exotbitant price and take his

commodities from one man, whereas divers that have the same materials

would gladly serve better and cheaper.

3. It hath been formerly deemed part of the duty of the Clerk of

the A6ls to purvey petty emptions, but since the Navy and business

thereof has increased, they have not been able to do it and perform the

other part of their duty ; therefore, for the future, as to that part,
it shall be required of them only to supervise the performance of such

as are appointed to purvey petty emptions from time to time required
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for the supply of stores for present services ; wherein they are to t>

directed by him according to the quarterly certificates from the Store-?

kteper of the wants of each yard respectively, and to aft by the

warrant of two or more of the principal Officers. And the Clerk of

the Ads is to call upon the persons so appointed to render an account

of all their actions to the principal Officers of the Store-keeper's

demands, and the party's receipt from whom he bought them, with

specifications of the time, quantity, rate, and gpodness of each

provision.

4. The Clerk of the Afts is to take care that upon all wants there

may be the purveyors or other several persons proposed for supplying

the same, that so through want of information the King may not be

forced to buy of any particular person or merchant, and be thereby

enabled to exact upon the King.

5. To keep an exact record of all consultations, orders, petitions,

debates, estimates, warrants, letters, answers, &c. agitated at all

meetings, so that from time to time there maybe precedents pro-

duced of the opinion of the Board in like cases, and the subject, upon;

all accidents of fire or other misfortunes, or by mislaying of their bills,

books, warrants, cSrc. may know where to find a true copy of the

original, the time of the passing of it, before and by whom, with the

other like circumstances leading the Officers to their redress.

iii ~

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL ST. VINCENT, &c. &c,

MY LORD, AW. 4, I80I.

PROPER sense of the duty an individual owes the State,

induces me to address your Lordship at the present junfture,

on a subject which engaged my pen at the conclusion of the American

war, when I took the liberty of troubling the late Lord Howe, who

then presided at the Admiralty, with my suggestions. I entertain, it

is true, as little hopes of being attended to at the present, as at the

former period ; but the satisfaction of having conscientiously dis-

charged my duty cannot be withheld from me. The subject I allude

to is of the first consequence to the State : it is Ship-Building.
It has, my Lord, been customary to discontinue in time of peace

the contrails for building ships in the river Thames. This custom,

though bearing prima facie the semblance of ceconomy, will be found

i.i the result to have been pregnant with increased expence. Indeed

it has already proved so to be, for I assert that the present exorbitant

prices which Government are paying for contract-built ships, are

deducible from the discontinuance of contracts during the last peace ;

when, for want of Government work in the private yards in the River,

4
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there was not sufficient employ for their people, and consequently
there existed no encouragement for the builders, their officers, or

leading workmen, to take apprentices. By this means the number
of working shipwrights 'became much diminished, so that, on the

commencement of the war, so great a scarcity of them prevailed, that

they were barely able to execute the work which then flowed in upon
them, even with the greatest exertions of their labour. The number

being inadequate to the demand, they were enabled to associate in

clubs, and combine in the demand of most exorbitant and unprece-
dented wages. Hence in a great measure arises the present enormous

price of building, fqr the workmen have become masters over their

employers, and consequently thereby able to reap an undue propor-
tion of the profits ; which, indeed, seldom proves beneficial to them,

who are but the channels through which the money is conveyed ta

the alehouse, the greatest part of it becoming thereby an absolute

loss to the community. It must also be admitted, that from the

same source arises a great increase in the price of materials, when a

temporary stagnation in the consumption of them is, on the approach
of war, suddenly succeeded by a great and rapid demand. I must

add, that the ships so contracted for on the commencement of war, to

be hastily put together, cannot bear comparison, in point of materials

or workmanship, and consequently in strength or duration, with

ships leisurely built in constant succession. And here will be found

the root of that prejudice against contract-built ships, which is so

prevalent amongst naval men ; a prejudice indeed unmerited by those

built in the more reputable yards in the River, whose materials and

workmanship are in general of the best quality. I shall say but little

of ships built in the outports, where an enormous idea of ceconomy
has too frequently diffused the contracts". For I am persuaded that

these ships, though uoually contracted for at a price nominally a few

shillings per ton under that of the River, cost Government, on a fair

statement, infinitely more than the River-built ships- I mean, when

the assistance for launching, with anchors, cables, jury-masts, sails.,

#c. all sent round from his Majesty's yards, together with the expence
of bringing the ships round, and the risk of the voyage, &c. are taken

into the account. It must be considered likewise, that these ships

are seldom ready for service before many months, and sometimes

years, have elapsed, after the limitation of their contracts ; and in two

recent as well as in some former cases, the contractors have proved

totally unable to fulfil their engagements; so that Government hqve^

been under the necessity of sending men and materials to finish tfe?

ships, at an enormous expence. This should surely be charged to the

general account of country-built ships. I shall even be so bold to

assert, that contracting in the outports, enhances the price of ships
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contracted for in the River; because the country builders having no

regular succession of work, retain but few shipwrights ; and conse-

quently, on contracting with Government, they are often obliged to

seduce workmen from the River by offers of advanced wages, which

reducing the number of those left in the River, enables them also to

demand an advanced price for their labour ; and as it is well known
that three shipwrights cannot execute more work in a country yard
than two can do in a River yard, owing to kilns, cranes, sawpits,

and many ether expensive conveniences in the latter, which are mostly

wanting in the former; to say nothing of the superior stock of

materials, with the compa&ness of their arrangements, &c. ; it seems

evident that sending three men into the country is tantamount to the

annihilation of one, which is a further defalcation of the strength of

the River yards : a strength which should ever be maintained, under

the consideration, that in those yards alone Government can look for

assistance and dispatch in cases of emergency. The quality likewise

of country-built ships is evidently much inferior to that of ships built

in the River, as the former are frequently constructed with materials

that have been rejected by the River builders ; besides which, an

increased distance from the Navy Board and Royal Dock-yards, often

renders the inspeclion of country ships less frequent and less rigid.

Having sufficiently discussed the suspension and subsequent hasty

renewal of contracts in the River, I shall proceed to point out the

advantage of a continuation of them in succession during the peace :

which continuation, I am inclined to believe, the present state of our

Navy (independent of the arguments I am about to adduce) pe-

culiarly demands ; because, since the general adoption of copper

sheathing, ships have continued afloat with their bottoms unexamined

for much longer periods than was usual in former wars. Hence it is

reasonable to suppose, that many of them will be found so defective

as not to be worth repairing, and consequently, at the commencement

of a future war, many new ships will be requisite ; and if they are then

to be hastily built by contract, they must produce a recurrence of the

evils before recited. But to return to the contiuuation of contracts ;

I would recommend, that at least one seventy -four gun ship and one

frigate should always be building in constant succession iri each of

the principal yards in the River, with frigates, or sloops, in each of the

inferior ones. These ships to be three years in building, with due

iwtri&ions in the contracts as to progress, &c. insuring thereby the

frame, thick stuff, plank. &c. to be properly seasoned. On this plan,
no hurry existing, the timber market would not be liable to sudden

fluctuations from the hasty competition of purchasers, while a great

regularity of demand must speedily produce a reduction of price.
I

would likewise rccorr mend a certain number of apprentice's inden-
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tures to be attached to each contract, the builders binding the lads

optionally either to themselves, their officers, or principal workmen*

Thus would the number of effective shipwrights be in a short time

materially augmented, and their combinations thereby destroyed ; by
which means the price of workmanship might be reduced to a just

level, below which I entertain no wish to depress it. When by these

means a competent number of shipwrights shall have been reared, the

attachment of indentures to the contracts may be either occasionally
or wholly discontinued, as from the more equal succession of work,
the builders, &c. will be induced to take apprentices without compul-

sion, which they have of late feared to do, lest, on the arrival of

peace, and consequent suspension of contracts, they might hang

heavily upon them unemployed. A competence of hands co-operating
with a reduction in the value of materials, must evidently depreciate

the rate per ton in building. But the ceconomy of the proposed

plan consists not wholly in the reduction of price, but equally in the

quality, and consequent duration, of the ships ; for it cannot be.

doubted that ships, so leisurely built and so seasoned, will prove much,

stronger and more durable than those built in a short time, whose

materials are likewise generally collected in hrtste. It must be added,

that the workmanship will also be much improved, when the builders

shall once more become masters of, and na longer fear to administer

reprimands, when due, to the men they employ. la short, I will

affirm, that such ships will be at least equal to those built. Ja his

Majesty's yards. Having some time back mentioned the outlines of

the proposed plan to some gentlemen in the Naval Department, their

objection was, thac Government had already more ships than thev

had room to lay up in ordinary, within the precinfts of their respective

dockyards. In answer to which, with submission, I beg.leave to

suggest, that any number of ships which cannot be birth'd as above,

may find sufficient room in Southampton water, and its dependencies,

where they will be under the same protcftion from inimical danger,
&c. as those at Portsmouth, while they wiil be very convenient for

transporting to that yard, for repairs, &c. Besides which, it must be

considered, that as new ships are built in succession, it will be found

necessary to break up some of the oldest and worst, by which means

there will be no essential increase of the number of those in ordinary.

Having for the present obtruded too much on your Lordship's

time, I shall conclude with the supposition, that these suggestions will

be imputed to an interested pen, probably to that of one of the

builders in the River
; but I must assure your Lordship, that the

whole body, collectively and individually, must be acquitted of the

charge, either as principals or accessaries ; and that I can, with implicit

adhesioc to truth, subscribe myself
A DISINTERESTED OBSf.RVI R.
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AN ACCOUNT OF

THE PRINCIPAL NAVAL ACTIONS
THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE NARROW SEAS SINCE

THE CONQUEST.

[Continued from page 290.]

THE ensuing year was marked by the death of the brave Sir

Edward Howard, son of the Earl of Surry, and Lord High
Admiral of England ; he commanded a considerable fleet destined to

attack the French squadron, then laying in Brest harbour, waiting for

leinforcements from the Mediterranean, under the command of Mons.

Pregent. The Admiral found the enemy's fleet at anchor in so strong

a position under their batteries, that it was impossible to attack them,

he however landed and ravaged the country in sight of Brest ; about

this time Pregent arrived on the coast, and hearing the English were

in that harbour, anchored with five gallies and some other vessels, in

Conquct Bay. The French Admiral placed his small squadron.

between two rocks, on each of which was a castle with cannon ;

this did not deter the gallant Howard from endeavouring to destroy
or take them ; there were only two gallies in the English fleet, on

board one of which the Admiral went in person ; the command of the

other was given to Lord Ferrers ; with this small force and some boats

he boldly dashed in and boarded the enemy's gallies ; the aftion at

first promised all the success so gallant an attempt deserved, but the

galley in which Sir Edward was, breaking her sheer, he was, with

some of his gallant companions, left on board the French Admiral,

and being, by superiority of numbers, forced overboard, was drowned ;

the other galley and boats were also beat off, and the fleet, on the death

of the Commander in Chief, returned to England. Pregent taking

advantage of their absence, and flushed with this unexpected success,

came out with the French fleet, landed some men in Sussex, and

plundered the country ; he was soon, however, obliged to retire by-

Sir Thomas Howard, who succeeded his brother as Lord High
Admiral, and after

clearing the Channel of the enemy, convoyed the

King and army to Calais, where he landed the 3Oth of June, 1513;
nothing material ensued until the peace, if we except some plundering

expeditions on both sides.

In the year 1^22, war again commencing between England and

France, Sir Thomas Howard, now Earl of Surry, was invested with
the command of the combined fleet of England, and that of the

Emperor Charles V. then in alliance with King Henry. After
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various successes, the combined fleet landed their forces, attacked and

carried the town of Morlaix. It does not appear that the enemy
were able after this to face the combined forces at sea, and on the

separation of the fleets the English continued'completely masters of the

Channel, and no adlion of importance took place until the year

154^, when the King of France, roused by the recent loss of

Boulogne, determined on assembling a large naval force, and attempt-

ing the recapture of that important place ; accordingly we find the

French fleet, collected near Havre in the mouth of the Seine, amounted

to two hundred sail of ships, and twenty-six gallies ; the English,

amounting to one hundred and sixty sail, entered the Seine, and a

partial aftion took place, in the beginning of which, it being calm, the

gallies had the advantage ; however, a gale of wind, which suddenly

arose, deprived them of the superiority their oars gave them, and

they returned into harbour ; the English also returned to Portsmouth.

Shortly after this the French Admiral's ship, the Carracon, took fire

by accident ; from the description of this ship by Mons. Du Bellay,

an estimate may be formed of the general size of the ships composing
the fleet ; he says, she mounted 100 pieces of brass ordnance j they

must however have been smal], as we find the ship was only 800 tons

burthen. Another author, who about the same period wrote on naval

affairs (Baif de re Navali), says she appeared like a castle among the
^L 1

other ships,

Ttiere appears to have been either some great remissness in dis-

.mantling the fleet, or the ships hired from the merchants, as was the

custom of the time, had been suffered to depart, for in the month of

July the English fleet seem to have been surprised at Portsmouth

with a Very inferior force to that of the enemy. King Henry, who
was then at Portsmouth hastening the equipment of the fleet, ordered

what ships were ready, sixty iail, to Spithead }
it falling calm, and the

tide of flood setting in, the heavy English ships were compelled to

anchor, and the French gallies had great advantage ; the Mary Rose,

commanded by Sir George Carew, was sunk ; a fresh gale, however,

springing up, the English got under way, and obliged the gallies to

retire ; after several partial actions, the English not being strong

enough to leave i.heir own coast, and the enemy not daring to attack

them under theit forts, the French went up the channel towards

Boulogne, attenl pting to land in Sussex, but were repulsed; they

shortly after retui ned to the English coast, when Lord Howard bting
reinforced to loq sail, gave them battle, the engagement was sharp
while it lasted, bn t night separating the combatants, it appears doubt-

ful which party hi id the advantage ; the French, however, seem not

to.have wished a^'n to come out. as we find Admiral Howard sbgrtly
ft:*/ -orfrrur r.s >*?cJ fvranw** gaqgbY

Sol, VI. 3R
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after went over to their coast, landed 4000 men, and after destroying

the town and abbey of Treport, returned unmolested with his fleet to

England.
In the Sieur Martin Du Bellay's Memoirs, we have a particular

account of these actions, which, as it is highly descriptive of the

mode of conducting naval actions at that period, we will quote :-

" Mons. Du Bellay says, the French fleet was composed of one

hundred and fifty large ships, beside fifty vessels of inferior force, and

twenty-five gallies. Being arrived off the Isle of Wight, the Admiral

ent the Baron de la Garde with four gallies, to take a view of the

island, and reconnoitre the English fleet. He retnrned with the report

that they consisted of sixty sail of large ships well equipped, fourteen

of which had taken the opportunity of a land wind to get out of

Portsmouth harbour, with as much alacrity and good order, as if their

intention was to stand the attack of our whole fleet. Our Admiral

advancing with the rest of the gallies, the whole of the English fleet

came out of the harbour and faced him. After a long but distant

fight, the English began to retreat under the land, to a place where

they were secured on one side, by the cannon of certain forts which

were on the shore, and on the other by sands and rocks, which

traverse the road, and leave only a narrow and oblique passage, just

enough for a few ships to pass abreast *. This retreat put an end to

the battle for that day.

'

"
During the night the Admiral disposed the order of battle for

the next day, in the following manner : He placed his own ship,

supported by thirty select vessels, in front ; Lord de Boutiere com-
manded a squadron of thirty- six ships on the right ; the Baron De
Curton another of equal force on the left. And on consideration of
the advantageous situation of the English, it \vas ordered, that at day-
break, the gallies should advance toward their fleet while at anchor,
and by firing on them with all possible fury, provoke them to an

engagement, and then retreating, endeavour to draw them out of

their hold toward the body of the fleet. This order was executed

with great intrepidity, and the weather favoured our attempt beyond
our wishes ; for it proving iu the morning a perfeft calm, our gallies

had all the advantages of working which they could desire, to the

great damage of the English, who, for want of wind, not being able

to stir, lay exposed to our cannon; and being much higher and

bulkier than our gallies, hardly a shot missed them, while they, with
the help of their oars, shifted at pleasure, and thereby avoided the

danger of the enemy's artillery. Fortune favoured our fleet in this

* Thi afiion must have taken place between Sandowo castle and the Spi
wr.4.
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manner for above an hour, during which time, among other damages
received by the English, the Mary Rose, one of their principal ships,

was sunk by our cannon, and of 500 or 6oq men which were on

board, only thirty-five escaped ; their Admiral's ship, the Great Harry,
was so distressed that if she had not been relieved by the ships which

were nearest her, she would have suffered the same fate. Their damages
would have been greater if the weather had not changed in their

favour, and delivered them from this peril ; but a land wind arising and

the tide favouring them at the same time, they came down before the

wind on our gallies so suddenly, that they had hardly time and room
to manage their oars and get their heads round ; for during the calm,
and in the height of the battle, they were got so near the enemy,
that they must inevitably have been run down by them, if by the

alacrity and experience of their mariners and rowers, they had not

shifted their prows, and, with the help of their sails, got in a short

time to the distance of cannon-shot. They then retreated, or shortened

sail, as was most conducive to their design of drawing the English
out of their cover.

" The English had a sort of light vessels or pinnaces, which were

longer than ordinary in proportion to their breadth, and were much
narrower than the gallies ; but were worked like them with oars and

sails. These vessels their sailors knew how to manage with such

dexterity in the currents of those seas, that for swiftness they vied

with the gallies, they bore down upon them with that impetuosity,

and galled their sterns in such a manner with their artillery, which

they carried in their prows, the gallies having no cannon on their

poops, that nething but apparent destruction appeared on all sides ;

for if they offered to tack, the English ships would have inevitably

run them down ; nevertheless the Prior of Capua, not being able

any longer to bear such indignity, began to put about in order to

attack one of the enemy's vessels which had advanced before the rest,

and was at the very stern-post of one of our gallies ; but the English

vessel being shorter, was soon round, and regained her fleet, after

which neither she or the rest of the squadron continued the pursuit

any longer. In the mean time the Admiral having ranged his fleet in

the order described, made the signal for battle, believing the English
would continue their course, but he was soon undeceived, and found

they were more circumspeft than he expefted ; they had only pursued

the gallies as far as they could do it with safety, and then retreated

toward their forts, thinking that we, depending on our superior

atrength, would have followed them and hazarded % battle at so great

a disadvantage.
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" The next day the Admiral, perceiving that the English woulcf
r

not hazard a battle in open sea, began to think of attacking them

where they lay ; he called a council of the pilots,' captains, and chief

mariners, to be informed of the nature and circumstances of the place,

and tht best means of attack."

The result of this council was, that as the English were anchored

in narrow water, where only four ships could attack abreast, and under

cover of their own batteries, and in a strong tideway, they were

unassailable with any hope of advantage, for the following reasons :

That the English could not be attacked but in a channel where

they could oppose an equal number of ships, with the advantage of

being under their own forts.

'

, That as they could only go in with wind and tide, when the

first ships were engaged, those that followed would be driven aboard

them by the stream.

That if they attempted to board the English, the force of the

stream would break the ships adrift, and they would both be forced

on shore.

That as the stream run so strong, the ships would be obliged to

tide with their sterns to the enemy *. The difficulty of bringing up

suddenly in a rapid stream, and the danger of their cables being shot

away, when the ships must go on shore.

The French, therefore, put to sea, and stood over towards Bou-

logne, to assist in the siege of which, appears to have been their great

objtl ; the iingliah fleet being reinforced, as before mentioned, went

in search of the enemy, having the advantage of a westerly wind,

which blowing strong with a heavy sea, would deprive the French

of the great superiority they dcrivtd from their gallics in light breezes.

1 he French fleet stood over to the English coast, which is described

to have been the weather shore, and there waited the attack at

anchor, when it biew strong, getting under way only at high water,

as they dreaded being driven through the Straits of Dovtr, and so

losing their objeft, if they kept underway with the westerly wind and

flood tide. In the mode or placing their fleet when they expefted an

attack, a greater knowledge of tadics is displayed than is generally

supposed to have existed at that period. Mons. Bellay describes it in

the following account :
,

" The Admiral, having maturely weighed all these circumstances,

with the advice of the rest of his Officers, came to the following

*((
tr-idi afoswoi Y&&911IJ js.^ .^n^ -^ , <.->

The forecast in ships, as then constjudcd, was one ef the principal

L
%

it'odisd iii^iii hiiuol Liife
. i.n->tu ,-.-.'-.
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resolutions : That at high water, if the wind should change, or

become moderate, the whole fleet should unmoor, and put to sea.

That they should advance towards the enemy, endeavour to gain the

wind, and engage in the offing, and whenever the weather should

oblige them to anchor, it was ordered, that the gallL-s should anchor

to windward of the ships, with their sterns as close aa possible to the

shore, having the small craft near them ; that the large ships should

anchor a little to leeward of them, in as close order as the weather

would allow* So that the English fleet, if they should come to attack

ours, might be obligid first to pass by the gallies, and thereby give

them the advantage of the wind ; or, if to avoid this inconvenience,

they should think to attack the gallies first, they might not be able so

to do, because of the shallowness of the water, which in that situation

would not permit even their smallest ships to approach them ; besides,

as the intervals between the gallies and our large ships would be

fcut small, it might happen, that the enemy, passing by the gallies>

might at the same time be driven by the current to leeward of the

whole fleet."

A shift of wfnd and moderate weather, however, rendered these

precautions unnecessary, and gave the French an opportunity of using
their gallics to advantage ; they sought their opponents, and after a

contest for the wind, which they at length succeeded in gaining, aa

aftion took place:, which Bellay thus describes :

'* At length, j seeing our fleet had got the weather-gage, and was

following them i n good order, they no longer dissembled, .but setting

their sails, they shaped their course before the wind, towards the Isk

-of Wight. MOIOB. De la Garde, observing this, in order to stop their

course, and give our fleet time to come up, resolved closely to pursue

some of their nea rmost ships, which being heavy vessels, had lagged

considerably behii id. This made the rest of the English fleet slacken

their sails, but the 1

gale beginning immediately after to freshen, with-

out, however, causing any swell of the sea, they retreated without

any disorder, excep ting only that we had an engagement with them

for above two hours, in so close fight that we could hardiy discharge
our guns. They di d not spare us, but our gallies being low were

least exposed to the iV'ry of their cannon. The skirmish was very

warm, for the next mo.iung we saw a number of dead bodies, and a

great deal of timber floa ting ; and there could not be less than 300

pieces of cannon fired on' both sides. During the engagement both

current and wind carried t he English fleet dire&ly towards their port,

and the night coming on, ^ut an end to the combat. The next

morning we looked for them. ,
and ibund them harbour'd, upon which
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the Admiral shaped his course for Havre-de-Grace, to refresh and land

the sick."

Be this latter part as it may, Lord Howard immediately sailed, as

has been before observed, for the coast of France, landed a body of

troops, burnt several towns, and returned unmolested. It must strike

the reader, that naval taftics had wonderfully improved ; we see here

a regular order of battle, consisting of three divisions, and an advanced.

squadron of gallies, and both fleets seem to have been worked with

great skill and regularity.

During the war, which continued until the following yar, nothing

Occurred but skirmishes ; it is a singular faft, that the mode of usiuj*

lime, as an annoyance, was not yet abandoned, notwithstanding fire

arms were so much in use, for Lord Herbert, speaking of these

skirmishes, says,

Some rights passed at sea this while, whereof one is memorable,

jf seven or eight English, in a small vessel, who being mastered by a

far greater number of French, entered their ship as pretending to save

themselves out of their own bark, which now began to sink ; but

finding certain lime-pots there, they, by casting water on them,

raised such a smoke, as, through their continual throwing of them,

blinded the French, and at last made them run under hatches, where

at length being shut up, the ship was brought away.'*

[ To be continued*

NAVAL LITERATURE.

dnervatioru on tie Hydrographical Divition of the Globe ; afttfC&ange-

ments proposed in the general and particular Nome gclaturc of Hydro-

graphy. From MARCHAND'S VOYAGE.

[Concluded from page 395-]

HPHE three sub-divisions which I have proposfd, as well for the

Atlantic as for the Great Ocean, will not be sufficient for the

purposes of navigation ; in many parts the ocean. lias made irruptions,

and penetrated to a great distance on the surface of the earth ; it forms

interior seas, gulfs, aad bays, which should be (^signaled by particular

names*
:-

WHAT CONSTITUTES A, SEA.

The appellation of Sea should only b' given to portions of the

ocean, which being surrounded by parts of the Continent, or by
chains of islands, form basins separated from the great mass of
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waters ; and the seas are of two sorts ; the one, such as that which

*parates Europe from Africa, penetrating into the interior of the

lands, and presenting but one entrance or strait by which the Medi-

terranean waters communicate with the mass of the ocean, is properly
called the Mediterranean sea ; the other, such as the Carr'ibean Sea, the

Cf>ina Sea, &c. bounded on one side only by a continent, and separated
6n the other from the great mass of waters by a chain of islands,

which leaves between them several outlets and several communications

from the interior sea to the great mass.

After some pertinent observations on the abuse of the substitution of

names, and the inconvenience of translating names into different

languages, he justly remarks that the name of a new discovered land

should recall at once the epoch of the discovery and the name of the

navigator ; it is a tribute which we cannot, ought not to refuse to

the intrepid navigator.

The following are the names Mons. Fieurieu proposes shaiild be

given to the seas bathing the littoral of the t\vo continents, and the

islands scattered in various parts of the great mass of waters.

As the appellations will generally point out the situation, we shall

not take up the time of our readers in describing them locally ;

many of the names, it will be observed, have been adopted by our

geographers before the appearance of this work.

Mediterranean of America comprehending Baffim's Bay, Hudson's

Bay, &c.
*

Gulf of Nova Zembla.

Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Channel between France and England.
Gulf of France. Bay of Biscay.
Gulf of Guinea.

Gulf of Congo.

Mozambique, or Channel of Madagascar,
Arabian Sea. Red Sea.

Persian Sea. Gulf of Persia.

Great Gulf of India, comprehending the Gulf of the Ganges, Bay
of Bengal, and the Gulf of Sinde, into which the Sinde or Indus runs.

Great Archipelago of Asia.

Sea of Borneo.

Sea of the Philippines.

Sea of the New Philippines.

Gulf ofthe S. E. of New Guinea."

Gulf of New Holland.

Chiua Sea.
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Sea of Corea.

Sea of Tartary.

Beering's Basin.

Vermillion Sea, better named Sea of California.

Gulf of Panama.

Distribution of the Islands in the Great Ocean into Archipelagos, and their

Names.

Dangerous Archipelago, from Whitsund to Cain Island.

Archipelago of the Stormy Sea, from Sender Grond, or Disap-

pointment of Byron, to Prince of Wales's, and the Labyrinth.

Archipelago of the Society Islands.

Archipelago of Roggcwin, or Bauman's Isles.

Archipelago of Navigators.

Archipelago of the Friendly Islands.

Archipelago of Mendana.

Archipelago of the Sandwich Isles, or La Mesa.

In regard to Mons. Fleurieu's observations on these islands we

differ ii itirely, but reserve our opinion for some further occasion.

Mul^rave's Range.

St. Cruz of Mendana.

Names given by Discoverers which M. Fleurieu thinks should be retained,

Torre de la Roche, or Island of St. Pierre of Duclos, should not be

called N-ew Georgia.

The Elizabethides of Drake should retain that name.

The Pernicious Islands of Roggewin should not be called Cook's

and Palliaer's Islands.

M. Fleurieu then remarks the difficulty a man of science labours

under who attempts at innovation, however useful, yet trusts that the

necessity which must be universally felt by every geoprapher, of some

general reform ;
in order that the different nations who inhabit the

earth may mutually understand each other, and adopt an hydrographic

nomenclator for general use. He concludes in the following terms :

If, notwithstanding my endeavours, the Division and Nomenclator

which 1 propose should not be adopted, I shall think that they ought
not to be, and respeft thejudgment which rejects them : if, however,

in skimming the surface of the ocean, my eye should fix on Beering's

Strait, and I imagine that I behold the intrepid Cook under the

Northern Polar Circle, amid the horrors of darkness, surrounded by
mountains of ice, contending with a tempestuous sea, I avow it will

be painful to hear, and it will be with difficulty that I can allow, t^
was navigating peaceably in the Pacific Ocean.
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATE LXXVIII.

TROVER being a seaport of considerable notoriety, \ve
^~~^

with pleasure comply with the request of many of our

Subscribers, in presenting the annexed engraving to them.

THE town of Dover is one of the original Cinque Ports, and in

the infancy of our maritime power, was among the most considerable

sea ports in the kingdom, having seven churches, two only of which

now remain ; it was made a corporation by Edward the Confessor,

returns two members to Parliament, and has a maiket twice a week.

Of its consequence as one of the Cinque Ports, and the number of

ships fitted out for the public service, we have already treated in

another part of this work. Its principal source of wealth in peaceable

times, it is known, is from the influx of passengers passing to and from

the Continent ; the harbour has been much improved, and the sea-

faring part of its inhabitants are remarked for their intrepid exeruons

in going to the assistance of vessels in distress ; they are accused of

being exorbitant in their demands on these occasions, but when the

personal risk they run is considered, and the importance of the service

they render weighed, we think the reward ought to be great.

A small river runs through the town, and assists in keeping the

basin clear, but the principal objeft of attention is the Castle of

Dover, one of the most ancient fortifications in the kingdom. It

stands on a steep hill eastward of, and over-hanging the town, which

terminates in an almost perpendicular cliff of chalk, chequered with

stratas of flints, and- is the western extremity of the ridge which forms

the South Foreland. Lambard derives its name from the British

word dufisha, high, steep ; and Cambdcn approves this derivation.

In Dugdale's Monasticon is the following account of this fortress :

Forty years before the Christian jera Julius Csesar invaded

Britain, and shortly after this period a tower was creeled by the

Romans, where the tribute was paid, which still-remains.

In A. D. 72, Arvigarus, refusing to pay the tax, fortified the

castle of Dover, and resisted the Romans. In 180, King Lucieu

being converted to Christianity, built a chapel, and placed twenty-
four secular cannons in it, who remained 1 05 years, until the reign of

Withred, King of Kent, who removed them to St. Martin's chapel,
in the town of Dover ; this monarch is also said to have built walla

round the town to protect it from the insults of pirates. In 469.

King Arthur improved the castle, and added the hall which is called

after him. Camden, speaking of the castle, says, the people

VI. s
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it was built by Cccsar; Mr. Grose, a late celebrated antiquary, t!;in?<s

there cannot be a doubt, from the Koman bricks which form part of

the most ancient work, that they were built by that people. Camden

also mentions a number of great arrows shown as a miracle in his

time, and which he supposes were used by the Tungreans, who

were among the aid palatines which the Romans called to their assist-

ance during (he decline of their power ; he also mentions a brass table,

on which was written much the same account of the foundation as we

have given-

William the Conqueror marched hither soon after the battle of

Hastings ; the Governor, who made some show of resistance, was

beheaded, in order to deter the Commanders of other fortresses from

opposing the Normans. Shortly afterward, the men of Kent, aided

by Eustace of Boulogne, attempted to surprise it, but failed.

William made John de Fiennes Constable, and rendered that office

hereditary in his kirnily ;.
he gave him for the support of the garrison,

and maifiie'.iaiice, according to Lombard, fifty-six, Kilburn says, 126,

and the Sandwich manuscript 115 knights' fees in lands.

Fiennes appointed tight knights to aft as Lieutenants, who were

not only to contribute to the maintenance of 1000 men, and keep in

repair the towers, but to perform watch and ward, or personal service ;

these knights had, as a reward, part of the lands allotted to them in

proportion to their services ; the towers which they repaired are still

called by their names. + .
.

King John took the
cattle

into his own hands, giving a compensa-
tion to the farr.ily

of Fiennes. It should seem that Hubert de Burgh
was appointed Constable, for on the invasion of Lewis, after the

quarrel between the Barons and the King, we find this nobleman

defended the castle against the Dauphin of France, anno 1066, with

valour and success, and by his gallant conduct probably prevented the

kingdom from falling into the hands of the French ; it was during
this bisge that the track from the postern to the river was cut, which

has since been called the poit dyke.

In Henry the Third's reign, 1260, Hubert de Burgh, the Constable,

prevailed on th* King to change the personal service, for ten shillings

of land for every warder j this was called castle-ward, and applied to

the maintenance of sworn warders,

It continued thus until Henry the Eighth's time, when an a& of

Parliament was passed, enabling, that the owners of land holden of

the castle of Dover, who were bound to pay rent at the Castle of

P I i, should pay to the exchequer on" St. Simon and St. Jude's, or

\vifh i'i ten d-ys, or forfeit double, a::'l ; at any one bound to perform

repairs should continue so to do* The Constable received i6ol.
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quarterly, at Canterbury, from the King's receiver-genera!, for the

support cf himself and garrison, and had the coaticil over the Officers

Cjr.-.rinnders of castles and bulwarks in Kent.

In Henry the Third's reign, daring the wars between the King
and the Barons, it was kept by the latter, and the Prince of Wales,

afterwards Edward the First, was confined here. King Edward the

Third laid out 10,000!, on the repairs of this castle. It was also

repaired by CUieen Elizabeth, who applied part of the money voted in

the twenty third year of her reign for cleansing the harbour of Dover,

to this purpose.
In the civil war, during Charles the First's time, it was surprised

for the Parliament, by one Drake, of Dover
;
with the asbistauc^ of

ten townsmen, he ascended the hill, and scaled the walls, the guard
were turned out, and he held it with only twenty men until hv received

assistance from the Earl of Warwick, and from Canterbury.

In 1648, Sir Richard Hardrep attempted to recover it, anc
1

got

possession of the block-house, but failed. The castle has su'Ytred

considerably by the depredations of the prisoners, who were confined

here in former wars ; in 1772, 100 feet of the wall next the town,

fell down ; it has, however, latterly been kept in good order and

additional works construfted for its defence ; with the additional

ground, now occupied for batteries, &c. it covers thirty acres.

There are two subterraneous outlets, called barbicans, formerly ustd

as sally ports, during the siege sustained by Hubert d? Bui;h, con-

siderable supplies of men and provisions were thrown in by means

of these entrances. There were formerly several wells, two only

remain.

The castle was formerly independent of the county court or the

corporation of Dover, all crimes committed within his jurisdiction

being judged by the Governor; in the year 1403, during the reign

of Henry the Fourth, this clause was remedied by Parliament

Travellers were formerly shown the great arrows mentioned by
Camden, also cases of wine, grown thick as treacle by age, petrified

salt ;
also a brass gun twenty-two feet long, cast ';y Jar Tolhuys, of

Utrecht, 1 544, called Queen Elizabeth's pocket piece. A singular

custom was formerly observed here.

There is a small fragment of a building, supposed to have been a

watch-tower, now called Bridenstone, or the Devil's Drop
r
i o this

place every new Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports came and took his

oath of office ; this fragment stands on a hill opposite the castle, the

town lying in the valley between.

The mote or bulwark was built by Henry the Eighth, 1539, it

stands on the beach close under the cliff, beneath the southern end of

the west wall, it was formerly called the mote-bulwark ; it is difficult
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to conceive whence tin's name originated, as no mote ever was round

it ; although dependent on the castle it has Its peculiar officers. In

Peck's Desideiata Curiosa, it is mentioned under the article of Queen
Elizabeth's Expence Civil and Military, and one Captain Parker is

styltd Captain in 1584.
The harbour is made by a gap in the cliffr, which are of a sublime

height, and are thus admirably described by SHAKESPEARE:

Here's the place : stand still. How fearful

And dizzy 'tis to cast one's eyes so low !

The crows, and choughs, that wing the midway air,

Show scarce so gross as beetles : half way down

Hangs one that gathers samphire ;
dreadful trade !

Methinks, he seems no bigger than his headj
The fishermen, that walk upon the beach,

Appear like mice j
and yon tall anchoring bark,

Diminished to her cockj her cock, a buoy,
Almost too small for sight. The murmuring surge.
That on the unnumber'd idle pebbles chafes,

Cannot be heard so high : I'll look no more,
Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight

Topple down headlong.

Longitude i. 23. E. latitude $r. 8. N.

MR. EDITOR,

I TRANSMIT you some lines, written after the celebrated battle

off Copenhagen, which you will oblige me by inserting in the NAVAL
CHRONICLE. They were written with a view of paying a small tribute

of admiration to the heroes of that engagement.

Your's, H.

ARMED NEUTRALITY.
GAIN Britannia's cannon loudly roar,

Heralds of joy within her peaceful shore !

Again new trophies grace her naval car,

And vie with all the glories of the war.

Her active sons had now two seasons lost,

Off Tcxcl, Brest, in storms and tempests tost.

Since Frenchmen found, in sad Abouklr Bay,
Their taftics vain to acl, and bear away,
Toulon's last squadron gone. The fleets of Spain
And France, like prison-ships, in Brest remain :

There try manoeuvres (such the Consul's whim),
And learn to fight, as boys on land to swim,
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Yet still forbid by his paternal care

To tempt our angry waves, and fiercer war ;

Top-gallant-yards across in port they ride,

More hostile projeifls soothe their master's pride.
" Half Europe arm'd," the Corsic Hero cries,

" And all my threats this haughty Isle defies ;

ft Commerce supports her empire-giving fleet,

" Let Commerce perish, and her Navy's beat ;

"
Revenge points out, and Envy whets the dart,

" Another league to strike her to the heart.

*' To aid the great design, propitious Fate
" Has sent us Paul to sway the Russian state j

* Duroc, 'tis thine to gain his fickle ear,

"
Intrigue, bribe, promise, and success is clear ;

" To prove our friendship, as the offer's cheap,
" I'll give him Malta (which I cannot keep).
'* His satellites attend, the Swede and Dane,
" Their higher planet Paul, if him we gain ;

" So shall proud Britain fly each hostile shore,
" And Europe see her fall to rise no more.
* Go, bold Duroc, the mission proves thy worth."

Duroc and Discord flew to inflame the North,

Too well they sped mark Paul's envenom'd mind :

Our ships embargo'd, and their crews confin'd
;

New treaties form'd, our dearest rights invade,

And not a harbour open to our trade.

Thus gather'd fast the storm of frightful hue,

Black, and more black, the Northern aspect grew ;

But undismay'd Britannia's Senate stood,

Her bold State pilots knew their country's good ;

High nail'd aloft, the Nation's top-mast boie,

Freedom of Search her flag, and right of yore ;

The sacred claim to urge, her seamen glow,
In spite of envy, or the world her foe.

.Spring scarce had dawn'd, and scarce the Baltic lost

Its sure defence, impenetrable frost,

Ere British vengeance bade her sons decide,

The mark'd Neutrality of hostile pride.

Genius of Britain! on that awful day,
When fresh'ning breezes bore thy fleet away,
Did no sad presage chili the S ation's heart,

Or apprehension timid doubts impart ?
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Ah ! no, what breast could feel or cherish fear ?

When NELSON hoists his flag,
a triumph's near.

The fleet cast anchor first on Danish ground,

Where Cronberg marks the entrance of the Sound ;

Where vessels pay their tributary dues,

Britons again will pay them, if they clmse.

All hope of treaty fail'd, as heie they lay,

And Denmark first provok'd the bloody fi ay.

The many obstacles against a foe

That art and Nature raise, or tactics kr .,-,

Ships, gallies, hulks, radeaus, shoal rx.nks of sand,

Pontoons, brigs, gun-boats, batteries on land,

Her strong defence combin'd, so firm and sure,

The Northern Hydra saw , and felt secure ;

Beacons destroy'd, and broken land-marks lay,

And not a light-house shed its cheering ray.

At length the Sound is pass'd, the Dane in sight,

But toil and peril still precede the fight,

The boats are mann'd, and British seamen feel,

Whatever duty calls, an equal zeal,

With lab'ring oars, in dead of night they row,

Heaving the lead, regardless of the foe,

They buoy the channel, and at break of day
Return to point the complicated way.
That Sun, for ever great in Time's career,

Now rose to set on many a hero's bier ;

The battle signal flew, and soon the van,

By MURRAY led, the bloody fight began,
That post of honour who so well could claim

As MURRAY ? jealous of his country's fame,

Who left his nobler ship and Channel ease,

To seek a bolder foe in polar seas ;

The gallant Ardent, next the Edgar, bore

Along the hostile line, and adverse shore,

Again to glory now by BERTIE ltd,

She adds again her tribute to tht dead ;

Go, join your BURGESS *> spirits of the Brave !

Where Virtue calls to realms beyond the grave.
BLIGH'S pendant next on board the Glativn flew

(Herself a squadron, TROLLOP t, fought by you),

Captain Burgess, of the Ardent, killed in Lord Duncan's aftion.

f Vide Captain Trollop's adion with a French squadron.
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WALKER'S the fsis
*

bears, dear honourM name,
Not more for classic, than for naval fame ;

But FAN COURT'S grief what man, what Muse can say ?

When the curs'd shallows stopp'd his onward way,
Condemn'd inactive to drop anchor there,

And view the dangers which he cannot share,

Not Virgil's sea nymph frigates could express,

Old Agamemnon, thy severe distress ;

Scene of great NELSON'S glory, long to see

Thy Hero fight unseconded by thee.

Brave THOMPSON, next the Admiral a-head,

His station sought in vain, and onward led,

Yet still, tho' grounded on the shoals he lay,

In gurt shot reach, he shar'd the bloody fray :

How much he shar'd his wounds have prov'd too well,

How much belov'd, a nation's sorrows tell.

Thro' all the line the battle now had spread,

Smoke, thunder, flames, the dying, and the dead;
That fore-top-gallant flag directs the fight,

Now proudly seen, now hid in thickest night.

FOLEY, that flag thy E'ephant displays,

Thyself immortaliz'd by NELSON'S praise ;

In vain the Muse would swell that Hero's fame,
All Europe knows and trembles at his name.

Second astern the Ganges' vengeance flew,

Launch'd by FREEMANTLE and his gallant crew.

The Monarch
{

next a fight unequal bore,

Assail'd by raking fire from ships and shore,

(Long had her fame in naval glory shone,

And thrice Batavian colours grac'd her own) ;

Those colours now, alas ! half-hoisted high,

Mourn for brave MOSSB, whose name shall never die.

Nor less expos'd, the flag of valiant GRATES,
Defiance carried thro* the angry waves ;

Undaunted RETALICK supports his chief,

To crush the foe, and give their friends relief;

For now the battle rag'd with double heat,

And Britain almost saw for once defeat ;
-

'

>
, .

'

t 4CLAJ* -'k! ' 'V-'*-7 *
* The Isis has been much distinguished hi the East Indies, and other

(tations.

t Three Dutch flags have been struck to the Monarch : at St. EustatiaJast

war, at the Cape of Good Hope, in the present, and in Lori Duncan's adioo.
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The weak'ned line had also GUMMING lost,

The Russel grounding as the shoals she crost,

While rapid currents, and the sinking tide,

Menac'd the rest, and spread the danger wide.

Eager, tho' last, to aid the great design,

L.AWFORD brought up the harass'd rear and line.

Now Denmark's bravest sons yield up their breath*

And Britons fall, invincible in death.

" O spare yon vi&im, 'midst this sea of blood,
f{ Let Riou live, the gallant, and the good;
" Stern Fate ! preserve a widow's only care."

Vain are his country's hopes, and mother's prayer:

To lend the weak'ned line his aid, he flies

Where tenfold dangers meet, and greatly dies.

Then was the mighty soul of NELSON prov'd,

That in the shock of clashing fleets unmov'd,

Amidst confusion, horror, and despair,

Examin'd all the dreadful scenes of war ;

Saw here his fortune smile, there dangers press,

Surmounted all with exquisite address,

And caught the happy moment of success.

O'er Danish ensigns British colours rise,

And scarce a ship the wide destruction flies,

Hush'd is the battle's strife thro' all the shore,

And Arm'd Neutrality exists no more.

So burst the clouds big with the awful fate,

Of Britain's naval empire and her state,

Dispell'd by courage, chas'd by arms away

They bid her glory shine in brighter day.

-nu ,

gers press, "}

Iaccess. J

THE MISTAKE,
FROM W. TAYLOR.

A CANNON-ball, one bloody day,
*J- Took a poor sailor's leg away ;

And, as on his comrade's back he made off,

Another fairly took his head off.

The fellow, on this odd emergence,
Carried him pick-back to the surgeons ;

Z ds. cried the Doctor, are you drunk,

To bring me here a headless trunk ?

A lying dog ! cries Jack he said,

His leg was off, and not his head.
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, DEC. 5.

Copy ofa letterfrom Rear-Admiral Sir John Bvrlase Warrzn, Bart, and K.B,

to L-'jan Nfpeaa, Esq. dated at Port Mabon, i^th October.

SIR,
HAVE inclosed to you the copy of a letter relative to the trans-

actions that have taken pJace at Porto Ferrajo, which I request ysu
will be pleased to lay before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty*
I have the honour to remain, &c. &c.

JOHN BORLASE WARREN.
SIR, Porto Ferrajo, Oct. n.

In my letter of yesterday I had the honour to report to yon, that

the enemy had shown lately some disposition to advance and take

ground nearer our works, and this morning I found they had thrown.

up an intrenchment of earth and gabions upon a peninsula or tongue
of land within two hundred yards of our works. I immediately deter-

mined to destroy the work, and dislodge them before they could have
time to strengthen or bring any guns upon it : I appointed Ds Bercy's

corps for this service, with a party of peasants to destroy the work, and
the Maltese corps, under Major Weir, to support and cover them.
About eleven o'clock they crossed the ditch, drove the enemy from
the ground, and destroyed the work. The enemy mada two or three

attempts to advance in force, but were completely kept in check by
our grape-shot from the batteries, vvkich were admirably well served j

their batteries kept up a very heavy fire of round and grape-shot, which
did us very little harm. The business being completed, the troops
returned into the works, having suffered inconsiderably in numbers ;

though we have to lament one Omcer killed and three wounded. I

was a good deal inclined to have kept possession of the ground, but

upon consideration of the weakness of our force, I thought it scarcely
tenable so close to the enemy's works, more especially as we were
advised this morning of their having got a reinforcement of two
hundred men from Piombino two or three nights ago. I flatter myself,
however* they are equally convinced of their inability to keep a post
eo near us. The enemy admit between sixty and. seventy killed and
wounded, and three Officers ; and, from what we could see ourselves,
I am persuaded they are within the mark in this calculation. I sub-

join a list of killed and wounded, and missing. I am, &c.
GEO. AIREV.

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, at Porto Ferrajo, Oftober 1 1.

Maltese. One Officer, killed
j
seven non-cptnmissined Officers and

privates, wounded.
De Bercy's corps. One Officer, three non-commissioned Officers and

privates, killed ; two O.ficers, five non-commissioned Officers and

privates, wounded
;
one non commissioned officer, or private, missing.

Artillery and Marines. One killed
j

three wounded.
Peasants. One killed.

Total. Six killed
; eighteen wounded

;
one missing*

Names of Officers killed and wounded.
"^

Maltese Corps. Ensign Eartoli, wounded.
De Bercy^s Corps. Ensign De Launois, killed

} Captains Marson and
Earbain, wounded.

(Signed)

'

Giro. AIREY.
Wol VI. 3 T
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, DEC. 19.

Copy of a letter from Lieutenant tFooidridge, commanding the Pasley hirtJ

brig, to E-uan N^pea/i, Lsg. dated at Gibraltar, the $ut of October.

SIR,

I beg leave to inclose, for their Lordships' information, the copy of
a letter to my L >rd Keith, giving an account of an action and capture
of a Spanish privateer ship by his Majesty's brig under my command ;

and have the honour of being, Sir, &c.
W. WOOLDRIDGE.

MY LORD, His Majesty's armed brig, Pasl:y, Gibraltar.

I ku-e the honour of informing you, that, in execution of your
orders, on Wednesday the s$th instant, Cape de Gat bearing W. N. W.
twenty leagues, I fell in with a polacca ship, who immediately gave
chase, and, from her being to windward, we very soon neared each

other and commenced the aflion, which continued for an hour, when,
finding- her guns much too heavy, and the gaffs, most oF the stays and
main rigging shot away, the only alternative was to lie her on board,
which was done by running across her hawse, and lashing her bowsprit
to the cap.

; tern : the contest now became severe; but, from th- in*

trepidity of the Pasley's ship's company, notwithstanding the. very
great superiority of numbers on board the enemy, she was carried in

about a quarter of an hour, and proved the Spanish ship privateer El

Virgine del Rosario, pierced for twenty guns, but only ton mounted,
\\L. two long twenty-four pounders, and eight long twelves, with a

complement of ninety-four men, belonging to Malaga, on a cruise,
out twenty days, but had taken nothing.

I beg to inclose a list of the killed and wounded ;
and am, &c.

Lord Keith, K. B. &c. W. WOOLDRIDGE.
Officers and seamen killed on board the Pasley.

Mr. James Pooke, gunner ; two seamen.

Officers and men wounded.

Lieutenant W. Wooldridge, Commander, shot through the left

shoulder ; Mr. Ambrose Lions, Master, wounded dangerously in the
head

;
Mr. George Davie, First Mate, shot through the thigh j five

seamen.

Officers and seamen killed and wounded on board the Enemy.
First and Second Captain, Second Lieutenant, two Prize-masters,

the Gunner, and fifteen seamen, killed
;
thirteen Officers and seamen

wounded.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, DEC. 22.

Cofy ofa letter from the Right Hon. Lord Keith, K. B. Commander in Chiefof
his Majestys ships and vessels in the Mediterranean, to Evan Nepean,
Esq. Anted at sea, tbe i^th of September.

SIR,

It is with
great concern that I acquaint you, for the information of

their Lordships, of the capture of his Majesty's ship the Swiftsure,

by Gantheaume's squadron, on his return to France, after his unsuc-
cessful attempt to debark tronps on the coast of Egypt. I enclose a

copy or Captain Hallov/eH's communication of that unfortunate event j

and have the honour to be, Sir, &c. KEITH.
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MY" LORD, On board I?Indivisible, in 'Toulon Road, July 24, 1801.

It is with infinite concern I have to inform your Lordship of the

capture of his Majesty's late ship tmir'tsure, by a squadron of French
ships under the command of Rear'-Admiral Gnntheuume. Having
separated from my convoy, consisting; of cartels and light transports,
on the aid ult. I was making the best of my way to Malti, when, on the

morning of the 24th, at half past three, the wind at N. W. Cape
Derne bearing S. W. distant about seven leagues, we discovered five

sail to leeward of us nearly hull down. As Lieutenant Sheppard, of
the Pigmy cutter, had informed me on the i9th, that an enemy's
squadron had quitted Durasso on the 7th, where they had attempted
to land their troops, I concluded the ships in sight were those of
which he had given me intelligence, and made all the sail possible to

get from them : at sun rise my suspicious were realized
;
we cleurly

distinguished four of them to be of the line, the other a large frigate,
and their signal-flags soon pointed them cut to be enemies. At haif

past five, two of the line of battle ships tacked, by signal, and stood
on till they fetched into our wake, while the other two and the frigate
stood upon the same tac'k with us. At eight o'clock the two ships
and frigate having fore-reached considerably on us, tacked and stood
towards us until they got on our lee-quarter, when they tacked again.
From their great superiority of sailing they closed with us so fast as

to be nearly within gun-shot by two P. M. and as the ships astern -

were coining up very fast, I determined on bearing down and en-

gaging the two ships and frigate to leeward, hoping to disable one of
them before the whole squadron could be brought into action, and

thereby effect our escape by getting to leeward of them. At three
o'clock I bore up, and steered to pass astern of the sternmost ship,
all our steering sails set on the stai hoard side, when the enemy tacked
and stood towards us. At half past three the Indivisible, of 80 guns,
bearing Rear-Admiral Gantheaume's flag, and the Dix Aout, of 74
guns, being in close order, and within half gun shot of us, opened
their fire, which was instantly answered, and a warm action ensued.
Their great superio"ity in point of sailing gave them every advantage
of position, and brvfHed all our attempts to get to leeward of them. At
thirty-seven minutes past four, the Jean Bart and Constitution, of 74
guns, being within gun-shot, and closing upon our starboard quarter
very fast, the In, !i visible almost on board of us on cur larboard bow,
and the Dix Aout on our larboard quarter, our fore-yard and fore top-

sail-yard shot away, all our running and past of our standing rigging
cut to pieces, the fore-mast, mizsn-nust, and main yard badly wounded,
our deck lumbered with the wreck and sails, ail hopes of making our

escape or falling in with any succour being cue orf, and only one of
the enemy's ships apparently much damaged, I thought farther resist-

ance, in our crippled state, would be exposing the lives of valuable

men, without any advantage to their country resulting from it
;
with

pain, therefore, I ordered his Majesty's colours to be struck, after an
action of one hour and seven minutes. Most sincerely, my Lord, do I

lament our having been opposed to so very superior a force, as, from
the steady and gallant conduct of the Officers and men I had the

honour to command en this occasion, and with whom I had betn

acting nearly four years on various services, I have not a doubt of
what would have been the issue of a contest on more equal terms.

Our Joss has been principally in masts, yards, sails, and rigging, having
only two men killed, Lieutenant Davis, and seven men wounded

(two of whora are since dead of their wounds), the enemy's intention
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being to disable us in our rigging, in which they succeeded too well.

At the commencement of this unequal contest, we were eighty-six
men short of our complement, and had fifty-nine sick, those who re-

turned from the army before Alexandria having introduced a had fever

into the ship. Four hundred men were put on board the Swittsure

on the evening of her capture, many of the prisoners removed, and

the ship in so crippled a state as to render it necessary to take her in,

tow
;
the next day carpenters and seamen from all the ships were sent

on hoard to repair her damages, and soldiers to complete her number
to 7005 and, with all their exertions, and the advantage of smooth

water, it was six days before they were able to make sail. On the 4th
of July, between Lampidosa and Pantahria, they fell in with and

captured the Mohawk letter of marque, from Bristol to Malta, laden,

with various articles of merchandize
; on the zzd they anchored in

this road, in general very sickly, without- having landed any part of

their troops on the coast of Egypt or Barbary, although they at-

. tempted a debarkation at Derne, on the 23d ult. but, from the hostile

appearance and reception of the natives, they did not persevere, and

returned to their ships without landing a single person. I feel it a

duty I owe to Admiral Gantheaume, to mention to your Lordship
the handsome manner in which we have all been treated hy the Ofikers.

of his squadron, and by hira in particular; the striclest orders have

been issued to preserve the property of every Individual, and he has,

done every thing in his power to render the situation of the Officers

and men as comfortable as possible, I have the honour' to be, my
Lord, &c.

(Signed) BEN. HALLOWELL,
lord Keith, K.B. &c.

'MONTHLY REGISTER
OF

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS FOR DECEMBER,

IT
seems to be a subjeft of universal astonishment that the pleuiu

potentiaries are not yet assembled at Amiens, and inteicbttd

individuals have endeavoured to excite general apprehension, relative

to the success of the present important negotiation.
That the public mind should be agitattd and anxious for the com-

pletion of so desirable an event as th<? return of Peace, is not to be
wondered at

;
there is no situation that evinces the uauaai impatients

of man so much as a state of expectation ; a little reije^ion, ami a retro-

spect to the proceedings on similar occasions, would-, we think, calm
these fears; we profess ourselyes to be of the number who are neither

surprised at the signature of the Treaty being deferred, nor doubtful
of the previous articles being ultimately confirmed. The delay of f he-

Spanish Minister seems to be soiely the occasion of these alarms, and
this we think is easily to be accounted for.

By the Preliminary Treaty the interests of Spain were undoubtedly
sacrificed. The cession of a valuable, island, the establishment of the
first Maritime Power in the world, at the very door of htr rich con-
tinental possessions in South America, must have occasioned uncom-
mon terror in the Cabinet of Madrid

j
nor is the clandestine intercourse
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that will undoubtedly take place between Trinidad and the Spanish
Transatlantic dominions, among the le3t ct' the evils dreaded at the

Escural, from the proximity of a:\ riv/'.i-jl] colony. Under these cir-

cumstances, and conscious of its iuabiiity to resist, it was natural for

the Spanish Ministers to temporize, and use every endeavour to defer

the completion of a Treaty which threatened to be so fatal to the

national prosperity. It is probable tempting offers will be made by
Spain to the French Government ;

it is even possible that the latter

may endeavour to make more favourable ter.ns for her ally $ but we
think they will not venture on a renewal of hostilities.

A confirmation of the Peace is at this time undoubtedly the interest

of Fiance, and we therefore believe it ro be her inclination, and aro

convinced, that a continuance of the temperate firmness hitherto

observed by his Majesty's Ministers, will finally induce the Chief
Consul to fulfil his engagements.
The departure of the Brest fleet for St. Domingo does not carry with

it, in oar opinion, any just ground for uneasiness
; the. avowed object

of its destination is of as much or moie importance to the interests of
this country, as it is to those of our late opponent ; doubtless, it

would be imprudent to suffer so lurge an armament to rendezvous in

the neighbourhood of our valuable colonies, without attending to its

motions, and having a force at hand adequate to check them, should

they betray any sinister intentions; such a force, we are convinced,
will arrive in the West Indies, probably before the French fleet makes
its appearance j the turbulence of a few misguided men may have

delayed the sailing of one squadron, but we think, without hazarding
much, we may venture to predicl, that other squadrons have been
ordered from distant quarters, whose arrival will place our Islands ia

a state of security.

SAINT HELENA.
THE Government of the Island of aint Helena have established a

Signal Post, of much importance, on the summitof Ladder Hiil, for the

purcose of affording intelligence. When an alarm is
- made of a Meet

of ships being in sight, this station becomes of consequence. From
the conveniency of the fituation whereon the post is erecfed, and the

command it possesses of the windward side of the island, the people
refiding in the valley and other parts of the settlement are informed of
the exaft number of ships, as they appear in sight from the extremity of
the horizon. For this purpose the post is credited in the form of a

cross, from the arms ct" which the persons appointed to look out,

suspend large balls of the fize of a bomb shell
; for instance, a imgle

ship is described by a single ball, and so on for as many more as may
be seen to approach the island. In former times, when Governor
fckottowe resided at St. Helena, a flag used to be hoisted about Ji.ilf

way up the rock, called by the natives the "
Half-way House," which

merely denoted a ship or fleet fleering for tne island, u itiiout expressing
the number. As soon as a vessel CbiVs anchor in the b,;y, she salutes

the fort with nine guns, which is immediately returned ; bur if one of
his Majesty's ships casts anchor, the fort salutes first, which is an inva-
riable etiquette in the service. A battery is creeled on purpose for

salutes, on a platform, before the front of the Governor's Castle, called
the Mount, facing the main line, which consists of twenty-one nine or
twelve pounders. The guns on the line are never discharged but on the

days of exercise. This excellent fortification contains very heavy
pieces of ordnance, being thirty-two pounders, in the face of the.bay.
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CHINA FLEET.

Dec. 3. Advice was received at the East Indh House of the safe

arrival in the Downs of the Honourable Company's homeward-bound
fleet from China, consisting of the following ships, under ro-ivcy of his

sty's ships Beliiqueux, Captain Bnlceel, and Adamant, Captain
Hotham, viz. the Bombay Castle, Captain John Hamilton

;
Dorset-

shire, Captain John Ramsden
; Coutts, Captain Robert Torin

;
Bi-i-

tannia, Captain Thomas-Barrow ; Hugh Ingiis, Captain William Fair-

fax ; Exeter, Captain Henry Meriton
j
and Neptune, Captain Natha-

niel Spens j
the two latter ships separated in the Chops of the Channel,

in a gale of wind on Sunday last. This valuable fleet sailed from
Macao on the nj-th day of May Lift, arrived at the Island of St. Helena
the beginning of Oilober, arid sailed from thence on the nth follow-

ing: Several other ships, amounting in t'.e whole to seventeen sail,

are in company with the Aurora and Fiirt, whalers; the others are

supposed to be ships loaded with rice. There were no -:Hrs left at

St. Helena.
The following are the only shins now remaining to arrive of the

season of iSoo, viz. the Melville Castle, Captain John Lambe
; the

Travers, Captain '1 homas Sanders; and the Skelton Castle, Captain
Matthew Isacke, from Bengal ;

with the Rockinghnm, Captain Tho-
mas Butler, from Madras and Bengal. The Ganges, Cuptain Alexan-
der Gray, is the only ship remaining to arrive from China, of the above
season.

sX^X*-^"

The following is an extract of a letter from Commodore Dale, who
commands the small American squadron lately sent by the United
States into the Mediterranean :

" I am happy to inform you, that Mr.
Sterret, in the schooner Enterprise, of 12 guns and 90 men, fell in with
one of the Tripoiine cruise: s off this isknd (Malta). She mounted 14

guns and So men. He took her after an a&ion of three hours, kiiied

twenty of her men, and wounded thirty. Not a man hurt on board the

schooner. The Dey's cruisers have not taken any of our merchant
vessels as yet."

Mr. Balmborough, who was Master of the Royal George on the ist

of June, and who unfortunately lost his leg in that memorable action,
has lately had a large piece of iron extrailed from a part just above the

place of amputation. During several weeks previous to the above,
Mr. B. suffered extreme agony.

Dec. 24. Between three and four P. M. a duel took place in a field

near the Long Rooms, Plymouth, between 'Lieutenant Worth, of the

Beaulieu, and Mr. HemphiP, late Purser of that ship. Lieutenant the

Hon. Edward King was second to the former, and Mr. Price, Purser of
the Beaulieu, to the huttr. After exchanging a shot each, the seconds
interfered ; and it appearing th-ita misrepresentr.tion had been the occa-

sion of the meeting, the alfair was amicably settlt J.

SIR JAMES SAUMAREZ.
HAVING been favoured with the particulars of :he procession and

ceremony at Gibraltar, of investing fair J.-irots saunurez, Bart,

with the Order of the Bath, we are happy to have the opportunity of

inserting them, as a testimony of the nonouiabL rewards the Nation
is always ready t6 pay to the gallant and meritorious services of the

British Navy.
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The Royal Standard was hoisted at gun-firing in the morning of the

17th u!t. on the flag-staffs at Waterport and Europa. The whole of
the troops oif guard in the garrison were formed on the Great Parade,
under arms, with their colours, and two deep, exactly at twelve

o'clock. The troops marched by, to the right, to the Convent, from
whence they lined the streets, to the south part, and froiu the barrier

to the Grand P.iradi. They were formed in the street at a quarter
before one o'clock precisely. The following was the order of the

procession to the Convent:

Ensign Bruce, Town Adjutant.
Music, 5th Regiment.

One hundred Seamen with Warrant Officers.

Town Major and Garrison Quarter Master.

Judge Advocate and Chaplain.
Mr. Ross, Ordnance Store Keeper, and Mr. Pownal Naval Officer}
Mr. Sweetland, Commissary, and Mr. Catforth, Agent Victualler.

Dr. Pym and Dr. Werr,
Rev. Mr. Frome, and the C:iaplain of the Cassar.

First Division of Officers of the Squadron,
(youngest first.)

First Division of Captains in the Royal Navy and Field Officers,

(youngest first.)

M*jor Be] lew, and Major Geraghty ;

Lieut. Colonel Leyborne, and Lieut. Colonel Basset ;

Lieut. Colonel Bal'ingal, and Capt. Oliver
j

Sir Francis Laforey, Bart, and Sir Thomas Williams ;

Capt. Taylor, and Capt. Vashon.

Music, Banffshire Band.
Mr. Raleigh.

The Commissioner's Secretary, bearing a crimson velvet cushion,
with the Commission.

The Governor's Aid- de-Camps.
The Governor, as the King's Commissioner.

The Secretary to Sir James Saumarez, hearing on a velvet cushion
the Insignia of the Order of the Bath.

Capt. Linzee, and Capt. Brenton, Esqrs.
Sir JAMES SAUMAREZ, Bart, the Knight elect,

supported by
Major- Generals Stewart and Barnett.

B. Major and Aid-de Camps to the Major-Generals.
Second Division of Captains in the Royal Navy and Field Officers,

(eldest first.)

Capt. Darby, and Capt. Bertie ;

Sir R. Barlow, and Right Hon. Lord H. Paulet }

Capt Page, and Capt. Crispo;
Capt. Thompson, and Capt. Cartier ;

Lieut. Colonel Grant, Lieut. Colonel Zouch, and Major Bury.
Music, Cambrians.

Second Division of Staff.

Capt. Mouat, and Mr. Wooden :

Mr. Consul Budd, and Mr. F Raleigh j

Lieut. Crawford, and Mr. Stones
;

Dr. White, and Dr. Vaughan 5

Mr.Keys, and Mr. J. Bolton.

Mr. Edward Boltou, and Mr. Thomas Bolton.

Music, Aigyleshire.
One hundred Marines, commanded by a Captain.
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Second Division of the Officers of the Squadron,
(eldest first.)

Drums and Fifes.

The Grenadiers.

The regiments and corps presented arms, and the officers saluted

the King's Commissioner as he came on the right of each corps suc-

cessively.
The colours also saluted while the drums beat a march.

The Grenadiers having passed the Royal M. Artificers, the latter

formed into two lines four deep, and marched in column in their rear.

The .sth Regiment fell in likewise, and marched in the rear of the

Royal M. Artificers, with the rest of the corps in succession, toths

Grand Parade, where they formed a semicircle, having the throne

in the centre. The diameter was occupied by the Seamen, Royal Ar-

tillery, Grenadiers, and Marines.

The procession having arrived in the centre of the Parade, it pro-
ceeded towards the Royal Pavilion, while the seamen marched to the

right flan!; of the Diameter, and the Marines to the left, having the

guns to the left and ri?ht of the Seamen and Marines, and the Gre'na-

uiers on theright and left of the Pavilion.

The inusic'played
" See the Conquering Hero comes '." until the

procession arrived opposite the Pavilion, when they played
" Rule

Britannia !" The Knight being seated, the Music played
" God save

the Kir.!"
THE CEREMONY.

A Chiiir of State was raised on three fteps, covered with crimson

velvet, mi.! uit.i rich gold Jace over the chair, and a canopy and floor-

cloth of th; snme, richly embroidered with gold. Before this chr.ir,

but on the rL,ut and left sides, two other chairs were placed, covered
and embellishfd in the same manner. Over these were two banners
with the arms of the Commissioner on theright, and of the Knight
elect on th; it ft chair. The firft division of the procession having
drawn up on the right, the King's Commissioner, the Knight elecl,

the Gentn'.l Officers and their Suite facing to the King's State, and
the rear division h.Jcing and drawing up on the left side of the

front of the Pavilion, the whole made three reverences- to the King's
State, whiie the music played. The ensigns of the Order and the

Commission were laid upon the table before the Sovereign's State
; at

this time General O'Hara and Sir James Saumarez sat down in their

respective chairs, the music playing
" God save the King.'" The

General Officers and suite divided, and fell back on each side, leaving
the front open to the King's chair. After a short pause, General
O'Hara standing up, and Sir James Saumarez also rising from his chair,

they both advanced before the table, turned round, and made three

reverences to the King's State. General O'Hara then directed his

Secretary to read the King's Commission. This being dofle, Sir James
Saumarez's Secretary presented a Ribbon to General O'Hara, with
which he invested Sir James Saumarez, whom he addressed as follows :

" SIR JAMES SAUMAREZ, It is most gratifying to me, that, in obej'ing his

Majesty's commands, I perform this highly honourable duty so near the scene of

yout heroic achievements, and hefore troops who were witnesses of your distin-

guished conduct and eminent valour."

Sir James replied in a short complimentary speech suitable to the
occasion .

Immediately after, the grenadiers fired a volley, followed by a salute
of one round frontlie field-pieces, as the signal for a salute which fol-
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lowed from the sea-line walls, f 63 guns, viz. at guns from the Saluting

Battery, 21 from the South Bastion, and zi from Jumper's Battery and
those to the Southward. During this salute the troops filed off from
the Parade. After the above salute, the Commissioner and Sir James
Saumarez arose, walked to the front of the pavilion, and made three

reverences to the King's State, when the procession returned to the

Convent.
The number and martial appearance of the troops, the number of

spectators of both sexes, and of all nations and countries, who crowued
the surrounding heights and the lower part of the mountain that look

over the sands, 'the grand and awful sound of the cannon from our bat-

teries and from the shipping in the bay ; the presence of those brave

seamen and marines so worthy of the gallant Chief under whose com-
mand they fought ; but, above all, the proximity of Algesiras and the

Straits, and the train of ideas awakened by the sight of those places
where the new Knight had, but a fewmonths before, entitled himself to

the honourable tokens of gratitude now bestowed by his King and

Country, contributed to render the scene one of the most awful, im-

pressive, and affecting, that man could possibly ever behold.
Of the Knight himself, nothing more may be said than
" Dans les murs, hors des murs, tout park de sa glorie." CORNEJILE.
" Within and without the walls, all speak of his glory."

SIR SIDNEY SMITH.
THE Corporation of London, anxious to exhibit a proof of their

admiration of the gallant achievements of Sir SIDNEY SMITH, at the

siege of Acre, resolved to bestow upon him the freedom of their

antient city, and to accompany it with the present of a valuable sword ;

on the yth inst. the naval hero attended at Guildhall, in order to be
invested with the civic privileges of which he had been deemed worthy,
and to receive the symbol of valour he hsd so justly merited.

The Lord Mayor, the Chamberlain, and several of the Aldermen
were ready to receive him. He made his appearance between one and

'two, and was ufhered into the Chamberlain's Office. The Lord Mayor
received him with the utmost courtesy, and introduced him to Mr.

James Dixon, the gentleman who had done himself the honour of

voting the thanks of the Court of Common Council in his favour.

The Chamberlain then addressed the distinguished officer in the

following terms:

Sir SIDNET SMITH I give you joy in the name of the Lord Mayor,
Aldermen, and Commons of the City of London, in Common Council assem-

bled, and present you the Thanks, of the Court, for your gallant and successful

defence of St. Jean d'Acre, against the desperate attack of the French Army
under the command of General Bonaparte : And, as a further testimony of the
sense the Court entertains of your great display of valour on that occasion, I

have the honour to present you with the Freedom of the City and tin's Svord
(> Sidney received the Stuord, and pressed it with fervour to hit

lift)',
I will not, fcir,

attempt a panegyric upon an action to which the 'first oratorical powers in the

most eloquent assemblies have been confessed unequal; but I cannot help
exulting on this happy occasion, at the vast acquisition national reputation
acquired by your conduct at the head of a handful of Britons, in repulsing him
who has been justly styled the Alexander of the day, surrounded by a host of

conquerors till then deemed invincible. By this splendid achievement you
frustrated the designs of the foe on our East Indian territories, prevented, the
overthrow of the Ottoman Power in Asia, the dowrifal -.of its Throne in

Europe, and prepared the way for that Treaty of Peace, whicn it is devoutly lo
be wished may long preserve the tranquillity of the universe and

U VI. u
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friendship and good will among all nations. It must be highly gratifying t

every lover of his Country that this event should have happened on the very

spot where a gallant English mnnarch formerly displayed such prodigies of

valour that a celebrated historian, recording his actions, struck with the

stupendous instances of prowess displayed by that heroic Prince, suddenly

exclaimed,
" Am I writing history or romance !'' Had, Sir, that historian

survived, to have witnessed what has recently happened at St. Jean d'Acre, he
would have exultingly resigned his doubts, and generously have confessed that

actions, no less extraordinary than those performed by the gallant Cceur dc

Lion, have been achieved by Sir Sidney Smith. [Tbii Speech -was follaictd by
universal acclamations ]

Sir SIDNEY SMITH thus replied :

SIR Unconscious that I should have been thought worthy of being addressed

by you onlhe part of the City of London in terms of such high and unqualified

approbation, I am but ill
prepared

for replying in a manner adequately to

express the sentiments with which I am impressed. My confidence would ba
lessened did I not feel t!iat I was surrounded by friends, who are dear to me,
and whose approbation I am proud to have received. It shall be the objecl of

my future life to merit the panegyric you have been pleased to pronounce in

my favour. For the Freedom of your City, with which you have honoured

me, I return you my sincere thanks, and shall implicitly conform to all the ob-

ligations annexed to it. Above all, I accept this sword as the most honourable
reward which could have been conferred on me. In peace it will be my
proudest ornament, and in war I trust I shall be ever ready to draw it in de-

fence of my country, and for the protection of the City of London. [Loud
tpp/ause.]

Sir Sidney Smith then took the usual civic oaths
;
and having made

9. liberal donation to the poor's box, departed amidst the acclamations
of the populace.

$atwl Courts impartial*

PORTSMOUTH, DEC. 15.

A COURT Martial was held on boird the Glacfiator, in this harbour,
to try Lieutenant JOSEPH MURRAY, of the Guildford prison-ship, for
the embezzlement of stores; also on Mr. WILLIAM BELL, Carpenter
of the Royal William, charged with the like e/Fence.

Rear-Admiral HOLLOWAY, President,

- After a full investigation of the charges, they were both acquitted.
ia. A Court-Martial was held on board the same ship for the trial of

Mr. WILLIAM METCALFE, Carpenter of the Resistance, for negleft ofduty
and contempt to his superior Officer. The charge being proved, he
was dismissed the service, and rendered incapable of serving as an
Officer again.

SHEERNESS, DEC. 6.
A Court-Martial has been held at this

port
on Lieutenant W. H.

INGRAM, of the hit, for having behaved, in various instances, in an
ungenttananlike manner to the Officers of the said ship ; when the

charges being partly proved, he was sentenced to be dismissed hi*

ship, and put at the bottom of the list of Lieutenants.

A Court Martial was also held on D. SPARROW, Serjeant of
Marines, of the Diligence, for embezzlement of marine clothing, and
ome of the mens' wages, with which he was intrusted

$
which being

proved, he was sentenced to be reduced to the ranks, to receive 100
ashes on his bare back, and to have the amount of the clothing and
wages deducted from his wages.
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14.. A Court-Martial was held on board his Majesty's frigate Waakxam-
)>eid, on PETER JONES and ROBERT THOMAS, seamen of his Majesty's
ship Belliqueujc, for having attempted to break into the magazine of the

said ship, and to blow her up ; when the charges were proved against
JONES; bat, being found insane, he was only adjudged to be confined
in such place as the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty shall direft ;

and the same not being proved against THOMAS, he was acquitted.

A Court-Martial was also held on Mr. JOHN LISK, Master of th

Daphne, for having behaved in a manner very unbecoming the character
of an Officer and a gentleman ; when the charges being proved, he was
sentenced to be dismissed his Majesty's service, and never to serve

therein again, in the capacity of an Officer.

Another Court-Martial was held on Lieutenant JEREMIAH LEA-
VER, commanding his Majesty's gun-brig Acute, for having em-
bezzled a part of his Majesty's stores entrusted to his charge, and

having wronged the crew of the said vessel of their provisions, as set

forth m a le tter from the crew of the said vessel j when the former

part of the charges not being proved, he was acquitted of them
;
but

the latter being proved in part, he was severely reprimanded by the
Court.

The Court-Martial for trying Captain B. HALLOWELL, of his Ma-
jesty's late ship Snuiftsure, was held on board his Majesty's ship Gene-

reux, at Mahon, on the i8th of August, 1801, for quitting his convoy,
put under his charge by Lord KEITH

5
and also for the loss of the ship,

when, after a minute investigation into all the circumstances, the
Court passed the following sentence on Captain HALLOWELL, and his

chip's company.
" The Court were of opinion, and it appeared to them, [from the narrative

of Captain HALLOWELL, supported by the best possible evidence to be obtained,
that the convoy, under Captain HALLOWEI.L'S charge, was of very little im-

portance in any point of view ; that his determination to leave the said convoy,
and joi Sir JOHN WARREN, was dictated by sound judgment and zeal for the

service of his King and Country ;
and the Court were farther of opinion, that

the loss of his Majesty's late ship Siviftture, was unavoidable, and that the con-

duel: of Captain HALLOWELL, his Officers, and ship's company, in defence of
the S-uiiftsure, was highly meritorious, and that Captain HALLOWELL displayed

great judgment in the mode he adopted, to avoid so superior a force, and equal-

gallantry in the execution of the plan so formed ; they did therefore adjudge,
that they be honourably acquitted, and they were honourably acquitted ac-

cordingly."

PLYMOUTH REPORT,
FROM NOVEMBER l6 TO DECEMBER *J.

Nov. 46. Wind N. W. Fair. Came in the Joseph cutter, Lieutenant

Laportiere, with dispatches from Malta, Minorca, and Gibraltar. She spoke
three weeks since, off Cadiz, Admiral Pole's squadron, all well. Came in the

Sirius, 36 .guns, Captain King, from a cruise.

27. Wind N. W. Fair. Yesterday a most unhappy accident happened on
board the Achillc, 84 guns, Captain Wallis, in Cawsand Bay. She was to be

paid wages previous to her sailing to join Admiral Mitchell's squadron in Bantry
Bay. As usual, several bum-boats were alongside with slopsellers, jew pedlars,
&c. &c. wishing to get on board. l.ieutcnantMudge, the Firft Lieutenant, had

frequently ordered them off the ship, fearing the seamen would get on shore bjr

their means, as she was under orders fof sailing. One of the seamen in a bum-
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boat alongside with some girls, was repeatedly ordered OB board ; but not

dire&ly complying with the order, Lieutenant Mudgc was so angry, that he

took the musquet from the marine centinel on the gang-way, asking him if it

was loaded. To which he answered, he did not know, he believed not.

Lieutenant Mudge then took a ball cartridge, twisted off the ball and threw it

away, and loaded with the powder, and tired at the boat with the seaman in it.

Unfortunately there was a bail cartridge in the musquet unknown to the centi- .

nel. The ball perforated through both cheeks of the seaman, carried away part
of the orbit of the nose, all the palace, and occasioned a protrusion of the right

eye. He was conveyed to the Royal Hospital, had his wounds dressed, though
with little hopes of recovery. Lieutenant Mudge is extremely distressed at the

unhappy accident ;
and was immediately sent on board the flag ship in

Hamoaze, to await (if the seaman should die) the issue of the Coroner's inquest.
Came in the Blanche, 32 guns, from a cruise.

27- Wind N W. Fair. Sailed the Megaera fire-ship, Captain Newhouse,
foj Torbay. Also for Bantry Bay, the Achille, 84 guns, Captain Wallis ; and
for "I'orbay, the Audacious, 74 guns, Captain Peard. 1 his morning the seaman,

of the Achille, 84 guns, shot alongside her in Cawaand Bay, died la great ago-
nies at the Royal Hospital.

28. .Wind S. E. Rain. No arrivals or departures. This morning a jury
sat on the body of the seaman of the Achille, 84 uns, shot by Lieutenant

Mudgc, before Mr. Whitford, Coroner for Devon, when, after sitting from ten

A. M. till seven P. M. and examining several witnesses on the unhappy acci~

dent, and after a laborious and patient investigation of the existing circum-

stances of the case, unanimously returned a verdict of Manslaughter against
Lieutenant Mudge ; of course, he will take his trial at the next Lxetcr assizes.

29. Wind N W. Great Fall of Snow. Sailed the -A.chil'e, 84 guns, Cap-
tain Wallis, to join the fleet in Bantry Bay, and the Audacious, 74 guns, Cap-
tain Peard, to join the fleet in 1 orbay. Mr. Whitford, Corcner, took an

inquest on the body of a seaman who had received some prize-money, got
extremely intoxicated, jumped ou: of window from a public-house in Dock, dis-

located his neck, and died instantly. VcrdiS, Accidental Dtatb through Jtitoxiea-

lion.

30. Wind S. W. Blows a Gale of Wind, with an heavy Sea. Last night
and this forenoon it blew a terrible hurricane ; the wind shifted from S. W. to

W. N. W. and increased with a heavy rolling sea. Fourteen sail of the New-
foundland fleet, which sailed three weeks since from St. John's, Newfoundland,
tinder convoy of the Aurora, Captain Cauifield (in all thirty-four sail;, put into

this port, not being able to weather the Start Point, and anchored under Withy
Hedge about seven A. M. The gale increased most violently, when four Kew-
fouudlanders parted their cables and anchors, and went plump ashore between
Mount fiatten Reef and the I.eek Beds,

Dee i. Wind W. N. W. Moderate. Mr. Whitford, Coroner for Devon,
took an inquest on the body of a teaman stowing the hold of a ship in Hamoaze,
who was killed with the fall of a pig of iron ballast, which fractured one of hit

shoulders and arms so much, tliBt he died at the Royal Hospital. Verdict,
Accidental Death. Also on a seaman found hanging ill a linhay at 6toke : ver-

d*ct, Lunacy ,

2. Wind Variable. No arrivals or departures.

3. Wind N. W. Cloudy, with Squalls. Rear-Admiral Dacres, second
Admiral of this port, re-hoisted his flag on board the frigate in Hamoaze.

4. Wind E. S. E. Rain. No arrivals or departures.

5. Wind S. E. Rain. Came in the Lapwing, 32 guns, Captain Rolheram,
from the coast of France. Just before the cessation of hostilities, in the Channel,
a very gallant affair happened. The Joseph cutter, of 14 guns and 50 men,
Lieuur.ant Percy, having a chasse maree prize in tow, ftll in with, off the
coast of France, two French cutters of 12 guns, two schooners of iz guns, and a

biig of 14 guns, which Lieutenant Percy gallantly fought for an hour and fifteen
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minutes, when they bore away, leaving him with his chasse maree prize, which
is arrived safe here.

6. Wind Variable, Fair. Letter* received this day from the Namur, 98
guns, Hon. Captain De Courcy, dated the a6th ult. state, that the fleet off

Beeihaven were all well, and that the following ships had been victualled for five

months, and were to sail soon witk sealed orders, viz. Temeraire, 98 guns ;

Windsor Castle, 98 guns; Resolution, 74 guns ; Vengeance, 74 guns ; Majes-
119, 74 guns ;

and Centaur, 74 guns. Their destination is supposed for Jamaica.

9. Wind S. S. W. with Rain, blows an Hurricane, with a great Sea. N
arrivals or departures.

10. Wind W. Fair. No arrivals or departures.

11. Wind N. W. Fair. No arrivals.

ia. Wind N. E. Deep Snow. Letters received from Gibraltar, dated

November z6, state, that the Admiral Pasley armed brig; of 16 guns,
and 90 men, Lieutenant W. Wooldridge, had fallen in with, in the Straits, a

Spanish felucca polacre, of 21 guns and 1 60 men; and, after a most spirited
and well-fought action of two hours, the xebeque struck to the superior skill

and management of Lieutenant Wooldridge, who is, however, unfortunately
wounded in the shoulder, though in a fair way of recovery. The Master, Mr.

Lyon of Plymouth), died of his wounds in carrying to the hospital. The
Carpenter, Gunrter, and two men, died of their wounds ; and seven more badly
wounded. v See Gazette Letters, page 502.)

13. Wind N. Fall of Snow, Hard Frost. No arrivals.

^4. Wind N. N. E. Hard Frost. Sailed the Orion, 74 guns, Captain Rey-
nolds,- and Hyaena, 34. guns, Captain Granger, for Torbay. Came in the Fis-

gard, 48 guns, Captain Seymour, in forty eight hours from Bantry Bay, with

dispatches for the Admiralty. When th Fisjjard left Bantry Bay, the squadron
for the West Indies had not sailed.

15. Wind N. W. Fair and Frosty. This morning, at six o'clock, an admi-

ralty messenger arrived with dispatches for Admiral Sir T. Pasley, Bart, to b*

forwarded by the first fast sailing frigate to the naval commander at Gibraltar,

The Admiral immediately senf to Captain Shortland, who sailed in La Dedaig*
neuse, 36 guns, with dispatches for the Naval Commander' at Gibraltar.

Sailed for Torbay, the Immortalite, 40 guns, Captain H. Hotham, with order!

for the fleet there.

1 6. Wind N. N. E. Fair, Hard Frost. No arrivals or departures.

17. Wind N. E. Fall of Snow. This morning sailed, at four o'clock, Cap-
tain Seymour, of the Fisgard, 48 guns, in Cawsand Bay, with dispatches for

Rear-Admiral Mitchell, K. B. in Bautry Bay.

18. Wind W. N. W. Rain. Came in the Amelia, 44 guns, Hon. Captain

Herbert, from Torbay.

19. Wind S. W Hard Rain Went up the harbour the Triton, 31 guns,

Captain R. Fitzgerald ;
also the Lapwh\g, 32 guns, Captain Rotheram. J he

Sirius, 36 guns, Captain King, now in the Sound, received orders to repair ta

Torbay.

20. Wind S. W. Hard Rain, Blows a Gale. No arrivals or departures.

it. Wind W. S. W. Thick Fog, Blows Hard. Came in a vessel from Nor-

way, with timber for the yard

2Z. Wind W. N. W. Fog. No arrivals or departures.

23. Wind N. W. Cloudy. Came in the Flora, 14 guns, Lieutenant- Car-

penter, from Penzance, to be paid off.

"

34. Wind t>. W. Hard Rain. Came in yesterday, in thirty-two hours, from

Morlaix, the John cartel, Captain Singleton, having several passengers on

board.

25. Wind S. W. Hard Rain. Sailed the Sinus, 3$ guns, Captain King, fot

Torbay, with order*.
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AT<. 44. Arrived the Fisgard frigate, Captain M .Seymour, from Torbay;
she sailed again the next day for the same place.

25. Arrived the Heldin frigate, Captain Taylor, from the Downs.

28. Sailed the Irresistible, 74 guns Captain W. Bligh, to join the Channel
Fleet, the De Ruyter, armed enfute, Captain V. V. Ballard, and the Calcutta
armed transport, Captain Anderson, with sealed orders.

29. Sailed the Excellent, of 74 guns, Hon. Captain Stopford, to join the
Channel Fleet.

30. Arrived the Resistance, of 36 guns, Captain Digby, from Quebec, last

from the Downs. On her passage out she captured a French letter cf marque,
bound from Cayeane to Bourdeaux ; Captain Digby carried her with him $o

Quebec, and sold her there for between 6 and 7,000!.

Dec. i. Arrived the Minerve,
'

of 44 guns, Rear-Admiral Sir J. B. Warren,
Captain Cockburn, from the Mediterranean ; Caroline, of 36 guns, Captain
Bowen, from offCadiz ; Aurora, of 28 guns, Captain Caulfield, with a convoy
from Newfoundland, which put into Plymouth.

2. Arrived the Ramilics, of 74 guns, Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Morice
Pole, Captain Nicholls, from off Cadiz ; Unicorn, of 36 guns, Captain Wemys,
from the Channel Heet, and die Carysfort, of 28 guns, Captain Drummofld,
from Madeira.

3. Arrived the Inflexible, armed en fate, Captain Page, with 560 of the
Guards on board, from Malta; Resource, armed enfute, Captain Crispo, with
three Companies of the 4ad Regiment on board, from Gibraltar; and the

Pearl, of 36 guns, Captain 8. Uallard, from the Mediterranean.

4. Arrived the Didator, armed enfute, Captain Hardy, with a detachment
of the Guards on board ; and the Inconstant, armed enjlute, Captain Ayscough,
front Egypt.

5. Arrived the Astrea, armed enfute, Captain Campbell, with invalids of
the 23d Kegimenton board, from Egypt.

6. Arrived the Cleopatra, of 36 guns, Captain Israel Pellew, from Halifax;
and the Gorgon store ship, Captain Koss, from the Mediterranean. Sailed the

heldin, of 28 guns.Captam Parker, to the eastward, to be paid off.

8. Arrived the Medusa, of 44 guns, Captain Gore, from the Downs.

11. Arrived the Alkmaar, Captain Poulden, from the Downs. Sailed L*
Loire, of 44 guns, Captain Newman, for Marcon.

iz. Arrived the Voltigeur, of 18 guns, Lieutenant Hill (a&ing), from

Oporto. She was nearly lost offScilly in the gale of wind of Tuesday last, in

which she threw ten of her guns overboard, and received other considerable

damage. She is put under quarantine.

, 13. Sailed the Saturn, of 74 guns, Rear-Admiral Totty, Captain J. Brisbane,
for Martinico.

15. Arrived La Loire, of44 gun*, Captain Newman, from Marcou. Sailed
the Diana, of 38 guns, Captain iVialing, for Torbay.

i(>. Sailed L Oiseau, of 36 guns, Captain Phillips, for Torbay.
17. Arrived the Indefatigable, of 44 guns, Captain Scott, from the

Channel Fleet.

18. Arnved the Alcmene, of 32 guns, Captain Lambert, from Newfound-
land, rnitlaslfrom Lisbon. Captain Osborn, late of the Ramilies, came passenger
IE the alcmenc from Lisbon.

19.

"

Sailed the Indefatigable, of 44 guns, Captain Scott, to join the Channel
FJect.
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<W, Sailed the Narcissus, of 38 guns, Captain Donnelly, with the Algerine
Ambassador on board, for Algiers.

23. Arrived the Minotaur, of 74 gtms, Captain Louis, from Malta; Trusty,
armed en fute, Captain Guion ; and the Ceres, armed enfote, Captain Jones :

also the Revolutionaire, of 44 guns, Captain Murray, in seven days, from
Madeira'.

25. Arrived the Dolphin, Captain Dalrymple ; Winchelsca, Captain Hatley ;

and the Druid, armed enfoti, Gaptain Apthorp.

IPtomotions anD appointments.

WHITEHALL, NOV. 13.

The King has been pleased to constitute and appoint Sir Andrew Snape
Hamond, Bart. Henry Duncan, Esq. Sir John Henslow and Sir William

Rule, Knights; William Palmer, Eso. Sir William Bellingham, Bart. Harry
Harmood, Samuel Gambicr, Francis John Hartwcll, Benjamin Tucker, Charles

Hope, Isaac Coffin, and Robert Fanshaw, F.squires ;
Sir Charles Saxton, Bart.

John Nicholson Inglefield, Esq. and Sir Alexander John Ball, Bart. Principal
Officers and Commissioners of his Majesty's Navy.

Dec. 5. The King has been pleased to grant the dignity of a Earon of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland to the Right Hon. George Keith

(Baron Keith of that part of the said United Kingdom called Ireland), Knight of

the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, and Admiral of the Blue Squadron of
his Majesty's Fleet, and to the heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, by the

name, style, and title of Baron Keith, of btonehaven-Marischal, in the county
of Kincardine.

Dec. 7. The King has been pleased to grant unto William D'Arley, Esq.
Captain in his Majesty's Marine Forces, his royal licence and permission to

accept the rank of Knight of the Royal and Military Qrder of Constantino,
conferred on him by Ferdinand the Fourth, King of the Two Sicilies

; and to

bear, in his own country, the ensigns of the said Order :

And also to command, that this his Majesty's Concession and Declaration,

together with the relative documents, be registered in his College of .Arms.

Captain R. Cuthbert, late of the Montague, is appointed to the Orion, of 74
guns, vice Reynolds.

Captain Nicholls, of the St. George, to the Ramilies, vice Osborn, ill.

Captain Lenox Thompson, of the Voltigeur, prt temfore, to the St. George.

Lieutenant Thomas Hill, pro temfore, to the Voltigeur.

Captain Phillips, to the L'Oiseau.

Captain W. Parker, of L'Oiseau, to the Heldin.

Captain Taylor, of the Heldin, to the Stork, vice Irwin.

Captain Edward Brace, to the Camilla, vice Larkan.

Captain the Earl of Northesk has resumed the command of the Prince, vies

Loring, who is appointed to the Bcllerophon ; and

Captain S. Osborn has taken the command of the Ramilies, vice Nicholls.

Lieutenant Lambourn, First Lieutenant of the Caesar, is appointed to the pr

temfore command of the Petcrell ; and

Captain Inglis, of the Peterell, is appointed fro tcmport to the Vanguard, v'ict

Sir Thomas Williams, who is come home indisposed.

Lieutenant Richardson, late of the Rose cutter, to be First Lieutenant of the

Endymion, vice King.
Lieutenant Thomas Pulham, of the Royal Navy, was made a Master and

Commander by Admiral Rainier, in the East Indiea, on the nth of June last.

This deserving Officer has been twenty years in the Navy, and eighteen lo

a&ual service.

Me. Thomas Harlowe, to be Lieutenant.
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MARRIAGES.
The rjth O&ober, at Sandwich, Captain William Hills, of the Royal Nary,

to Miss Waller, daughter of the late Captain Waller, of the Royal Navy.

The'aad inst. Captain R Rolles, of the Royal Navy, to Miss Scott, daughter
of Rear-Admiral Scott, of Spring Hill.

Lately, Mr. Joseph Seymour, late Master of the Saturn, to Miss Catherena

Rowe, second daughter of Mr. George Rowe, surgeon, Portsea.

At Kingston, by the Rev. W. Bussell, Captain Kellett, of the Marine Forces,
to Miss Arabella Cross, of Bath.

At Plymouth, Lieutenant H. Petley, of the Royal Navy, to Miss Caroline

Wilson, only daughter of Lewis Wilson, Esq. late of Penrith.

(TRFTTTARYPBIIUARY.
Rear-Admiral Blankett, second in cammand of the British squadron m the

East Indies, and who so ably conducted the expedition of the Indian army
through the Arabian and Red seas, to their landing in Egypt. His death is a

serious loss to the service. He was an Officer of the most exemplary prudence
and fortitude, and owed his rise solely to his own professional merit.

At the Bristol Hot Wells, of a decline, after a lingering illness, which he

sustained with manly fortitude, Lieutenant Francis William Kinneer, late of

the Aimwell gun brig, and nephew of Captain Kinneer, of the Royal Navy.
He was severely wounded on the glorious ist of [unc 1794, and again wounded
with Captain sir Sidney Smith, K. P. S. in an attack of the enemy's vessels in

the River Issigny, opposite Marcou Island. These wounds brought on ant

he&ic complaint, which, with severe service on board the Aimwell during two
winters, terminated in the death of a very excellent and accomplished Officer,

sincerely lamented by his family, friends, and acquaintance.

Captain James Russell, of his Majesty's ship Ceres, aged 35 ; who, on the

Ijth of May 1798, when First Lieutenant of the Flora fiigate, attacked with

the boats of that ship, and brought out of the harbour of Cerigo, in the Mediter-

ranean, the Mondovi, French National corvette, of 16 guns.

Lately, at Malta, on his way to Egypt, Captain Hare, of his Majesty's ship
Madras, of 54 guns.

On the I3th ult. on his passage from Egypt, Lieutenant Thomas Gillespie,
First Lieutenant of his Majesty's ship Gorgon.
A few days ago, suddenly, of an apopledic fit, Lieutenant-Colonel Forster, of

the corps of Marines.

I ately, on board his Majesty's ship Renown, off Minorca, Captain Samuel
Burne, of the Marines.

Captain Pilcher, of the Marines.

At Saltash, Captain Croad, of the Marines.

Lately, on board his Majesty's ship the San Josef, in consequence of a fall

from the main-deck into the bold, Mr. H. S Coppinger, Midshipman, the son
of T. J. Coppinger, Esq. of Carhue, in the county of Cork, Ireland.

On the 1 8th inst. at Chathnm, William Lefeburc, Esq. Purser in hiMajesty'
Navy.

At Southampton, Mrs. Le Cras, widow of the late Edward Le Cras, Esq.
one of the Commissioners of his Majesty's Navy.

Lately, at Philip's hotel, Exeter, Mrs. Thornborough, wife of Rear-Admiral
Thornborough. tail*'

1 icutenant Hair, of his Majesty's Marine Forces, who was drowned in the
boat of his Majesty's ship L'Oiseau, in the ad of boarding a vessel off the Coast
of 1- ranee on the list of October last, was one of those meritorious Officers who
distinguished himself in the battle of the Nile, on board of Lord Nelson's flag-
hip, the Vanguard, and who so bravely fought oa shore at Naples, under the
comoiiiud of air ihomas Tiowbridge.
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FACTS, NAVAL LITERATURE, POETRY, REMARKABLE

INCIDENTS, sV. &c , IN VOL. VI.

A.

ADELE French privateer captured,

339
ADMIRALTY, HIGH COURT OF, pro-

ceedings in, 338
ALGEZIRAS BAY, action in, no. 194.

AMBUSCADE Dutch frigate sunk in the

Channel, particulars relative thereto, 67
ANECDOTE of a British Sailor, 43. Of
Lord Howe, 279. Adm. Keppel, ib.

Capt. Manby, aSx. Two sailors, ib.

ARDENT, account of the damage she re-

ceived in the battle off Copenhagen, ^o^

ASIA, attempts made by the Russians to

go round the N. . part of, 290

B.

BAILLIE, ELIZABETH, erects a monu-
ment to the memory of her husband, Sir

John Lockhart Ross, 25.

BALNAGOWN, the seat of the iate Sir John
Lockhart Ross, by his care and atten-

tion made one of the most desirable seats

in the North, 22

BEST, Lieut, thanked by the Governor in

Council at Bombay, 164
BLACK ROCKS, commonly known in the

fleet by the name of Siberia, 108

BLAND, Capt. captures a Ligurian pirate
of very superior force, account of the

action (with a plate), 276
BOMBAY, the Governor in Council's Re-

solution respecting the crew of the In-

trepid, i$4
BRITTON'S side of Plymouth burnt by the

French in the year 1404, 35

JBRIDPORT, Lord, his letter to Evan Ne-

pean, Esq. stating the capture of L'Her-
cule by the Mars, Capt. Hood, who was
killed in the action, 183

BUTTERFIKLD, Lieut, hia letter to Lord

Bridport. respecting the action of the

Mars, 183
*$YRON, Capt. GEORGE ANSON, a tri-

bute to his memory, 26. Commanded
the Proserpine in the late war with

Jfranee, in which h took two French

Vox,, VI.

frigates, 26. instrumental in bringing on
the action of the iith of April, in con-

sequence ofwhich he was chosen by Lord

Rodney to carry home Lord Cranstoun,
with the dispatches, ib. Appointed to

the Phcenix, and sails to the East Indies,
where he intercepts Tippoo Saib's trans-

ports, laden with military stores, 72.
Lands some cannon, and assists in re*

ducing a fort on the coast of Malabar,
for which he is publickly praised, ib.

Falls a victim to his alacrity, ib. Par*
ticulars of his death, and public and pri-
vate character, ib,

CALAIS, description of, with a view of its

port, 189.
CHANNEL FLEET, judicious manner of

victualling, 72
CHARACTER, NATIONAL, the difference

between the English and Spanish exem-

plified, 16*

CHERBOURG, translation of the inscription
on the pier of, 40. Paraphrased by ail

English officer, ib.

CHEVRETTE, observations on her most

gallant capture, 73. Private letter re-

specting, 74.
CISTERCIAN FRIARS, Abbey of, at Ply.

mouth, converted into a straw and wicker

manufactory, and next into wine vauits,

37, note

CLERGY in the reign of King William
Rufus prefer concubinage to wedlock,

33, rote

COMMON COUNCIL OP LONDON, their

proceedings respecting Lord Keith, Sir

J. Saumarcz, and Sir J. H. Hutclunson,

426
COMPASSION AND TENDERNESS of Bri-

tish seamen exemplified at the battle of

the Nile, 104, note

CONVENTION bc'ween Great Britain artl

Russia, articles published at Copenhagen
relative thereto, 68. 231

CORRESPONDENCE, 199
3 x COURIER
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COVMER French frigate captured, 337
COURTNEY, HUGH, Earl of Devon, at

the head of the inhabitants of Plymouth,
&c. drives back the French who landed

on the Britton side of the town in the

reign of Edw. Id. 35
COVRTS MARTIAL, NAVAI> various pro-

ceedings or, on the trials of Ad'rl Pow-

clson, alias Henry Poulson, and William

Johnson, late of the Hermione, 62. Tho.

Poppleton, Lieut. J. A. Douglass, Capt.
Roberts, Tho. Renwiclc, Lieut. Grant

Allen, Mr. Banfield, 63. Lieutenant

Croad, Capt. John Murray, F. Long,
Lieut. Col. Winter, Lieut. John Dixon,
T. Williams, the boatswain of the U-

ranie, 163. T. Crampton, W. Mac-
leod, John Peaice, Capt. Ferris, 244. F.

Smith, John Williams, 246. Lieutenant

Lewis, Master and Gunner of the Si-

rius, Lieut. Rains, Mr. Palmer, Lieut.

Suckling, Boatswain of the Hound, Mas-
ter of the Terror, 247. Dutch prisoners
of war, Capt. Qmnton, Capt. Newcombe
and his officers, 248. R. Welch, J.

Williamson, T. Oxford, J. Daniel, R.

Phillips, C. Turner, 341. Pilot of the

Narcissus; Pilot of the Braak, 347. John
Murray, William Lind, Capt. John
Gardner, Vice-Adm. Sir William Par-

ker, 420. Lieut. Nevin, 421. Capt.
Watson, Capt. Plampin, 422. Litut. J.

Murray, Mr. Bel!, Mr. Metcalfe, Lieut.

Ingram, D: Sparrow, 510. Peter Jones,
Rob.Thomas, Mr. Lisk, Lieut. Leaver,

Capt. Hallowell, 511.

CROW, Capt. HUGH, receives a present
of a large silver cup, from the Under-

writers, for his gallant defence of the

Will against a French privateer, 158
CURTIS, Sir ROGER, Bart, his portrait,

26 1 evinces an
early liking for the sea-

service, though hi* father endeavours to

dissuade him from it, ib. Serves his

. probationary time under Adm. Barring-
ton, jb. Promoted to the rank of Lieu-

tenant, and appointed to the Otter sloop,
261. Attracts the notice of Adm. Lord
Shuldam, who appoints him one of his

Lieutenants on the American station, ib.

Obtains the rank, of Commander, and is

appointed to the Senegal sloop under the
coirimnd of Lord Howe, ib. His zeal
and good conduct so approved by Lord
Howe, that he is promoted by his Lord-
ship to the rank of Post Captain, and

appointed to his own ship the Eagle,
though one of the youngest Masters and
Commanders in the fleet, 263. Returns
in the same ship to Europe, and is after-

jvards appointed to the Brilliant frigate

and dispatched to Gibraltar, 26 j. After

surmounting many difficulties, succeeds

in throwing in a supply to the garrison,

and takes the command of the naval force

there, 264. By his judicious conduct,
a sloop of war gets into the Mole, though
surrounded bv a great number of Spanish

gun-boats, 265. Letter from General

Elliot to the Secretary of State, on the

above gallant affair, 266. Distinguishes
himself highly with a detachment of ?ea-

rnen in a celebrated sally made from the

fort, ib. The brigade of seamen, under
his orders, honourably noticed by Gen.

Elliot, 267. List of the combined forces

on the ever- memorable attack of the ijtli

September 1782, 268. Interesting par-
ticulars of the engagement, 269. His

brave and humane conduct on the above

occasion* and Gen. Elliot's letter re-

specting it, 270. Is charged with the Ge-
neral's communication to lord Howe,
who had arrived with relref .for the gar-

rison, 271. Appointed to the Victory

by his old friend Lord Howe^and returns

to England, 272 ; among other marks
of his Sovereign's approbation, receives

the honour of knighthood, and is anpoint-
ed Ambassador to the Emperor oT Mo-
rocco, with the rank of Commodore, ib,

At the solicitation of Gen. Elliot, 'is

again ordered to Gibraltar,.*^. .- Returns

home on the peace, and appointed to the

Ganges guard .-ship, ib. On the appear-
ance of a rupture with Spain, appointed

, Captain of the fleet under Lord Howe ;

and afierwards, the fleet, being paid off,

to the Brunswick guard-ship, 273. Again
appointed Captain of the F.le,et and Co-
lonel of Marines, .274. -Shares m the

victory of the istof June 1794, ib. Lord
Howe's acknowledgement of his services,

ib. Receives a gold chain 'and medal,
and raised to the dignity of a Baronet, ib.

Promoted fiist to the rank -of Rear-Ad-
- jniral, and then to that of Vice-Admiral,

275. Appointed to command at the Cfcpe
ofGood Hope, and his services there, ib\

D.
'";

DANIFH LINE OF DEFENSION OFF CO-
PENHAGEN, list of, 126

DART SLOOP OF WAR, representation of

her in the act of boarding La Desiree

French frigate, 209 .

DASHWOOD, Capt. narrative oi his gallant
actions in the Sylph sloop, 377

DENMARK and its.po&sessions, 56. i34*yi4<>

j,
Prince GEORGK, his correspon-

dence with Sir George Rooke respecting

Captains
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Captains Wishart and Whetstone, 204,

DOCK, new method of lifting ships into,

34- 1

DONNELLY, Capt. Ross, his lejter to

Capt. C. Cunningham, relating an ac-

tion with some gun vessels belonging to
the enemy, 161

DOVER, account of (with a view) 493
DRAKE, Admiral Sir FRANCIS, extremely

active in getting privileges for the town
of Plymouth, near which he was born,
37. The greatest Captain of the age, ib.

Went very early to sea, and distinguishes
himself greatly at the attack of Cartha-

gena, which was carried sword in hand,
ib. Blocks up the bay of Mexico f/r

near two years, ib. Fits out three fri-

gates at his own expence, ib. Graci-

ously received by Queen Elizabeth, 38.
Sails through the Straits of Magellan,
and on his return is knighted by her

Majesty, who orders his ship to be pre-
served as a monument of his own and

country's glory, ib. A chair made from its

planks, and presented to the University
of Oxford, ib. Destroys ten thousand
tons of shipp

:

ng in Cadiz Bay, ib. Pre-
Stnted with a silver goblet, emblazoned
with his arms, in compliment to his su-

perio'r abilities as a seaman, 39. Through
his means, a full stream of water is

brought from the springs in Dartmoor
to Plymouth, to the great benefit of the

inhabitants, ib. Bore an honourable part
in the defeat of the Spanish Armada, 40.

:

' His death occasioned by disappointment,
ib.

J5ROWNING, invention to save persons
4 fronr>i- 278..

'

DUDGF.ON LIGHT, account of a shoal

near to, 28^.

: DUNDAS, Right Hon. HENRY, hi* regu-
lationsfor the benefit of seamen, 301.

E.

t ELIZABETH, QUEEN, her extempore reply

(
in -Latin to the Spanish Ambassador's

proposals for peace, 39.
-EM6EZZLEMENT OF KlNC'S STORES,

trial respecting, 245.

- '

F.

TERO, the Isles of, description of, 136.
FlRE ON BOARD THE MALTA, quelled
.by "the cool and collected orders of Capt.
Bertie, 75.

FLEET of King Edward III. employed in
- the blockade of Calais, roll of, 193.
FRENCH PASS, form of, 426.

.

FUNERAL PROCESSION OF CAPT. BFR
TIE, with, some remarks on his death,
340.

OF LORD HUGH
SEYMOUR, 436. 464.

G.

GANTHEAUME, the French Admiral, some
account of, 72.

GEORGE, C^pt. melancholy account of the
massacre of him and his officers, 427.

GLOBE, Hydrographical Division of,obser-
vations on, 312. 389.490.

GREENLAND, account of, 137.
GREY FRIARS, Hospital of, at Plymouth,

converted into an academy for wiiring,
account of, &c. 36, note.

GUNS, English, better pointed than their

pens, 1 1 8.

GUF.RNSEY, the inhabitants of, present
Sir James Saumarez with a magnificent
vase, 105, note.

H.
HALL, Capt. GEORGE, particulars of his

gallant action in the Company's ship In-

trepid, 77. Tribute to his memory by
the Governor in C >uncil, 164.

HAMILTON, Capt. his curious contrivance
to ascertain a snip's rate of sailing, and
the quantity sailed in a given time, 125.

HANNIBAL, French account of her cap-
ture, 64. Some remarks on, 66. Capt.
Fei ris's narrative of her loss, 244*

HAWKESBURY, Lord, his letter to the

Lord Mayor, announcing the convention
between Great Britain and Russia, 68.

HIGH i. ANDERS AND LOWLAND KRS mourn
the death of ^ir John Lockhart Ross, 23.

HIGH NORTHERN. LATITUDE s, account
of ships that have reached, 293. 385.

HINT to those who frequent the seas about
the Cape of Good Hope, 287.

HINTS for improving the Navy, 131.
HOLSTEIV, Dntchy of, 138.
HOOD, the late Capt. ALEXANDER, enters

into the navy under the protection of Lord

Bridport, 175. Makes his first voyage
with the celebrated Capt. Cook, ib. Af-
terwards serves under Lord Howe, 176.
Made a Lieutenant, and appointed to

command the Ranger cutter, ib.
'

Joins
the fleet un.der.Lord Rodney in the West
Indies, and made a Master and Com-
mander, ib. Mide post into the Bar-
flert 177. Concerned in tlie action wjth

the Count deOrasse, ib. Appointed to

command the Champion, 178. His me-
ritorious conduct, 179. Retakes the Cere's

sloop, ib. His attention and humanity
to



to the prisoners, particularly to the com-

mander, Baron de Parry, nephew to the

Marquis de Vaudreir.l, 180. Letter from

the Marquis on tht occasion, ib. Ap-
pointed to command the Aimable, in

which he continues till the termination of

the war, j8x. Goes to France at the

invitation of the Vaudreuil family,- ib.

Shortly after his return marries Miss Pe-

riam, a nwt amiable and accomplished

lady, ib. On the appearance of a rup-
ture with Spain, in 1790, appointed to

the Hebe irigate, which was, however,

paid off in 1792, ib. Again appointed
to the Hebe in 1793, ib. Promoted to

the command of the Audacious of 74.

guns, iSi. Afterwards to the Ville de

Paris, and lastly to the Mars, ib. Par-

ticulars of his gallant action with I/Her-

cule, in which he lost his life, 183 Re-
marks thereon, 184.. Some reflections

occasioned by their being no public mo-
nument ertcteu to his memory, 185. In-

scription on the monument over his re-

mains in the churchyard of Wooton, So-

mersetshire, written by his widow, 188.

Ho i HAM, Capt. particulars of a gallant

exploit performed by the boats of his

squadron in India, 164.

HOWK, Lord, anecdote of, 179.

HUNTER, Capt. JOHN, his portrait, 349.
Some particulars of his family, ib. Is

taken to sea very early by his father, and

shipwrecked on the coast of Norway the

first voyage, ib. Kind treatment he ex-

perienced there, 350. Sent to school at

Lynn, ar.d becomes acquainted with Dr.

Bumey, ib. Again goes to sea under

Capt. Knackston, in the Grampus sloop,
ib. Did duty as a topman when King
George II. went to the Continent the

last time, 351. Learns the art of navi-

gation under a Mr. Allen, ib. Removed
to the Cen'aur, Captain Brown, by whom
he was mace midshipman, 352. Recom-
mended to Adm. Knowks, and serves

under him, first on board the Union, and
afterwaids on board the Neptune, in the

expedition against Rochfort, ib. Con-
tinues in the same ship and serves at the

reduction of Quebec under Adm. Saun-
tiers, 353. Passes his examination for

Lieutenant at the Navy Office, ib. Re-
moves into the Royal Ann, under Adm.
Dine!!, and by assiduous application
makes himself thoroughly acquainted with
all the duties of a Sea Officer, ib. Ob-
tains a recommendation to Sir Ed. Hawke,
and is tukDi imo t-he Royal George as

Midshipman, where he remained till peace

was restored, 354.. Gets on board th

Tweed frigate, Capt. the Hon. T. Per-

cival, on the Newfoundland station, on
which service he becomes Master's Mate,
ib Goes to North America in the same

capacity in the Launceston, Adm.Durell,
ib. His pleasing prospects clouded by
the Admiral's death, ib. Ordered into

a schooner, to carry Lord Colviile's dis-

patches to the Gulph of St. Lawrence,

355. Returns again to the Launceston,
and is soon afterwards appointed Master,
in which appointment he is confirmed by
Lord Hood, ib. The Launceston return-

ing to England, and being put out of

commission, he undergoes an examina-

tion at the Trinity House, and gives so

much satisfaction that he receives a qua-
lification for a fourth-rate, ib. Appoint-
ed to the Carysfort frigate, Capt. Hay,
ordered for Jamaica, ib. Takes some

drawings of the works carrying on by the

Spaniards on the Cavannos, ib. His

extraordinary exertions and fatigue when
the ship was run upon the Martin Reefs,

356. Ruptures a blood vessel which en-

dangers his life, ib. Returns to England,
removes to the Intrepid, Capt. Cranstm,
and sails to the East Indies, 357. On
his return to England appointed Master
of the Kent, at the particular desire of

her Captain Mr. Jervis, now Earl St.

Vincent, ib. Receives a letter from Lord

H^we, inviting him to sail with him to

America as Master of the Eagle, ib. His

conduct on that occasion, ib. Accepts
the invitation, and behaves in such a

manner as to merit the praises of all the

officers employed on that service, 358.
His particularly skilful conduct in buoy-

ing a dangerous channel at the attack of

Philadelphia, ib. Is wounded in the

shoulder, 359. Afterwards employed in

sounding (or a passage through the che-

vaux de-frise which had been sunk to

impede the navigation, in which he suc-

ceeds, ib. His services highly prized by
Earl Howe, who, however, unfortunately
mistook the object of his ambition, ib.

Returns to England with his Lordship,
and applies to the Admiralty to be made
a Lieutenant, but without success, though
he produced a certificate of his services

from Lord Howe, ib. Embarks as a

volunteer on board the Berwick under

the Hon. Keith Stuart, and appointed
Sixth Lieutenant of the Union by Sir

Charles Hardy, but not confirmed by
the Admiralty, on the return of the fleet,

360. Again sails in the Berwick to re-

inforce
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I
inforce rhe fleet In the West Indies, -and

at. length receives a Lieutenant's com-
mission for that ship from Sir George
Rodney, 361. After being in the dread-
ful hurricane in 1780, returns to Eng-
land, and is afterwards in the engage-
ment with the Dutch fleet off the Dogger
Bank, 362. Appointed third Lieutenant
to Lurd Howe, and upon his Lordship's
sailing to the relief of Gibraltar rises to

be first Lieutenan, it. Promoted to the

rank of Master and Commander, and

appointed to the Spitfire fireship, and af-

terwards to the Marquis de Signally sloop
of war, ib. Appointed Second Captain
of the Sinus, under Captain Phillip, with
tbe rank of Post Captain, \b. His ser-

vices at the settlement in New South

Wales, 363. Fresh instances of his per-

severance, 364. Particulars of the loss

of the Sirius, ib. Returns to England,
and is honourably acquitted for the loss

of the ship, 365. Serves as a volunteer

on bosid ;he Qu_cer> Charlotte under Lord.

Howe, 366. Appointed Governor of
New South Wales, for which place he

sails, ib. His conduct there) and general

character, 367,

HYDROGRAPHY, changements proposed in

the general and particular Nomenclature

of, 312. 389. 490.

I.

JASON FRIGATE blown up, 250.
Jc.K LA NO, account of, 134.
iM.MtusiON in water will quench thirst as

well as drinking it, 46.
IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT vote their thanks

to Sir James Saumarez, Lord Keith, Sec.

&c, &c. 418.
INSTRUCTIONS AND ORDERS issued by

Sir Roger Strickland, and Lord Dart-

mouth, to Capt. Cloudrsley Shove), in

1688, with copies from his original let-

ters, 28 3*.

INVASION, THREATENED, remarks on,

73-
IPHIGENIA. burnt by accident, zfo.

K.
KEPPEL, Adm. anecdote of, 279.

KING, Lieut. W. E. his memorial, and
letter to Earl Spencer, 199. zoi.

KING'S BENCH, COURT OF, trials in re-

spefting the embezzlement of Ring's
stores, 242. 442.

LATIN LINES presented to Sir F. Drake,

39.

LATIT ODES, HIGH NORTHERN, interest-

ing particulars relative to, 293.
LAW INTELLIGENCE, 242. 422.
LETTR.R from Sir Edw. Hawke to the

Duke d'Aiguillon, 54.

LlFE-BOAT,letterconcerningitsutility,46j
LIGURIAN PIRATE, of 42 guns, cap.

tnred by L'Espoir sloop of 14 guns,
(Avith a plate) 276.

LOCKHART. See Ross.
LOWESTOFJE lost, 250.

M.
MAINTOP, Captain of the, on board tne

Russel, his heroic conduct in the aclton

of 1 2th April, 1782, 93, note.

MANBY, Capt. anecdote of, 281.

MANSK L, Capt. his gallant a&ion in the

Penguin brig, 72.
MARCHAND'S voyageround theworld,aiS

312. 389. 490.
MARINE TALE, by Charlotte Smith, 307.,

306.
extracted from Jeremy

Taylor, 395.

M'BRiDE, Capt. his agreement with Don J.
de Langara respecting the small pox, 206.

MELAMPE FRENCH FUIGATE, particu-
lars of her gallant capture by Sir John
Lockhart Ross, 10.

MEMORIAL ot W. E. King, 199.
MEMORANDUM given out by Sir Jame*

Saumarez to the fleet, 251.

MORENO, Admiral, his orders to the
fleet,

on the nth July, 1801, 197.

MORRIS, Capt. his bravery in the action

at Fort Sullivan. 86.

MOUNTAIN at the Cape of Good Hope,
measurement of, 384.

MURRAY, Cript. of the Edgar, offers to

lead the fleet through the Great Belt, 118.

MUDGE, Lieut, accidentally shoots a sea-

man, 511
MUTINEER reclaimed and becomes most

loyal by the admonitions of Sir James
Saumarez, 102, note.

N.
NARRATIVE of Capt. FERRIS respe&ing

the loss of the Hannibal, 244-
NAVAL ACTIONS in the Narrow Seas since

the Conquest, account of the principal

ones, 113. 213. 288. 484.
NAVAL ANECDOTES, COMMERCTA!,
HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c. 279.

NAVAL HISTORY, illustrations of,a8 32,

204. 368. 469.
LITERATURE, 218. 312.389.490.

NAVIGATION OF THK ANCISNTS, re-

marks on, 467.
NAVY,
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NAVV, BRITISH, comparative statement

of at the beninning and end of thewar, 282

BOARD, brigiml instructions for

the regulation of, 368. 469.
NAZE in future to be called Nelson's Chan-

nel, 161.

NBLSON, Lord Viscount*- his address to

the Baltic Fleet on qwitting the com-

mand, 69. Address to the Squadron after

the first and second attacks upon the

flotilla at Boulogne, i6c.

NORTH POLE would have been reached but

for the fears of the sailors, i y 8.

O.

OBSERVATIONS, GENERAL, for August,
159; for September, 249; for Oftober,

336 j
for November, 425 j

for December,

54-
P.

PARKER, Sir P. his intrepidity and firm-
- ness in the aflion at Fort Sullivan, 86.

PASSAGE OF THE SOUND, particulars re-

lative to, 117.
PEACE, preliminary articles of, 331.

, curious Latin proposals for, made

by the Spanish Ambassador to Queen
Elizabeth, previous to the sailing of the

Spanish Armada, 39. Her Majesty's
spirited and pithy answer, ib.

PEASANTRY in North Britain relieved from
their distresses by Sir John Lockhart

Ross, 22.

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS. On the power
of the external absorption of the hu-nan

body, 45. Curious remark from the

Naval Guardian respecting, 47. Prin-

iples for a contrivance to measure a

ship's rate of sailing, and to determine
the quantity sailed in a given tiire, 126.

Method of adopting iron braces in parts
of a ship's side, 132. Method or im-

pregnating water with fixed air (with a

plate), for the use of the sick on board

ships, &c. 210. Useful invention for

saving persons from drowning, 278.
PILOT OF L'lMMoRTALn E, curious ac-

count of his excursion to Brest, 70.

PLATE LXV. Portrait of Sir John Lock,
hart Ross, i.

LXVI. View of Plymouth, 33.
**^ LXVII. Portrait of Sir James

Saumarez, Bart. 85.
LXVIII. Position of the English,

Spanish, and French squadrons before

the aftion on the jath July 1801 .116
LX1X. Illustrates hints tor "im-

proving the Navy, 132.
View of Calais, 189.

i . f . r 11$
wn 1; ? -..-,'>1 .'- . J
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T

PLATE LXXL The Dart Sloop
of War

boardingLaDesireeFrenchFrig"ate,209.
I.XXII. Method of impregnating

water in large quantities with fixed

air, for the use of the sick on ship-

board, 210.

LXXIir. Pprtrait of Sir Roger
Curtis, Bart. 261.

LXXI V. The Sloop L'Esp-ir, of

14 guns, and her 'prite, the Liguria of

42 gun?, going in;oGibralt'r Bay, 276
LXXV. Portrait of Captain John

Hunter, late Governor of New South

Wales, 349.
LXXVi. Engagement between the

crew of the WaBTCsamlwyd transport,

and the crew of an island near Min-
danao, 381. .

'.*'

LXXVi I. Representation of the '

destruction of the French fleer at Tou-
lon by the boat.s under the command
of Sir Sidney Smith, 461
-LXXVllI.ViewofDove Castfe,493

PLYMOUTH (The Port of), Plymouth"
Dock, and their Environs, history -of,

(with a plate), 33. the particular cvr-.

cumsiances relative to, aie specified under
their subject words.

PLYMOUTH REPORT, from June 25 to

July 25, 78 ; from July 25 to Aug. 23,

165; from Aug. 2410 Sept. 26, 252;
from Sept. 27 to Oct. 27, 342 ;

from
Oft. 27 to Nov. 24, 428 ;

from Nov. 24
to December 25, 511.

POETRY. On the Death of Samuel Hayes,

49. Effusion of a Sailor on seeing the

Designs for a Naval Pillar, 50. Stanzas

on Sir Edw. Pellew, 57. TO a Ship-
wrecked Boy, ib. Days n>f our own,

51. On the Death of Earl Howe. 53.
Stanzas on Sir J. Saumarez's victory,
jjj. Ode on the Nnval Engagement in

AlgezirasBay, 142 To Admiral Linois,

on his late Improvement in Naval Tac-

tics, 143. Ode to Lord Nelson, 144.

An Old British Hulk's Advice to the

French Gun-boats, 145. Epigram* ib.

Old Ballad of Sir Andrew Banon, 222.

399. Impromptu on Lord Nelson's Se-

cond Attack on Boulogne, 227. Song,
228. Epigram and Lines on Sir John
Lockhart' Ross, 229. Lines by Miss

Seward, 230. Epigram on Admiral Li-

nois having a Sword presented to him,

130. Britannia's Invocation, 231. To
General Menou, z <T-Epigram, ib. On
Peace, 317. On the Death of Captain
Parker, 318. The Sailor, 319. Verses

written & Harwich on the Launching of

th
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the Inflexible, 396. On the Coast of
the Island of Jersey, 398. Armed Neu-

trality, 496. The Mistake, 500.
PORTSMOUTH REPORT, from June 2810

July 27, 82
;
from July 27 to Aug. 23,

169 ; from Aug. 23 to Sept. a6, 256 ;

from Sept. 16 to" Oft, 24, 34.6 ;
from

OR. 24 to Nov. 21, 43 z > from Nov. 21

to December 45", -51^;
PKIESTLEY, Dr. his method of impreg-

nating water with fixed air, for the use of

. the sick on board ships, 210.

PROCLAMATION for pardoning deserters^'

162.

n thebetween the natives of an island,

,* situated off the south point of Mindanao,
, 'and the crew of the Waaksamkeyd trans-

.port, described by Capt. Hunter, with a

view, 381.
R.

REGISTER, MONTHLY, OF NAVAL E-

.,.; VENT'S, 64.. 159. 249. 336. 415. 504.
Xhe more material articles are severally

_
mentioned under their subjeft words.

'REGULATIONS for the benefit of seamen,
. by Mr. Dundas, 301.

ROBB, Lieut, falls from the foretop gallant
mast-head without being hurt, his praise-

worthy conduft during the mutiny at

the Nore, 91, note.

RoOKE, Sir GEORGE, correspondence be-

tween h'im and Prince George of Den-
mark respecting Capt. Wishart, 204.

Ross, "Sir JOHN LOCKHART, Bart, his

portrait i. Sgrne account of his family,
2. Enters ou board the Portland, 50

guns, an"d sails for Constantinople, ib.

.Returns to England and goes to Watt's

Academy, ib. Enters on -board the Dia-

mond, and sails for the coast of Guinea,
ib. Arrives at Barbadoes, ib. Proceeds

to Jamaica, 3 .So reduced by illnf?s as to

be obliged to return home, ib. Remains
with his father till recovered, ib. Enters

on board the Romney, and sails for New-

foundland, ib. Procters to Leghorn,
Genoa, and Cadiz, and returns to Spit-

head, ib. Enters on board the Tryal

Sloop, which sails fqr Leith, and convoys
Col. Douglas's regiment back to Spit-

head, ib. Appointed to the Lively, and

is much Disappointed at not going a voy-

age round the world, ib. Recovers from

a severe fever, and removing into the

Ruby, arrives at Barbadoes, ib. His life

in danger from the disorder called the

dry belly-ache, ib. Returns to Eng-
land, 3. Advanced lo the rank of Lieu-

tenant, and appointed to the command

of the Deptford's prize, 4. Removes
into the Dover, and is providentially saved
from being dashed to pieces in Fresh-
water Bay, ib. Sails for Elsineur, ib.

Returns, and appointed to conduit a
French privateer, (prize to the Dover,)

up to Deptford, ib. Again ordered to

Elsineur, and narrowly escapes ship-
wreck in the Cattegatt, ib. Proceeds to

Copenhagen, from whence, the ship being
repaired, arrives off the Humber, ib.

Sails for Lisbon, and after putting into

Virginia, arrives at Louisbourg, ib. Ap-
pointed- third Lieutenant of the Chester,

5. Narrowly escapes being drowned, ib,

Advanced to be second Lieutenant of the

Devonshire, which soon after engages
the Serieux, French Admiral's ship, till

she struck, with seven others, ib. Re-
moves into the Invincible, il>. Appoint-
ed to command the Vulcan fire- ship, 6.

Takes the tempprary command of the

Kent, ib. Brings her to Spithead, and
returns to his former station on board
the Invincible, ib. By his aflive exer-

tions extinguishes a fire which had broke
out in the bread room by the carelessness

of one of the soldiers, 7. The ship

being paid off, he visits Scotland, ib.

Appointed first Lieutenant of the Prince,
ib. To be Commander of the Savage
sloop, 8. Takes a very valuable St. Do-

mingo merchantman, ib. Made post and

appointed to the command of the Tartar,
ib. Engages two French frigates and
drives them into Morlaix, ib. Takes a

great number of privateers, 9. Engages
and takes the MELAMPE, of very supe-
rior force, 10. Perfidious conduct of her

commander, ib. Terrific influence of
his name on the enemy, curious circum-
stance relating thereto, n. Presented

with a cup and salver by the merchants
of London, for his valuable services, ib.

Also a gold cup by the merchants of

Bristol', 12. Appointed to the Chat-

ham, ib. Engages the Hero, and as-

sisted by the Magnanime obliges her to

Strike, 13. Burns the Soleil and Hero,
which had run a-shore, ib. Appointed
to the command of the Royal George,
ib. Appointed to the Bedford, 14. Takes
a small fort on the island of Damatte, ib-.

Succeeds to the estate of Balnagown, and
takes the name of Ross, ib. Elected a

representative in parliament, ib. Marries

and removes to Balnagown, ib. His be-

nevolent conduct there, 15. Commission-
ed lor the Shrewsbury, 15. Engages the

French fleet, 16. Attends Adm? Kep-



pel' court martial, 16. Raised to the

rank of Rear- Admiral of the Blue, .-and

appointed fourth Admiral in the Channel

fleet, ib. Hoists his flag on board the

Romney, and joins Adm. Rodney's di-

vision, 17. Thev take a fleet of mer-

chantmen, with their convoy, iS. En-

gage a Spanish fleet and relieve Gibraltar,

jb. Appointed -Rear-Admiral of the Red,

19. Shifts his flag to the Alexander, and

superintends the unloading of the stores

in Gibraltar Bay, 20. His extraordinary
conduit on that occasion, it>. Reshifts

his flag to the Royal George, and returns

to England, ib. Appointed to the chief

;
command in the North Sea, ib. Ad-
vanced to the rank of Vice-Admiral of

the Blue, 21. His public and private

character, ib. Great improvements made

by him in the estate of Balnagown, 22,
His death, ib. Inscription on his mo-

nument, 23. Heraldic particulars, 24.

Epigram and lines addressed to him, 229.

Ross, General CHARLES, famous for the

arts of peace and war, 24, note. His

death, ib.

RUSSIAN DISCOVERIES in the N. E. part
of Asia, 190.

S.

SAILORS, whimsical anecdote of two, 28 c.

SANTISSIMA TKIVIDADA, her surrender

acknowledged by a Spanish officer, ici,
note.

SAUMAREZ, Sir JAMES, Bart. His por-
trait, 85. Descended from a very ancient

family, and their original name, ib. En-
ters into the navy under Capt. Alms, ib.

Obtains an appointment on board the

Bristol, Commodore Sir P. Parker, 86.
His conduft and narrow escape during
the aftion at Fort Sullivan, 87. Re-
seivcs the thanks of the Commodore, and
is promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, ib.

Appointed to command the Spit fire armed

galley, ;'. Miraculous preservation from

shipwreck on his passage to England, 88.

Appointed to the Victory, and afterwards
to the Fortitude, ib. His meritorious ser-

vices in the battle off the Dogger Bank
rewarded by promotion to the rank of
Master and Commander, and an appoint.
ment to the.Tisiphone, 89. His Ma-
jesty's enquiries respecting him, and the

Admiral's answer,-/^. First discovers
the- enemy's fleet under the command of
the Count de Guichen, 90. His exer-

tions on that occasion, 9J. Falls in with
two French frigates, and his misterly
manoeuvres in consequence, ib. Ap-
pointed to the Russe), of 74. gun*, 52.

OOlfl
INDEX.
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Bears a distinguished share in the a&ien

of the iath April 17^2, under Admiral

Drake, ib. The b:id effects of his fire

acknowledged by : the Count de Grasse,

93. Returns to England, ib. .Takes a

leading part in.the establishment of Sun-

day schools, 94. Marries, ib. Visits

the port of Cherbourg, and is presented
to the French king, 95- Appointed to

command the Ambuscade, and afterwards

commissions the Raisonable, ib. Hoists

his pendant- on board the Crescent tii.

gate, ib. Engages and takes the Rev
union French frigate, 96. Receives the

honour of knighthood on this occasion,
and is presented with an elegant piece of

plate by the merchants of London, ib.

Extricates himself and squadron, from a

very superior force, by a remarkably bold

and masterly manoeuvre, 97. Takes the

command or the Oriorj, pf 74 guns, and

gives fresh pro;f of his intrepidity and
zeal in Lord Bridpprt's action off L'O-
rient, 90. Aiids fresh laurels, to his brow
in the viftory of the i4lh of February off

Cape St. Vincent, 100. Is 'severely
wounded by a splinter in the ever-me-

morable battle of the Nile, 103^ Hi*
conduct on finding Lord Nelson was.

wounded, 104. Appointed Colonei of

Marines, and to the command of tlie

Caesar, ib. Blockades Brett in a man-
ner that was before thought impossible,

107. Promoted to the rank of Rear-
Admiral of the Blue, and hoists his flag
on board the Cxsar, ib. Created a Ba-

ronet, and allowed to wear the supporters

belonging to the family arms, 108. Ap-
pointed to command a detached squadron
in the Mediterranean, 109. Particulars

of the aclion in AlgezirasBay, no. Ex.

tiaordinary exertions made in refitting
the squadron, and particularly the Caesar,

113. Ardour of the seamen eminently

displayed, ib. Glorious action off Ca-
bareta Point, 115. His public and pri-
vate character, 1 16. General memoran-.
dum given out by him to the fleet after

the victory, 251. Particulars of the pro-
cessioa and ceremony of investing hin>

with the. Order of the Bath, 505.

SAUMAREZ, Capt. PHILIP and THOMAS,
uncles to the above Sir JAMES, interest-

ing particulars relative to them, 89, note.

SEYMOUR, Lord HUGH, interesting par-
ticulars relative to his death, 462..

SHIPPING, EAST INDIA, paniculax* rela-

tive to, 76.

SHIP-BUILDING, letter to Earl St. Vin-

cent respecting, 480.
SHIP*
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SHIPS LAVNCHED, 337. 4*7.
SMEE, Lieut, his laudable conduct reward-
ed by the Governor in Council at Bom-
bay, 165.

SMITH, CHARLOTTE, her Marine Tale,
107. 306.

SMITH, Sir SIDNEY, the Chamberlain of
London's speech on presenting him with
a sword, and Sir Sidney's answer, 509.

SPANISH account of the action in Alge-
ziras Bay, 195.

SURGEON omits to tie up the

artetits after cutting off the limbs of the

wounded in the action off St. Vincent's,
dreadful consequences, and indignation of
the British sailors, 101, note.

ST.VINCENT'S (Earl of) letterto Lord Nel-

son on the second attack on ..ic flotilla

at Boulogne, 160.

STATE PAPERS. Copy of the convention

signed between the courts of London and
St. Petersburgh, 13*. Preliminaries of

Peace between Great Britain and France,

331. King's proclamations respecting

peace, 334. His Majesty's speech on

opening the session of parliament, 335.

STRAHAN, a common sailor, curious ac

count of his taking Bougee Fort, 44.
SUPPORTERS TO ARMS, no commoner

can wear them without a dispensation from
the Crown, 108, note.

SURGEON OF THE HANNIBAL, his letter

to the Rev. Mr. Williams respecting his

son's death, 241.

SwlFTSURE, French account of her cap-
ture, 66. Observations on, 67. Capt.
Ha'.lowell's account of, 503.

SWOKD converted into a plough-share, by
Sir John Lockhart Ross, 15.

SYLPH SLOOP, of 18 guns, her gallant
action with a French frigate of 44 guns,

S77-

T.
THOMPSoN,the1ateCapt.EDW.somepsrti-

culars respecting his birth and education,

437. Goes to India as a Guinea-pig,

438. His description of a melancholy
accident which happened on his passage,

439. Narrowly escapes the claws of a

tyger, 440. Mistaken for a spy by the

French, and put into the Black Hole, ib.

Qiu'cs the Company's service, and enters

as midshipman on board the Stirling

Castle, 44%. His life endangered by the

boat's crew rising on him, tb. His ex-

traordinary adventure in the island of

Tobago, 443. Receives a commission

as Lieutenant, and appointed to the Ja-
son, and afterwards to the Dorsetshire,

444.. His account of a dreadful acci-

dent on board that ship, 44.6. His share

in Adm. Hawke's action with MonR* de

Conflans, 447. Takes charge of the

Formidable, one of the prize*, ib. Un*
paralleled hardships sustained by the crew
on their passage home, 448. Removes
into the Bellona, ib. Particulars of the

gallant action between that ship and the

Courageux, 449. Account of his literary-

productions, 453. Appointed to com-
mand the Tartar cit'er, 454. Promoted
to the rank of Master and Commander,
and appointed to the Raven sioop, 455.
Made Post, and appointed to command
the Niger, and afterwards the H)ana,
455. His station in Sir Geo. Rodney's
action with the Spanish squadron under
Don J. de Langara, ib. Carries home

duplicates of the dispatches, 456. Ac-
count of two of his pupils, 457. Assists

in taking Dement' a, 458. Convoys horn*

a valuable fleet of merchantmen froai the

\Vest Indus, under peculiar circum-

stances, which subjects him to a court

martial, 459. Appointed to the Gram-

pus, and takes the command on the coast

of Africa, 460. His death, 461 . Public

and private character, ib.

THOUGHTS on paying off the Navy, 883.
TRADE between Great Britain and Ireland,

letter respecting, 418.
Ti< AN SIT, experiment made on her superior

sailing, 48.

U.
VOYAGE of discovery by Capt. D'Entre-

Ciiteaux, 41. Round the world, aiS.

W.
WARREN, Sir JOHN Bo RLASE, letter from

an officer on board his squadron, 71.

WATER, the want of at sea, a most terri-

ble calamity, how to remedy the distress-

ing effects of, 47.

WEST, JOHN CLAYTON, late Purser of

the Sirius, his trial and sentence, 421.
WHISKERS of the King of Spain singed by

Sir F.Drake, 38.

WHITE FRIARS, Hospital of, at Plymouth,
converted into a military infirmary, 36,

note.

Y.
YORK, His ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DVKB

OF, recommends ihe building of a mili-

tary hospital at Plymouth, 36, Hsle.

-,-:'< isn't uflftsMn

3 -r^+i INDEX
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INDEX to the GAZETTE LETTERS ; containing Accounts of the

Captures, Proceedings.^c. ly and of the under-mentioned Officers

and Ships in VOL, VI.

A DAM Cnpr.410, 411**
Airey, 501

Albanaise, 4.12

Albatross, 311. 411
Alexander, Capt. 410
Atalasite, 237
Ball, Capt. 410, 411
B]lard, Capt. 417
Barlow, Capt. 414
Bland, Capt. 148 322
Bond, Lieut. 412
Braave. 410, 411
Brisbane, 61

Buchanan, Capt. 417
Campbell, Cnpt. 412,413,
414 415. 4i<5

Caesar, 146. 148
Caroline, 4^
Centurion, 410, 411
Cochrane, Lord, 151,415,

416
Cockburn, Capt. 412, 413
Conn, Cap!. 156
Constance, 60 153
Cornwallis, Adm. 61. 150.

*37, *38
Corso, 152
Cotgrave, Capt. 156
Dzdalus, 410, 411
Determined, 416, 417
Diadv.ni, 412
Dixon, Capt. 151 414,415
Dobbie, Lieut. 411
Doris 61

Dragon, 413, 414
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